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t. TO THE PUBLIC, 
< In things indiff 'rent Reaſon bids us chuſe, 
© Whether the whim's a monkey or a muſe,” 
CauRCnL. 


WORTHY PATRONS, 


Were I to addreſs you | 
the accuſtomed declamatory ſtrain Aid 
has long been adopted as the univerſal lan- 
guage of dedications, viz. FLATTERY, I 
ſhould not only merit your contempt, for 
thus endeavouring to impoſe upon your un- | 
derſtandings, but alſo render myſelf ridicu- 
louſly conſpicuous, by a feeble attempt to 


perform that, for which, as well by nature 


as long ef} bliſhed habit, Lam totally y dif. 
qualified. | 


0 the other hand, I ſhould eſteem myſelt x oy 
505 equally meriting your cenſure, as being guilty | 
of a flagrant ſpecies of ingratitude, were [to 
1 omit t availing yo of fo favourable an op: 


portußi = 


= # DEDIC A 110 N. 


portunity as now preſents itſelf of expreſſing 


F the reſpect and veneration I entertain for 3 
br | you, reſulting from the very extenſive and 5 * 
j ample encouragement with which you have. „ 
| cCrowned my indefatigable exertions to ob- . 


tain your patronage, by largely contributing 
to the diffuſion of ſcience and rational enter- 
tainment, on ſuch moderate terms as were 
heretofore unknown. 


Permit me to indulge the pleaſing hope, 
that when I aſſert my mind 1s deeply 1 im- i 
preſſed with the moſt grateful ſenſe oſ the 

obligation, I ſhall be honoured with credit. 

13 this opinion be well founded, to enlarge 
on the ſubject were ſuperfluous—if other- 
wiſe, the ſtrongeſt arguments, the moſt 
ſplendid and forcible language could convey, 


would not enſure conviction; I therefore 
deſiſt, fully perſuaded that the moſt fatisfac- 
tory demonſtration I can poflibly exhibit of 
the ſincerity of this declaration, will be, an 
inviolable adherence to that uniform line of 
conduct which has already ſecured your ap- 


Probation to a degree eminent as unprece- 
5 dented, 
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dented, and which 1s indeed daily rendered 


more evident, by a progreſſive increaſe in the 
number aud extent of your commands; truſt- 
ing, that ſo long as you find my practice 
invariably correſpondent to thoſe profeſſions 


ſo frequently exhibited to your notice (from 
which to deviate would render me unworthy 
your protection) you will, in defiance of all 
malignant oppoſition, firmly perſevere 3 in the 
| liberal ſupport of him whoſe primary ambi- 
tion it is, and during life ſhall be, to diſtin- 


guiſh himſelf as, : 
WORTHY PATRONS, 
| Your much obliged, 
Ever grateful, 
And devoted humble ſervant, 


Chiſwell-Street, „ 
* Oftober 1791. JAMES LACKINGTON, 
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To that part of the numerous body of 
BOOK SELLERS of Great Britain and 
- Ireland, whoſe conduct jus rx claims 
the additional title of RESPECTABLE ; 


Whoſe candour and liberality he has in numerous in · 
ſtances experienced, and feels : a ſenſible pleaſure in thus publicly 
acknowledging. 


And laſtly (though not leaſt in Fame) 


3. To thoſe ſordid and malevolent BOOK- 


SELLERS, wheth er they reſplendent 
dwell in ſtately manſions, or in wretched 
Huts of dark and groveling obſcurity ; 


1 I giye every one a ſmart laſh in my way.“ 


To whoſe aſliduous and unwearied labours to injure his 
reputation with their brethren and the public, he is in a 


_ conſiderable degree indebted for the confidence repoſed in 


him, and the ſucceſs he has been honoured with, productire 
of his 2 preſent prof perity, | 


« 


THESE MEMOIRS. 


are, with all due | diſcrimination of the reſpective merits of 


5 * 


Inſcribed by 
THE AUTHOR, 


To print or not to print ?—this is the queſtion: 
Whether 'tis better in a trunk to bury 
The quirks and crochets of outrageous fancy, 
Or ſend a well. wrote copy to the preſs, 
And, by diſcloſing, end them ?— 


hy F or who would bear th' impatient thirſt of fame; 
« The pride of conſcious merit, and bove all, 
The tedious importunity of friends 


To groan and ſweat under a load of wit? 


FS — ͤ—ñ—àP ee 


* Tis Critics that makes cowards of « us all, 9 5 Jaco. 


E- STOM, it has been repentedly obſerved: 

— by many of my worthy (and ſome per- 
haps unworthy) predeceſſors in authorſhip, 
bas rendered a preface almoſt indiſpenſibly 5 
neceſſary; while others again have as fre- 
quently remarked, that“ cuſtom is the law of 
fools.” Thoſe conſiderations induced me to 
heſitate whether I ſhould uſher my perform- OY 
ance into the world with a preface, and thus 


hazard 


| . admired by all good Judges, as a prodigious: 


= PREFACE. 
hazard being claſſed with the adherents to 
that law, or by omitting it, eſcape the op- 
probrium, for who hall decide when doftors 
_ diſagree 2” Now though I would not take 
upon me to decide in every point in which 
doctors diſagree, yet after giving the preſent 
ſubject that mature conſideration which ſo 
important a concern required, I thought my- 
ſelf fully competent to decide, 1f not to 
general ſatisfaction, at leaſt fo as fully to ſa- 
tisfy one particular perſon, for whom I pro- 
feſs to have a very great regard, though per- 
haps few are to be found who would be 
equally condeſcending to him; who that per- 
ſon is 1 do not wiſh publicly to declare, as 
(being a very modeſt man) it might offend 
him, I ſhall only ſay, the more you read the 

memoirs contained in the following Pages, 

the better you will become acquainted with 
- him. J ground my decifion on theſe argu- 
ments; I concluded, as moſt of my brethren 
of the quill do of their labours, that my 
| performance poſſeſſed fo much intrinſic me- 
rit, as would occaſion it to be univerſally 


effort 


e HEAD ———— — 25 
3 — i 5 1 X LS as LES * r 2 CS 3 3 : 22 
> "ok 43 bf 8 N FX 5 "- —- ow. oe ig . e. 8 * 2:25 2 FF — CES? 2 "Rm 
N EEA J ont Es 3 ? Ee, OS ae VVT 3 en pt ELON : 
ry ns LE Ge Pho ke Ws 2 Sa He, 8 £ FA on. . n pn En DS REIN oa: 8 3 1 is | n 2 
IS TO RCTs a oh df SAO CIT 1 2 2 a. co 1 ö : 3-5 I yy 
| : . Ky RW 5 8 8 ==, | "7 22 3 » 2 * © x tes K 3 de 2 
5 OA Lot ; AEDs 23 OS Top es TL non Safe ns 
_ 7 „ I br 4 4 5 2 . 
A 8 £ 3 - Da wo. 


25 Rs > By 
S 
n 
FO NET ou 
5 SI Lt : . 
5 Ke, Flies n > nk 5 9 a 
S 3 e . 3 5 — 
DO DE RR Wet * . r 338 * . 1 e 
— * * 2 8 8 E c We CT e net. ROTO Edt r . 1 * * Z 
1 i FE e Jr OR bo 2 E: = IA Lv? n 3 of Dot” 3 * n 5 N ee 1 tend 27. 3 
. th IE Don SE ED a ry OO TDET C CS a” 0 Ne . 272727 Ro NT 
& PE AS; 2 * 2 N r IPD be” e 3 be py Dy >, +4 n . nt 3 1 Co Rent 8 7 A £ 85 r 
, * * * o dS Fran rip 37 el TT 3 r P—W TIEN 
„ cc «Fi 
ate . — - "I 2 2 9 — — . I es 
5 


5 2 8 


CE Os "Lt 
3 J 
„ r 
ns A Fre 
. 
. 
8 2 ns 


po 

ad 

- nd N 
8 


PRE F AC E. xi 


effort of human genius, and that this ap- 


probation muſt naturally excite the envy 
of ſome authors, who had not met with 


that high applauſe they deemed themſelves 
entitled to, and incline them to ſearch for 
imperfeCtions 1 in my work, and though I was 
perſuaded of the impoſſibility of their finding 
any, yet being thus foiled, they might 
catch at the want of a preface, and conſtrue 
that into an omiſſion, ſo that in order to 
diſarm them, I reſolved to have one, eſpe- 
cially as thoſe who deem prefaces unneceſſary 


may, if they chooſe, decline reading it, 


whilſt thoſe on the other ſide of the queſtion, 


if there was none, might be diſappointed, 


and have cauſe for | complaint ; but to be 


ſerious Gif I > 


Almoſt every author on producing the 


effuſions of his pen (and his brain if he has 


any) thinks it prudent to introduce himſelf 
by a kind of Prologue, as it may be called, 5 


ſtating his reaſons with due preciſion for 


intruding himfelf on his readers (whether 


true or otherwiſe, is not always material te 


enquire) | 


ns PREFACE. 


enquire) beſpeaking their candour towards 


his weakneſſes and imperfections (which 
by the bye, few authors are ſo ſenſible of 
as their 5 readers) and not unfrequently 


endeavouring to ſoothe thoſe GOLIAHS 


in literature, ycleped critics, (with whom 


not many little Davids are found hardy 
enouglr to contend) hoping thus to coax 


them into good humour; or, perhaps, if 
his vanity preponderates, he throws the 


gauntlet of defiance, with a view of terri- 


fying them either to hold their peace, or to 


do juſtice to thoſe mighty abilities he is con- 


fident he poſſeſſes 3 in a degree eminently ſu- 


perior to moſt of his brethren. 


Among * true Parnafft jan bullies,” De 
Scudery ſtands one of the foremoſt, he con- 
cludes his preface to the works of his friend 
Theophile, with theſe remarkable words, 9 0 
l do not heſitate to declare, that amongſt 
all the dead and all the living, there is no 
perſon who has any thing to ſhew, that ap- 


*. proaches the force of this vigorous genius; ; 


but if amongſt the latter, any one were ſo , 


extravagant 
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extravagant as to conſider that I detract from 


his imaginary glory, to ſhew him that I fear 


as little as I eſteem him, this is to inform him 
that my name is DE SCUDERY. WE 
have another remarkable inſtance in Claude 


Terllon, a poetical ſoldier ; „ who begins 


his poems, by informing the critics, that if 


any one attempts to cenſure him, he will 
only condeſcend to anſwer him {word 1 in 


hand. 1 


For my own part, I diſclaim theſe modes: 


convinced, that in the firſt caſe, every 


| reader, whatever the author may plead, 


will, to judge for himſelf ; and with regard 


to profeſſed critics, were I fo diſpoſed, nei- 
ther my natural or acquired abilities enable 
me to bully thoſe who muſt be very ill qua- 
lified for their taſk, if they were thus to be 


intimidated from declaring their real ſenti- 


ments; and, on the other hand, to affect a 
degree of humility, and by flattery to aim at 
_ warping their minds, is, in my opinion, 
Pay ing them a very bad compliment. 5 


4 
14 


= "Critics 


P RE F A CE. 
ce Critics forgive the firſt eſſay 
Of one whoſe thoughts are plain, 
10 Whoſe heart is full, who never means 
| * To bel your time again. | 


| N ever ſhould I have ventured to appear in 
this habit before the public, had not the 
following motives urged me thereto : 


ſuch particulars as they could rely on, of my 
—_ through life. 


drawing up a narrative, they were deter- 


tioned gentlemen prevailed on me (as 


the moſt likely mode to bring it to a period) 


to devote now and then a ſpare hour in mi- 


nuting down ſome of the moſt material oc 
currences of my life, and to ſend them to 


him in an epiſtolary form, intending to digeſt 


 Heation ; that gentleman, however, on pe- 


* 
N 
. 
* 
I 
* 7 
's 
_ 
of 
” N F 
R 
be, 
1 
1 
1 
* 1 
bl 7%, P 
i 
* 
. 
3 
1 
72 be 


7 NS —— » 
* a m7 _ SEES - 
cv 3 1 I 8 E 
9 We <> 8 7 = "IE 
URL) > 3 oo OI — 3 = > . "of 
8 2 . * VR 2 . 2 > 
— K 
. , . 
n 5 
n 5 
2 


Many of my acquaintances have frequently 
expreſſed a deſire of obtaining from myſelf 


1 have even been repeatedly threatened by 
Dine particular friends, that if I declined 


mined to do it for me, one of the firſt men- 


the whole into a regular narrative for pub- 


ruſal, 
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nl, was of opinion, that it would Fay 
additionally acceptable to the curious part 
of the public, if exhibited to them in the 
5 plain and fimple manner in which theſe let- 
ters were written, as thus tending to diſplay | 
ſuch traits and features of a ſomewhat origi- 
nal character, and give a more perfect idea 
of I, great I, the little hero of each 
tale, than any other mode that could have 
been adopted; eſpecially, as many intelligent 
perſons were confident I could not write at 
all, while others . attributed to me what ; 
I never wrote. 


I Then think, 
cc That he ho thus is forc'd to frank, 
* Unleſs commanded, would have 7 in filence.” 


If among the 1 of memoirs under . 
which the preſs has groaned, and with 
which i it ill continues to be tortured, the 
following ſheets ſhould afford ſome degree 
of entertainment, as a relaxation from more 
grave and ſolid ſtudies, to an inquiſitive. and . 
candid reader (thoſe of an oppoſite deſcrip- 
tion are not to be pleaſed with the ableſt 
Perſrmancef 
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"xeyarded ;' had I, however, been 
to be more attentive to entertainment, and 
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1efagto. veracity, 1 might, to many, have 
ed it much more agreeable, 


fatibfaQory to myſelf, 2s I believe ti 
N long es made. to be e juſt, that fo 


perſon better qualified to preſent 
the v Id with 57, ; big with intereſting 
events, my Wien of ſeveral large edi- 


tions of that performance will afford me 
more ſolid ſatisfaction as a bookſeller, than 


any ſucceſs or emolument which can poffibly 
rom this, my firſt and moſt proba 


eſſay as an author. 
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fan e road again, I here declare my perfect 
readineſs to ſupply them with abundance of 
books, much more witty, much more 
hatever they pleaſe, they never ſhall 
want books While L. is able to aſſiſt them; 
and whether they prefer one of his writing, 
or that of any other author, he proteſts he 
wAll not be in the ſmalleſt degree offended : 
let every author make the. fame declaration 


af he can. 

Should my memoirs be attended with no 
other benefit to ſociety, they will at leaſt 
tend to.ſhew what may be effected by a per- 
ſevering habit of induſtry, and an upright 
f conſcientious demeanour in trade towards the 
public, and probably inſpire ſome one, of 
perhaps ſuperior abilities, with a laudable 
ambition, to emerge from obſcurity, by a 
proper application of thoſe talents with 
which providence has favoured him, to his 
con credit and emolument, as well as the 
: benefit of the community. To ſuch an one 
1 ever. have, and ever. ſhall wiſh every poſ- 
+: a ſible 


xvii 
255 ot If they 0 and wil not to travel the 


i PREFACE. 


ſible ſucceſs, as it has uniformly been my 


opinion, that whatever is thus acquired, is 


more honourable to the parties than the 


poſſeſſion of wealth obtained without any 
intrinſic merit or exertion, and which 1s too 
frequently confumed with rapidity in the 


purſuit of vice and diſſipation. 


One word to my old friends the bookſellers 


under number three of my dedication, This 


publication it is to be expected will ten dto 


excite ſome degree of mirth in them. Con- 


ſcious that I have often been the cauſe 


| (however unintentional on my part) of ex- 


citing leſs pleaſing ſenſations in them, I will 
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readily allow them full ſcope ; however, ac- 
cording to the well neh adage, Let 
them laugh who win,” I hope they will 
: indulge me in the Ans propenſity of laugh- 
ing, if not at them, at leaſt with them. 


hs 1 of my friendly Apoſition. I 
ſhall here add a piece of advice, which I do 
not hefitate to pronounce wall, if attended 
to, entitle them to promotion in my Fr 


claſs 


1 — — — 
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claſs of bookſellers, and eventually prove 
more beneficial than a conſtant perſeverance 
in the mode of conduct they have hitherto 


purſued ; and thoſe who have children will, 
I hope, ſee the propriety of inculcating the 
| fame doctrine to them for their future be- 
nefit: and as I flatter myſelf my advice will 
prove equally productive of benefit to great 
numbers of the community at large as to 


bookſellers. It is this: 


If they obſerve any perſon by induſtry and 
application endeavouring to obtain an honeſt 
livelihood in that line for which his talents 
or diſpoſition have qualified him, never to 
attempt, by dark inuendoes, ly hints, and 


falſe aſperſions, to injure him, as, if he hap- 


0 = pens to be a man of becoming ſpirit, ſuch. 
1 . conduct will only tend to increaſe his exer- : 
5 : tions, and render him till more cautious 
to obtain a good character; in ſo doing their 
1 weapons will recoil on themſelves, and they | 


will have the mortification to ſee him flou- 
rich, whilſt they become objects of contempt 
-þ's — 
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in the eyes of the public, and will of courſe 
| be avoided | by them. 


But 3 vr: myſelk, from debating 


whether a preface was really neceſſary or 
not. If T proceed thus, I ſhall produce one 
as long as my book, as indeed ſome of my 


ſerious in authorſhip have done before me, 


though not altogether conſiſtent with pro- 
| priety. s 


I will therefore conclude with a with that 
my readers may enjoy the feaſt with the ſame 


good humour with which I have prepared it; 


they will meet with ſome fold though not 


much coarſe food, and the major part, I hope ; 
: light and eaſy of digeſtion ; thoſe with keen 
appetites will partake of each diſh, while 
others more delicate may fele& ſuch diſhes 
as are more light, and better adapted to their . 
palates; they are all genuine Britiſh fare; 5 
but leſt they ſhould be at a loſs to know I 
what the entertainment conſiſts 9 beg . 
leave to inform them that it contains forty- N 
ſeven diſhes of various ſizes, which (if they 
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calculate the expence of their admiſſion tickets) 


they will find does not amount to two- 
pence per diſh; and what I hope they will 


conſider as immenſely valuable (in compliance 
with the precedent ſet by Mr. Farley, a gen- 
tleman eminent in the culinary ſcience,) a 
ſtriking likeneſs of their Cook into the 
bargain. 


I have alſo prepared a vl of fare ; at the 


5 - pray be Coal; you are e welcome, 
5 and much good my it do you. 
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SECOND AND SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS. 
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* ] . 


* "Tis nothing new, I'm ſure you know, 
For thoſe who write, their works to ſhow ; 
And if they're prais'd, and render d vain, 
4 is ten to one they write again: ; 
„ And then they read it o'er with care, 
« * Correting Rees and adding there,” Mrs, net. 


\HE firſt edition of my Memoirs was 
no ſooner publithed, than my old 


envious friends, mentioned i in the third claſs 


of my dedication, found out that it was 


« d—n'd ſtuff! d—n'd low! '” the production 
of a cob er, and only fit to amuſe that honour- 
able fraternity, or to line their garrets and 
ſtalls; and many gentlemen, who are my 
_ cuſtomers, have informed me, that when they 
_ aſked for them at ſeveral ſhops, they re- 
ceived for an anſwer, that they had already 
too much waſte paper, and would not increaſe 
it by keeping Lackington's Memoirs : aud 
= ſome Tina added, 6 * ou need not be in 


0 ' PREFACE T0: THE SECOND 


haſte to purchaſe, as in the courſe. of the 
Chriſtmas holidays, Mr. Birch 1 in Cornhill 
will wrap up all his mince-pies with them, 


and diſtribute them through the town for 
the public good. Thus 


cc With all the eunveh!'s melancholy ſpite, 

They growl at you, becauſe they cannot write; 3 
A gloomy ſilence, envy's pang imparts, 

* Or ſome cold hint betrays their canker'd hearts.“ 


But the rapid ſale of this Life 72 cauſed 
them to alter their ſtories; 5 and was very 
much ſurpriſed to hear that ſeyeral of thoſe 
gentlemen, who had ſcarce done exclaimings 
v0 Vile traſh] beneath all criticiſm!” &c. 
hegen to praiſe the compoſition * and on 
looking into the Engliſh Review, I found 
| that the editors had filled ſeven pages in 
reviewing thoſe Memoirs, and had beſtowed 
much praiſe on the author. I was then 
ready to conclude, | that their generous and 
manly impartiality had, in a miraculous 
manner, effected the converſion of others. 
But I was ſoon convinced, that meanneſs 
can never be exepanged for generoſity ; aud 
| that 
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xxv 
that thoſe that had been “ unclean were un- 
clean ſtill;“ or, as Churchill ſays, 
4 That envy, which was woven in the frame 
* At firſt, will to the laſt remain the ſame. 

cc Reaſon may drown, may die, but envy's rage, 

6c Improves with time, and gathers ſtrength from age. 5 


It ſeems that ſeveral of thoſe liberal mind- 


ed men, being prodigiouſly mortified at the 
, encrealing ſale of my Life, applied to dif- 


ferent authors in order to get one of them 


to father my book : but thoſe authors, either. : 


from principle, or from knowing that my 


manuſcript was kept in my ſhop for the 
inſpection of the public, or for ſome other 
motive, refuſed to adopt the poor bantling: 


and not only ſo, but laughed at, and expoſed | 


the mean contrivance, 


to the very great 
diſappointment of thoſe hind and honeft- hearted 


Jrienss of mine. 


15 'Tis hard to ſay, whit myſteries of fate, e 
"208 What turns of fortune, on, poor writers wait ; $- 
The party ſlave will wound him as he can, 


00 And damn the merit, if he hates the man.“ W. Hare. 


That I might not be juſtly 0 with 


ingratitude, 1 take this opportunity of thank- 


ing 


. xxV1 5 PREFACE TO THE SECOND 
ing my friends, cuſtomers, and the public, 
for their candid reception of my volume; 


the ſale of which, and the encomiums I have 
received on the ſubject, both by letter and 


otherwiſe, have far exceeded my moſt ſan- 


guine and ſelf-flattering expectations; I very 
ſenſibly feel the obligation! Their genero- 


ſity has overwhelmed me! I am overpaid, 
and remain their debtor ! 


% A truce with Furz ; what [ here impart 
„es the warm overflowings of a grateful heart; 
Come good, come bad, while life or mem'ry laſt, 


T My ming ſhall treaſure 25 your favours paſt. | 


But, left I ſhould be over vain, I muſt at 


the fame time declare, that I have received | 


fenrrilous abuſive letters Fram ſeveral of 


Mr. Weſley's people, merely becauſe 1 have 


: expoſed their ridiculous principles and abſurd 
practices; but more particularly, for having : 
pulled off the hypocritical veil from ſome of 
thoſe ſanctified deceivers which are among 


them. 


The numerous letters of approbation ; 
which I have received from rational intel- 


h gent 
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_ ligent gentlemen, convinces me that 1 have 
not wronged the cauſe of manly and ratio- 
nal chriſtianity, nor was it ever "my inten- 


= tion ſo to do. 


Wok 1 But your philoſophers will ſay, 
| 6 Reft things grow worſe when they decay. 


& Tf Phœbus' ray too fiercely burn, 


The richeſt wines to ſoureſt turn. E. LLovp, 


I here alſo preſent my compliments and 
ſincere thanks to my impartial friends, un- 
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= der the ſecond Claſs of my dedication, for 
3 "me friendly diſpoſition they have ſhewn, 5 
. 1 in freely diſtributing my Memoirs among 
1 their cuſtomers, and they may be aſſured, 


that I will not let flip any opportunity 
of making them Proper” returns for all their 
favours, 


WY 


1 cannot conclude this Preface without 
ſaying Wet about this edition, | 


When J put the firſt edition to the prof 
I really intended to print but a ſmall num- 
ber; ſo that when I was prevailed on, by 
ſome of my friends, to print 2 very large 1 im- 
preſſion, 
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preſſion, I. had not the leaft idea of ever 7 | 


being able to ſell the whole ; and of courſe 
had not any intention of printing other edi- 
tions. But the rapid ſale of the work, and 


the many letters which I am continually | 


receiving from gentlemen, in various parts 


of Great Britain and Ireland, who are pleaſed 
to honour me with their approbation and 


thanks, encouraged me to read the whole 


over with more attention, to correct ſuch 


typographical errors as had eſcaped my ob- 


ſervation, and to improve the language in 


numberleſs places, and yet many errors ill 


remain, 


In executing this plan, 1 perceived that 


1 had omitted to introduce many things 


which would have been an improvement to 
the work ; and while inferting them, others 


, occurred to my memory, ſo that moſt parts 
of the work is now very much enlarged. 


But although theſe additions have increaſed | 
the expences of printing and paper, to near 
double, yet | have added but ſixpence o 

the price. Had profit been my motive, 1 


3 could 
S 


AND SUBSEQUENT EDITIONS. xis 


could Babe divided the work tits two vo- 
lumes, and I may add that each volume 
would have been larger than even lome . 2 
JR ones lately publiſhed. 


To ſuch as aſk why theſs additions had 
; not been printed ſeparately, to the end that 
KB ſuch as purchaſed the firſt edition, r might - 
have had them without purchaſing the whole 

work over again? I anſwer, had it been 
Practical, 1 would have done that ; but thoſe / 
additions being ſo many, and ſo various, 
rendered that method ridiculous, as every 
1 one Who Will take the trouble to compare 
the various editions, muſt readily acknow- 
ledge nor can the purchafers of even the 
flirſt edition, complain with reſpect to the 
1 Price, it being equal | in ſize to moſt new 
= publications which are fold at Six Shillings, 
And although ſome may think that the pre- 


fixed head 1 1s of no value, ] can aſſure them, 
that J am of a very different opinion, ar lea 
of the original; and J have the pleaſure 0 
add, that a very great number of my cuſ- 


tomers have been highly pleaſed to have 1g 
ftriking 


2 
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ſtriking a likeneſs of their old bookſeller. 
Nor am I the firſt bookſeller who has pub- 


liſhed his head; Mr. Nicolſon (commonly 


called Maps,) bookſeller at Cambridge, two 
years ſince, had his head finely engraven ; it 
is a good likeneſs, and is fold at 108. 6d. 


Francis Kirkman, partner with Richard 
Hend (laſt century) prefixed his portrait to 


a book, entitled + The Wits, or Sport 
upon Sport,“ This Francis Kirkman alſo 


publiſhed Memoirs of his own Life, and 


probably led the way to John Dunton. 


See Granger's e Hiſtory of Eng: 


land, vol. = 


I could make many other apologies— 2 | 


« — — * But why ſhould I diſtruſt, 

My judges are as merciful as juſt : 

* I know them well, have oft their friendſhip Tos d, 
CL And their protection 1 1s my boaſt—wy pride, 
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Tis but Juſtice to you that this Tribute repays; ; 


1s the Pen, or the Voice, that enlightens the Mind; 
And the more, as from Nature and Genius untaught | 
Your various adventures and humour are brought, 


The ſhame of Religion, of Reaſon, and Man; 


» 
E 


n 


Occaſioned by reading 
The LIFE of Mr. JAMES LACKINGTON. 
Addreſſed to the ingenious Aurhox. 


By bis UNKNOWN FRIEND, 


Sixck your Pen, Friend Unknown, ſuch improvement 


conveys, 


For when in the Boſom mild Gratitude burns, 
'Tis a pleaſing relief, which the Feeling returns: 
For as dear as the Light to the thoughts of the Blind, 


Which diſplay all the farce of the Methodiſt Plan, 


While no Libertine Motives their Secrets diſpenſe, 


32 VERSES ADDRESSED ro Tax AUTHOR, 
Oh! with thee, could the Crowd view each ſanRified ſcene, - 
Where the Hypocrite oft wears Simplicity's mien; | 5 Fs ; 
Where youth, ſecond- childhood, and weakneſs of Sex, | JE 

Are objects they ever prefer to perplex; . 5 

: Like thee, they'd contemn, or indignantly leave, | : 

Whom Folly, and Knav'ry, combine to deceive ; 
And whoſe Newgate Converſions blaſphemouſly paint 
The wretch moſt deprav's, the molt excellent Saint. 
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Go on; and diſcover each latent deſign, 
And your rivals expoſe, who gainſt Learning combine : 
O'er ſuch craft ſhall fair conduct, like thine, {ill prevail, 
And an envy'd ſucceſs lay them low in the Scale. nn 
But as Time is too ſhort all your ſteps to retrace, 
Let your LIE ſpeak the reſt, and ſucceed in their place: 
| How Books mend the manners; and now ſo abound, 
Where Rudeneſs and Ignorance lately were found. 1 
But plain Truth, for itſelf, it muſt ſtill be confeſt, Wk. 
Is the faithfulleſt advocate—therefore the beſt : 5 175 
80 J riſe from the Feaſt with a ſatisfied mind, 5 
That the ſame every Taſte, and each Temper, may find. 
Still to drop all compariſon, Mental's the fare, 
That needs only good taſte to invite us to ſhare ; | 
Entertainment and Knowledge, the objects in view ; 
| Then OT, as the _ the Praiſe that 1 is due. 
©, HS, 
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BOOKSELLER. — 
LETTER I. 4 | 
« Others with wiſhful eyes on Glory look, 


«© When they have got their picture toward a book, 


* Or pompous title, like a gaudy Sign . 
« Meant to betray dull ſots to wretched wine, | = ; 1 
If at his title L— had dropt his G.. - 
cc 5 


Kt 
— 


might have paſt for a great genius 1 „ ; 


Le But 1 , alas! (excuſe him if you _ 5 0 —Y 45 A 
« Is now a Scribbler, who was once a man.“ | 3 
:  Younc's Love of Fame, 
DEAR FRIEND, | „ 1 
You have often requeſted E 
me to devote what few leiſure moments I 5 
could ſpare, | in minuting down ſome of the 


principal occurrences of my life, with a 
view, ſooner or later, of exhibiting the ac- 
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30 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 
count to the public eye; who, as you were 


pleaſed to ſay, could not but be ſomewhat 


curious to learn ſome well- authenticated par- 
ticulars of a man, well known to have 
riſen from an obſcure origin to a degree of 


the Public, in a particular line of buſineſs, 
1 may without vanity ſay, hitherto unpre- 


cuous if you conſider, that I was not only 


without friends, &c. 


. to the judgment of a perſon of your àcknow- 
_— "Hedged merits, and whom I have the felicity 


being leſs anxious to appear as an adventurer 
among the numerous tribe of authors, than 
= to continue a conſiderable vender of the pro- 
* due of their labours, I have continually de- 
3 layed complying with your kind wiſhes.— 

By the bye, does the publication of a Cata- 
ne of Books entitle the compiler to the 
: name 


notice, and to a participation of the favor of 
cedented. This will appear more conſpi- 
Poor, but laboured under every other diſad- 
Mp vantage; being a ſtranger in London, and 


Ever willing to pay a becoming deference 


of numbering among my firmeſt friends, yet 


9 
AY 
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name of Author ? If it does, many Books 
ſellers have long had a claim to that diſtinc- 
tion, by the annual publication of their Cata- 
logues, and myſelf, as author of a very volu- 
minous one every ſix months. The reaſon 
for my aſking this queſtion is, I laſt year 
obſerved, that a certain bookſeller publiſhed 
his firſt Catalogue with this introduction: 
— As this 1s the firſt Catalogue ever 
1 AUTHOR made, and is done in great 


haſte, he hopes inaccuracies will be treated 
with lenity.“ 


hut to return from this digreſſion. 1 _— 
* ſhould probably have {till delayed compiling 
os my narrative, if the editors of a certain peri- 
| odical publication, who monthly labor to 
be witty, had not deemed me of ſufficient = 
| conſequence to introduce into their Works... - x 4 
what they are pleaſed to call a Portrait of "I 7 
: | and though it was by them intended as 
. a caricatura, yet I am perſuaded it will ap- 
1 pear to thoſe who beſt know me, as a daub- 4 
J ing more characteriſtic of the heavy bruſh of _— 
. a manufacturer of ſigns, than the delicatg . 
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We induce you to commend. 


as F — 
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| pencil « of a true portrait- painter; tbl on that 
account I ſhould moſt certainly have con- 
ſidered it as unworthy notice, had they not 
daubed me with falte features. This at once 
determined my wavering reſolution, and I 
am now fully reſolved to minute down ſuch 
particulars of my paſſage through life, as, 
though not adorned with an elegance of 
ſty le, will, I aſſure you, poſſeſs what to you, : 


1 flatter myſelf, will be a greater recommen- 
dation, viz. a ſtrict adherence to truth. 


« Jo pomp or pathos I make no ptetence, 6 1 


«© Nor ever burrow in the dark ſublime.“ 


And though no doubt you will meet with 
ſome occurrences in which you may find 
cauſe for cenſure, yet I hope others will 
preſent themſelves, which your candour will 


& Diſdain not then theſe trifles to attend, 
75 Nor fear to blame, nor ſtudy to commend.“ 
LoRD Huavv. 


Should you be able to rd the whote 
à patient peruſal, and think the account 
5 5 meriting 
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meriting the public eye, I ſhall chearfully 55 f 
ſubmit to your decifion, convinced that you 
will not, 


* With mean complacence e'er betray your truſt, 


Nor be ſo civil as to prove unjuſt.“ 


John Dunton, a brother Bibliopole, long 
ſince exhibited a whole volume of dulneſs, 
which he called his © Life and errors.” The 
latter term 1 believe might be a very proper 
appendage to the title page of the innume- 
rable lives which have been, and which will 
be publiſhed: For what man will dare to 
| ſay of himſelf, his life has not been loaded 
with errors? That mine has been ſuch, 1 
readily acknowledge; and ſhould this nar- 
rative be publiſhed, many perhaps may deem 
that act another (poſſibly the greateſt) error. 
To thoſe I ſhall only nas that! to err 


1s human, to forgive divine.” 
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As an additional ſtimulus, I can aſſure you 
as an abſolute fact, that ſeveral gentlemen 
have at different periods (one very lately) 
5 1 intimated 8 


Er is 
hls Bs 

„ 
1 
515 
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intimated to me their intentions of engaging 
in the taſk, if I any longer declined it. 


Of my firſt-mentioned kind Biographers 1 


ſhall take my leave, with a couplet, many 


years ſince written by an eminent poet, and 


not inapplicable to the preſent caſe. 


Let B— charge low Grub-Street on my quill, 
t And write whate'er he pleaſe, except uy WILL, 


- 


And of you, for the preſent, after informing 
you, my next ſhall contain a faithful account 


of particulars relative to the early part of my 
life, with aſſuring you that I am, 


Dear Friend, 3 


© Your ever obliged, 


LETTER 
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DEAR FRIEND, . 1 


ſhould end myſelf to a plain narrative of 4 5 
facts, unembelliſhed with the meretricious 


aid of lofty figures, or repreſentations of 


brain of the author. I ſhall therefore not 
trouble you with a biſtory of predictions I 
which foretold the future emen of your - 


Pak 
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LETTER II. 


„Why ſhould my birth keep down my mounting Spirit ? 
* Are not all creatures ſubject unto time; 
To time, who doth abuſe the world, 
« And fills it full of hotch-podge baſtardy ? 
«© There's legions now of beggars on the Earth, 
why That their original did ſpring from Kings; 
« And many monarchs now, whoſe fathers were 
«© The riff. raff of their age; for time and fortune 
* Wears out a noble train to beggary; _. 
And from the dunghill millions do advance 
« To ſtate; and mark, in this admiring world 
« 'This is the courſe, which in the name of fate 
Is ſeen as often as it whirls about; 
The river Thames that by our tour doth run, 
His firſt beginning is but ſmall and ſhallow, 
et keeping on his courſe grows to a ſea.” 


SHAKESPEAR'S Cromwell, 2 5 


Iv", my laſt [ hinted that 3 
things which never had exiſtence, but in the 
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"1 | LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 
fumble ſervant, nor with a minute account 
of the aſpects of the planets at the very 


auſpicious and important criſis when firſt I 
inhaled the air of this buſtling orb. 


Whatever ſtar did at my birth prevail, 
*« Whether my fate was weigh'd in Libra's ſcale; 
Or Scorpio reign'd, whoſe gloomy pow'r 
% Rules dreadful oer the natal hour; ; 
« Or Capricorn with angry rays, 
WE hoſe tyrants of the weſtern ſkies,” 
HoRACE. 


For, extraordinary as it may appear, it has 
never yet occurred to me, that any of the 
| ade pts in the aſtrological ſcience have made 
a calculation of my nativity ; 'tis pro- 
bable this high honor is by the planets deſ- 
tined to adorn the ſublime lucubrations of 
the very ingenious Mr. S1BLEY, in the next 
edition of his ſtup—endous work ! And 
here, for the honor of the craft let me re- 
mark, that this moſt ſublime genius has, 
with myſelf, to boaſt (and who would not 
boaſt of their genealogy in having a prince 
- ſor their anceſtor ?) in being a Son of the 


renowned PRINCE CRISPIN, 3 
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A volume has been written with the title 
of ** The Honor of the Taylors; or, the 
Hiſtory of Sir Joux HAWEwWOOD.“ But 


were any learned writer to undertake 
The honor of the Shoemakers, or the Hiſtory 
of how inſignificant a figure would 


the pobr Fairs make, when compared with a 
the honorable craft ! 


| 25 Coblers from Criſpin boaſt their Pablic Spirit, 5 bh . 
* Andall are * downright men of merit,” . 


** 


Should 1 live to ſee as many editions of 
my Memoirs publiſhed, as there have been BS 
of the Pilgrim” s Progreſs, I may be induced 5. 4 


„ 
to preſent the world with a Folio on that — 
important ſubject. | a 

But to begin 6 I 
Were I inclined to pride my ſelf in genealogi- . 4 
cal deſcent, I might here boaſt that the family 3 
were originally ſettled at White Lackington, „ 

in Somerſetſhire, which obtained its name | 


from one of my famous anceſtors, and give A 


you a long detail of their grandeur, &e, | bot . => E 
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having as little leiſure as inclination to boaſt 


of what 1f true would add nothing to my 


merits, 1 ſhall for the preſent only ſay, that 
] was born at Wellington in Somerſetſhire, 
on the 31ſt of Avguſt, (old ſtyle) 1 746. 
My father, George Lackington, was a Jour- 


neyman Shoemaker, who had incurred the 


diſpleaſure of my grandfather for marrying 


my mother, whoſe maiden name was Joan | 


Trott. She was the daughter of a poor 
weaver in Wellington ; 1 good honeſt man, 
whoſe end was remarkable, though not very 
fortunate ; in the road between Taunton and 


Wellington, he Was found dq ned . 
ditch, where the water ſcarcely covered his 5 


face: He was, tis conjectured, 


W Drunk when he died.“ 5 


This happened ſome years before the mar- 


riage of my Father and Mother. 

= My grandfather, George Lackington, had 
been a Gentleman Farmer at Langford, a 
village two miles from Wellington, and 
. a oy conſiderable Property. But 
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my father's mother dying when my father 


was but about thirteen years of age, my grand- 


father, who had two daughters, bound my 
father apprentice to a Mr. Hordly, a maſter 
ſhoemaker in Wellington, with an intention 
of ſetting him up in that buſineſs at the ex- 
piration of his time, But my father worked 
a year or two as a journeyman, and then diſ- 
pleaſed his, father by marrying a woman 
without a ſhilling, of a mean family, and 
Who ſupported herſelf by ſpinning of wool 
into yarn, ſo that my mother was delivered 
of your friend and humble ſervant, her firſt- 
born, and hope of the family, in my grand- 
mother Trott 5 poor cottage ; and that good 
old woman carried me privately to church, 
unknown to my father, who was (nominally) 


a Quaker, that hoing the religion of his 
anceſtors. 


About the year 17 50, my father having 555 
three or four children, and my mother prov- 
ing an excellent wife, my grandfather's 

N reſentment had nearly ſubſided, ſo that he 
ſupplied bim with money to open a ſhop oe Wn 
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Himel. But that which was Mötendsd to be 
of very great ſervice to him and his family, 


e 


eventually proved extremely unfortunate to 


himſelf and them; for, as ſoon as he found 8 


he was more at eaſe in his circumſtances, he 
contracted a fatal habit of drinking, and of 
courſe his buſineſs was. neglected ; ſo that 


after ſeveral fruitleſs attempts of my grand- 
father to keep him in trade, he was, partly 


by a very large family, but more by his ha- 
: bitual drunkenneſs, reduced to his old ſtate 


of a journeyman ſhoemaker: Tet ſo infa- 


tuated was he with the love of liquor, that 


the endearing ties of huſband aud father 


could not reſtrain him: by which baneful 


Habit himſelf and family were involved in 


the extremeſt poverty. 


| « To mortal men great loads allotted be; 
But of a Packs, no pack like poverty.“ 
5 Hexxlex. - 


80 chat cater myſels, my Brothers, or Sit 


: ters, are indebted to a Father ſcarcely for any 
thing that can endear his memory, or cauſe 
= us to reflect on him with pleaſure, 


_ „ Children © 
—. * Fog 5 
. .# S: Nd x 
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J 


OE Children, the blind effects of love and chance 
« Bear from their birth the impreſſion of a Slave. 
| | DRY DEN. 


My father and mother might have ſaid with 
Middleton, e 

% How adverſe runs the deſtiny of ſome creatures ! 

«© Some only can get riches and no children, 

1 We only can get children and no riches ; 

% Then 'tis the prudent part to check our will, 

06 And, ll our fare riſe, make our poems ſtand fell. „ 


But to Our r mother we are indebted 5 every £4 -- 
thing. * She was a woman take her for all J 
in all, I {hall not look upon her like: again,” 
Never did I know or hear of a woman Who 
worked and lived ſo hard as ſhe did to ſupport 


Eleven children: and were I to relate the 


particulars, it would not gain credit. 1 ſhall — 


only obſerve, that for many years together, — 
ſhe worked generally nineteen or _—__— 


hours out of every twenty- four; even wen 
very near her time, ſometimes at one hour 
ſhe Was ſeen walking backwards and forwards 
by her Spinning- wheel, and ber midwife ; 


ſent for the next. | Whenev er he Was aſked» 
. f 
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better than water and oatmeal) turnips, pota- 
toes, cabbage, carrots, &c. her children fared 
ſomething better, but not much, as you may 
well ſuppoſe. When reflect on the aſtoniſn- 
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to drink a half pint of ale, at any ſhop where 
ſhe had been laying out a trifling ſum, ſhe 


always aſked leave to take it home to her 


huſband, who was always ſo mean and ſelfiſh 
as to drink it. 


Out of love to her family he totally ab» 
tained from every kind of Liquor, water 
excepted, her food was chiefly broth, (little 


ing hardſhips and ſufferings of ſo worthy a 
woman, a and her helpleſs infants, I find my- 
ſelf ready to curſe the huſband and father = 
that could thus involve them in ſuch a de- pl 
plorable ſcene of miſery and diſtreſs. It is 
dreadful to add, that his habitual drunken- 
neſs ſhortened his days nearly one half, and 
that about twenty years fince he died, unre- 
gretted by his own children ; nay more, while 
nature ſhed tears over his grave, reaſon was 


- thankful: 


« A parting tear to nature moſt be paid, 
Nature in ſpite of us, will be obey' d.“ 


haakgß 


Thankful that the cauſe of their poverty and 
miſery was taken out of the way. 


The pious tear the ſons and daughters ſhed ; 
„ Thus they, whom long he wrong'd, bewail'd him dead: 
Wich rev'rence they perform his obſequies, 
* And bear their ſorrows as 5 beſcems the wile, 
| Cooks, 


9 Was a 1 made to baniſh all ſuch fathers, 


I have my doubts whether children ſhould 
not be taught to deſpiſe and deteſt an unna- 
tural bruta! parent, as much as they are to 
love and revere a good one. 


ſubje&, 
ſtance that happened about this time. 


kept the ſign of the Eight Bells in Welling- 
ton, had a ſon that appeared weakly and 


he was taken very ill, and (to all appearance) 
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s, ye inhuman parents, and ſhudder! 


= would it not be a juſt, nay even a mild law? 


Here, ſir, permit me to drop ſo gloomy a 


and relate an uncommon. circum- 
Mr.) ames Knowland, who for many years 


infirm; when he was about nine years old, 


died; he had laid in the coffin five . 
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to bury him, they thought that ſomething 
moved in the coffin, and on opening it, they 
found him alive, and his eyes open. About 
two years after this, the boy was aga ain taken 
ill, and in a day or two after, was to all ap- 
pearance dead; but his father reſolved not to 
have him interred, until he became offenſive; 


- 


be laid in this ſtage ſix days, and again came to 
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w_—_— LETTER III. 1 
te 80 bare I wander'd ere thoſe days were paſt, 
e That childhood calls her own. Ah, happy days, | 
« That recollection loves, unſtain'd with vice, 
Why are ye gone ſo ſoon ? 
- Village Curate, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


As I was the eldeſt, and my 
father for the firſt few years a careful 
| hard-working man, I fared ſomething better 
than my brothers and ſiſters. I was put for 
two or three years to a day-ſchool, kept by 
an old woman ; and well remember how 
proud 1 uſed to be to ſee ſeveral ancient +: 
dames lift up their hands and eyes with 1 
aſtoniſhment, while I repeated by memorx "_ 
ſeveral chapters out of the New Teſtament, "* 
concluding me from this ſpecimen tohes 
prodigy of Science. But my career of learn- | 
ing was ſoon at an end, when my mother 3 
became ſo poor that ſhe could not afford the 3 — 
mighty ſum of two-pence per week for my 8 4 


| ſchooling. Beſides, , I was obliged 5 5 ſupply £4" ö 


3 
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the place of a nurſe to ſeyeral of my brothers 


and fiſterss The conſequence of which 


was, that what little I had learned was 
preſently forgot ; ; inſtead of learning to read, 


&c. it very early became my chief delight =_ 
to excel in all kinds of boyith miſchiefs; # 


and 1 ſoon arrived to be the captain and 


leader of all the boys in the neighbourhood. 


«« The ſprightlieſt of the ſprightly throng, 
be foremoſt of the train.“ 


Nis Bowd LER. 


80 that if any old woman's s lanthorn was 


kicked out of her hand, or drawn up a fign- 


poſt, or if any thing was faſtened to her 


tail, or if her door was nailed up, I was ſure 


to be accuſed as the author, whether I really WE 
were fo or not. 5 


But one of my tricks had nearly proved 


fatal to me. 1 had obſerved that Jawnng i : 
was infectious; and with a determination to ; #] 
have ſome ſport, I collected ſeveral boys 5 3 
together one market-day evening, and in- . 
ſtructed them to 8⁰ amongſt the butchers ; "2 


whither 
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whither 1 accompanied them. | We placed . 
ourſelves at proper diſtances, and at a ſignal 
given, all began to yawn as wide as we 
could; which immediately had the defi red 
effect, the whole butcher-row was ſet a 
yawning 3 on which J and my companions 
burſt out into a hearty laugh, and took to 
our heels. The trick pleaſed us ſo well, 


that two or three weeks after, we attempted ga 


to renew it, But one of the butchers, who 
was half drunk, perceiving our intention, 
ſnatched up his cleaver and threw it at me, 


=—_ which knocked off my UN without doing me 


any harm. 


I was about ten years of age, when a man 
began to cry apple-pres about the ſtreets, I took 
great notice of his methods of ſelling his pies, 


and thought I could do it much better than 


IL ir. 34 communicated to a neighbouring 


- baker my thoughts on the ſubject in ſuch a 


; o manner as gave him a very. good opinion of 


my abilities for a pie- merehant, and he pre- 
vailed on my father to let me live with Hit. 
1 * manner of crying pies, and my — * 
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in ſelling them, ſoon made me the favourite 


of all ſuch as purchaſed halfpenny apple-pies, 


and halfpenny plum- puddings, ſo that in a 
few weeks the old pie-merchant ſhut up his 


ſhop. You ſee, friend, that I ſoon began to 


* make a noiſe in the world.” I lived with 


this baker about twelve or fifteen months, 1 in 


which time I fold ſuch large quantities of 


pies, puddings, cakes, &c. that he often 


declared to his friends in my hearing, that 
I had been the means of extricating him from | 
the embarraſſing circumſtances in which he = 


was known to be involved. prior to my enter- 
ing his ſervice. 


During the time I continued with this 
Baker, many complaints were repeatedly 


made againſt me for the childiſh follies 1 
had been guilty of, ſuch as throwing ſnow- 


balls, frightening people by flinging fer pents "of 
and crackers into their houſes, &. I alſo . 
happened one day to overturn my maſter's L 
fon, a child about four years old, whom 1% 


had been driving 1 in a wheel- barrow, Dread- 


ö ing the conſequences, 1 immediately flew . 
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from my maſter's houſe, and (it being even- 
ing) went to a glazier's, and procured a par- 


cel of broken glaſs ; I alſo provided myſelf 


with a pocketful of peas ; and thus equipped, 
made fine diverſion for myſelf and my un- 
lucky companions, by going to a number 


dof houſes, one after another, diſcharging a 


handful of peas at the windows, and throw- 


ing down another handful of glaſs in the 
: ſtreet at the ſame inſtant, which made ſuch 


a noiſe as very much frightened many people, 


who had no doubt of their windows being 
broken into a thouſand pieces. This adven- 


ture, together with throwing the child out 


of the wheel- barrow, produced ſuch a cla- 


mour againſt me amongſt the old women, 
that I would not return to my maſter, and 


not knowing what elſe to do, I went home BS + 


to my father, who, you may eaſily conceive 


could not afford to keep me idle, fo 1 was 
1 5 ſoon ſet down by his ſide to learn his Own 
5 trade; 3 and I continued with him e . 5 
years, working when he worked, and while 2 3 
he was keeping Saint Monday, 1. Was e with _ "3 


Ly 
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boys of my own age, fighting, cudgel-plays 
ing, wreſtling, ge. 17 


The following ſiary hos been variouſly. 
ſtated z my father aſſured me that the origin 
of it was as follows: 


one Eaſter Sunday morning at the clerk's 


ing the clerk's ale, they overheard the old 
man reading the verſes of the pſalms that he 
was to read that morning at church ; and in 
order to have ſome fun with the old clerk, 


place, he read as follows, © And they ſhall 
flouriſh like a young bay horſe.“ Horſe ! 
it ſhould not be horſe; but, by the Lord, it 
1s horſe! , 


The above. 0 man was called Red Seck 


one Sunday ſlept in church, and dreaming 
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He and ſome other young fellows being 


houſe at Langford, near Wellington, drink- 


one of the company ſet off early to church, 
4 and on the word tree they ſtuck on, the word 
borſe, ſo that when the old man came to that 


for many years before his death, for having 


that 
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cry © Mackerel, all alive, alive O 


his ſoul alive, alive Oo!” 


the doctor proclaimed aloud, in the true tone 
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that he was at a cock-fighting, he bawled, 
out, A ſhilling upon the red cock. ” And 


behold the family are called Red Cock unto 
this day. . | ; 157 5 8 


The preceding reminds me e of : an odd cir- 
cumſtance that happened but a few years 
ſince at W —. 
one Sunday morning going through the ſtreet 
towards the cathedral, he heard a woman 
And 
on his arrival at the church, he began the 
ſervice as follows, When the wicked man 
turneth away from his wickedneſs and doth 
that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave 
Theſe laſt words 


of the fiſh-woman, to the great ſurpriſe of 
the congregation ; but the good doctor Was 


ſo ſtudious and abſent, that he knew de - 


what he had done. 1 81 | 


Yaurs, , 


As the good doctor was 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 


LE T TEN » V 5 
| | | - 9 


« Who gather round, and wander at the tale 

% Of horrid apparition, tall and ghaftly, 

That walks at dead of night, or takes his ſtand, 

« Ofer ſome new-open'd grave: and (ſtrange to tell ') 
«© Evaniſhes at . of the cock.“ e 
Blair's Grave. 


DEAR FRIEND, | : . 
8 ] Muſt not forget an odd ad- 
venture that happened when I was about 
twelve years of age, as it tends to ſhew in 
2 part my dauntleſs diſpoſition, which diſco- 
. vercd itſelf on many occaſions in the very 


; only part of my life, 


** 


E 1 had one day nl with my father to 3 
B | Holywell lake, a village two miles from 
Wellington, where meeting with ſome good 
ale, he could not find in his heart to part 
from it until late at night. When we were 

| returning home by the way of Rockwell- 
b. Green, (commonly called Rogue Green, from 
a gang of robbers and houſe-breakers who 
mer lived there) having juſt paſſed the 
bridge, 


E 
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bridge, we were met by ſeveral men and | 


+ £438 


women, Who appeared to be very much 
frightened, being in great agitation. They 
informed us that they were returning back 
to Rogue-Green, in order to ſleep there that 
night, having been prevented from going 
home to Wellington by a dreadful Appari- 
tion, which they had all ſeen in the hollow 
way, about a quarter of a mile diſtant ; add- 
ing, that a perſon having been murdered 
there formerly, the ghoſt had walked ever 
ſince ; that they had never before paid much 
attention. to the well-known report ; but 
Now they were obliged to credit it, ing 
had occular demonſtration. : 


* Aided by Fancy, terror lifts his head, 
;: "4 And leaves the dreary manſions of the dead; 
= In ſhapes more various mocks at human care, 
5 Than e' er the fabled Proteus us'd to wear; 

0 Now, in the lonely way each trav'ller's dread, 

« He ſtalks a giant-ſhape without a head. 

% Now i in the haunted houſe, his dread domain, 
The curtain draws, and ſhakes the clinking chan 
Hence fabled ghoſts ariſe, and ſpectres dire, 
** Theme of each ey 'ning tale by winter's fire,” 


PRALL's Superſtition, | 
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My father had drank too large a quantity 
of ale to be much afraid of any thing, and I 
(ho could not let ſlip ſuch an opportunity 
of ſhewing my courage) ſeconded matters 

for the poor terrified people to return with us; 

and as I offered to lead the van, they were 
prevailed on to make the attempt once more; 
but ſaid, that it was rather preſumptuous, 
and hoped that no dreadful conſequence 
would enſue, as all the company, they truſted, 
were honeſt-hearted, and intended no harm 
to any perſon; they moreover added, that 
Gad certainly was above the devil.“ 1 
then advanced, and kept before the company 
about fifty yards, 


8 Whiſlling aloud to bear my courage up,” 


But when we had walked about a quarter of 
a mile, I ſaw at ſome diſtance before us in 
the hedge, the dreadful apparition that had 
to terrified our company. Here it is! ! (faid 
. „Lord have mercy upon us! bl. replied | ; 
ſome of the company, making a full ſtop ; - | 
and would have gone back, but ſhame pre- 
vented them. * ſtill kept my diſtance be- 


fore, 


T3 


n z 
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fore, and called out to them to follow me, 
aſſuring them that I was determined to ſee 


what it was. They then fell one pehind 
another, and advanced in fingle files. As I 
proceeded I too was ſeized with a timid ap- 


prehenfion, but durſt not own it; ſtill keep- 


ing on before, although I perceived my hair 
to heave my hat from my head, and my 
teeth to chatter in my mouth. In fact, 1 
was greatly agitated at what I ſaw ; the ob- 


ject much reſembled the human figure as to 


I 4F ſhape, but the ſize was prodigious. | How - 
| a ever, I had promiſed to ſee what it was, and 
3 1 for that purpoſe I obſlinately ventured on 
g 1 about thirty yards from the place where | 
I firſt had fight of it. I then perceived 

15 8 that it was only a very ſhort tree, whoſe. 
10 2 limbs had been newly cut oft, the doing 
1 of which bad made it much reſemble a 
. 1 giant. 1 then called to the company, and 
je informed them, with a hearty laugb, that 
_ they had been eee at "WE Ar of a 


tree. 
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lots time afterwards in Wellington, and I 
was mentioned as an hero. 


Not that I have always ſteadily diſbelieved 
| What has been related of ſuch appearances, a 
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This tory cauſed excellent diverſion for a 


The pleaſure and ſatisfaction I received 
from the diſcovery, and the honour I acquired 
for the courage JT: poſſeſſed in making it, 


K 
; $200] 


has, I believe, had much influence on me 


fear of apparitions, ſpirits, &c. ſince. 


« What education aid at firſt . 
Mo or ripen'd age confirms 1 us to believe.” 


Pome. 


few accounts of which ſeem ſo well authen- 
ticated, as at leaſt to make me doubt whether 
there might not exiſt 1 in the ſcale of beings 
ſome of a more aerial ſubſtance than man- 
kind, who may poſſeſs both the inclination 
and the power of aſſuming our ſhape, and 
may perhaps take as much delight in teazing 


the human ſpecies, as too many of our ſpecies 


2 


ever ſince; as I cannot recollect that in ary 
One inſtance 1 have ever obſerved the leaſt 3 


0 "6% * 
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do in teazing and even tormenting thoſe of 
the Pruts creation. 


« Some aſtral forms I mult invoke by pay r; 
« Fram'd all of pureſt atoms of the air : 
* Tn airy chariots they together ride, 

© And ſip the dew, as thro' the clouds they glide ; 

« Vain ſpirits, You, that ſhunning heav'n's high noon, 
© Swarm here beneath the concave of the moon, 

4e Hence to the taſk aflign'd you here below ! 

Upon the ocean make loud tempeſts blow; 

Into the wombs of hollow clouds repair, 
And craſh out thunder from the bladder'd air; 
«« From pointed ſun-beams take the miſts they drew J 
« And ſcatter them again in pearly dew ; 5 
«© And of the bigger drops they drain below, 

** Some mould in hail, and others fift in ſnow.” 


yp 55 19 | ; D RY D E x * 
DO | 8 


While I am on this ſubjea, 1 canndt re- Wh 
ſiſt the temptation of relating a truly ridi- 5 
culous affair that happened about this time at | 
Taunton. 


ö 7 IE 4 


„ * 
* 


. In the workhouſe belonging to the pariſh 
of St. James, there lived a young woman 
. ö who was an idiot. This poor creature had 5 
W a great averſion to fleeping in a bed, and at = 
bed. time would often run away to a field in Ty R. 
FTC 
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the neighbourhood called the Priory, where 
the flept 1 ͤ— ops 
In order to break her of this bad cuſtom, 
en agreed to try if they could not 
frighten her out of it. And one night, 
when they knew that ſhe was there, they 
took a white ſheet with them, and coming 

to the place, one of the men concealed him- 
ſelf to ſee the event, while the other wrap- 
. - 1 as. himſelf up in the ſheet, and walked 
22 5 backwards and forwards cloſe before the 


cowſhed in which ſhe was laid. It was 


ſome time before Molly paid any attention 


I 4% * f 1 4 4 8 > 


—— to the apparition ; but at laſt up ſhe got. 
Aha! (faid ſhe) a white devil!” and by 
- Per manner of expreſſing herſelf ſhe thought 
it was very ſtrange to ſee a white devil. And 

- tan after the exclaimed, « A black devil 
too! a black devil too!” With that the man 

2 who had the ſheet on, looked over his ſhoul- 
der, and ſaw (or imagined he faw) a perſon 
all over black behind him; ; the fight of 
"I which made him take to his heels. Molly 
„then clapped her hands as faſt as ſhe coun, 
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crying out at the ſame time, «6 Run, black 
devil, and catch white devil! Run, black 
| devil, and catch white devil 1? and was 
highly diverted. But this proved a ſerious 
adventure to the white devil, as he expired 
within a few minutes after he had reached 
his own houſe; and from that time poor 
Molly was left alone to ſleep in Peace. 


% 


About ten years after the above affair, at 
Wivelſcombe, nine miles from Taunton, a... 


gentleman. farmer's houſe was alarmed every 


night between twelve and one o'clock. 'The 
Chamber doors were thrown open, the bed- 
clothes pulled off the beds, and the kitchen 
furniture thrown with violence about the 
kitchen, to the great terror of the family, 


inſomuch that tae ſervants gave their maſter 


and miſtreſs warning to leave their places, 
and ſome of them actually quitted their ſer- 
vice. This dreadful affair had laſted about 
fix weeks, when a young gentleman. who 
was there on a vitit, being in bed one 
night, at the uſual hour he heard his cham- | 
ber door thrown open, and a very odd no 


$ 
* 
4 
1 
© . 
* 
a 
6 
— * 
7 * yo 
4 
o 2 
Ha 


LIFE oF J. LACKINGTON: | 


" @bout his room. He was at firſt Ficbteneck 
but the noiſe continuing a long time, he 
became calm, and laid ſtill, revolving in his 
mind what he had beſt do. When on a 
ſudden he heard the ſpirit creep under his 
bed, which was immediately lifted up, &c. 


This convinced him that there was ſome 
ſubſtance in the ſpirit; on which he leaped 
out of bed, ſecured the door, and with his 
oaken ſtaff belaboured the ghoſt under the 
bed as hard as he could, until he heard a 
female voice imploring mercy. On that he 


for a light. The family all got up as faſt as 


en were terribly frightened, and would 
have run off faſter than they came, but he 


_ they diſcovered that this tormenting devil 
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pave; his chamber door, and called aloud 


3 b ible, and came to his room. He then 
2s 5 5 informed them that he had pot the ſpirit 
| under the bed; on hearing which, moſt of 


aſſured them, they had nothing to fear: 
then out he dragged the balf- murdered 
Mo 85 ſpirit from its ſcene of action. But how 
F. great was their ſurpriſe and ſhame, when 


was no other than one of their ſervant girls | 


* 
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about ſixteen years. of age, who had been 
confined to her bed feveral months by illneſs, 


This ghoſt was no ſooner laid, than two. 
others alarmed the neighbourhood ; ; one of 


which for a long time ſhook a houſe. every 
night, and terribly diſtreſſed the family z af - 
length they all reſolved one night to go over 
the whole houſe in a body, and fee what it 
was that ſo agitated the building. They ex- 
amined every room, but in vain, as no cauſe 
could be diſcovered. - So they very ſeriouſly 
1 as well as unanimouſly concluded, that. it 
muſt be the devil. „ 


5 "har about a fortnight * this, one of 
A the family being out late in the garden, ſaw 
a great boy get in at the window of. an: old | 
7 houſe next door (part of which was in ruins), 
and ſoon after the houſe began to ſhake. as 
5 uſual, on which the family went out of . 
own habitation, and entered the old houſe 

. where the boy was ſeen to get in; yet. for a 


long time they could not diſcover ang per- 
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again, when one of the company obſerved 


the boy ſuſpended above their heads, ſtriding 
over the end of a large beam that ran acroſs 


both houſes. 


i was then apparent, that the violent agi 
tation of the adjoining houſe was occaſioned 
by nothing more than his leaping up and 
down on the unſupported end of this beam. 


Another apparition had for a long time 
ſtolen many geeſe, turkeys, &c. and altho* 
it had been ſeen by many, yet nobody would 
venture to go near it, until at length one 


perſon a little wiſer than the reſt of his 


neighbours, ſeeing the famous apparition all 


5 over white ſtealing his fowls, was determined 
to be fully ſatisfied what kind of ſpirit it 
crculd be that had ſo great a predilection for 


He accordingly went round the 


poultry. 


| yard, and as the apparition was coming over 
the wall, he knocked it down. 
rible ghoſt then proved to be a 5 
woman, who had put on her ſhroud, in 
_— order to deter wy ren that ſhould by 
3 2 —_ 85 chance 


This ter- 
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chance ſee her, from coming near her. 
Thus, though ſhe had for a long time 
ſucceſsfully practiſed this 1 ingenious way of 


procuring poultry, the old fox was 6 
at laſt, | 


This is ſo elite: a Kubjee, that I could 


fill many pages with relations of dreadful 
ſpectres, which for a while have reigned 


with tyrannic ſway over weak minds, and 


at length when calm Reaſon was ſuffered to 
aſſume its power, have been diſcovered to be _ 
no more objects of terror than thoſe I have 


here noticed. But doubtleſs many ſuch i in- 


ſtances muſt have occurred to you. 


a Chief o o'er the 92 he rules with I "OO 
When vapours ſeiz'd them, or vain fears betray; 3 
“With groans of diſtant friends affrights the ear, 
8 Or, ſits a phantom i in the vacant chair; 

4. U 57. like Macbeth, has murder d ſleep.“ 


| PaALL, ” 


It has 101d often iſtonithed me, that i in 
this enlightened age, there ſhould yet re- 
main numbers, not in the country only, but 
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even in the metropolis, who Gaſſer. chem- 
ſelves to be made miſerable by vain fears of 
preternatural occu rrences, which generally . 
owe their origin to the knavery of ſome ill 
diſpoſed perſon, who has a finiſter purpoſe 3 5 
to anſwer thereby, or to the fooliſh defire 
of alarming the minds of weak people: a 
practice ſometimes (though intended as fun) 
productive of very ſerious con ſequences. Now 
and then, indeed, theſe terrors are owing 
to accidental and ridiculous eatiſes. As an 
Inſtance, I ſhall give you the account of a ter- 5 
rible alarm which ſome years ſince took place * 
in an Hoſpital of this city, as related to me Fo 
by a gentleman, who at the time reſided in 
the houſe, for the purpoſe of completing | his 
medical education, and on whoſe veracity 1 


can confidently rely. 


= ws ft ah ively a noiſe. had Wn 
* 1 been heard in the lower part of the building, . 
3 like the continual tapping againſt a window, oo 
5 which led the night nurſes wiſely to conclude 
8 > muſt certainly be occaſioned by the Spirit 
1 ot 01 one of the bodies depoſited it in the dead- 
0 * 
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houſe endeavouring to. eſcape; as the ſound 
: ſeemed to proceed from that particular quar- 
ter. The dread of theſe ſagacious ladies at 
laſt became ſuch, as totally to prevent their 
going from ward to ward to do their duty, 
and determined my friend to attempt to lay 
5 this perturbed ſpirit ; which however he ap- 
prehended would more ſpeedily, as well as 
effectually, be performed by the aſſiſtance 
of a good cudgel, than by exorciſms; he 
therefore, inſtead of conſulting the Chaplain, 
gave orders the next night as ſoon as the 
== uſual areadful ſound was heard, to give him 
— notice. This you may ſuppoſe they did not 
To _ neglect doing, though at the ſame time they 
L were ſhocked at his temerity, and apprehen- 
5 five for the conſequences. Impreſſed with 
5 an idea of the alarm being occaſioned by 
"oa : {ome ſervant or patient in the houſe, he im- 
ww mediately ſallied forth, with a and in one 
. hand, and a good tough twig in the other, 0 
5 accompanied by two of the men ſervants of 
che Hoſpital, accoutred | my the fame manner, 
reſolved that if detected, the party ſhould. 


9 meet with an . reward. The dead- „ 
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houſe was paſſed ; the noiſe tic ed; 


though it evidently proceeded from a win- 
dow at ſome diſtance in the area, When 


the cavalcade came near the ſcene of action, 


the window ſuddenly and violently broke, 


without any thing being ſeen. This my 


friend confeſſed, for a moment occaſioned his 


making a halt ; but as nothing viſible had 


eſcaped through the area, it occurred to him 


| ſomething might have made an entrance that 


way; accordingly he proceeded to the 1 inter— 


nal part of the building, and on opening the 


door, the apparition. immediately not only 


appeared, but diſappeared, and that ſo in- 
ſtantaneouſſy as not to afford time. to apply 
the remedy intended. And what think you, 
was this dreadful ſpirit ? That you may 
exerciſe your ingenuity at guefling ; 2 Twin 


6 \ 


: here conelue © with, 
Ye I am, 
= 9-7, | Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


LETTER 


Nr 
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LETTER V. 


by Were thy education ne'er ſo mean, 


cc Having thy limbs, a thouſand fair courſes 
« Offer themſelves to thy election.“ 
"Hun Joxsox's Every Man i in * Humour, 


Laugh if you are wiſe,” - 
 MaRTIAL, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


CAT. ——An odd begin- 
ning of a Letter, by the bye — but here 
highly important and proper, as tending to 


(no doubt) muſt have filled your mind on 
the ſubject of the concluding part of my 


inſtance or two more, w which lately happened. 
odd volumes, or broken ſets of books, lived 
next door to a public-houſe in Ruſſell-court, 


Drury- lane; this public-houſe was ſeparated 


E partition, through which Mr. Higley cauſed 


relieve you from the anxious thoughts which e 


former letter. 1 muſt give you a laughable 


Mr. Higley, the bookſeller famous for ſelling 


from his habitation only by a light wainſcot 
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an hole to be cut, and a flider put over r it, 

ſo that when he wanted any beer, he always 
drew back the ſlider, and had it handed to 

him through this convenient aperture. 


The night after Mr. Higley? 3 death, 
which happened a few months fi ince, the 
man who was left to take care of the corps, 


about twelve o'clock hearing the landlord 


and his family going up ſtairs to their beds, 
on a ſudden drew back the ſlider and halloo'd 
through the hole, Bring me a pint of 
beer,” This order the landlord and his 
family heard, and were terribly alarmed, as 
they really thought it had proceeded from 


the ghoſt of their neighbour Higley ; the 


poor maid let fall the warming-pan, which 
came tumbling down the ſtairs; 
lady being within the reach of her huſband's 


legs, caught faſt hold of them, which in his 
fright he miſtook for poor Higley. But the 
man burſting into a hearty laugh, reſtored 


f the ſpirits of our hoſt and his family. 


„ 


the land- 


"IF 
N 


bc; 
A 


About the year 1781, ſix or ſeven mecha- 


nics having been drinking near the whole of 
the day at a public houſe in the Borough, they 
at night were at a loſs how to procure more 
liquor, their money being all gone, when 
two of the company obſerved, that an old 
wiredrawer 1 in the room was dead drunk, 
they propoſed to put him into a ſack, and to 
carry him to Longbottom, the reſurrection- 


man. This motion met with the approba- 


tion of the whole, and the two that propoſed 
it took him away to Longbottom's houſe, 
as a dead ſubject, and requeſted a guinea, b 
 faying that they would call for the remainder 
in the morning. Their requeſt was complied 
with, and the old wiredrawer was left in the 
ſack in a room amongſt dead bodies. About 
| midnight the old man awaked, and made a 
terrible noiſe, which much alarmed Mr. 4 
Longbottom and his wife, as they really -, # 
ſuppoſed that one of their dead ſubjects was 
come to life again, durſt not approach the 
= room, but remained for a long time under 8 OY 
a dreadful apprehenſion of what might be the 
conſequences. The old fellow after a long | . 
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ſt ruggle got out of the ſack, and after dumb 


about awhile over the dead bodies, he at laſt 


found his way down ſtairs, and off he ſet, leav- 


ing Mr. Longbottom and his wife in theutmoſt 


conſternation. The old wiredrawer related 
. = {tory to o my brother Philip N 


i now, I dare ſay, had enough of | 
Ghy alen 1 I will proceed w with my narration, 


During the time that 1 lived with the 
Baker, my name became ſo celebrated for 


ſelling a large number of pies, puddings, Kc. 
that for ſeveral years following, application 
was made to my father, for him to permit 
me to ſell Almanacks a few market days Be- 
fore and after Chriſtmas. In this employ 1 
took great delight, the country people being 


highly pleaſed with me, and purchaſing a 


great number of my Almanacks, which ex- 


cited envy in the itinerant venders of Moore, 


Wing, Poor Robin, &c. to ſuch a degree, 
that my father often expreſſed his anxiety 
leſt they ſhould ſome way or other do me a 
TP weleher But I had not the leaſt concern, 
1 ee eee — 


7 61 
7 
* 

* 
REL 
2 

"74 
* 

. 

4 


n 
g 5 SS. 
KL e 
3 WS > \ 


3 SS OY 
T 3 Le” 
<> 8 * 6 2 Re Lon e : 
Moe Tbs he Lee" 
. ( OS 
r 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 


for poſſeſling a light pair « of heels, I always 
kept at a proper diſtance. 


o, my friend, little did 1 imagine at that 


mean ſpirit in many of the bookſellers of 


cc 


Aa 
* 


CI 
A 


time, that I ſhould ever excite the ſame poor 


London and other places! a but, 


Enæy at laſt crawls forth, from hell's dire throng, 


Of all the direfull'ſt! her black locks hung long, 
Attir'd with curling ſerpents ; her pale ſkin 


Was almoſt dropp'd from her ſharp bones within, 


And at her breaſt ſtuck vipers, which did prey 


Upon her panting heart both night and day, 


Sucking black blood from thence : which to repair, 


Both day and night they left freſh poiſons there, 
Her garments were deep-ſtain'd with human gore, 
And torn by her own hands, in which ſhe bore 
A knotted whip and bowl, which to the brim, 


Did green gall, and the juice of wormwouod ſwim; 


With which when ſhe was drunk, ſhe furious grew, 


And laſh'd herſelf : thus from th' accurſed Crew, 


Envy, the worſt of fiends, herſelf preſents, 


Envy, good when ſhe herſelf torments,? | 
| CowLev, 


-T he true condition of Envy i is, 
«© Dolor alienæ felicitatis ; to have 


Our eyes continually fix'd upon another 


BD Man's proſperity, that is, his chict dg, 5 


« And to gore at that,” 
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I was fourteen years and a half old Shen 
1 went with my father to work at Taunton, 
ſeven miles from Wellington. We had been 

there about a fortnight, when my father in- 

formed our maſter, George Bowden, that he 
would return to Wellington again. Mr. 

Bowden was then pleaſed to inform my fa- 

ther that he had taken a liking to me, and 

propoſed taking rae apprentice ; I ſeconded 

Mr. Bowden's motion (having a better proſ- 


3 ped i in continuing with Mr. Bowden than in 


returning to Wellington with my father), as 
be offered. to take me without any premium, 
and to find me in every thing. My father ac- 

| cepted his offer, and I was immediately bound 
apprentice for ſeven years to Mr, George and 
Mrs. Mary Bowden, as honeſt and worthy a 


dy as ever carried on a trade. 


«6 © Religious, punctual, 4 and ſo forth; | 
«6 Their word could paſs tor more than 0 were wort.” 


. Porz. 5 


They carefully attended to their ſhop ſix 
days in the week, and on the ſeventh went 
with their family twice to an aer 
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meeting ; where little attention was paid to 
ſpeculative doctrines ; but where ſound mo- 


rality was conſtantly inculcated. 


e For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight, 
« His can't be wrong whoſe life is in the right,” 


But in this, as in many other places of wor- 


ſhip, it was performed in a dull ſpiritleſs 
manner; ſo that the excellent morality 
taught there was not ſo much attended to 
AS. It would have been had it been enforced, 


or re-enforced by the captivating. powers of 


oratory. 


1 W that although I con- 


ſtantly attended this place, it was a year or 


two before I took the leaſt notice of the ſer⸗ 
mon, which was read; nor had I any idea 


that 1 had the leaſt concern in what the 


miniſter was (as tis called) preaching about. 


1 For, 


10 Wo a cold, dull, lifeleſs dealing keeps, 
9 One half his audience e , whilſt t'other che. 


1 * F * 


a N like plays, ſome pleaſe us at the ear, 
— But never will a ſerious reading bear; 
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{© Some in the cloſet edify enough, / | 
«© That from the pulpit ſeem'd but ſorry ſtuff, 
e Tis thus there are who by ill reading ſpoil 
«© Young's pointed ſenſe, or Atterbury's ſtyle! 
« While others, by the force of eloquence, 
«© Make that ſeem, fine, which ſcarce is common ſenſe, 
«© But ſome will preach without the leaft pretence 
*© To virtue, learning, art, or eloquence. 
«© Why not? you cry: they plainly ſee, no doubt 


A prieſt may grow right reverend without. 
47 9 5 Art of Preaching. 


Dear Friend, 
Yours. | 
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LETTER VI. 


4 Youth i is tht ſock whence grafted ſuperſtion | 
8 Shoots with enen vigour,” 


Mr LLER'S Mahomet: 55 


% All muſt lament that he's under ſuch banners, 
As evil community ſpoils our good manners.“ 


SIM EIN, 


Dax FRIEND, 


A the time that I was 


6, x Fe 


bound apprentice, my maſter had two ſons, 


: ** 
3. * "Se i 


the eldeſt about ſeventeen years old, the 
youngeſt fourteen. The eldeſt had juſt been 
baptized, and introduced as a member of the 
arianiſtical dipping community where my 
maſter and his family attended. The boy was 


a very ſober induſtrious youth, and gaye his 


father and mother much pleaſure. The 


youngeſt was alſo a good lad. Thus every 
thing continued well for ſome time after 1 


had been added to the family, Both of the 
boys had very good natural parts, and had 


learn ed 4 75 


: 3 A > N 6 + 4 
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learned to read, write, keep accounts, Kc. 


— — 


But they had been at ſchools where no va- 
riety of books had been introduced, ſo that 
all they had read was the Bible. My maſter's 

- whole library conſiſted of a ſchool- ſize Bible, 
Watts's Pſalms and Hymns, Foot's Tract 

on Baptiſm, Culpepper 8 Herbal, the Hiſtory 

of the Gentle Craft, an old imperfect volume 


— 2 
ed) 1 : _ | 
8 1 * 
* . * - . 1 _ ” 


. 


of Receipts 1 in Phyſic, Surgery, &c. and the 
Ready Reckoner. The ideas of the family BT 
were as circumſcribed as their library. My = 


r 
of) 
4 5 q 


maſter called attention to buſineſs and work- 
ing hard, minding the main chance.” On —_ 


Sundays all went to meeting 3 ; my maſter on 
that day ſaid a ſhort grace before dinner, and 


the boys read a few chapters i in the Bible, Es 


took a walk for an hour or two, then read a 


| CDI. "er 
a ; a b = A 2 | W Fo. 
g 5 pts : g 5 by Ig "HIM 
| | | | Ws 16 
1 5 . 8 0 ; , 4 5 


1 

2 
e 

. 


What right, what true, what lit ive juſtly call, 
And this was all our care—for this is all.” 


tube, then fupped, and went early to bed, 
1 Fe ſatisfied with having done 8 | 
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duty ; and each having a quiet conſcience, 
Joon fell into the arms © eb Nature's ſoft 
30 nu rſe! ſy weet 6 


| FW « And thus whatever be our tation, 
; 4 Our hearts in ſpite of us declare; 
25 7; 1 « We feel peculiar conſolation, ; 
| 125 And — of — a ſhare.” 
Honacy Imitated, 


] cannot here omit mentioning a very 
ſingular cuſtom of my maſter's : Every 
morning, at all ſeaſons of the year, and in 
all weathers, he roſe about three o'clock, 
took a walk by the river-fide round French- 
ware-fields, ſtopt at an alehouſe that was 


early open to drink half a pint of ale, came 
back before ſix o'clock, then called up his 


Wa n 8 3 


people to work, and went to bed again 
about fovens, en 


: : . Thus was the good man's family jogging 
== caſily and quietly on, no one doubting but 
l he ſhould go to heaven when he died, and 
every one hoping it would be a good while 
7 W ficſt, : 5 

Aman ſhould be religious, not ſuperſtitious.” 


E e But 


about twelve or fifteen months, when my 


- that put an end to the happineſs and peace of 


| | maſter's eldeſt ſon George happened to go 
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this little family. 1 had been an apprentice 


Chriſt, By this ſermon the fallow ground 


was now perſuaded that the innocent and 5 
good life he- had led would only ſink him * 
deeper into hell: in ſhort, he found out that . 

he had never been converted, and of courſe 

Was i in a ſtate of damnation, without benefit 
of Clergy. But he did not long continue in 
this damnable lars, but ſoon became « one e of 


He patties: Bimſelf that he had paſſed 
through the New Birth, and was quite ſure 

that his name was regiſtered 1 in the Book of 
Life, and (to the great grief of his parents) 


But, alas! the dreadful criſis was at hand 


and hear a ſermon by one of Mr. Weſley” J 
preachers, who had left the plough-tail to 
preach the pure and unadulterated Goſpel of 


of poor George's heart was ploughed up, he 


„ The anctifted hand 
* Xe Who all holy mpfterics well underſtand, of 


Sui. 


he was in _ become a new Creature. 


66 2d was 
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« "Twas W ode grace chat made him toſs and tumble, 
„ Which in his entrails did like julap rumble.” 


Ovid's Epiſt. Burleſqued. . 


George had no ſooner made things ſure 


for himſelf, than he began to extend his 
concern to his father, mother, brother, and 
me; and very kindly gave us to underſtand, 
that he was ſure we were in a very deplorable 
ſtate, © without hope, and: without God in 
the world,” being under the curſe of the 


Law. 


% For all entluſafts when the fel is ſtrong. 
1 5 ale a volubility of tongue,” 1 0 


FE NTOx. 
l 


In the long winter nights, as we ſat at 
work together, he proved (in his way) that 
i every man had original ſin enough to damn 


a thouſand ſouls; and a deal was ſaid on 


5 that ſubject. A paſſage was quoted from 
the wiſe determination of the doctors of the 
1 Sorbornne, where they ſay that children in- 
5 cloſed in their mother's womb, are liable 88 
damnation, if they die there unbaptized. ſr 
Quotations were alſo. made from ue "IP . 
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« infants in hell but a ſpan long ;” and that 
« hell was paved with infant ſculls,” &e. 


40 Thus feigning to adore, make thee, 
« A tyrant God of cruelty ! 
«« As if thy right-hand did contain | 
Only an univerſe of pain, 
| 2 Hell and damnation in thy left, 
Of ev'ry gracious gift bereft, 5 
« Hence reigning floods of grief and woes, 
On thoſe that never were wy * : 
Hy 9 torments,” 


no avail; that as for good works, they were 
only ſplendid fins; and that in the beſt good 


was fin enough to fink the doer to the nether- 


every thing, without a grain of morality ; but 


that no man could have one particle of this 


8 myſterious faith, before he was juſtified; and 


Jul ifieation was a ſudden operation on the 


ſoul, by which the moſt execrable wretch 


that ever 1280 might inſtantaneouſly be aſ- 


ſured 


5 author who had aſſerted, that there were 


As to Morality, George a ſſured | us it was of. 


work that any creature could perform, there 


moſt hell; that it was faith alone that did 


ſured of all his fins being pardoned ; that his 
body from that very moment became the liv- 


Rant, and infallible guide: 


« Whate er men ſpeak by this new light, 
* Still they were ſure to be i'the right. 
. «« This dark-fanthorn of the Spirit, 

i « Which none ſee by but thoſe that bear it; - 
| « A light that falls down from on high, 
% For ſpiritual trades to cozen by; 

5 An ignis fatuus, that bewitches 
. « And leads men into pools and ditches, 
TE *© This light inſpires and plays upon 

5 * The noiſe of Saint, like bagpipe drone, 
«© And ſpeaks through hollow empty ſoul, 
* As through a trunk, or whiſpering hole, 
« Such language as no mortal ear 
«« But ſpiritu'l eaves-droppers can hear,” 
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ing temple of the Holy Ghoſt ; that he had 
fellowſhip with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit; and, that Spirit was to be their con- 


My maſter very ſeldom heard any of theſe | 
converſations, but my good miſtreſs would 
& fit down for hours together, with her Bible 
4 in her lap, from which ſhe would read ſuch f 
- ſcriptures as proved the neceſſity of living a 
{ good life, performing good works, &c. ſhe tn 
alſo did her beſt to confute the tenets of © ©: 


E 3 Original | 
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Original fin, Imputed righteouſneſs, doArine 
of the Trinity, &c. &c. Unfortunately the 
good woman had no great talents for contro- 


verſy; however, George had a very tenacious 


memory, and employed all his thoughts on a 
theſe ſubjects, ſo that John his younger bro- 


ther, and I alſo (two competent judges no 


doubt) thought that he had the beſt of the 
arguments on theſe edifying ſubjects. No- 
| thing, ſays Montaigne, is ſo firmly believed as 
that which we leaſt know, for which rea- 
ſon Plato faid, „that it was more eaſy to 
ſatisfy his hearers, with di ſcourſes about the 


nature of the Gods than of men.“ About 


ſive months after George 8 conv erſion, John | 
went to hear thoſe only true Ambaſſadors 
from Heaven, 


c c Who ſtroll and teach from town to town 
©. The good old Cauſe : which ſome believe 
on To be the devil that tempted Eve 
With knowledge, and do {till i invite 
0 The world to miſchief with new light..“ 


Bur ER. 


Theſe devil- -dodgers happened to be ſo very 
e (that is very #0 50 that they ſoon 
ſent 


4 e 
N 


3 
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e, 
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ſent John home, crying out, he ſhould be 
damn'd | he ſhould be damn'd for ever! 


But John ſoon got out of the damnable 
ſtate, and aſſured us that all his fins were 


_ forgiven, merely by believing that he had 
paſſed from death into life, and had union 
and communion with God. He now became 
as merry as before he had been ſorrowful, and 


28252 in Mr. Weſley” 8 ſtrain, | 


« Not a doubt ſhall ariſe 
| « To darken the ſkies, AE Th, : 
« Nor hide for a moment my God from my Eyes.” 


John ſung to me, and ſaid to me a deal 1n this: 
wonderful ſtrain, of which I did not oper 
hend one 1yllable. 


00 nn His words were looſe i 
As keys of ſand, and ſcatter'd wide from ſenſe, 
3 2" 80 high he mounted in his airy throne, 
* That when the wind had got & into his heads. 
C6 It turn'd his brains to o frenry.” 


. But theſe extraordinary accounts and iifcoarfes. 
together with the controverſies between the 
mother and the ſons, made me think they 
35 Ka: knew 555 
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7 


knew many matters of which I was totally 
This created in me a deſire for 
knowledge, that ] might know who was right 


ignorant. 


and who was wrong. But to my great mor- 
tification, I could not read. I knew moſt of. 

the letters, and a few eaſy words, and I ſet 
about learning with all my might. My miſ- 
treſs would ſometimes inſtruct me; and hav- 
ing three-halfpence per week allowed me by 
my mother, this money I gave to John (my 
maſter's youngeſt ſon) and for every three- 
halfpence he taught me to ſpell one hour; 
this was done in the dark, as we were not 
allowed a candle after we were ſent up ſtairs 


to bed. 


4 ſoors made a little progreſs i in reading; 


in the mean time I alſo went to the Metho- 


diſt meeting. There, as 6 enthuſiaſm . is the 
child of melancholy,” 1 caught the infection. 


The firſt that 1 heard Was one Thomas 
Bryant, known in Taunton by the name of 


the damnation preacher (he had juſt left off 


cobbling ſoles of another kind. ) Bis lermon 


frightened. me molt terribly, | 1 ſoon after 


went 
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25 
went to hear an old Scotchman, and he 
aſſured his congregation, that they would be 
e damn'd, and double damn'd, and treble 
1 1 damn'd, and damn'd for ever, if they died 
1 without wh at he called fatth. 


1 64 | cc Conj'rers like, on fire ind brimſtone dwell, 

EA N And draw edt movin g argument from hell.” 

. 5 Seu Jar xs. 
9 This marvellous doctrine and noiſy rant 
and enthuſiaſm ſoon worked on my paſſions, 
N and made me believe myſelf to be really 1 in 
. 5 the damnable condition that they repre- 
1090 1 ſented; and in this miſerable ſtate I con- 
8 tinued for about a month, being all that 
time unable to work myſelf up to the 
proper key. 


At laſt, by ſinging and repeating enthuſi- 
aſtic amorous hymns, and ignorantly ap- 
plying particular texts of ſeripture, 1 got 
my imagination to the Proper pitch, and 
thus was TI born again in an inſtant, became 
a "ry great favourite of heaven, 


85 And with my new invented patent eyes, 
% Saw Heay' n and all the angels i in the ſkies.” 
Pzrzx Pr NDER, 


I bak 
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1 had angels to attend all my ſteps, and was 


as familiar with the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, as any old woman in Mr. Weſley's 
connection; which, by the bye, is ſay ing a 


— , , 


— — 2 


great deal. | 
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LETTER VII. 
&© No fleep, no peace, no reſt 2 : | 5 75 
60 Their wand' ring and afflicted minds polleſs 6 
0 Upon their ſouls and eyes 
Hell and eternal horror lies, 
be Unuſual ſhapes and images, | 
« Dark pictures and reſemblances _ _ 
"6 Of things to come, and of the worlds below, 5 e 
« O'er their diſtemper'd fancies 80: 
& Sometimes they curſe, ſometimes they . unto 
% Ihe gods above, the gods beneath; 1 
No Sos but waking 1 now was ſiſter unto > 40 15 1 
Br. Sena, - 


DEAR FRIEND, = 25 


Ir is perhaps worth remark- 
ing, that what the methodiſts call conviction 
of ſin, being awakened, &e. 18 often a moſt 
dreadful ſtate, and has the very ſame effect — 9 
on ſuch as have lived a very innocent life as 2 
oO "wah the moſt notorious n this "I 


hers O32 all His ug in 1 the A 
Bible on the heads of the moſt virtuous as = 


well as molt vicious; for, ſay they, he who 
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able to themſelves. and all around them; 
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keepeth the whole law and offendeth but | in 


one point, is as much in a ſtate of damna- N 
tion, as he that hath broken every one of the ws” 1 
commandments, or committed robbery, = 
murder, &c. ſo that they pour out every 
aw ful denuneiation found in the Bible, and 
many not found there, a againſt all who have 
not the methodiſtical faith: this they call 
ſhaking the people over the mouth of hell, 
and they in reality believe. 


«6 That cruel God, who form'd us in his wrath, 
To plague, oppreſs, and torture us to death, 
* Who takes delight to ſee us in deſpair, 1 
Nag is more happy, the more curs'd we are. 
« Tn vain all nature ſmiles, but man alone, 
« He's form dr more perfect and was made to groan,” 
Took Officer” $ Trifles, 


Thus are many who bein poſſeſſed —_ 
«© conſciences void of offence towards God . 
and mankind” tricked out of their peace of — 
mind, by 1 the! ignorant application of texts of 
ſeripture. Their fears being once to. dread- | 


1 £444 


fully alarmed, they often become inſupport- 


3 „„ as many 


1 
4 


89 
many in this ſtate have put a period to their 
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exiſtence, others run mad, &c. 


„% Oh! would mankind but make oreat truths their guide, 
« And force the helm from prejudice and pride ; 
* Were once theſe maxims fix d, that God's our friend, 
4 Virtue our good, and happineſs our end; | 4 
96 How foon muſt reaſon o'er the world prevail, ROW x | = : 4 
« Anderror, fraud, and ſuperſtition 8 
None would hereafter then with groundleſs fear, % 
ce Deſeribe th Almighty cruel and ſevere.” 
Soame Jenyns's e to Hon. p. York. 


7 


If the above terror of conſcience was only 
-20- take place in knaves and raſcals, there 
would be no reaſon for blaming the metho- 
Ldiſts on that head; * the wretch deſerves the 
_ hell he feels.” A terrible inſtance of this 
_ kind happened near London- bridge about 
two years ſince: a perſon in a lucrative 
branch of buſineſs had put unbounded con- 
fidence in his head ſhopman, and well re- | 
warded him for his ſuppoſed faithfulneſs. 

One morning, this man not coming down 
ftairs ſo i ſoon as uſual, the ſervant maid went 
up to call him, and found him hanging * Sy ö 1 
to the bed-poſt; ſhe had the preſence of : 
mind to cut him down, but he being nearly 
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EY recovered. 


Toad, it was ſome days before he beten 


F. 


On bis maſter coming to town, he was in- 


formed of what had happened to his favourite 
ſhopman; he heard the relation with the 


utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and took great pains to 


diſcover the cauſe of ſo fatal a reſolution, 


but to no purpoſe. However, he endea- © 


voured to reconcile this unhappy man to 


life, was very tender towards him, and gave 
him more encouragement than ever; but the 
more the maſter did to encourage and make 
him happy, the more the poor wretch ap- 
peared to be dejected ; in this unhappy ſtate 


of mind he lived about fix months, when 


one morning, not appearing at his uſual time, 


the ſervant maid went to ſee if he was well, 
and found him very weak 1 in bed; a day or 
two after, his maſter came to town, and 
being told of his ſituation, went up to ſee him, 
and finding him in bed, and apparently verx 
ill, propoſed ſending for a byſician, but the 


poor devil refuſed to take any thing, and re- 


Jected every aſſiſtance, ſaying his time was 


near! ly 


P'S 


= 2» | es 
. 
. 


MS 


n 


LIFE or J. LACKINGTON. 97 


nearly come. Soon after this the ſervant 
informed her maſter that he would not have 

the bed made, and that ſhe had juſt obſerved 
ſome blood on one corner of the ſheet. The 
_ maſter then went up ſtairs again, and by lift- 
ing up. the bed-clothes found that he had 

ſtabbed himſelf in ſeveral places, and that | in 
this ſtate he had lain three or four days. 


* 
* 
> 
1 
WEL, 
1 
* 


RE „When innocence and peace are gone, 


How ſad, how teazable to live!“ SrcunDus. 


On the ſurgeon's appearance, he refuſed to 
have the wounds inſpected, and the ſurgeon 
= being of opinion that is was too late to render 
= bin any kind of ſervice, they let him lie 
ſtill. The maſter ſoon after this preſſed him : 
| muck to know the myſterious. cauſe of ſo . 
= much miſery, and ſo unnatural an end. The I 
5 A 5 dying wretch exclaimed, « 4 wounded con- 
5 ſcience, who can bear.“ The maſter then 
endeavoured to > comfort Mas, and aſſured him 
| that his conſcience ought not to wound him. 
ke I know you (continued he) to be a good 
man, and the beſt 75 ſervants.“ Hold! hold! 
exclaimed the wretch, Four: words are re dag- 


< RF Boer on EE tt 
7 
< a 4 Dy e rs! — 1 ky FAS 
y US 3 BY = bh 2 4 l 5 E 
_ n ö 9 v 7 


gers 1 


d LIFE OF r 1. LACKINGTON: 
gers to my ſoul | I am a villain, I have robbed 
you of hundreds, and have long ſuffered the . 
tortures of the damned for being thus a con- bo 7 
cealed villain; every act of kindneſs ſhewn to ; 
me by you has been long like vultures tearing 
my vitals. Go, fir, leave me, the fight of you 
cauſes me to ſuffer excruciating tortures; he 
then ſhrunk under the bed- clothes, and the 
ſame night expired in a ſtate of mind unhappy 
beyond all deſcription. 
= Hope gone! the guilty never reſt! 
« Diſmay is always near; 
« There is a midnight in he breaft, 
No morn can ever cheer.” Night Scenes. 
Terrible as the above relation is, I aſſure 
$ you that I have not heightened it: when 
„ n ungrateful villain is puniſhed by his own 
== reflections, we acknowledge it to be but juſt. 
In Morton's Hiſtory of Apparitions are ſevera] 
ſhocking ſtories of perſons, who by their 
2 abandoned practices, have brought on them- 
| ; 15 "= ſelves all the horrors of a guilty conſcience. 
= t | : « 0 treacherous blocs, while ſhe ſeems to Nleep 
1 On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren ſong: 


e While ſhe ſeems nodding o'er her charge to drop 


On headlong appetite the ſlacken'd rein, , | 
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_— And gives up. to licence unrecall'd, ; 
% Unmarked ; ſee from behind her deset ſtand, 
* The fly informer minutes every fault, 
* And her dread diary with horror fills. 
«A watchful foe ! the formidable ſpy. 
_ « Lift'ning, o'erhears the whiſpers of our camp: 


; ; Wk 5 
LY 

2 VR, ; 
* A 


% Our dawning purpoſes of heart explores, 

« And ſteals our embryos of iniquity, 

4 As all rapacious uſurers conceal, 

6 Their doomſday- boo from all conſuming heirs, 


«© Thus with indulgence moſt ſevere ſhe treats, | 
* 4 « Writes down our whole hiftory, which death hall read, 
In ev'ry * delinquent 8 private ear.“ 

Night Thoughts. 


— 1 But the caſe is others ſe amon oft the metho- 

1 diſts, they work on the fears of the moſt ä 1 
virtuous 3 youth and innocence fall victims 
daily before their threats of hell and damna- 
tion, and the poor feeble-minded, inſtead of 
. | being comforted and encouraged, are often 
Hoy by them ſunk into an irrecoverabl. ſtate of 


1 glory” deſj dee and horrible deſpair. 


It is true that many 5 their TORY are 
not only methodiſtically convinced, or 
alarmed, but are alſo hocus pocuſly comvrted, 


for as ſome of their preachers employ: all their =. 
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art and rhetoric, to alarm and terrify, fo 
others of them uſe their utmoſt ſkill, to give 


them aſſurance of their ſins being pardoned ; 
which remind us of the law-ſuit, where one 
party ſued for a forged debt, and the other ; 
produced a forged receipt. But with thou- 
ſands that is not the caſe, even with thoſe |! 


Who join their ſociety, where ſo much 


of divine love, aſſurance, and extaſies are 
talked of, where enthuſfiaſtic, rapturous, 
intoxicating hymns are ſung, and beſides the 


unhappy mortals in their own community, 


| thouſands there are who have loſt their peace 3} 
of mind by one. hearing their ſermons, 


And even thoſe among them who have 
derived to the higheſt pitch of enthuſiaſm, 


and who at times talk of their foretaſte of 


heaven, and of their full afſurance of ſins 


forgiven, and of talking to the Deity as fa- 
A miliarly as they will to one another ; (all 
4 which, and much more, 1 have heard a 
thouſand times)- yet even thoſe very pre- 


tended favorites of heaven are (if we be- 


2 lieve themſelves) miſerable for the greatelt 


part 
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83 


e part of their time, having doubts, Gare, 
horrors of mind, &c. continually haunting | 
them wherever they are. The ſuperſtitious 
man, ſays Cicero, 1s miſerable in every ſcene, 
in every incident of life: even ſleep itſelf, 
which baniſhes all other cares of unhappy | 
| mortals, affords to him matter of new terror, 
| while he examines his dreams, and finds in 


7 thoſe viſions of the night, prognoſtication of 

Ny ” future calamities.” Between twenty and 
© thirty years ſince, ſome thouſands of them 
_ in London took it into their heads that the 
world would be at an end on ſuch a night, 


: 5 aud for ſome days previous to this fatal night, 
On nothing was attended to but faſting and 
praying, and when it came, they made a 
watch- night of i it, and ſpent it in prayer, 
"0 &c, expecting every moment to be the laſt; 
: . and it iS remarkable, that thouſands who 
. were not methodiſts gave credit to this ridi- 
> culous prophecy, and were terribly alarmed ; 
but the next morning they were aſhamed to 
look at one another, and many durſt not 
= appear in their ſhops for ſometime after- 
2 | wards, But others of them ſaid that God 
2 TT had 
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had heard the prayers of the righteous, and 


ſo ſpared the world a little longer. Some 
years after that Mr. Weſley alarmed his 
N people all over England, with the tail of a 
comet; great numbers were dreadfully ap- 4 
prehenſive leſt this comet ſhould ſcorch the : 
earth to a cinder ; but the ſaints by prayer 
made the comet keep a proper diſtance. 


a 


-Charnock, 4 the laſt century, in his dif. 


courſe on Providence, has proved (in his 


way) that the univerſe was created and is 


kept agoing for the ſake of the elect, and that 
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as ſoon as their number is com plete, the 


whole will be deſtroyed. This is genuine 


calviniſm. 


The fanatics in every age have found their 


account in making their followers believe 
the end of the world was at hand. In ſome 
of the wills and deeds, by which eſtates have 
been given to monaſteries, &c. in France, 


| they have exprefled their belief of the world's 


being nearly at an end, as a reaſon for mak- 


ing ſuch liberal donations to the church, 


-- 0 But 


. 
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But it is happy for us that in England ſuch 
wills would be ſet aſide. A caſe of this na- 
ture occurred while Lord Northington was 
at the head of the law department. Reilly 
the preacher, had wheedled, or frightened, 
an old woman (Mrs. Norton) out of a deed 
of gift of fifty pounds per year, but after the | 


old woman's panic and fear of damnation 


was over, ſhe had recourſe to Chancery, and 

his Lordſhip annulled the deed of gift. His 
Lordſhip' s remarks on ſuch kinds of | impo- 
== fition are very curious, and worth your 
= _ See Collectanea Juridica, vol. I. 


Iz] fas, the very beſt of the methodiſts 
are like children, elated or depreſſed by mere 
trifles; and many who joined them while 
young and ignorant, quit their ſociety as 
they attain to years of diſcretion, or as their 7 
judgment is better informed. 


Love or anger, ambition or avarice (ays 
_ - 2 great man) have their root in the temper 
— and affections, which the ſoundeſt reaſon. 18 E 
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* * 


c 5 ſcarce able fully to correct 5 but ſuperſtition, 


being founded on falſe opinion, muſt imme- 


diately vaniſh, when true philoſophy has in- 
ſpired juſter ſentiments of ſuperior powers. 
I am, | 
Dear Friend, 


DEAR FRIEND, 
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LETTER VII. 


« Religion's luſtre is by native innocence. 
„ Divinely fair, pure, and fimple from all arts; 
« You daub and dreſs her like a common miſtreſs, 
« The hatlot of your fancies ; and by adding 
5 « Falſe beauties, which ſhe wants not, make the world 
” ' Suſpect her * face is s foul within.” 1 


Rows 8 Tamerlane. 


40 Be careful to eſtroy the book of e 

cc Subſtantial virtues that vile papiſt claims; 
«© Forgetting Paul, he ſpurns at faith alone, 
* And bids our ſaintſhip by our lives be known: : 
« All Cato's virtue was not worth a pin, 
«© And Pocion's exit but a ſhining fin, 


Tun embutidic notions 
which 1 had imbibed, and the deſire 1 had ta 
be talking about religious myſteries, &c. 
anſwered one valuable purpoſe; as it cauſed 
me to embrace every opportunity to learn to 
read, ſo that I could ſoon read the ealy parts 
of the Bible, Mr. W elley” s Hymns, &c. and 
every leiſure minute was ſo employed. 


F 4 . 


— 


* 
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In the winter I was obliged to attend my 
work from fix in the morning until ten 
at night. In the ſummer half year, I only 
worked as long as we could ſee without can- 
dle; but notwithſtanding the cloſe attention 
I was obliged to pay to my trade, yet for a 


long time I read ten chapters 1 in the Bible 
every day: I alſo read and learned many 
hymns, and as ſoon as I could procure ſome 
of Mr. Weſley's Tracts, Sermons, &c. I 


read them alſo ; many of them I peruſed In 
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Cbloacina's Temple. (the place where my 
Lord Cheſterfield adviſed his ſon to read the 
claſſics, but I did not apply them after read- "wg 
ing to the farther uſe that his Lordſhip 1 
hints at.) 


Me 


1 7 8 
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* 


1 had ſuch good eyes, that I often read by 
the light of the Moon, as my maſter would 
never permit me to take a candle into my 
room, and that probibition 7 looked upon as 
a kind of perſecution, but I always comforted 
myſelf with the thoughts of my being a dear 
child of God; and as ſuch, that it was im- 
poſlible for me to eleape perſecution from 
9 | nents gh 


0 — BE.a 1 0. 
"ea Ter inde Ef . 


4; 122465 
# C 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 101 


the children of the devil, which epithers I 
very prouſly applied to my good maſter and 
miſtreſs. And fo ignorantly and imprudently 
zealous (being a real methodiſt) was I for 
the good of their precious ſouls, as ſometimes 
to give them broad hints of it, and of the 5 

dangerous ſtate they were in. Their pious 2 


good old miniſter, the Reverend Mr. Har- 
riſon, 1 called ““ a blind leader of the blind; * 


and I more than once aſſured my miſtreſs, 
that both he and his whole flock were in a 
ſtate of damnation, being without the aſſu- 
rance of their {ins being pardoned, they muſt 


be ſtrangers to the hope of Iiracl, and 
without God in the world.“ My good 


miſtreſs. wiſely thought that 4 good ſtick 


was the beſt way of arguing with ſuch an 


ignorant infatuated boy as I was, and had 


often recourſe to it; but I took care to give 


her a deal of trouble; . for whenever 1 was 


ordered! in my turn to read in the Bible, I 
always ſelected ſuch chapters as I thought | 


militated againſt | Arians, Socinians, Kc. and 


ſuch verſes as I deemed favourable to the doo- 


trine of Og Sin, Juſtification by: F aich. _— 
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imputed Righteouſneſs, the doctrine of the 
Trinity, &c. On ſuch parts I always placed: 
A particular emphaſis, which puzzled and = 
teazed the old lady a good deal. 


Among other places I thought (having ſo 
been taught by the methodiſts) that the ſix- 
teenth chapter of Ezekiel very much favoured 
the doctrines of original fin, imputed righte- "1 8 
ouſneſs, &c. that chapter I often ſelected ang 
read to her, and ſhe as often read the 
eighteenth chapter of the ſame prophecy, 
for the ſake of the parable c of the Father 8 
cating ſour os 


Whenever I _ in St. Paul's Epifiles on 
5 juſtif cation by faith alone, my good miſtreſs 
would read in the Epiſtle of St. James, ſuch 
pafſages as ſay that a man is not juſtified by 
faith alone, but by faith and works, which 
often embarraſſed me not a little. However, 
I comforted myſelf with the conceit of having 
more texts of Scripture on my fide of the 
queſtion than ſhe had on her fide. As to St. 
" James, I was almoſt ready to conclude, that 
1 == JJC 
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he was not quite orthodox, and ſo at laſt = 
did not * h what he laid. 


«© — Falſe opinions rooted in the mind, | 
„ Hoodwink the ſoul and keep our reaſon blind. 
40 In controverted points can reaſon ſway, 


25 When * or conceit hurries us away?“ 


M H itherto I ad not frequented the make. 
diſt meetings by the conſent or knowledge of 


OY my maſter and miſtreſs ; nor had my zeal 
8 been ſo great as to make me openly violate 
+ their commands. But as my zeal increaſed 
1 much faſter than my knowledge, 1 ſoon diſ- 
regarded their orders, and without heſitation 
ran away to hear a. methodiſtical ſermon as 
often as I could find opportunity. One Sun 
day morning at eight o'clock my miſtreſs 
ſeeing her ſons ſet off, and knowing that 
they were gone toa methodiſt meeting, de- 
termined to prevent me from doing the ſame 
by locking the door, which ſhe accordingly 
did; on which in a ſuperſtitious mood, I 
opened the Bible for direction what to do 
(ignorant methodiſts often Practiſe the ſame 
ſuperſtitious | 


— 
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ſuperſtitious method) and the firſt words I 


read were theſe, He has given his angels 


charge concerning thee, leſt at any time 


thou ſhouldeſt daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone,” 


This was enough for me; ſo without a mo- 
ment's heſitation, Iran up two pair of ſtairs | 


to my own room, and out of the window I 


leaped, to the great terror of my poor miſ- 
treſs. 


meeting- bouſe ; but alas! I could run no 


farther; my feet and ancles were moſt into- 
lerably bruiſed, ſo that ] was obliged to be 


carried back and put to bed; and it was 


more than a month before 1 recovered the 


uſe of my limbs. 1 was ignorant enough to 


think. that the Lord had not uſed me very 


well, and reſolved not to put ſo much truſt 
in him for the future. 


This my raſh adventure made a great 
noiſe in the town, and was talked of many 


miles round. Some few admired my ama- 
-zing ſtrength of faith, but the major part 


Plies 1 


I got up immediately, and ran about 
wo or three hundred yards, towards the 
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pitied me, as a poor ignorant, deluded and. 
infatuated boy. oe” "= — 


e The neighbours ſtar'd and figh'd yet bleſs'd the lad, 
Some deem'd him wond*rous wiſe, ſome beliey'd him mad, a 
| | . Ds. BzarT; E. 
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Dear Friend, 
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LETTER Ix. 


One makes the rugged paths ſo ſmooth and even, 
None but an ill-bred man can miſs of heaven. 
«& Another quits his ſtockings, breeches, ſhirt, 
: «© Becauſe he fancies virtue dwells in dirt: 
% While all concur to take away the ſtreſs, 
"0 From weightier points, and lay it on the leſs.” 


 STILLINGFLEET on Converſation” 


«© Gad I've a thriving traffic in my eye, 5 
% Near the mad manſions of Moorfields I'll bawl ; 
« Friends, fathers, mothers, fifters, ſons and all, 
% Shut up your ſhops, and liſten to my call. 

: = Foorz. 


DEAR FRIEN D, 


Is the fourth year of my ap- 


3 my maſter died; now although 
he was a good huſband, a good father, and N 


a good maſter, &c. yet as he LM os this 
methodiſtical faith, and could not pronounce 


the Shibboleth of that ſect, 1 Piouſy feared = 


that he was gone to hell. 


MI miſtreſ chonght- that his. death was 15 
| haſtened by his uneaſy. refletions | on the 
bad 
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dad behaviour of his ſons, after they com- 


[EE enced methodiſts, as before they were con- 
* 1 er ted each was dutiful and attended to his 
bY: trade, but after they became ſaints they 


+ attended Jo much to their ſpiritual concerns 
© that they acted as though they ſuppoſed they 
" were to be fed and cloathed by miracles, like 


Mr. Huntingdon, | who informs us in his 
book called * The Bank of Faith,” that the 
Lord ſent him a pair of breeches, that a 

dog brought him mutton to eat, fiſh died at 
night in a pond on purpoſe to be eaten by 
5 him 1 in the morning money, and! in ſhort 
1 every thing he could deſire, he obtained by 
5 5 prayer. Mr. Weſley uſed to cure a violent 
paiin in his head the ſame way, as he relates 
in his uh. Thus as Foote fays, 


Ts = « With labour, toil, all ſecond means diſpenſe, 
Y « And live a rent- oy _ providence.” 


A ey 8 give you A better idea of metho- 
* diſtical ignorance and neglect of ordinary 
= means of living, &c. I will relate one 
inſtance more. Mary Hubbard (an old 
woman of Mr. her 8 ſociety) would 
| often 
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often waſh her linen, hang it out to o dry, 
and go away to work in the fields, or to 
Taunton market, four miles from her houſe; 
and when blamed, the would anſwer ** that 
the Lord watched over her, and all that ſhe 
had, and that he would prevent any perſon 
from ſtealing her two old ſmocks, or if he 
permitted them to be ſtolen, he would ſend 
her two new in their ſtead, ” Andi ſeriouſly 
aſſure you, fir, that there are many thouſand 
| * H ubbards amon gſt the methodiſts. 


well as my maſter, I was of courſe an appren- 


tice ſtill. But after my maſter's death I ob- 
tained more liberty of conſcience (as I called 

it) ſo that I not only went to hear the me- 

| thodiſt ſermons, but was alſo admitted into 
"7 their ſociety ; and I believe they never had 
a more devout enthuſiaſtical member; for 

N ſeveral years [I regularly attended every ſer- 
mon and all their private meetings, 


9 I, like a as tn, knew 1 | 
. 5 Short way to heav'n by a clew, 
« Cou'd cut acroſs, and ſave the road, 
** That guided to the blefs'd abode,” 


As I had been bound to my miſtreſs as 
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As you are probably unacquainted with 
the nature of theſe private meetings, a ſhort 


account of them may permieps afford you 
ſome amuſement, 


Mr, Weſley inſtituted amongſt his people, 
beſides the public preachings, ſeveral kinds 
of private meetings; aud as the prayer- 
meeting is the. leaſt private of any of them, 
"©: will firſt take notice of that. i 


To the Pa which were in 
general held 1 in private houſes, they often 


RS invited people who were not of their ſociety. 


An hymn was firſt ſung, then they all knelt, 

and the firſt perſon who felt a motion, made 
an extemporary prayer; when he had done 
another began, and ſo on, for about two 
hours. 5 . 


iſe There every - foal a face of ſorrow wears, 
ee And not one ſign of happineſs appears; 
gut looks of terror and dejected eyes, 
« Deſpairing mucmurs, and heart-rending ſighs! 
No eye doth wander, and no lip doth ſmile, 
„ e wo Waren chill us all the while. 


P.. 


 Younc. Orriczx. 


G | It-; 
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It ſo happened ſometimes, that one of 


the brethren began to pray without having 
the gift of prayer (as they call it), and then 
he often ſtuck faſt, like ſome of the young 
orators at Coach-maker's Hall, &c. Prayer- 
meetings were held in ſuch high eſteem 5 
amongſt them that they aſſerted, more were 


born again, and more made free from all 

the remains of ſin,” or in Geher words of For 

own, © made perfect as God is perfect, 

8 theſ kinds of meeting, than at public wa 
ing, e. Thus, as Pomftet e, 


* The e heated will bar aug deen 


But it 18 impoſſible for you, my friend, to 
form any juſt idea of theſe aſſemblies, except 
you had been preſent at them : one wheedles 
and coaxes the Divine Being, in his addreſſes; 
another is amorous and luſcious; and a third 
ſo rude and commanding, he will even tell! 
8 the Deity that he mult be 4 liar if he does 
not grant all they aſk. In this manner will = 


they work up one another's imaginations 


. until they may actually be ſaid to be 1 in a ſtate 


= of i intoxication, and whilſt in this intoxicated 
5 ſtate, 


| 
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# 


ſtate, it often happens that ſome of them 


recollect a text of RR ſuch as, thy __ 
are forgiven thee,” ” or." go and ſin no more,” 
&c. and then thi 4A themſelves to be 


born again, or to be ſanctified, &c. 


They have another kind of private meet- 
ing after the public preaching on Sunday 
evenings, in which the preacher meets all 
the members of the ſociety, who ſtay behind 
5 after the general congregation is diſmiſſed. 
To this ſociety the preacher gave ſuch 5 
advice as he deemed better ſuited to a godly 
few than to a promiſcuous multitude of 
ö '* eb rnur d- cnurr worſhippers. | 


Their Love-feaſt is alſo a private mening 
of as many members of the community as 
paleaſe to attend; and they generally come 
© 1 from all parts, within ſeveral miles of the 
1 place where love-feaſts are held. 


1 When all are met they alternately ſing and 
. 1k pray; and ſuch amongſt them as thick tl 
9 — experience (as they call i it) is remarks ©. 


112 LIFE OF . LACKINGTON, + He 
able, ſtand up in their place and relate all 5 
the tranſactions between God, * devil, aud 1 

their ſouls. | 


0 Difcorkog evils, which begin, 
In every ſoul, that taſtes of fin! 
As head of choſen, doth foreknow, 
Hoy far the devil means to go.” CO. 15 
8 Pious Incendiary, * 5 
At ſuch ſeaſons as this I have heard many a 
of them declare they had juſt received the 
pardon of all their fins while Brother ſuch · 5 
a- one was in prayer; another would then get 
up and aſſert that he was juſt at that inſtant 
made ee free from fin. 


At theſe times he Spline” is apps to WM 
be very powerfully at work amongſt. them; 
and ſuch an uniſon of ſighing and groaning 
ſucceeds, that you would think they had all 
loſt their ſenſes. In this frantic ſtate, many 
apply to themſelves ſuch texts of ſcripture 
as happen tc to come into their heads. 


5 the Love- feaſt they have FE to eat, 
Which are mutual! y broken bet ween each 
brother ee 
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brother and fiſter, and they have alſo water 


to drink, which they hand from one to 


another. Theſe meetings begin about ſeven 


o'clock, and laſt until nine or ten. 


In London, Briſtol, and other large places, 


they have ſome private meetings, unknown 


to the community at large. Theſe meetings 
conſiſt of all married men at one time, young 
and unmarried men at another time: the 
married women by themſelves, and the 


ſingle women by themſelves; and to each of 


theſe claſſes Mr. Weſley went, and gave 


© ſuch advice or exhortations as he thought 


ſuitable to their ſituation in life, ſeldom fail- 


1 ing to ſpeak much in praiſe of celibacy, to 


the Maids and Bachelors under his paſtoral | 


care. Iwillin my next give you an account 


of their watch- -nights, clats-mectings, bands, 


. and other particulars. 


1 . 


| Dear Friend, 


Yours. 
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LETTER x, 


* — — - Here Gamaliel ſage | 
% Trains vp e of grace, inſtructed well 
& In all the- 


i To point the holy leer: by juſt degrees 


diſcipline of prayer; 


Jo cloſe the twinkling eye; expand the palms, | 
53 To expoſe the whites, and with the ſightleſs balls : 
7 To glare upon the crowd: to riſe, to fink 
The docile voice; now murm'ring ſoft and flow, 
«© With inward accent calm, and then again, 
In foaming floods of rapt'rous eloquence 
; _ © Tet looſe the ſtorm, and thunder, thro' the noſe. 


5-40." Tm threatened n oh 
| | | SOMERYILLE, | 


LE. DEAR FRIEND, _ 
[ HE Watch-night beg ns 
about ſeven o'clock. They ſing hymns, 
pray, preach, ſing, and pray againz then 71 5 


| exhort, ſing and pray alternately, until twelve . 

o clock. The bymns which they ſing on 9 

thoſe nights, are wrote for ſuch occaſions, by 
and abound with gloomy ideas, which are 
increaſed by the time of night; and it muſt 
be remarked, that the major part of thoſe 
e po 
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who attend theſe nocturnal meetings, having 
faſted the whole of the day (according to 
Mr. Weſley's orders) are in a very proper 
ſtate of mind to entertain the moſt extrava- 
gant whims or enthuſiaſtic notions that can 
| poſſibly enter the heads of any viſionaries. 
So that ſuch nights are often very prolific, as 
numbers are ſaid to be born again, and be- 
come the temples of the Holy Ghoſt on 
watch- nights, which makes thoſe nights 
eſteemed 15 them. 


Mr . Welley, in every place where his peo- 
ple were numerous, had divided them into 
claſſes, conſiſting of twelve or fourteen bro- 
thers or ſiſters. Sometimes men and women 
met together in the ſame claſs (as they called 
it) and other claſſes confiſted of all men or 
all women. Each of theſe claſſes had one in 
it who was called the leader. In ſuch claſſes 
where men and women meet together, the 
leader was always a brother: and ſo of courſe 
a when the claſs conſiſted of men aloue. But 


leader. 


in the women's claſſes a ſiſter was always the DM 
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4 generality of them, it was far otherwiſe, and = 
nothing was more common among them thin 


«.. 0 HP * 
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When they met togelhet, che lender ftſt 
gave out a hymn, which they all ſang; 


fouls. 


1 
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after the hymn they all knelt, and their 
leader made an extemporary prayer; after 


which they were ſeated, and when the leader 
had informed them of the ſtate of his own 
mind, he enquired of all preſent, one after 
another, how they found the Nate of their 
Some he found were full of faith and 
_ offurance, others had dreadful doubts and 
fears; ſome had horrid temptations. 


« It doth ale wy inward man, 
« To think of Satan's wicked plan; 
e Ah! me, how doth that fiend conſpire, " 
0 To drag each ſaint to laſting 6 
| Fanaticiſ Diſplay ed. 


0 chers complained of a lukewarm ſtate, &c. 


In theſe meetings, ſome of the members 
ſpoke of themſelves, as though they were as 


pure as angels are in heaven, but with the 


to hear che major part exclaiming againſt = 
5 themſelves, and declaring that they were the 1 
moſt vile abandoned wretches on this fide hell, 1 
that They wondered why the earth did not 

open 


q ”> 
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open and ſwallow them up alive. But they 


generally added, that; “ the blood of Chriſt 


cleanſes from all fin,” and that ** where ſu | 


abounded there would grace much more 
abound.” Indeed it was ealy to remark that 
the reaſon Why they painted themſelves i in 


ſuch odious colours, was only to boaſt of an 


aſtoniſhing quantity of grace that God had 
| beſtowed on them, in thus pardoning all 


their abominations, and numbering them with 


the houſehold of faith, who ought to have 


been ſhut up in the nethermoſt hell. The 


greater the ſinner (ſay they) the greater the 


faint. To each of theſe the leader gave a 

word of comfort, or of correction in the beſt 
| manner he was able. They then fang and 

prayed again, This laſted about one hour. 
And every one in Mr. Weſley's connexion 
did, or was expected to meet, each i in his own 
claſs once in a week. In theſe claſſes each 


made a weekly contribution towards the ge- 


neral ſupport of the preachers, &c. Such as 
were very poor contributed a penny per 5 
week, others two-pence, and ſome Who = 
could afford it . 2 88. This money was 


entered 
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entered! in a book kept for that purpoſe, and 


one in every claſs called the ſteward, had the 
care of the caſh. 5 e 


I now come to ſpeak of the Bands, which 
conſiſted only of Juſfifed perſons ; that is, 
| ſuch as had received the aſſurance of their ſins 
A being pardoned. In the claſſes, both the 
awakened (as they call them) and the juſti- - 
by ficd, and even thoſe that were made perfeet, 
met all together, as did the married and the 
| ſingle, and often men and women. But none 
were admitted i into any band but ſuch as were 
at leaſt ina juſtified ſtate, and the married 
of each ſex met by themſelves, and the ſingle 
| by themſelves. About ten was the number 
generally put in one band; all theſe muſt =_ 
belong to and meet in ſome claſs, once a 
weck, when not bindered by ſickneſs, &c. 
and they were alſo to meet weekly! in their 
band. When met, they firſt ſung, then 
made 4 ſhort prayer; that done, the band- 
leader informed them of the ſtate of bis mind | 
during the laſt week, &c. He then made 
8 inquiry into the ſtate of all preſent, and each 
related 
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fleſh and the devil. 
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that expoſing to one another what the devil 
has particularly tempted. them to commit, 
will make the old fellow more careful bow 
be tempts, when he knows that all bis ſe- 
crets will be told the next meeting. This 
In the claſſes 5 
they only confeſſed in general terms, that z 

they have been tempted by the world, the 
But in the bands they 
confeſſed the particular ſins which they had 
been tempted to commit, or had actually 
committed. 


they call ſhaming the devil. 


The laſt time I met in band was in + Lan 
don, where an old man (near ſeventy years 
of age) informed us that he had for ſeveral 
Weeks together laboured under a very griev- 


ous temptation of the devil, Who all this 
time had heen conſtantly temptiug him to 


commit adultery ; he further informed us, 
- ar having let too much of his bouſe to 


lodgers, 8 2 


119 


related what had paſſed ſince they laſt met; Vee. a 
as what viſitations they had received from 7 7 1 
God, what temptations from the devil, the = 
fleſh, &c. And it is a maxim amongſt them 
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"Jo gers, they were obliged to put the maids 


bed in the room where he and his wife 

ſlept; and that one morning he had ſeen the 
maid lying aſleep, nearly or quite uncovered, 
and he again aſſured us, that ever fince that 

time the devil had been every day tempting 1 
him to do that which was nought with the 
3 maid. I could not help thinking the old 
1 gentleman was right in charging it on he 


devil, as there was little reaſon to think it was 
any temptation of he fleſh. Permit me to 
add, that this o/d buck had a wife about half 

his own age. I have been informed, that ſome 


young men of the brotherhood have at times 
diſguiſed themſelves in women's clothes, and 


have fo got into the women's bands; it may 

be very curious to hear the confeſſions of the 
holy fiſters. By this time I ſuppoſe you have 
had enough of ee 5 


Mr. Weſley ;nftituted 1998 kind of | 

private meeting for the higheſt order of his 

| people, called the [ele bands; to which none 

were admitted but ſuch as were ſanQtified, or 

a made perfett | in love, and freed from all the 
8 remains 
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| feftion, I was not permitted to enter into this 
holy of holies. But I have known a great 


and 1 alſo lived in the ſame houſe a Whole 
year with one of theſe intire holy ſiſters. A 


ZBtreet, one of theſe perfect ſiſters was de- 


devil that Temphnc her to > do it. 


13 -1 | | Fon Arden every year new jickets are diſ- 
tributed to all Mr. Weſley's people through- 
out the three kingdoms. Their ticket is a 


very ſmall ſlip of paper, with a text of ſcrip- 
ture on it, which is exchanged every quarter 


a band, fo that no one can be admitted into a 
general meeting of the bands, appointed by 


few days before I came to live in Chiſwelk | 


tected in ſtealing coals out of the ſhed of one 
of the ſanctified brothers, but ſhe, like the 
old fellow above mentioned, ſaid it Was the 


remains of fin. But as I never profeſſed per- 


number of theſe perfect ſaints, of both ſexes; 


for ſome ather text. Such as are only in a 


Claſs, have a different text from ſuch as are in 


any of the preachers when he intends to give 
them an exhortation, nor into any particular 
band, by a common ſociety ticket, On the 2 

common a 
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common tickets are ſuch texts as theſe | 
« Now is the accepted time.” —* Awake thou 
that ſleepeſt, and ſuch like. But thoſe for 


the bands are in a higher ſtrain; as, © Be ye 


perfect as your heaven! Y Father is perfect. — 
* Go on unto perfection.“ Ve are child- 
ren of the light.” —* Your bodies are temples 


of the Holy Ghoſt ;” and other texts of a 
ſimilar tendency. For theſe tickets, each 


poor perſon paid one ſhilling, ſuch as were 
rich paid more; indeed the money ſeemed to 
be the principal end of iſſuing tickets, at leaſt 


in country places, the members in the commu- 
nity being ſo well known to each other, that 


they ſcarce ever ſhewed their tickets in order 


80 gain admittance. I forgot to inform you 


that prayer- meetings, claſs-· meetings, band- 


meetings, &c. were in general held in private | 


| houles, belonging to ſome of the brethren, 
4 
Dear Friend, 


Yours, © 
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LETTER: X1- 
„ Sf in opinions, always in the wrong 5 
« Was every thing by ſtarts and nothing long.“ 
8 8 „ 


= Then all for women, panting, rhiming, drinking, 
« Beſides ten thouſand freaks that died in thinking.“ 


DEAR FRIEND, Bet 
"Lov. now ſee what fort of 


p a ſociety I was got into. In country places 
particularly, they conſiſt of farmers, huſ- 
bandmen, ſhoemakers, woolcombers, Wwea- 
vers, their wives, &c. I have heard Mr. 
Weſley remark that more women are con- 
verted than men; and I believe that by far 
the greateſt part of his people are females; 
and not a few of them ſour, diſappointed old 
maids, with ſome others of a leſs prudiſh 
diſpoſition, 


61 Who grown unfit for carnal bliſs + 
«6 Long to taſte how Spirits hiſs.” 


Lavater i in his eſſay on phyſiognomy aps, 
1. Women ſink into the moſt incurahile me- 
4 Huchehy, : 
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lancholy, as they alſo riſe to the oft en- 
| raptured heights.” 
By the irritability of their nerves, their 

incapability for deep inquiry and firm deci- 


ciſion, they may eaſily from their extreme 


ſenſibility, become the moſt irreclaimable, 
the moſt rapturous enthuſiaſts,” 


There is, ab Mr. Hume, only one ſub- 
ject on which I am apt to diſtruſt the judgment 
of females : : and that! 1s, concerning books - 15 
5 gallantry and devotion, which they com- = 

monly affect as high- -flown as poſlible ; and 
moſt of them ſeem more delighted with the 
warmth, than with the juſtneſs of the paſ- 


ſion. 


becoi ne the ſame when treated i in this man- 
ner; and we may obſerve, that they both 
depet d on the very ſame complection, as the 
fair ſe Xx have a great ſhare of the tender and 


| 5 amorc us diſ poſition, 


In another place he ſays, 


I mention gallantry and devotion as 
the ſame ſubject; becauſe, in reality, they 


„ perverts their judg- 
ment on this occaſion, and makes them be 
2 eaſily affected, even in what has no propriety 
in the arten, nor nature in the ſenti- 
r ment. 
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deer, Mr. Addiſon's elegant diſcourſes of : 
religion have no reliſh with them, in com- 


= pariſon to books of myſtic devotion : : and 


Otway's fine tragedies are rejected for the 


3 rant of Mr. Dryden. 


nf 
00 


u 


There are thouſands In this | ſociety Who 
will never read any thing beſides the Bible, 
and books publiſhed by Mr. Weſley. For 
ſeveral years I read very little elſe, nor would 
I go (at leaſt very ſeldom) to any other place 
of worſhip; ſo that inſtead of hearing the 
ſenſible and learned miniſters of "Taunton, * 
would often go four, five, or fix miles, to 
ſome country village, to hear an inſpired 
huſbandman, ſhoemaker, blackſmith, or 
woolcomber z and frequently 1 in froſt and 
ſnow have! roſe a little after midnight (not 
| knowing what time of night it was) and 


o'clock, when the preaching began; where 
1 have often heard a ſermon preached to not 
more than ten or a dozen people. But ſuch 
of us as did attend at this early hour, uſed 


afterwards to congratulate. each ather on the 


H a great 


have wandered about the town until five e 
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great privilege we enjoyed, then off we went "IF 
to our work, ſhivering with cold. 4 


5 Was about ſixteen years of age, from that time 
until I was twenty-one I was a ſincere en- 


dedicated to, the ſtudy of the Bible, reading 


mory was very tenacious, ſo: that every thing. 


nearly in the ſame words; my Bible had . 
hundreds of leaves folded down, and thou- N 


favoured the doctrines (or whims) which! 
had imbibed. So that I ſtood forth as the 
ee of methodiſm wherever I came. 


| 5 ſuffered 1 Interruption.” I will give you a far- 
ther account of the methodiſts when L come 
to the time when : final! ly left their ſociety. 


$5044 


11 was firſt e to methodiſm when 1 


by N 
1 


thuſiaſt, and every ſpare hour I enjoyed 1 


methodiſtical books, learning hymns, hearing 
ſermons, meeting in ſocieties, &, My me- 


J read I made my own. I could have repeat- 


ed ſeveral volumes of hymns ; when I heard 


a ſermon, I could have preached it again, and ju 


ſands of marks againſt ſueh texts as I thought 


But its} my . trick life at length. 


eee ene 
5 f 
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The election for two members of Parlia- 
ment was ſtrongly conteſted at Taunton, juſt 


ds I attained my twenty-firſt year; and being 

| now of : age, the {ix or ſeven months, which - © | 
; op ] had to ſerve of my apprenticeſhip were; 1 
„ purchaſed of my-xuſtreſs of ſome friends of 


*, '4 two of the contending candidates; ſo that * 
wass at once ſet free 1 In the midſt of a ſcene 5 
of riot and diffipation. 


* 


$ 


et Preſent Rximple gets within our guard, = 
2 A acts with ou lande 15 few repelld, N 
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Nor ſhame, nor honour could prevail, 
* To keep me thus from MR tail.“ 


As I had a vote, . was alſo poſſeſſed of 1 


a few ideas above thoſe of my rank and ſitua- 7 


tion, my company was courted by ſome who _ 
were in a much higher ſphere; and (probar- 2 
bly what they partly intended) in ſuch com- : = 
pany I ſoon forgot my godly or methodiſtical 
connections, and run into the oppoſite ex- 

treme: ſo that for ſeveral months moſt ofa 
my ſpare hours were devoted to the 3 
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cc Voung- ey d God of Wine! Parent of joys! 
« Frolic and full of thee, while the cold ſons 
«© Of temperance, the fools of though and care, 
40 Lay ſtretch d in ſober flumbers,” 8 
| Ma LLET'S s Eurydice, 


Here I had nearly ſunk for ever into 


meanneſs, obſcurity and vice; for when the 
election was over, I had no longer open 


houſes to eat and drink in at free coſt. And 


having refuſed bribes, I was nearly out of 


caſh, : 1 ER | 


I began the world with an vnſuſpeRing 


heart, Was tricked out of about three pound; 


(every ſhilling 1 was poſſeſſed of) and part 


of my cloaths, by ſome country ſharpers. 
Having one coat and two waiſtcoats left, 1 
lent my beft waiſtcoat to an 5 
"who left the town and forgot to return it. 


However, I did not ſink quite fo low as the 


commonalty of j journey men ſhoemakers, but 


. in general worked very hard, and ſpent my 


money in better company. . 
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| # To know good prefering ſpecious il 
* Reaſon becomes a cully to the will, 
Thus men, perverſly fond to roam aſtray, 
* Hood-winks the guide aſſigned to ſhew the way; 
1 « And in Life's voyage, like the pilot fares, 
705 2 | 88 Who breaks the compals, and contemns the ſtars.” 
f Fenton, | 


1 i ' Notwithſtanding, at times I was very un- 


methodiſtical meeting during the time that 
4 had lived this diſſipated life, yet my mind 


any perſon aſked me, what would become of 


7 | me (that had lived ſuch an holy life) if T 


1 ſhould die in the ſtate of backſliding from the 


good old way ?” I always acknowledged that 
I ſhould be eternally damn'd, were that to be 


= the caſe. But I muſt confeſs that I was not 


CD much afraid of dying in ſuch a ſtate, as I Was 
| too much prepoſſeſſed with the methodiſtical 
3 notions of free- g grace, that Would not let me 
be finally loſt, preſuming that I muſt wait 
1 as it were for a ſecond call to repentance, juſti- A 
. 4 Beaton, &C. which I had been mages to be- 
1 H 3 5 lieve 


+5 2 Tas and although I had not been at any 


| was not freed intirely from the ſuperſtitious 
7 I had there imbibed; ſo that whenever 


r 


* £ 
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| Hieve might. take place inftantancouſly, and 


put the devil to flight in a hurry, and fo 
matters would be all right again. And] 
have known many who having theſe ideas, 


have continued to live very profignts Lives 


to the end of the chapter. 


25 often privately took the Bible to bed with 


me, and in the long ſummer mornings read 


for hours together 1n bed, but this did not in 


the leaſt influence my conduct. As you 
know great events often ariſe from little 
| cauſes, I am now going to relate a circum- 
= ſtance, trivial in itſelf, though productive of 


a more conſiderable change 1 in my ſituation, 


| than ny [ bad yet experienced, 


J was s twenty-one years of age the ith of 


September 1767, the election was over the 
latter end of March 1768. It was in this year 


that my new maſter's wife inſiſted on © 


purchaſing milk of a milk-maid who Was 2 
cuſtomer at the ſhop ; which command 1 


refuſed to comply with, as > | had a ſmart 


little milk. maid of my own. But as my 


/ 


miſtreſs 


. > : 
* 


„ 
* = 


miſtreſs wore the breeches, my maſter was 


another maſter. I left him without heſita- 


nu ngton, took leave of my father and mo- 
ther, and informed them of my intention to 


= returned back to T aunton, where 1 ſtayed a 


enamoured with, or infatuated by, the beau- 


impropriety of the meaſure, yet I could not 


Journeye „„ 5 8 


N Reaſon was given to Girl our headftrong will 
* And yet but ſhews a weak phyſician s ill; 
% Gives nothing while the raging fit does laſt, 8 
But ſays to cure it when the worlt i is paſt, 
80 Reaſon's a ſtaff for age, when Nature's gone; 8 
Fe But TOR: is Ripng e to walk alone.“ 25 — — 


N „ Darpzx s Con. of Grai, 


We reſted : a 
worked hard and got money | to convey us to 


A 
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obliged, by his wife's order, to inform me 
that 1 muſt comply with her mandate, or get 


tion; and the ſame afternoon went to Wel- 


go to Briſtol. After two or three days, 1 
day or two more. In which time I became 
tiful Nancy Trott: and although 1 ſaw the 


reſiſt the fair tempter, who prevailed with 
me to permit her to accompany me in y 


oY k 


Neck in Bridgeyater, When I 


I . es . 2 
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Exbridge, ſeventeen miles on this ſide Briſtol; 
and there I ſaw my conduct in ſuch a; point 

of view as made me ta reſolve to leave her. 


2 In well-feign'd accidents, now they hail my on 
==, My life, my love, my charmer, or my dear, 
« As if theſe ſounds, theſe joyleſs ſounds could prove 
% The ſmalleſt particle of genuine love. 


O] purchas'd love, retail'd through half the town, 


Where each may ſhare on paying balf-a-crown ; $- 


Where every air of tenderneſs is art, 


ne” 


hat the was 


And not one word the language of the heart; 
© Where all is mockery of Cupid's reign, 


* End! in ee, in wretchedneſs and pain. 


Art of tie in London, 


My finances ted to three ſhillings 14 
one penny, out of which I gave her half-a- 
crown, and with the remaining ſevenpence, 
without informing her of my purpoſe, I ſet 
off for Briſtol ; where I arrived in a few 
hours, and got work the TR efcning.. 


3 few days after, I went to the i inn wbere 
the Taunton carrier put up, to enquire after 


Miſs Trott, as | wanted to know if ſhe had 


returned ſafe to Taunton. 1 was informed 


in Briſtol negtly as ſoon as Y 
was. 


W 


1 
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was. Knowing but little of the world, and 


ſtill *leſs of women of her deſcription, I was 


quite unhappy on her account, for fear that 


being in a ſtrange place ſhe might be in want = | | 
and diſtreſs ; which thought induced ws 3 


offer to ſeveral of my countrymen five ſhillings 

to the firſt who ſhould bring me an account 

where I might find her; but I did not ſee 
her until ſeveral weeks after that. 

Some foe to his upright intent, 

Finds out his weaker part, 1 

e Virtue engages his aſſent, e = 

| *© But pleaſure wins the heart. i 

ee *Tis here the folly of the wiſe, 3 

% Through all his arts we vier, 2 5 

. And while his tongue the charge denies, i 


6 His conſcience owns it true. 5 
Covert: 


The Taunton carrier gave me A letter from 3 
my good Miſtreſs Bowden (who by marry- oo 
ing again had changed her name to Dingle). ll 
The contents of this letter very much fur? 3 
priſed me. It informed me that a day or w 
two before 1 fell out with my laſt miſtreſs | — 
(which was the trifling cauſe of my leaving = 4 
T aunton) Betty Tucker, a common laſs, had 2 


ſ worn 


. 
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Horn a child to me; that the pariſh officerz 
had been to my maſter's ſhop within an hour 
\after I had left it to go to Wellington, and 
that they had been at W ellington juſt as 1 
had left that place, and afterwards hearing 


that I was in Bridgewater they had purſued 


me thither. But the morning on which 
they arrived, I had ſet off for Exbridge ; and 


5 believing that I had intentionally fled before : 


them, they had given over this chaſe for the 


. preſent. 


| Reflecting on this affair, although my 
conduct was very far from entitling me to 


entertain ſuch a ſuppoſſricu, yet I was then 


weak enough to imagine, that being a parti- | 


. cular favourite of heaven a kind of miracle 

8 had been wrought to ſave me from a priſon, 
or from marrying a woman 1 could not bear 

the idea of living with a ſingle week; and as 


- 2 had not any knowledge of her being with 


= child (not having ſeen her for three months 
1 bgore) I had not taken any meaſure to avoid 
I _ the conſequence, but put myſelf in the way 
4.4 et che. officers : for, as 1 have Juſt told you, 
=== 77 TIED after : 


IR OF J. LACKINGTON. 133 


after I had taken leave of my father and — 5 . 
ther, I went back to Taunton, and walked * To = 
about publicly one whole day, and part of 4 
7) 8 A 


This girl was delivered about two months — 
afterwards of a ſtill-born child, ſo that I was 


never troubled for expences. Methinks you 
are ready to ſay with Pomfret, 


« „Pig eaſy to deſcend into the ſnare, 
By the pernicious conduct of the Fair: 
« But ſafely to return from their abode, 
, Requires the wit, the prudence of a God,” 
* 
Dear Friend, 
5 9 


« "error in dreams the anxious mother moves, 
«« Or bids fond virgin 's mourn their abſent loves, 
0 * Sylvia i in vain her wearied eyes would cloſe, 
2 e s Hark! the fad death watch clicks - adieu repoſe ; ; 
A he diſtant owl, or yelling maſtiff near, 
&« Terror ſtill vibrates on the lit” ning ear, 
And bids the affrighted Sylvia vigils keep, 
For Fancy like ee has murder d ſleep. * 
Mr. Pair, 


DEAR FRIEND, | 


HE ſubje& of my laſt re- 


ls to my mind a ridiculous affair, which 


"ſp ST. > 

3 * - 
* F 
* 


2 excited much mirth in that ran of the 
3 country. | 


. During the Election at T aunton, a gen- 
men one day came in a poſt- chaiſe to the 
White-hart Inn, kept by Mr. Baldwin, and 
nn after having refrethed himſelf, ſtrolled into | 
3 the yard, and ſeeing the hoſtler, aſked him 
2 bk: If he could inform him where they took in 
the news? The hoſtler underſtanding him in 
a literal 
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a literal ſenſe, directed him to a bookſeller' 3 
ap on the oppoſite fide of the way 3 this 
ſhop was kept by Miſs A—d—n, a beautiful 
young lady of irreproachable character, and 
one whoſe fine underſtanding and poliſhed 
taſte did honour to the profeſſion; which 


Jo £2 25 
ad 000 OY 


profeſſion the only adopted for an amuſe- 
ment, as ſhe poſſeſſed an independent for- 
tune. 


Our gentleman on entering the ſhop, en- 
quired of the ſhopmaid for her miſtreſs, but 
the maid being uſed to ſerve in the ſhop, and 5 
1 knowing that her miſtreſs had ſome ladies 
. WE with her, inform ed the gentlem an that ſhe 
me - could help him to any thing that he wanted, 
But on his faying he had ſome private buſi- 
neſs with her miſtreſs, he was ſhewed into 
a back parlour, and the miſtreſs being i in- 
formed a gentleman wanted to ſpeak to her, 
the went directly to him. The moment 
ſhe entered the room, he claſped her in his 
arms, called her a divine creature, &c. 2 
ſo alarmed Miſs A An. that ſhe ſereamed 
aloud; on hearing of which, the ladies, pre- 5 : 
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5 ceded by the houfemaid and ſhopmaid, re- 
N paired to the pariour, where they found Miſs 
A d-n almoſt in fits. The gentleman 
price, took but little notice, on which one 
of the maids ran out and called in ſeveral of 
the neighbours, who on coming into the par- 


deſired them not to attempt to put tricks on 
E > travellers, and ordered them to leave the 
2 room. 


42 g inſtantly about his buſineſs. However he 


We called in. Mr. Mayor demanded to know 
why he took ſuch freedom with the lady ? 


# | 


informed the company that having an incli- 
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thinking that 1 it was only a trick to raiſe her 


* lour, ſaw with aſtoniſhment our Sir Harry 
* Wildair taking 1 improper liberties with Miſs 
A—d—n, and deſired him to deſiſt, But he 


Inſtead of obeying his injunctions . 
they in a reſolute tone ordered our ſpark to 


ſiill kept his ground, until the mayor of the 
town, who happened to live juſt by, was 


Our gentleman, ſeeing that the affair began 
to look very ſerious, now became calm, and 


nation for a frolic, he had enquired for a bad 

pbuouſe, and had been directed there; adding 

dar if there had been any miſtake, he Was i 
; . 


. 
- 1 
5 
9 
1 * 
* 
f AY 
N 
1 OT» 
CW Bobs 
2 
3 
BY 3 
$A 235 
** 
5 
Wt» 
KEE 4 
S 
I 


N 


8 


. 


*LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 719 


very 51 for it, and would beg the lady's 


pardon. On hearing this the company was 


more ſurprized than before, and demanded 

A of the gentleman, who had informed him 
1 that that houſe was a bawdy-houſe? He, 

without heſitation, replied, the hoſtler at the 5 
White Hart. Upon this the hoſtler was ſent 


for, and on his being aſked, if he had c. 


rected that gentleman, to. Miſs A—d—r 8 as 
to a bawdy-houſe ? The poor fellow, with 
marks of terror and ſurpriſe, anſwered, No. 
The Gentleman never aſked me for a bawdy- 
houſe, he only aſked me for a houſe where 
: they took i in the news. So that the hoſtler' * 
underſtanding him in a literal ſenſe, cauſec 


all the confuſion. The affair however had 


got ſo much air, that our ſpark was glad to 


leave the town immediately. 


A very ſtrange unaccountable circumſtance 


happened! in this Inh, about the ſame time; 
one of thoſe occurrences that puzzle the 
philoſopher, and ſtrengthen ſuperſtition. in 
weak minds. Three or four gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood. were drinking x wine in 


1 


3 y 
» . 
1 


ne 


My 


maſter was not at bome. 
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one of the rooms, when the land! lord of the 


Inn (as it appeared to them) walked into the 
room, and coming up to the table, around 


which they were ſeated, they addrefled him 


with Mr. Baldwin how do you do? fit down 


and take a plaſs of wine with us ; but inſtead 


of doing as requeſted, the ſuppoſed Ion- 


keeper walked out of the room, without 
making any reply; which not only ſur- 


prized, but offended the company, who rung 
the bell. violently, and on the waiter's ap- 


pearance, they ordered him to ſend in his 
maſter. 


The waiter informed them that his 


him; but the man affured them they were 


miſtaken, as his maſter was in Briſtol, and 
They then or- 


had been there ſeveral days. 
dered the waiter to ſend in Mrs. Baldwin, 


who immediately appearing, the gentlemen 
aſked her where Mr. Baldwin was, and ſhe 
informed them as the waiter. had already 
done, that he was in Briſtol, and had been 
there ſeveral days, on which the gentlemen 


gre W 


E gentlemen 
replied that he was at home a few minutes 
fince, and therefore they infiſted on ſeeing 


TY 


RIF. 
ae 


== win had juſt before come into the room, 
1 and on the! eir requeſtin g him to partake of 
2 their wine, had inſulted them by going out 


| 1 of the room, without deigning to give them 
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grew very angry, and ſwore that Mr. Bald- 


an anſwer. Mrs. Baldwin then drew out of 


her pocket a letter ſhe had that morning re- 
ceived from Mr. Baldwin, by which 1t was 
apparent, that he really was in Briſtol. The 
ſtory was then told round the neighbourhood, ; 
and all the old women concluded that Mr. 
Baldwin muſt certainly | be dead, and that he 
died at the very inſtant that the gentlemen 5 


ER ſaw him come into the room; 3 but Mr. 
. Baldwin returning two days after, rendered 


it neceſſary for them to vary their ſtory 3 'L 
they then aſſerted that it was a token, or 


ſome warning of his death, aud had no doubt 


but it would very ſoon happen. It was ge- 


nerally thought that Mr, Baldwin was weak 
5 enough to pay ſuch attention to the ſtory and 
2 the inference, as to hurt his health, as he 
1 really died within a year after, and the old IJ: 
=_ women were not a little pleaſed. at che event, I 
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as it tended to. juſtify the truth of ihet 
prediction. on 


At more  ridjculous air happetied Wit 
ten years fince, at the Two Bells, oppoſite 
Whitechapel Church. The landlord Was | 
ſitting. one night with ſome jovial | company, 
one of whom happening to ſay that he prayed 
to God, that ſuch a thing ſhould not come 
to pals, the landlord replied in a good hu- 
moured manner, your prayers will neither 
do good or harm; upon which the other ſald 
a deal to perſuade the hoſt that his prayers 


would do great things; but the more he ſaid WE 


"0 praiſe of his prayers, the more the landlord : Sl 
laughed at, and ridiculed him. The man a: 
laft inſt ſled that he could pray the landlord 


to death! in two months time, and offered 


| to bet him a crown bowl of punch to the 
truth of it, which the landlord accepting, 


the wager was laid, and almoſt every niglit 1 


after this, the man came to the houſe, and | 
conſtantly laughed at the landlord, and aſ- I 


ured him that he would loſe his wager ; ; and 3 


however ſtrange it may appear, our hoſt did 
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he eg ann warn 


Ws . 
3 
Te Ne 


T1 Luger. I think there cannot remain a doubt 


haſtened his death; and the following i in- 


: 5 of ſome are ſhortened. 
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Jokgh Geiles Eſq. about five years ſince, 


* in turning ſhort one day in one of the 
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man that he died a few hours after. 


Fu which affected his mind ſo as to ac- 


3 
8 5 


+ 
2 
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but that the ridiculous talk of the fellow 
. 7H = affected the landlord's mind, and 


© Nances tend alſo to ſhew how eafily the wy 


ſtreets of London, met a man whom he had 
not ſeen for ſome time, and innocently ad- 
adreſſed him with, Ha! what are you alive 
po! which had ſuch an effect on the poor 5 


ö Being at Briſtol about four years ſince, I 
F 3 after a worthy leatherſeller whom 
I bad formerly known, and was informed 
that he was lately dead, and that his death 
was ſuppoſed to have been haſtened by a fa 5 
mous fortuneteller, who having caſt his na- 
E tivicy, declared that he would die within fix | 


TI | compliſh the potion The Rt v. of the 
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collier, is well known. This ſtrong healthy 


late Dr. Pitcairn, of Edinburgh, and the 


; collier was, on his way to Edinburgh, 
Fo made to believe by the doQtor's ſtudents, al. 


= though in perfect health, that he was really 
very ill, and went home to bed and died. 


* 


6 1 + 


— 5 5 


4 | T have ſet down the above inſtances, in 
* order to ſhew how ealy it is to trifle awey 
Fo the lives of our fellow creatures, and ſurch 
Fo ſuch who wantonly do it, muſt afterwards 


* * : F q 


” have very gloomy refleQions. 


YL 


5 


k = 
2 
N I 
* p 
- > * 
- — * ” 
* 4 
*E 
wo 
* 
= 
” 
1 
- 
= 
— 
. * 
1 
3 
* 
. 
4 0 
$6.5 . 
Te 
5 my 
3 4 
— * * 7 
4 . 
* 8 
* 
DS” 
2 4 a * 
2 ; 
» | * 
1 
5 n 
** 
* 3 
. & 
Fr. 
= 2 * 
= 
* : 
Om 1 
5 * 
CAD 
vs * 
Fx 
. 
% þ ; 
4 
* 
* k 
- * N f 5 
„ 
1 ) % 
* 
N 
r 
a 2 us be > ns # " * » 
. 1 
4 * - * 
Aer 2 4. - er A 4 * 
228 Fa * 
"0 . — , * > k \ 
® " 9 22 8 . . "_ 2 


LETTER XIII. 


« J had a Friend that lov'd me: 
« I was his ſoul ; he liv'd not but in me, 
«© We were ſo cloſe link'd in each, other's breaſt, 
« ＋ he rivets were not found that joĩn d us firſt.” 
| Dä xDREN's All for Love. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Is my laſt 1 mentioned my 
arrival at Briſtol, where I took a lodging i in 
a ſtreet, called (I think,) Queen- Street, in 
altle· Street, at the houſe of a Mr. James; 
a much more dene reſidence, than com- 

monly falls to the lot of journeymen ſhoe- 
1 


In this houſe I found a Mr. John Jones, a 


enteel you EP Juſt turned of twenty-one 


| years of age: He was alſo a ſon of Criſpin, 
and made women's ſtuff ſhoes : which he 


| fold by the dozen to warehouſes, This Mr. 


Jones and 1 were ſoon very intimate; we 
kept ourſelves neatly dreſſed, and in general 
worked hard, ſpending our money chiefly 1 in 


ds — 
r 


| the « company of women, MAS.” 
14% 
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n 
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All men have follies, which they blindly trace, "= 

© 'Thro' the dark turnings of a dubious maze. 925 
Hut happy thoſe, who by a prudent care, PET 
: «6 Retreat betimes from the fallacious ſnare.“ | f 


PoMrrer, 


We followed this courſe about four months 1 
During this time Mr. Jones once perſuaded 5 1 
me to go with him to the Playhouſe, where 1 
we ſaw Shakeſpear's fine comedy of “ As you . 
like it.“ This was a feaſt indeed to me, who 5 5 
had never before ſeen nor even read any then. . 
trical production. "35 impoſſible for me to > 
deſcribe my ſenſations on the occaſion. Be. 5 
tween the play and the entertainment (which * 
Was the Mayor of Garrat) Mr. Edward Shu— {0 
ter performed | a ſhort piece called “The - 


39 


drunken, man. This was the only time 9 
= that 1 ever ſaw that extraordinary genius, 5 ” 
but he made ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, . 5 
that it is impoſſible Lever ſhould forget hin. 
3 believe be: 18 not generally kno wu, 4 3 
few would ever have ſuſpected, that thi: T 
| child of Momus was alſo a child of Hage. 


the 6 firſt edition of 


theſe memoirs, L have read E The memoir . 
y - cl * * _ 5G N 


Since the publication d of 


U 
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% 


of Mr. Tate Wilkinſon,” patentee of the 
Theatres Royal of Vork and Hull, and was 
much ſurprized to learn that the famous Ned 
Shuter was a gracious foul, I wi give you a 
paſſage or two out of Mr. Wilkinſon's me- 


moirs, vol. iii. page 27, &c. My imitation 


of Mr. Whitefield was beyond compare. Mr. 


Foote was ſtruck by ſtepping 1 in by chance, 


and once hearing Whitefield ; the mixture of 
whoſe abſurdity, whim, conſequence and 
extravagance, pleaſed his fancy, and enter- 
tained him highly, as Whitefield was that ” 
day dealing out damnation, fire and brim- 
ſtone, as cheerfully as if they were ſo many 
bleſſings, What pity it is that our fears 
only, and not our reaſon, will bring convic- 
tion; but reaſon handed by unaffected pure 


piety and religion would be a day of woe to. 
methodiſm. 


4 ' .-» 


$6 © Mr. Foote * was only a py : A* White- 
field's academy, while I (ſays Mr. Wilkinſon) =” 

had been 4 zealot for ſome ſeaſons before my 

encounter at Covent- Garden with M r. Foote, 8 

f at ttendatce had been conſtant with my 
| my” * ? | 5 14 | frien 4 


1 
| 
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the new-born, and paid large ſums to White- 
field, I was always permitted to ſtay with 
him, for he was really bewildered in his 
45 12 more by his wiſhing to acquire ima- 


With only a friend or two, like Maw-worm, 


he could not mind his ſhop, | becauſe he 


3 En thought! it a ſin, and wiſhed to go a- preach- 
3 ing; for Shuter like Maw-worm believed he 


had a call. 1 have | gone with Shuter at ſix 


in the morning. of a Sunday at Tottenham- 


in Long-Acre; at eleven again at Totten- 
ham-Court-Road Tabernacle, dined near 
Bedlam (a very proper place for us both) 


with a party of the holy ones, went at three 


to Mr. Weſley's theatre; then from that to 
Whitefield" s till eight, and then ſhut up, t 


1 . commune with the family compact, page 29. 


1 having bad ſo much practice (while * 
- Zealot) 'Þ really obtained and exhibited a 


113 


much ſtronger likeneſs of Whitefield than 
"Nr yl oote did. The weck before my 2 ut- 


= friend Shuter, and as he actually was one of 


* ginary grace, than by all his drinking, and 
whenever he was warm with the bottle, and . 


Court-Road, then before ten to Mr. Weſley 8 
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Garden exhibition, I met Shuter at the 
Tabernacle; a great coolneſs had continued | 


for ſome time, as we had not ſpoke, or even 


looked at each other ſince the breach between 
us in 1758, but as we were met together in 


a place of charity and forgiveneſs to all who 


fubſcribed to the preacher, we became very 


ſociable, and before Whitefield' 8 lecture was 


done we were perfectly reconciled : we ad- 


our ned 70 the Roſe, and by three the next morn- 


ing Were ſevorn friends, and continued fo until 
his death, N ed Shuter was a lively, ſpirited, 
ſhrewd. companion; a ſuperior in natural 
whim and humour ſurely never inhabited a 
human breaſt, for what he ſaid and did was 
all his own, as it was with difficulty he could 
read the parts he had to play, and could not 
write at all; he had attained to ſign an order, 
but no more. Nature could not here beſtow 
her gifts to greater advantage, than on poor 
Ned, as what ſhe gave he made ſhine, not 
only conſpieuouſiy but brilliantly, and to the 
delight of all who knew him on or off the _ 
ſtage; he might truly be dubbed the child 


0 


of nature. + He was no man's enemy but his 


owu, 
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. own; peace, reſt, and happineſs, I hope he 
no poſſeſſes; for, the. poor, the friendleſs 
and the ſtranger. he often comforted, and 
when ſometimes reduced by his follies, he 
never could ſee a real object in miſery and 
5 reſiſt giving at leaſt half he was worth to his 
diſtretled fellow creature.“ Page 5, vol. 111, 
But, O ye ſaints of your own creating ! = 
will preach to you; Mark! Judge not of plays 
and Players, Ig left you be Judged ; thoſe who are 
| the moſt cenſorious on the infirmities of 
5 others, are uſually moſt notoriouſly guilty of 
far greater failings themſelves, and ſan&; ified 
method; ifical ſlander is of all the moſt are 
bitter and cruel.” 


- Page 6. 46 In the comedy of the HH ypocrite, 
the Colonel ſays he ſuppoſes they go to the 
play for the benefit of the brethren. : 
well anſwers, © the charity covereth the fin ;* 5 
which was actually the caſe, for! in 1 75 7. as 
Shuter was bountiful 10 the Tabernacle, Mr. 


Wi bitefield not only permitted, but adviſed his | 


bearers to attend Shuter*s benefit ; but for that 
waht only.” Alas, poor Shuter 
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although I could not write, yet I compoſed 
_ guinea; ſome were given to the Briſtol 
| printers, who printed them, and the ballad- 


; fingers ſung them about the ſtreets ; on which 7 


pompoſed an opera. 
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It is 1 enough that about this time, 


ſeveral ſongs, one of which was ſold for a 


occaſions I was as proud as though I had 


8 Obſcurely No generous friend he found , | 


To lend his trembling ſteps o'er claflic ground, 
« No Patron fill'd his heart with flatt'ring hope, 
"RE": No tutor'd leſſon gave his genius ſcope. | 
1% And yet he ſoar'd beyond the | pells that bind 

6e The ſlow e of the vulgar mind. ae 


Mrs, Ronineos, 


My friend Mr. 13 Was my FTI 


who before I came to live with him had not 
the leaſt reliſh for books, and I had only mud 
A few enthuſiaſtic authors, together mth 
Pomfret” 8 poems; ; this laſt I could almoſt re- 
7 peat by memory; however 1 made the ol ; 
of my little ſtock of literature, and ſtrongly 
5 recommended the purchaſing of books to 


. J ones. But ſo1 ignorant were we on the - 


Wea, that neither of us Knew what books -—— 


Wa. 


16 irg oF J. LACKINGTON. | 


were fit for our peruſal, nor. what to enquire 


for. So that we were at a loſs how to in- 


q 4 cannot help thinking that had Fortune 


thrown proper books in our way, we ſhould 


have imbibed a juſt taſte for literature, and 


was our obſcurity, that it was next to im- 
; poſſible for us ever to emerge from it. 


a * 


„ =_” The mind untaught in vain, 5 
* Eo” „ Her powers, tho' blooming vigour. nouriſh, 

I 00 Hopes in perfect pride to flouriſh ; 3 
« Culture mult her * maintain.“ 


Mr. pinkrxron. 


As we could not tell what to aſk for, we 


CK, 
. 


* were aſhamed to go into the bookſellers 


there are thouſands now in England in the 


bf 74 


. ' very ſame ſituation: many, very many have 
| ome to my ſhop, who have diſcovered: an 


-— 
— 


\ 


for, as we had ſcarce ever heard or ſeen even 
any 7zitle pages, except a few of the religious 
ſort, which at that time we had no reliſh 
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| creaſe our ſmall ſtock of ſcience. And here' 


ſoon made ſome tolerable progreſs, but ſuch : 


| ſhops; and I aſſure you, my friend, that 


ie mind, but were totally at. a 06 : 
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what to aſk for, and who had no friend to 


Aer them. 


hk —— Reaſon grows apace, and calls | 
0 For the kind hand of an aſſiduous care. 
„ Delightful taſk! to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 
0 To pour the freſh inſtruction o er the mind, 
| To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
45 7 7 he gen 'rous purpoſe 1 in the glowing breaſt,” 
| THOMSON, 


One day as my friend Jones and [ were 
ſtrolling about the fair that is annually held 
in and near St. James's church-yard, we law 
a ſtall of books, and in looking over the title 
Pages, I met with Hobbes's Tranſlation of 

Homer's Iliad and Odyſſey. 1 had ſomehow 
or other heard that Homer was a great poet, 
but unfortunately I had never heard of Pope's 
tranſlation of him, ſo we very eagerly pur- 
chaſed that by Hobbes. At this ſtall I. allo 
purchaſed Walker's poetical paraphraſe of 
Epictetus's morals; and home we went, per- 


den well e with our bargains, 


We . evening began with: Hobbe's 4 
8 Homer; but found it very difficult for us _— 


Ts Re ol to 
9 5 | | | 
# © 
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to read, owing to the obſcurity of the tranſ 
lation, which together with the indifferent 


language, and want of poetical merit in the B 
tranſlator, ſomewhat diſappointed us: how- | 


+ ever, we had from time 70 time many a hard 
puzzling hour with him. 55 


But as to Walker's Epictetus, although 
that had not much poetical merit, yet it was 
3 5 very eaſy to be read, and as eaſily underſtood. 

4 The principles of the foirs charmed me fo 
much, that I made the book my companion 
wherever I went, and read it over and over © 
i in raptures, thinking that my mind was 
ſeeured againſt all the ſmiles or frowns of 

E- fortune. 


A When foes revil's, or Rin betuy d, 

Our hearts have wrung, perhaps with ſorrow 3 ; 
1 But a firm effort always made 

20 B70: Complete reſources for to-morrow, 


E. 6c Then why repine at vice elate, 85 
I be >. | . For injur'd worth our courage drown; 


_. = « Let us who cannot alter fate, he Ornate = 
_—_ 41-00 Mind no men's buſineſs but our own. 4 Ry 5 5 ; 


WE. 
\ * "] 


PFF ĩ - J. ROBERTSON: s Martial, 
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I now grew weary of diſſipating my time, 
and began to think of employing my ſpare 
hours in ſomething more ſatisfactory. For 
want of ſomething elſe to do, Iwent one even- 8 
ing to hear Mr. John Weſley preach in Broad- 


mead, and being completely tired of the way 


of life that I had lived (more or leſs) ever 
ſince I had been out of my apprenticeſhip, 


and happening to have no other purſuit or 


hobby-horſe, there was a kind of vacuity in 
my mind ; in this ſtate I was very ſuſcepti- 
ble of any impreſſions, ſo that when I came 
to hear Mr. Weſley, my old fanatical notions 


returned full upon me, and I was once more 


carried away by the tide of enthuſiaſm. So 


that the following lines by Mr. S. Rogers 
might | be applied to me with oreat propriety : 


His humour once o'er, with a grave contrite face 


4s “ To the mead he repairs, that rich fountain of grace, 


0 Where in ſpiritual fervour he turn'd up his eyes, 

| oo True mechanical ſaint! and in uniſon e ; 
«© With every true godly exterior indu'd, 

* As if from his cradle this line he'd purlud. 


My friend Mr. Jones ſoon ſaw with grief 
and indignation the wonderful alteration in 
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: me; who, from a gay, volatile, diff jpated 


young fellow, was at once metamorphoſed 
into a dull, moping, praying, pſalm-ſinging 
fanatic, continuall y reprehending all about me 
for their harmleſs mirth and gaiety. 


„For Saints themſelves will often be, 
40 Of gifts | ur coſt them nothing, free,” 


HuprzRAs. 


Nothing is more common than to ſee man- 5 
kind run from one extreme to another: which 
Was my caſe once more. 


— Whate'er ls leading pe ten . 
That works the ſoul's anxiety, 1 
In each extreme th effect is bad, 

8 Senſe * rd and reaſon mad.“ 
E. Lrerp. 


About this time we left our r habitation 3 n 
Queen-ftrect, and took lodgings of Mr. 
: Jones? s mother, on St. Philip's Plain, where 


lived a brother of Mr. Jones, who was about 9 


ſeventeen years of age. Soon after we had 
| removed to this place, the brother, whoſe 
- vame nn Jones, was permitted to 


work in the ſame room with my friend and 


me. 
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me. They had alſo a ſiſter about twenty 
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years of age, who frequently joined our 


9 


* 


"Our room e the Church- yard, | 


which contributed to increaſe my gloomy 
ideas; and I had fo much of the ſpiritual quix- 


otiſm in me, that I ſoon began to think that 


it was not enough for me to ſave my own 
| ſoul, but I ought in conſcience to attempt 
= the converſion of my companions, who 4 
15 | really believed) were in the high road to 
TY hell, and every moment liable to eternal dam- | 
8 nation. Of this charitable diſpoſition are 


almoſt all che methodiſts ; ; who, as Hudibras | 


Compound for fins they are inclined to, 
0 By damning thoſe they. have no mind to.“ 


: E, The frequency of newly- opened graves, 


=_ which we ſaw from our windows, furniſhed 
= me with opportunities for deſcanting on the 


FATS 


uncertainty of life and all ſublunary enjoy- 


ments ; I aſſured them that nothing deſerved O'S 
a 1 attention but what related to our everlaſt- 
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ing Nate, 154 that they might, on their 


repentance, receive in one moment the par- 
don of all their ſins, have a foretaſte of the 


joys of heaven, and know that their names 


were enrolled ! in the book of life. I farther 
proteſted. that they had no time to loſe; that 


they all ſtood on the very verge of hell, and 
dhe breaking- brink of eternal torments; with 


z * 


a great deal 1 more of ſuch edifying ſtuff, 


The youngeſt brother ſoon became a con- 


— 


and Miſs Betſy was born again ſoon 


% Lo! in | the twinkling of an eye, 


«© Their ſouls was frank'd for, Kingdom come, 
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But I had 1 tight job to convert my friend 


John; he held out, and often curſed me 


heartily, and ſung prophane ſongs all day 
long. ; 


4 


But about four or five weeks after my re- 


don, Tohn was allo converted, 


| and 


became a favou rite of heaven, ſo that we con- 


ſidered ourſelves as a holy community. 
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LS 5 Who knew the ſeat of Paradiſe, 9 5 
Could tell in what degree it lies 


„Could deepeſt myſteries unriddle, 


| 135 As my as thread: a needle. ” 
_Hypiotas, 


A Joghable ai. eppes during my 
reſidence here. A captain of a ſhip one day 
brought a parrot as a preſent to a family, the 

miſtreſs of which being a methodiſt, hap- 
pened to have one of the bpreachers call in 
juſt as the dinner was putting on the table, 


ſo that the captain and the preacher were 


both aſked to ſtay. As ſoon as the table 
was covered, the preacher began a long 8 
5 . grace, in the midft of which Poll, who had 


been put in a corner of a room, cried +; p- 


« D—27 your eyes, tip us none of your Jaw.” 


This, with the immoderate laughter of the 


captain, entirely diſconcerted the pious chap- 
lain; at laſt he began his grace again, | but he 


had not got to the end before Poll again in- 


terrupted him with, D d. 


have ſome fun! in 
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88 A PTY . 
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nt canlingeſen 1 
of N By the above it appested 
the captain had tutored Poll on 1 0 _ 
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Pray, Poll would out with, * D— 
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- ever, the good lady of the houſe 4 it a 


point of conſcience to have Polly converted, 


8 but found it utterly impoſſible to effe& that 
great change 1 in the methodiſtical way, that 


is, nflantaneouſly, as after ſhe had ſcolded her 


ſix months ſor ſpeaking bad words, and had 
actually taught her a part of the. Lord's 

: prayer, yet Poll would not entirely leave off 
her ſea language, ſo that it often happened 


While the good lady Was e her to 


1 your 
eyes, tumble up, you Iubbers ;” and even after ſhe 


had preached to her ſeveral years, ſhe would 


not venture to ſay that Poll was in a ſtate of 


grace; but be that as it will, Poll obtained the 
name of Methodiſt, being called by the 


.neighbours, the Methodiſt Parrot. 


1 muſt inform you alſ that the poor 


preacher abovementioned was but juſt come 
out of Wales, and underſtood Engliſh but 
very imperfectly, and in. the courſe of bis 
ſermon one day he had forgot the. Engliſh for 


the word lamb, and after hammering A good 
ER while 
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FP | while about it, he out with Goddymighty's 5 8. 


little Mutton, that took away the ſins of tbe 


| world,” which cauſed a good deal of diver- 


fon among the ungodly, 


* 


5 LETTER XIV. 


He was a ſhrewd philoſopher, _ 
« And had read every text and gloſs over; 
«© Whate er the crabbed'ſt author hath, 

« He underſtood b'implicit faith; 
atever Sceptic could enquire for, 


as For every why he had a wherefore ; 
„Knew more than forty of them do, 
| « Ag far as words and terms could go, 


All which he underſtood by rote, 
« And as occaſion ſery'd would quote; 
«© No matter whether right or wrong, 
** They might be either ſaid or ſung.” 


5 


Hup1BRAS, 


, of 


I - . 


elf were now greater friends than ever, fo 


- 
: 
* 
= 


*  thatone would on no account ſtir out of the 
houſe without the other. 


3 Jones had the advantage of me in 
F als, he could get more money than 1 


A Es could; but as to grace, and ſpiritual gifts, 


1 had much the advantage of all our commu- 


5 nity; D 
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nity; ſo that I was their ſpiritual dect 
and if they thought that any of their ac- 
quaintance held any opinions that were not 
quite ſound and orthodox, ſuch were intro- 
duced to me, in order that I might convince 
them of their errors. In fact, I was looked 
upon as an apoſtle, ſo that whatever I aſſerted : 
was received as pure goſpel ; nor was any 
mu undertaken without my advice. 


We all worked very hand; patticulifly Mr. 
John Jones and me, in order to get money 
to purchaſe books; and for ſome months 
every ſhilling we could ſpare was laid out at 
old book-ſhops, ſtalls, &c. inſomuch that 
in a ſhort time we had what we called a very 
good library. This choice collection con- 85 
| ſiſted of Polhil on precious Faith; Polhil on = 
the Decrees ; Shepherd's 5 ſound Believer; 
Buny ans Pilgrim 8 Progreſs; . Bunyan s Good 
| News for the vileſt of Sinners; his Heavenly I 
4 5 Footman; bis Grace abounding to the chief 
= | of Sinners; his Life and Death of Mr. Bad- 
man; his Holy War! in the town of  Manfoul ; Wn 
; Hervey? 8 Meditations; ; Hervey J Dialogues . 8 3 
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Roger's Seven Helps to Heaven; Hall's Ja- 
cob's Ladder; Divine Breathings of a devout 


Soul; Adams on the ſecond epiſtle of Peter; 


5 Adams's Sermons on the black Devil, the 


white Devil, &c. Kc. Colling? J Divine Cor-. 


dial for the Soul ; Pearſe's Soul's Eſpouſal to 


Chriſt; Erſkine 8 Goſpel Sonnets; - the Death 


of Abel: The Faith of God's elect; Manton 
on the epiſtle of St. James; Pamble's Works; 


Baxter's Shove for a heavy-arſed Chriſtian ; 
| his Call to the Unconverted ; Mary Magda- 


len's Funeral Tears ; Mrs. Moore's Evidences 


for Heaven; Mead's Almoſt a Chriſtian ; The 


Sure Guide to Heaven ; Brooks on Aſſurance ; 
God's Revenge againſt Murder ; Brooks 8 


Heaven upon Earth; The Pathway to Hea- 


ven; ; W ilcox's Guide to eternal Glory; Der- 
ham's Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt ; his 


Expoſition of Revelations ; 


Guide to Heaven ; The Sincere Convert; 6 


We Watſon's Heaven taken by Storm; Heaven 8 
_ Vengeance ; Wall's None but Chriſt; „Ariſ- 
* fFröotle 's Maſterpiece ; 5 Coles on God's Sove- 
1 5 reignty ; Charnock on Providence ; M's oung * 
| : Fre, Phort and ſure Guide to Salvation; 3 Welley's 


_ Sermons ; 


Alleine? þ Sure 
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| Sermons, Journals, Tracts, &c. aud others 
of the ſame deſcription, 


We had indeed a few os a better ſort, as 
3 Gay's s Fables; : Pomfret- 3 Poems; Milton' uh 
Paradiſe Loſt ; beſides Hobbe's Homer, aud 

Walker' 5 Epicterus, mentioned in my laſt 5 


letter. 


But what we wanted in judgment in 
chooſing our library, we made up in appli- 
cation; ſo anxious were we to read a great 
deal, that we allowed ourſelves but about 


three hou rs {Jeep in twenty-four, and for ſome : 


months together we never were all in bed at 


the ſame time. (Sunday nights excepted. - | 


; But leſt we ſhould overſleep the time allowed, 


one of us ſat up to work until the time ap- 
pointed for the others to riſe, and when all 
were up, my friend John and your humble 
ſervant took it by turns to read aloud to the 


| reſt, while they were at their work. 


E Such there are, rays by Rats unkind, 
cc The Tealvas to exert the noble mind, | 
cc Should watch occaſions, and attend the hours, 1 8 


CL Aud darch the Wen, to indulge. their pow'rs. 
| Coors, 


But 


"dy, 
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But ths mad ſcheme of ours had nearly 


been attended with very ſerious conſe- 


quences. One night, it being my turn to 
watch, I removed to the fire-fide, to read 


ſome particular pafſage, and the candleſtick 
5 which we worked by not being convenient 


to move about, and there being no other at 
that time in the room, I ſet up the candle 
againſt the handle of a pewter pot, and was 
fo extremely heavy (owing to much watch- 
fulncſs) that I fell faſt aſleep, and had like 


never to have awaked again; for the candle 
burned down to the handle of the pot, 
melted it off, and then fell on the chair on 


which ! it ſtood ; 1o that Mr. Jones found me 


in the morning, faſt aſleep, and part of the 
chair conſumed ; which alarmed us all very 


| much, and made us more cautious. 


But fill we -contivued our plan of living, 


ſo that we made a rapid progreſs | in what we 
called fpiritual and divine knowledge * and 


ORE were ſoon maſters of the various arguments 


IE nde uſe Fr by wal polemical divines, &c. 


And 


> . 
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And the better to guard my pupils from 
what I called falſe doctrines, I uſed often to 


engage them in various controverſies, in which 


I ſometimes took one fide of the queſtion, 
ſometimes the other, in order to make them 


well verſed in controverſy, and acquainted 7 
with the ſtrength of their adverſaries. 80 
that I was, by turns, a Calviniſt, an Armi- 


5 nian, an Arian, a Socinian, a Deiſt, and 
2 even an Atheiſt. And after they bad ſaid 
gal they could to confute me, I would point 
: out where they had failed, and added ſuch 
arguments as I was maſter of, and 1 in general 
we were all ſatisfied. But when we hap- So 


pened to have any doubts, we had recourſe 
to the Bible and commentators of our own 
fide of the queſtion, and I aſſure you my dear 
friend, this was a very fine hobby- -horſe, 
which, like Aaron's ſerpent, ſwallowed up all 


the other hobby-horſes. 
=: "Of 1 minds are n with rifles,” | Oyio. 


* 


"Dear Friend; 
Yours, | 


LETTER 
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LE T'T ER XV. 


fe Laugh where you muſt; be 6 Conia where you can.” 
Porr. 


Gs Fe wa then, that always when you come, 
*« You'll find me ſitting on my bum: 
Or lying on a couch, ſurrounded 
« With tables, pens, and books, confounded 
0 Wrapt up in lofty ſpeculation, 
« As if on the ſafety of the nation.” — Huy, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


. the Gurte of my a 
I learnt that there had been var ious {ets of 
philoſophers amongſt the Greeks, Romans, 
Kc. and 1 well remembered the names of the 

moſt eminent of them. At an old book- ſhop 
1 purchaſed Plato on the Immortality of the 

Soul, Plutarch' 8 Morals, Seneca's Morals, 

Epicurus? 8 Morals, the Morals of Confucius 

the Chineſe Philoſopher, and a few others. 


5 = now can ſcarce hel b thinking that 1 received 


more real benefit from reading and ſtudying 
* meme aud Epictetus, than from all other books 
: that 
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= that 1 had read before, or have ever read 


ſince that time. 


<0 read the labours of the pen, | 
cc And thought them more than common men.” 


=. 


1 was but about twenty-two years of age, 


when 1 firſt began to read thoſe fine moral 
productions; and I aſſure you, my friend, 


that they made a very deep and laſting impreſ- 


ſion on my mind. y reading them, 1 Was 
taught to bear the unavoidable evils attending 


humanity, and to ſupply all my w wants by 
contracting or reſtraining my defies. 


/ 


Fd 


6 To mend my virtues, and exalt, my thought, 

"6 What the bri ght ſons of Greece and Rome have wrote, 4 
« Ober day and night 1 turn; in them we find 

4 A rich repaſt for the luxurious mind.” Cooke. 


It is now twenty-three years ſince I firſt 


peruſed them ; during which time 1 do not 
recollect that 1 have ever felt one anxious 


painful wiſh to get money, > eſtates, or ic 


way to better my condition: * 


8 Indeed, my 1 were eI to find 
46 25 hat en could c'er wy real wiſhes gain; * 


4 
4» 
} 4 
? 
7 p 
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Had e er aiſtarb'd. my thoughtful mind, 


Or coſt one ſerious moment's pain; 
1 ſhould have ſaid, that all the rules, 
* learn'd of moraliſts and ſchools, 
80 Were very uſeleſs, very vain.“ 


And yet 1 have never fnce that time let fi . 
any fair opportunity of doing it. Be con- 


tented, ſays Iſocrates, with what you bave, 
and ſeek at the ſame to make the beft 1 im- 


mean is, that 1 have not been over ſolicitous 


to obtain any thing that I did not poſleſs ; 


but could at all times ſay, with St. Paul, 


| that 1 have learned to be contented 1 in all 
ſituations, although at times they have been 


very gloomy indeed. Dryden lays, 


e We to corſclve may all our wiſhes grant, 
For, nothing coveting, we nothing want.“ 


the 


Davpux' 8 Ian Emperor. 


And in another place he ſays, 


* 


«« They cannot want who Sith not to hare more: 
* WO ever ſaid an anchoret was poor?“ 
8 | Darpax 5 Secret Love, 


The pleaſures of eating and . en- 
reh deſpiſed, and for ſome time carried this | 


„ diſpoſition 
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dilpoftion to an extreme; and even to the 
preſent time 1 feel a very great indifference 

about theſe matters: when in company I 
frequently dine off one diſh, when there are 
twenty on the table. The account of 
Epicurus living | in his garden, at the expence 
of about a halfpenny per day, and that when 
he added a little cheeſe to his bread on par- 
ticular occafions, he conſidered i as a a luxury, 
filled me with raptures. 


« He talk'd of virtue, and of human | 1} { 
What elſe ſo fit for man to ſettle well? 
And ſtill his long reſearches met in this, 

„This truth of truths which nothing can * 

6 Fm virtue's fount the pureſt joys outwell 

Sweet rills of thought that chear the e foul, 

15 % While vice pours forth the troubled ſtreams of hell, 
Which, howe'er diſguis'd, at laſt will dole ; 
60 Will —_ the tortur'd breaſt their fiery torrent roll.“ 


Tousox. 5 


From that moment 1 began to live on 


bend and tea, and for a conſiderable time did 


: : not partake of any other viands, but in thoſe 
= 1 indulged myſelf three or four times A day. 
My reaſons for living in this abſtemious man- 
ner were in order to ſave money to in 
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5 tible of intellectual pleaſures ; and here 1 


27 . life happy ; there is nothing but frugality 


- Yagks, to wean . FER 1 55 5 pleas 
ſures, of eating and drinking,” Kc. and to 
purge my mind, and to make it more ſuſecp- 


cannot help remarking, that the term. 
Epicure, when applied to one who makes 
the pleaſures of the table his chief good, caſts 
an unjuſt reflection on Epicurus, and ney 
: a wrong idea of that contemplative and very 
abſtemious philoſopher : : for although he E 
ſerted that. pleaſure was the chief or ſuprente | 
good, yet he allo as ſtrongly aſſerted, that it 
was the tranquility | of the mind, and intel- 
lectual pleaſure, that he ſo extolled and re- 
commended. 2 This pleaſure (ſays he) that 
18 the very centre of our happineſs, confiſts 
in nothing elſe than having our mind free 
from diſturbance, and our body free from 
pain; ; drunkennets, exceflive eating, niceneſs 
in our liquors, and all that ſeaſons good 


cheer, have nothing in them that can make 


and tranquility of mind that eſtabliſh this 
happy ſtate . is this calm that facilitates 
our diſliguiſhing berwixt thole things: that 
3 5 . = ee 


1 
9 


VT. 


N "ought to be our choice, and thoſe we oight, © £2 : 3 
do ſhun; and it is by the means thereof, th | 
we diſcard thoſe notions that diſcompoſe. this. 
firſt mover of our r life,” 
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=7 When Epicurus to the world had taught, : 
That pleaſure was the chiefeſt good, 
„(And was perhaps in the right, if rightly vnderſiood) 
His life he to his doctrines brought, 
« Andina garden's ſhade, that ſovereign pleaſure foughtz 
% Whoever a true Epicure would be, 
oc * May there find _ — virtuous luxury.” 


CowLar' 8 Garden, 


St. Evremont in his vindication of Epicurus ? 

_ ſays, © Ignorant men know not his worth, 
Wiſe men have given large and honourable | 
| teſtimonies of his exalted virtue and ſublime 
S precepts. They have fully proved his plea- 
= ſures to be as ſevere as the ſtoick's virtue; that 
= to be debayched like Epicurus, a man muſt 
. be as ſober as Zeno.— His temperance was | 
ſo great that his ordinary diet was nothing 
but bread and water. 


The ſtoicks and all 


5 other philoſophers agree with Epicurus 3 
"I this; that the true felicity of life is to be DO 
1 free from perturbations, to underſtand ourduty ol 


L , 5 towards 5 
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towards God and Man, and to enjoy the's pre- 
fent without any anxious dependance upon the 


future; not to amuſe ourſelves either with 
hopes or fears; to curb and reſtrain our un- 


ruly appetites, to reſt ſatisfied with what we 
have, which is abundantly ſufficient, for he 


that is content wants nothing.“ 


We Sous place the bliſs in action, ſome in eil ; 
« «T hoſe caffit pleaſure, and contentment theſe ; 
* Some ſunk to beaſts, find pleaſure end in pain; 
55 1 Some. ſwell” d to o Gods, confeſs eben viitue vain.“ 


vis bs: 14. ee 


a 


Por E. 


I continued the above ſe elf. deny ing life un- 
til Lleft Briſtol, which was on. Whitſunday 


in 1769. T had for ſome time before been 

pointing out to my friend John Jones ſome 
of the pleaſures! and advantages of travelling, 
5 ſo that 1 caſily prevailed on him to accompany 
me towards the Weſt of England ; and in the 
evening w' arrived at Bridgewater, where Mr. 


| s Jones got work, He was employed by Mr. 


Cath, with whom he continued: near twelve 


5 months, and in the end married Mr. Caſh's 


| daughter, a very pretty and very als lutte 


5 Woman, with ſome fortune, 


2 
een 


at Taunton: but in that I was diſappointed, | 


nor could I get a conſtant feat of work until 


I came to Exeter, and of that place I. was 


whoſe name inſpires me with gratitude, as he 


: 7 being alſo known that I came from Briſtol, 


N 
e 


FN beſt workman i in the town, altho I had not 


. 
2 | 
W. 


never treated me as a journeyman, but made 
me his companion. Nor was any part of my 
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wal offered work by. Mr. Caſh, I prevailed 
on him to accept of it, aſſuring him that I. 
had no doubt of my being able to get work 


ſoon tired ; but being informed that a Mr. 
John Taylor of Kingſbridge (forty miles be- 

low Exeter) wanted ſuch a hand, L went 
down, and was gladly : received by Mr. Taylor, 


N 2 : 

* a + 4 
"Xp". ys 
we 


_ | time ever ſpent in a more agreeable pleaſing 
manner than that which 1 paſſed in this re- 

& tired place, or I believe more profitable to a 
: maſter. I was the firſt man he ever had that 
was able to make ſtuff and ſilk ſhoes, and it 


: | this had great weight with the country ladies, : 
* | and procured. my maſter. cuſtomers, who ge- 4 
- | nerally ſent for me to take meaſure of. their 
FE | feet „and 1 was looked upon by all to be the 


u bro 2 up to ſtuff-work, nor had ever -————_ 
1 8. . , cnticely 51. 
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entirely made one ſtuff or filk ſhoe before. 
Nor ſhould I have preſumed to proclaim my- 
ſelf a ſtuff- man, had there been any ſuch 
workmen in the place; but as there were 
none, I boldly ventured, and ſueceeded very 
well; nor did any one in the town ever know 


that it was my firſt attempt in that branch. 


During the time that, I lived here, I as 
uſual was obliged to employ one or other 
of my acquaintance to write my letters for 


me; this Procured. me much praiſe among 
the young men as a good inditer of letters. 
(need not inform you that they were not Wl 


good judges.) My maſter ſaid to me one day, 


be was e e tary did not in to write 


"ul 1 ald . to is it in a very Ant 


time. The thought pleaſed me much, and 
: withodit any. delay L ſet about it, by taking pe 


up any pieces of paper that had writing on 
them, and imitating the letters as well as! 


could. I employed my leiſure hours in this 


way for near two months, after which time 
I u wrote my own letters, in a bad hand, you 
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may be ſure ; but it was plain and ealy to . 
read, which was all I cared for: nor to the = . 5 


preſent moment can I write much better, as 


l never would have any perſon to teach me, 


nor was Jever poſſeſſed of patience enough 
to employ time ſufficient to learn to write 


well; and yet as ſoon as J was able to ſcrib- 
ble, I wrote verſes on ſome trifle or other 
every: day for years together. 


Out of. Ge thouſands I at preſent recol- | 
lect the following, which 8 placed by the 
ſide of the figure of a clergyman in his robes, | 
with his hands and eyes lifted up; this 1 image 
724 ſtood o over the tire · place in Dy room. 


: Here SA Beens 8 nb has negative merit, 
As his vice he ne'er flatters or ruffles his f. pirit; * 
No wages receiving, his conſcience is clear; 

Not prone to deceiving, he's nothing to fear. 
Iis true he is ſilent but that's nothing new; 
And if you'd repent, his attitude view ; 
With uplifted hands all vice to reprove, 

How wy he lands, his eyes fix d above! 3 


As a kind of Sontradd 1 will inſert an epi- 


gram that I wrote but a few days ſince | on 


an ignorant methodiſt -preacher, 


a ” * * * * ; 1 AT , I 
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od A topid fellow told me t'other day, 
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That by the ſpirit he could preach and pray 
Let none then ſay that miracles have n N 
As God ſtill opes the mouth of beaſt; 

And aſſes now can ſpeak as plain 

As cer they could 1 in Balaam's _ 


But I Sos. wrote as fat as 1 could, 


without endeavouring to write well, and that 
this is my preſent practice I need not inform 


. 


I came to this place i in but a weak ſtate of 


body; ; however, the healthy ſituation of the 
town, together with bathing in the ſalt water, 
ſoon reſtored me to perfeR health. I paſſed 
thirteen months here in a very happy man- 
ner; but the wages for work being very 

| low, and as I had ſpent much time in writing 

| hymns to every ſong-tune that I knew, be- 

8 tides a number of love-verſes, letters, &c. * 
| was very poor ; and to complete all, 1 began 

to keep a deal of company, in which J gave 


a looſe to my natural gaiety of diſpoſition, 


much more thau was conſiſtent with the 
grave, ſedate ideas which I had formed of a-. 
rehgious character; all which made me re- 


ſolve to leave Kingſbridge, which I did in 


$770: = £ + 1 tra- 
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8 travelled as far as Exeter the firſt day, 
where I worked about a fortnight, and ſaved 
ſufficient to carry me to Bridgewater, where 
1 worked two or three weeks more. Before 
I arrived there Mr. John Jones had gone 
back to refide at Briſtol, but as ſoon as he 

heard of my being in Bridgewater, he and 
his brother Richard ſent me an invitation to 
come to Briſtol again and live with them. 
Finding that I did not immediately com- 
ply, they both came to Bridgewater, and 
declared their intentions of not returning to 
Briſtol without me; ſo that after a day or 
two J yielded to their ſolicitations, and again 
lived very comfortably with them, their mo- 


ther and ſiſter. 


= think it was about this period, that I 
went ſeveral times to the Tabernacle, and * - 
5 heard Mr. George Whitefield; and of all the 
. . preachers that ever I. attended, never did 1 
Ze meet with Olle that had ſuch a per fect com- 
mand over the paſſions of his audience. Ian 
every ſermon that I heard him preach, the. 
would ſometimes make them ready to burt I - 
L4, | 1 ilk. f N 


3 « 
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With laughter, and the next moment drown 
them in tears; indeed it was ſcarce poſſible 
for the moſt guarded to eſcape the effect. 


. He had ſomething tu as thought fill more horrid to ſay, 
«. When his tongue loſt its powers and he fainted away; 
* Some ſay *twas his conſcience that gave him a ixoke, 

« But thoſe who beſt knew him treat that as a joke; 
« *Tis a trick which ſtage orators uſe in their need, 


10 The 48755 to raiſe anc the judgment . * Six v. 


n 


\ 


In one of ny; axcurfove-1- 5 many 
agreeable hours with the late Mr. La Bute, 
>>I Cambridge, Who was well known, he 
. having taught French | in that univerſity up- 
br wards of forty years. He informed me that 
near forty Fears ſince, Mr. Whitefield having | 
| advertiſed himſelf to preach at Gog-Magog- 
Hill, many thouſand people collected to- 
gether from many miles round. While he 
Was preaching, he was elevated on the higheſt | 
ground, and his audience ſtood all round on 1 
the declivity; during his ſermon, a young - 
_— countrywoman, who had come ſome miles to 
$ = > hear: him, and waited ſeveral hours, being 
very faint, owing to the violent heat of the 
bun, the breaths of the multitude, as yell as 


: 755 1 A 
3 ; ; , 


[3 
5 Þ 
x 1 
4 | 
1 Nas 
7 TH + £ 
+, 27% f 
9 KL , 
5 = 
. 5 [ 
n 
. 
N. d 
war) Ir | 
KK 15 3 
he” 
N 


ſee a ſinner fall before the power of the word; 


but the young college bucks and wits con- 


; abruptly. 


| en IN As Dr. Squintum ſays.” 


1 ny dear Friend, yours. 
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the want of refreſhment ; and it is very 
likely much agitated in Ber mind by the 
extraordinary doctrines of the preacher, ſhe 
fell backwards, juſt under the orator, and 
there lay kicking up her heels. On ſeeing the 
5 poor girl lie 1 in a kind of convulſion, ſome of 

: the company moved to aſſiſt her, and the 
women began to draw down her apron and ” 
5 petticoats over her feet; but Mr. Whitefield 
1 | | cry'd out, Let her alone ! Let her alone! A a 
- | elorious fight! A glorious fight *3 N 0 doubt the 


holy man meant that it was a glorious ſight to 


ſtrued his meaning differently, and put the 
: audience into ſuch 1mmoderate fits of laugh- 
ing, that even Mr. Whitefield's utmoſt efforts 
_ not able to reſtore their gravity, but be ES 
wa obliged to diſmiſs * congregation IE. 


For a loag time after This happened, the _- 
4800 as they reeled homewards in tlie 
night-time, diſturbed the ſober inhabitants, LES 
by loudly exclaiming, 4 A glorious fight! A 
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LETTER XVI. 


Love the "moſt generons paſſion of the _— | 
Ihe ſofteſt refuge innocence can find; 
«© The ſoft director of unguided youth, 
ec Fraught with kind wiſhes, and ſecured by truth; . 
The cordial drop heav'n in our cup has thrown, 
« Jo make the nauſeous draught of life go down; 
« On which one only bleſſing God might raiſe, 
"In lands of atheilts ſubſidies of praiſe; 
40 For none did eer fo dull and ſtupid prove, 
+208 * But felt a God, and bleſs'd his pow ti in love.“ 
" „ Pr  Nonpareik, 


©! 
9 P 
* 4 3 * 


1 4 


DEAR FRIEND, TD 


Ft 1. Muſt now requeſt you to 
£0 back with- me a few years, as I have not 
yet made you acquainted with my principal 


amours. I was about ſeventeen years of age 


when an adventure diſcovered, that although 
4 was ſo very ſpiritual, as I before informed 
you, I was notwithſtanding. ſuſceptible of 
another kind of impreſſion. 


. 
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ge Oh, let me ſtill enjoy the cheerful day, 
Till many years unheeded o'er me roll; 

&« Pleas'd in my age I trifle life away, _ 
« And tell how much I lov'd ere I grew old. „ 


 Hammonp's Love Elegies | 


% Being at farmer Gamlin's at Charlton, 
4. 5 four miles from Taunton, to hear a metho- 
| diſt ſermon, . fell deſ perately 1 in love with : 
= the farmer 5 handſome dairy- - maid. 


Bb _ : 5 Her bothe les dress in fimple Beats. lies, 
. & And for no glaring equipage ſhe ſighs. 
1 | +1 WL She gratefully receives what heav'n has ſent, 
9 5 And, rich 1 in poverty, enjoys content, 
" wy . Het reputation which is all her boaſt, 
— GL. malicious viſit ne'er was loſt. 
"= No midnight maſquerade her bene wean, 
6 And health, not paint, the fading bloom repairs, | 

1 If Love's ſoft paſſions in her boſom reign, | 
0 An equal paſſion warms her happy ſwain.“ : Gar. 
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At that time I abounded in ſpiritual g 9 iſts, 9 
which induced this honeſt ruſtic maid to be 4 
very kind to me, and to walk ſeveral flelds 1 
with me in my road back to Taunton, talk- >" 
ing all the way of ber {piritual diſtreſs and fs | 
godly concerns; While 5 poured heavevly ; 5,1 
| eemlatt into her ſoul, and talked ſo er 8 
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divine Love, until I found that my cin ; f 5 5 
for her was not altogether of that Spiritual 3 
nature. And yet,” 
« Welov'd whboartranſarcitty Virtue's bounds : 
We fixt the limits of our tendereſt thoughts, 
Came to the verge of honour, and there ſtopp'd; 
We warm'd us by the fire, but were not ſcorch'd, 
«7 If this be fin, Angels might live with more; 
And mingle rays of minds leſs pure than ours. 
Darbzx- $ Love Triamphant, 


Afier this you may be ſure that I did not 
let ſlip any opportunity of hearing ſermons 8 
at farmer Gamlin's; and 1 generally pre- 

vailed with Nancy Smith, my charming 
g ſpiritual dairy-maid, to accompany me part 
of the way home, and at every gate 1 accom- 
5 1 my ſpiritual advice with a kits. 


— Oh chen the longeſt ſummer” $ day 
us « Seem'd too, too much in haſte; till the full heart 5 
Had not imparted half: 'twas happineſs . 
Joo exquiſite to laſt. Of joys departed 
8 « Never to return, how painful the remembrance!” 
\Brark's Grave. | 


But alas! ! theſe comfortable Sunday ks 
were ſoon at an end; as my charming Nancy 
rh Soar, for ſome reaſon or other 0 have for- 
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8 


got what) left her place, and went to live as 


dairy-maid with a farmer in the marſh coun- 
try, between Bridgewater and Briſtol, ſeven- 
teen miles from Taunton ; ſo that I did not 
ſee her for near two years afterwards ; during 5 
which time I gave ſpiritual advice to another 
my fiſter, whoſe name was Hannah Allen. | 


«« Sure philoſophy, reaſon, and. coldneſs muſt prove 
ou © Defences unequal to ſhield us from Love.“ 


C. J. Fox, 


1 prevailed on this lovely r maid to attend 
the methodiſt preaching at five o'clock on 

Monday mornings, and we often met at three 
or four; ſo that we had an hour or two to 
ſpend ! in walking and converſation on ſpiri- 25 

tual affairs. Had you ſeen and heard us on 
the cold froſty mornings, it would have put 


you in mind of Milton' 8. Devils, whom he 


repreſents a as at times ing with cold : 


0 Others apart, fat on a bill, retir'd, 
ln thoughts more ele vate, and reaſon'd high 
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate; 
*« Fix'd fate, free-will, foreknowledge abſolute; 5 
77 And ſaand no end, in wandering | mazes loſt. "IS 
Paradiſe Loft A 2 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 1585 


LF” Þ . "=P 
„ „ „ HA 1 4 


PY 1% 0% — q 
& +3845 » 2, 
«+ 9s S 3 x 
0 
PA " * +. * 
a + 


ef 


s LIFE OP I. LACKINGTON. 


= But J aſſure you, my friend, that we were 
* | ſometimes like the Galatians of old; we be- 
gan in the ſpirit, and ended 1 in the fic . 


cc Wow on the moſs-bank, Kheah its ſhade, 

6 = 5 For hours of love, of meditation, made ; 

e the ſoft paſſion I my heart reſign, 5 
„To make the long obdurate maiden mine.“ 8 OOKE, 


With this dear girl 1 ſpent all my leiſure 


time, for two or three years; ſo that we en- 


joyed together hundreds of happy, and I can 


truly add, innocent hours, 


«0 days of bliſs! 


8 Jo equal this 
0 * Olympus ſtrives in vain ; 
_—_ - * happy pair, 
_ -:  :** © happy fair! 
—_ Our, happy ſean! Snag Sec UNDUS. 
= But ſtill I never could entirely forget my 


Mn | als innocent Dairy- -maid, In fact, 1 
had love enough for both, to have taken 
: either for better or worſe ; but my being an 
3 apprentice, prevented | me from ing at 

F 1 that time. 


g FAT ALY fays Rockefouctalt, leffers mo- 
8 derate paſſions, but increaſes great ones; like 


l 
1 e 
* 4 b 


IIR or J. LacRN rom. 67 
the wind which blows out tapers, but kin- 
dles fire. 


* 


8 * 7 
4 4 et» 


=} Te is true, I had the greateſt love 15 N ancy 
| = Smith; but Hannah Allen had the advan- 
| 7 BD tage of N ancy, as I could ſee Hannah almoſt 
every day, and Nancy only once or twice in 
; about three years. However, I at laſt fell out 
with Hannah (on what occaſion I cannot re- 
collect) and I ſent Nancy a letter, which made | 
up matters with her; for, like Sterne, 1 was 


a „always in love with one goddeſs or other; 
5 and Xenophon in his banquet, informs us 
1 that the divine Socrates ſaid, that he . 
5 remembered that he was ever without being | 
in love, nor would he part from the com- 
pany without ſaying ſomething on the 
= attributes: of that great power; ; he reſembles 
but a child, ſays he, who by his power is 
; maſter of all things, and is grafted into 
the 1 eſſence and conſtitution of the ſoul 

of man.“ 1: 
1 Soon after Nancy Smith i came to live for a 
W little time at her father” s houſe at Petherton 8 


near 


yo? 64.5 


s 11ff or J. Lek GTO. 

I 3 * near Bridgewater, ſeven miles from Taunton. 
= This happened during the election at Taun- 
ton, when I was changed from a ſtrict me- 
thodiſt to a rake; and althou gh the wedding 
=. ring was purchaſed, and we were to have 
been married in a few days, yet the marriage 


was put off on account of wy. diſſipated cha- 
E raQter. eG 


„ J Wy With wine, I ſtrove to ſooth my love · ſick ſoul, 
| But vengeful Cupid daſh'd with tears the bowl: = 
All mad with rage, to kinder nym phs I flow, -- 5 = 


Grancer' 8 Tizvrrvs. 


I ̃ foon after ſet off for Briſtol, as I before 
1 informed you: nor did I ſee her after that, 
= - until my return from Kingſbridge, when 1 
ſaw her ſeveral times prior to my ſetting off 
for Briſtol with y friend Jones, and his 
brother Richard. e 


T am, 


Dear Friend, 


LETTER 
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LETTER xvi. 


« "The man who K his labour gets 


His bread in independent ſtate, 
: #6 Who never begs, and ſeldom eats 
0 Himſelf can fix, or his fate. Paton 


4 If you will uſe the little that you have, 
More has not heay'n to give, or you to crave: 
* Ceaſe to complain. He never can be poor 
* Who has ſufficient, and whe wants no more. 
If but from cold, and pining hunger free, 
*© The richeſt mogarch can but 1 8 
Hoden Imitated, | 


DEAR FRIEND, 


1 Had not log Nba d fs 
cond time with my good Briſtol friends, be- 
fore I renewed my correſpondence with my 
old ſweetheart Nancy Smith. I informed 


+1 her that my attachment to Books, together 


with travelling from place to place, and alſo 


muy total diſregard for money, had prevented 


N from faving any ; and that while I re- 


2 mained in a ſingle unſettled Nate, I was never = 
, 2 to eee it. 1 alſo preſſed her . 


5 - x very 


N. "TIED 


very much to come to Briſtol to be married, 
which ſhe ſoon complied with : and married 
we were, at St. Peter's Church, towards the 


my firſt making love to her. 


| A ſmile ſhe thought would dreſs her looks too gay 3 ; : 


ends the Meftrs. Jones's, and at bed-time | 
_ retired to ready-furniſhed lodgings, which 
we had before provided, at half. a- crown per 
week. Our finances were but juſt ſufficient 


AIDES i. morning, 
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td 


end of the year 1770; near ſeven years after 


ee When joins | in hand and heart, to church we went, ag 
on Mutual i in vows, and pris 'ners by conſent. _ 1 105 
„ My Nancy's heart beat high, with mix'd alarms, ; 
4 But trembling beauty glow'd with double charms. | 
In her ſoft breaſt a modeſt ſtruggle roſe, 
Ho ſhe ſhould ſeem to like the lot ſhe choſe: 


« A frown might ſeem too ſad, and blaſt the day. 

« But while nor this, nor that, her will could bow, 

« She walk d, and look'd, and charm'd, and knew not how. | 
«© Our hands at length th' unchanging Fiat bound, 

And our glad Souls ſprung out to meet the "ITY 


«© Joys meeting joys unite, and Rronger ſhine : 7 L : oo 
« For paſſion purified i is half divine: i | - 
Now Nancy thou art mine, I cry'd—and ſhe | 7 
6 5 Sigh'd ſoft now Inu thou art Lord of me!” 5 
| By Hitt, 0 


We ER: our Wee at the bank of my 


to pay the expences of the day, for the next 
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morning, i in ſearching dur pockets (which we 
did not do in a careleſs manner) we diſcovered 
that we had but one halfpenny to begin the 
world On But 


= | © The hearth was clean, te ft clears 
—_— The kettle on for teaz 
=_ . Pilemon,. in his elbow chair, 
& As bleſs'd as man could be. | 
1e Clarinda, who his heart poſſeſsd, 
* And was his new- made bride, 
„ With head reclin'd upon his breaſt, 
b Got toying by his ſide. 
«© Palemon with a heart elate, ; 
66 Pray'd to Almighty Jove, 2 
& That it might ever be his fate, 
« Juſt ſo to live and love.“ 


It is true, we had laid in eatables ſufficient | 
for a day or two, in which time we knew we 
could by our work procure more, which we 


very cheerfully ſet about, ſinging together che 

1 followin g lines of Dr. C otton: 

_ e Our potticũ i is not large wed. 

* 6c But then how little do we need? 
„ For Nature's calls are few ; 

« In this the art of living lies, 

To want no more than may lufee, 

% And make that little do.“ 
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The above, and the following ode by Mr, 
Fitzgerald, did we ſcores of times repeat, 
even with raptures! 


t No glory I covet, no fiches I want, 
„ Ambition is nothing to me: 
| « The one thing J beg of kind heaven to grant, 
"= oa Is, a mind independent and free, TE 


i By paſſion viruffled, untainted by pride, 
« By Reaſon my life let me ſquare; .. 
" The wants of my nature are cheaply fupplied* 


. And he reſt are but folly and: care. 


4. Thoſe bleſſings which providence kindly has lent, | 
« JI juſtly and gratefully prize; 

cc While ſweet meditation and cheerful nm, 
4 Shall make i me both — . * 


« In the pleaſures the great 1 man's paſſefions diſplay, 
C7 Unenvy'd III challenge my pat: 
For every fair object my eyes can ſurvey, | 
9 Me Cantributes to gladden my heart, 
. How b Giro? infinite Grouble and Arife, 
The many their labours employ ; 


"46; When all that is truly delightful in life, 
* what all, if * will may enjoy. . 


After 3 worked on  Quff-work 3 in the 


country, I could not bear the idea of return 
ing to the Jeather branch; ſo that 1 attempted 


3 9 


and n a fat of Stuff i in Briſtol But 
| better work being required there than in 
| : Kingſbridge, &c. 1 was obliged to take to 
much care to pleaſe my maſter, that at firſt 
I could not get more than nine ſhillings 2 
week, and my wife could get but very little, 
as ſhe was learning to bind ſtuff⸗ ſhoes,. and 
had never been much uſed to her needle ; ſo 
that what with the expence of ready-furniſhed 


lodging, fire, candles, &c. we had but little 


bel! for purchaſing proviſions. 


Te 0 Increaſe our r ſtraits, my old friend b 


ſomewhat diſpleaſed at our leaving him and 


his relations, took an early opportunity to tell 


me that I was indebted to him near forty 


ſhillings, of two years ſtanding. It is more 
diſhonourable (ſays Rochefoucault) to diſtruſt 


TIE. friends, than to be deceived by them. I 


was not convinced of the juſtice of the 


claim, but to avoid diſpute, 1 Paid bim in 5 
: about two months, | 


« But if Ty prove unfaithful, * fortiine? s 4 whore, 
DN Still my I be virtuous, . 1 am poor.“ 
; . Bovane, 


; Du. ing SOON the whole. of. which time. it 
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was extremely ſevere weather, and yet we 


made four fhillings and ſixpence per week 
pay for the whole of what we conſumed i in 


eating and drinking. Strong beer we had 
none, nor any other liquor (the pure ele- 
ment excepted), and inſtead of tea, or rather 


coffee, we toaſted a piece of bread ; at other 


times we fried ſome wheat, which when 
boiled in water made a tolerable ſubſtitute 
for coffee; and as to animal food, we made 


uſe of bat little, and that little we boiled and 


made broth of. 


The recolleQion of 1 toils 1s Roger.” Evnryo, 


* 


During the whole of this time we never 8 


once wiſhed. for any thing that we had not 
got, but were quite contented, and with a 


good grace, in reality made a virtue of 1 ne- : 


55 cellity. We 


"68 Trembled not with vain Alon: | 
70 Few the things which life requires.” | Francis" $ Hor: 


5 And the ſubje&t of o our prayer was, 


This day be bread and peace our lot, 

All elſe beneath the ſun, 
56 T hou know'lt if beſt beſtow'd or not, 

And let thy will be done.“ 1 


1 am, dear Friend, yours. 


1 ee XVI. 
% To temper thus the ſtronger fires, - 
« Of youth he ſtrove, for well he knew, 
% Boundleſs as thought tho man's deſires, 
15 a e he real wn of Life are Hows! Cantwarcur, 


"00 Tn adverſe hours an equal mind maintain.” 


Faanxcrs 5 Horace. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


IN a few days after we batt 
paid the laſt five ſhillings of the debt claim- ; 
ed by my friend Mr. Jones, we were both 
together taken ſo my as to be confined to our 
bed, but the good woman of the houſe, our 


trifles for us. She ſeemed very much alarmed 

at our ſituation, or rather for ber own, 1 
ſure become burthenſome to her. We had 
in caſh two ſhillings and nine-pence, half 2 
crown of which we had carefully locked up 
| in a box, to be ſaved as a reſource on any | 
extraordinary emergence. _ This money eg 
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landlady, came to our room and did a few Ls 


ſuppoſe, as thinking. we might i in ſome mea- 5 
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ported us two or three days, in which time 
I recovered without the help of medicine: 


but my wife continued ill near ſix months, 


and was confined to her bed the greateſt part 
of the time; which illneſs * very eaſily 
be accounted for. . 


Before ſhe came to Briſtol, ſhe had ever 
been uſed to a very active life, and had al · 
ways lived! in the country, ſo that in coming 
to dwell in a populous city, ſhe had ex- 
changed much exerciſe and good air for 2 


ſedentary life and very bad air; and this I 


5 was the cauſe of all her illneſs from 


time to time, which at length, as unfortu- 


E as effectually, undermined her con- 


ſtitution. During her firſt fix months illneſs, 
1 lived many days folely on water-gruel. 
6 What nature requires, (fays Montaigne, ) 
is ſo ſmall a matter, that by its littleneſs it 
_ eſcapes the gripes. of fortune ; for as 1 

could not afford to pay a nurſe, x much of my 2 
time was taken vp in attendance on her, aud 

moſt af my money expended in procuring 9 
wedieines, together with ſweh trifles as ſho 


could 
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could cat and drink. But what added ex- 
1 tremely to my calamity was the being with- 
"| in the hearing of her groans, which were 
cauſed by the excruciating pains in her head, 
which for months ae defied the power 


Gat 


of medicine, 


It 18 impoſſible for words to | deſeribe the 

| keenneſs of my ſenſations during this long 

term; yet as to myſe If, my poverty and be- 
ing obliged to live upon water-gruel gave me 

not the leaſt uneaſineſs. 


BW « In wills ſeaſons 1 was calm, 5 


e And ſmil'd when fortune frown- d. DDR 2 WI | 


EO But the a of being continually 3 in the SS 
T 5 fight : and hearing of a beloved object, a young, — 
3 ien handſome, innocent wife, | 


125i «whe kick in bed lor ating for her breach - 
ö 00 lere, like dying lamps, ſunk in their ſockets, 
bY «© Now glar'd, and now drew back their feeble light: : 
M « Faintly her ſpeech fell from her fault ring tongue 
In interrupted accents, as ſhe ſtrove 
With ſtrong agonies that ſhook her limbs 
*© And-writh'd her tortur d features i into forms 9 5 
. Hideous to ſight,” 1 8 Injur d Innocence. = 
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How I ſupported this long dreary ſcene, 


1 know not ; the bare recolleQion of which 


is exceedingly painful, even at this diſtance 
of time. 


71 Lo, From amidſt afflictions night 155 
BT” Hope burſt all radiant on the fi ght; 
Her words the troubled boſom ſooth, 

10 Why thus diſmay'd ? 5 

«« Hope nei er is wanting to their aid, 
* Who tread the path of truth, 

| % *Tis I, who ſmooth the rugged way, 
I, whocloſe the eyes of ſorrow, 
| ”_ And with glad viſions of to-morrow, 


os Repair the weary ſoul's decay.“ 
BrATTIE's Ode to o Hope. 


At laſt, when every thing that ſeemed to 


. promiſe relief had been tried in vain, ſome old = 


woman recommended Cephalic ſnuff. I own - 
J had not much faith i in it ; however, I pro- 
cured it, and in a ſhort time after ſhe was 
much relieved from the intolerable pain in 
her head, but yet continued in a very bad 

| fate of health; her conſtitution having ſuf⸗ 
fered ſuch a dreadful ſhock, I thought that 

no means could be uſed ſo likely to reſtore it, 

N as a removal to her native air. Accordingly 


1 left 


. 


2 
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A I left my ſeat of work at Briſtol, and return- 


ed with +her to Taunton, which is about 
ſeven miles from Petherton, her native place. 
But in Taunton I could not procure. ſo much 
work as I could do; fo that as ſoon as I 


thought ſhe could bear the air of Briſtol, we | 
returned thither, where ſhe ſoon relapſed, and ; 
we again went back to Taunton. This re- 


moving to Taunton was repeated about five 


times in little more than two yon and a half, 


« Of chance or chavge, 0 let not man complain, 5 
* Elſe ſhall he never ceaſe to wail! 


* For, from the imperial dome, to where the fonts 
% Rears the lone cottage in the filent dale, 
“All feel tl aſſault of fortune' 8 fick le gale.” | 


Nins razr | 


But at laſt, Y "OR that ſhe had hw 
fits of illneſs at by aunton alſo, as well as 
at Briſtol, With a view of having. 4 better 


Price” for my work 1 reſolved to viſit Lon- | 

don; and as 1 had not money ſufficient to 
bear the expences of both to town, 1 left her. 

all the money 8 could ſpare, and took a place 
on the outſide of the ſtage coach, and the ſe- 

£9ug day arrived at the metropolis, in Auguſt _ 


1773, 


6 of bis expectations. being able to keep a 
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1773, with two ſhillings and fixpence ; in 
my pocket ; and recollecting the addreſs of 
an old townſman, who was alſo a ſpiritual = 
brother, „ 5 — 1 
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* Whoſe hair in greaſy locks hung down, 
«« As ftrait as candles from his crown, 
F\ 0 ſhade the borders of his face, 
00 Whoſe outward ſigns of inward grace -. 
% Were only viſible in ſpiteful 85 . 2 
40 Grimaces, "ey ſtern and frightful. — 
Burrzx $ roth. Works, 


This holy brother Was alſo a journeyman = 
ſhoe-maker, who had arrived at the ſummit 2) 


| houſe over his head (as he choſe to expreſs * 

: himſelf * that is, by letting nearly the whole 0 1 
of it out in lodgings, he was enabled to 8 EE” 
pay the rent. This houſe was in W hite-croſs- 
ſtreet, which 1 found out the morning after 
my arrival, where I procured a lodging, and 

Mr. Heath, in Fore-ſtreet, ſupplied me with 
plenty of work. 

© laugh's FR: and bill d, and ſung too moſt ſ\veet, 


"Bing, juſt to a hair I've made both ends to meet. 
Derry-down, 


4 am, dear Friend, yours. 
| LET TER 


„„ 


Fa 
8 
* 
DONE) 
Gy 
18 <4 
5 
DS. 
» 12 
ES 
4 
2 
* 
* 
n 
7 
2 
N 
. 
£ 
3: tad 


LITE or J. LACKINGTON. 281 


LETTER XIX. 


c T'll travel no more—PF'll try a London audience — N | 
% Who knows but T —_ get an engagement, 
rs Oats. | 


: « When ſuperſtition vi of manly virtues!) 
« Strikes root within the ſoul; it over-runs 
And kills the power of Reaſon.” 


Fuirirs Duke of Glouceſter. 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


1 this time was as Villen 5 


ary and ſuperſtitious as ever T had been at 
any preceding period, for although I had read 
ſome ſenſible books, and had thereby 6 
quired a few rational ideas, yet baving had 1 
methodiſtical wife for near three years, and 0 
my keeping methodiſtical company, together 
with the gloomy notions which in ſpite of 
reaſon and philoſophy I had imbibed during 
the frequent, long, and indeed almoſt con- 
ſtant illneſs of my wife, the conſequence 
Was, that thoſe few rational or liberal ideas 
which I had before treaſured up, were at 
my coming to London | in a dormant ſtate, or 


| borne 
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borne down by the torrent of enthuſiaſtic 
whims, and fanatical chimeras. 


CES 


= a” 


Oh! what a reaſonleſs machine 
«« Can fuperttion make the reas'ner man!“ ; 


MIILEI's Mahomet. 


80 that as ſoon as I procured a lodging and 
work, my next enquiry was for Mr. Weſley's 
Geſpel. Hoops: and on producing my claſs and 
band tickets from Taunton, ] was put into 3 


claſs, and a week or two after admitted into. 
Aa band. 


But it was ſeveral weeks before 5 could 1 
firmly reſolve to continue in London; as 1 
really was ſtruck with horror for the fate of 
it; more particularly on Sundays, as I found 
fo few went to church, and ſo many were 
walking and riding about for pleaſure, and 8 
the lower claſs getting drunk, quarrelling, 5 E 

fighting, working, buying, ſelling, &c. 1 : 
had ſeen fo much of the ſame kind in Briſtol, _ 
that I often wondered how God permitted it 
to ſtand; but London 1 found infinitely | 
worſe, and ſeriouſſy trembled for fear the 
meaſure of 1 iniquity was quite full, and that i 


every 


N PR” 
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every hour would be its laſt. However, I at 
length concluded, that if London was a 
ſecond Sodom, I was a ſecond Lot; and theſe 


comfortable ideas reconciled me to the 
— of living in it. 


2 1 ſaid it was a wretched Pe, 
«« Unfit for any child of grace; 
e "Tis ripe for judgment: Satan's ſeat, 
The fink of fin, and hell e 
In ev'ry ſtreet of trulls a troop, . 
8 And ev'ry e eee eee hoop.“ | SOMERVIL LE, 


And ſome of Mr. Welley's s people g gave me 
great comfort by aſſuring me, that 6c the 
Lord had much people 1 in this city : " which 


I ſoon diſcovered to be true, as I got ac- 
quainted with many of thoſe righteous cho- a 


ſen ſaints, who modeſtly arrogate to them- 


ſelves that they are the peculiar favou ites 
ö of heaven, and conſequently that any place 
LY they reſide } in muſt be ſafe, 


In a EE 1 lined money foſficient to 


bring up wywife, and ſhe had a pretty tolera- 
ble ſtate of health ; of my maſter [ obtained 
i ſome ſtuf-ſhoes for her t to bing, and nearly as 


much vs 
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much as ſhe could do. Having now plenty 


of work and higher wages, we were tole- 


rably eaſy in our circumſtances, more ſo than 


we ever had been, ſo that we ſoon procured a 
few cloaths. My wife had all her life before 


done very well with a ſuperfine broad cloth 


cloak, but now I prevailed. on her to have N 
one of ſilk. 


Vati this winter I had never found out 
that 1 wanted a great coat, but now I made 
that! important e. 


«6 A winger garment. now demands your care, 
To guard the body from the inclement air; 
Soft be the inward veſt, the outward ſtrong, 


"0 And oy to wrap you wenn, down reaching long.” 
5 _ Cooke” $ Heſiod. 


My bindieed: Mae: me one made of 4a 
coarſe kind of Bath-coating, which he pur- 
chaſed new at a ſhop in Roſemary-lane, 
By for ten ſhillings- and ſixpence ; ſo that the 
next half-guinea I had to ſpare, away 1 
went to Roſemaryclane (and to my great 


x ſurpriſe), was hauled into a ſhop. by a 
fellow who was walking up and down before 
OED the door of a flopſeller, where I was ſoon 
"2 fitted 


ET 
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"I ted with a great coat of the ſame fort 
WM as that of my landlord. I aſked the price ; 
but how great was my aſtoniſhment, when 
the honeſt flopman told me, that he was fo 
taken with my clean, honeſt, induſtrious looks, 
that he would let me have | it cheaper than he 
would his own brother, ſo in one word he 


would oblige me with it for five and twenty 
imillings, Which was the very money that it 
5 | coſt him. On hearing this, I crofled the 
3 ſhop in a trice, in order to ſet off home again, 
but tlie door had a faſtening to it beyond my 2 
E : comprehenſion, nor would the good man let 
= me out before I had made him an offer. I 
b told him, I had ſo little money about me that 
I could not offer any thing, and again deſired 
that he would let me out. But he perſiſted, 
and at laſt I told him that my landlord had 
= informed me that he hat purchaſed ſuch anos 
| 5 5 ther coat for ten thillings and ſixpence z 
2 which he began to give himſelf airs, 5 Ho 
2 aſſured me, that however ſome people came 
| by their goods, that for his part, he always TE 
2 paid for his. 1 heartily wiſhed myſelf out 
2 of the ſhop, but in vain ; as he ſeemed deter- 
2 33 I $ „ wine 
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mined not to part with me until I had made 
ſome offer. 1 then told him that I had bur 
ten ſhillings and ſixpence, and of courſe could 
not offer him any more than I had got. 
now expected more abuſe from him, but in- 
ſtead of that the patient good man told me, 
that as he perhaps might get ſomething by 


me another time, I ſhould have the coat for | 
my half guinea, although it was worth more 
than double the money. 4 


About the end of November 1 received at a 
account of the Geath of my grandfath: + 


* The good old edn expir'd, 
AS W 22 decently to heav'n retir d. 1 


1 was ; alſo formed 1 he 3 left a will! in 5 
favour of my zrandmother-in-law's relations | 


who became poſi eſſed of all his effects, except 
a ſmall freehold eſtate, which he left to my 

_ youngeſt brother, becauſe he happened to be 
called George (which was the name of my 
grandfather) and ten pounds a piece to each 
of his other grand-children. 
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hot Sch out any method of having my ten 
pounds ſent up to London, at leaſt, no mode 
5 that the executor of the will would approve 
5 ” of; it being ſuch a Prodi gious fum, that the 
4 greateſt caution was uſed on both ſides, ſo 
that it coſt me about half the money in going 
E down for it, and in returnin g to town again. 
: | This was in extremely hard froſty. weather vu 

I | 4 think ſome time in December), and being on 
T the outſide of a ſage-coach, I was ſo very 


cold, that when I came to the inn where the 


= paſſengers dined, 1 went directly to the fire, 
3 which ſtruck the cold inward, ſo that I had 
1 but a very narrow eſcape from inſtant death. 5 
: || This happened in going down. In returning 
back to town, I had other misfortunes to en- | 
& counter. The cold weather ſtill continuing, 
15 1 thouglit the baſket warmer than the roof, 
3 and about ſix miles from Saliſbury, 1 went 
1 back into it. But on getting out of it, in 
4 the inn yard at Saliſbury, 1 heard Guns. 
v money jingle, and on ſearching my pockets, 
, 2 I diſcovered that I had loſt about ſixteen ſhil- 
i lings, two or three of which I found in the 


— 9 balkes, the reſt had fallen through on the 


Na road; 
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road; and no doubt the whole of what I had 
left of my ten pounds would have gone the 
fame way, had I not (for ſear of highway- 
men) ſewed it up in my cloaths. I recolleQed 
that Seneca had ſaid, © A wiſe and good 
man 1s proof againſt all accidents of fate; and 
that a brave man 18 a match for fortune 3 and 5 
knowing myfelf to be both viſe, good and 
brave, 1 bore the lofs of my filver with the g 
temper of a ſtoick, and like Epictetus rea- 
ſoned, that I could not have loſt it, if I had 
not firſt had it; and that as I had loſt ! it, 
| why it was all the fame as though | it had 
never been! in my poſſeſſion. 


Bot a more ireadfal misfortune befel me 
the next morning; the extreme ſevere wea- 


- ther ſtill continuing, in order to keep me 


from dying with cold, J drank ſome purl = 


and gin, which (not being uſed to drink any 
thing ſtrong) made me ſo drunk, that the 
coachman put me inſide the carriage for fear 

I ſhould fall off the roof. ] there met with 
ſome of the jovial ſort, who had alſo drank 
3 > keep out the cold, fo that 1 found them 
| in 


= 45 
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in high glee; being aſked to ſing them a ſong, 
I immediately complied, and forgetting that 


I was one of the holy brethren, I ſung ſong 


for ſong with the merrieſt of them; only ſe- 


veral times between the acts, 1 turned up the 
whites of my eyes, and uttered a few ejacu- | 

lations, as Lord forgive me! * 44 Oo Chriſt! 

What am ! doing 7 * and a few more of the 


fame pious fort. 


«« The verieſt hermit in the nation, 
5 M yield, God Knows, to ſtrong temptation,” sole. 7 


However, after eating a good dinner, and re- 
raining from liquor, I became nearly ſober, 
and by the time I arrived i in town, quite ſo ; z 
though in a terrible agitation of mind, by I 
reſtecting on what I had done, and was. 8 
aſhamed of the affair, that I concealed it from 
my wife, that I might not grieve her righ- 


teous foul with the knowledge of ſo dreadful 
a fall: ſo that the with great pleaſure ripped | 


open the places in my clothes, which con- 8 = 
tained my treaſure, and with an heart full of 
gratitude, piouſly thanked providence for 


wording us ſuch a ſupply, and hoped thar js 
N 2 5 


the Lord would enable us to make a god 
uſe of it. 


Here perhaps 1 may with great Propriety 
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* N 
. * * 0 


3 : * * 


e Whate'er can good or ill befall, 
ce Faithful partner ſhe of all.“ WesLev's Meliſſa, 


quote t the following lines of Gray: | 
Let not ambition mock their uſeful toil, 
we Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure; : 
« Nor grandeur hear with a diſdainful ſmile, 
4 The ſhort and ſimple annals of the poor.“ 


14 
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LETTERXY 


46 Thus dwelt poor - | a „ of few good poſſeſt, 
= A bed, board, tankard, and fix cups at beſt; 

ö | | Item, Welley's Head, old books, and rotten cheſt, 
— „ His bed was ſcant, for his ſhort wife too ſhort; 

: | #6 His cups were earthen p all of ſmaller ſort.” 


Owen” $ Juvenal. 


Flxt in an elbow chair at eaſe, : 
15 ER. 4 chooſe e as I e 5 - Swirr. 
"00 Hail, precious pages! chat amuſe and teach, 
. - „ Exalt the genius, and improve the breaſt. 
% A feaſt for ages.—0 thou banquet nice! 
_ © Where the foul riots with ſecure exceſs, h 


CT What heart telt bliſs! What pleaſure wing'd 3 
. Dr. 8. Davis. R 


5 DEAR FRIEND, 


| Wy 1 H the remainder of the 
Money, we purchaſed houſhold goods, but as 
we then had not ſufficient to furniſh a room, 

we worked hard, and lived ſtill harder, ſo 
that! in a ſhort time we had a room furniſhed 
N 3 with our own goods; and 1 believe that it is 
92 not poffible for you to imagine with what : 
3 pleaſure and latisfaction we looked round the 


N L- room 


„„ 
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room and ſurveyed our property: I believe 
that Alexander the Great never reflected on 
his immenſe acquiſitions with half the heart. 
felt en joyment which v we e experienced on this 


e 


; capital attainment. 


„ How n is the man whoſe early lot, v 
1 Hath made him maſter of a furniſh d cot,”?..-. 


After our room was t as we ſtill 


enjoyed a better ſtate of health than we did 
at Briſtol and Taunton, and had alſo more 
work and higher wages, we often added 
ſomething or other to Our r ſtock of wearing 


1 8955 


* 


we: Taduftrions habits in each boſom reigns, . 
And induſtry begets a love of gain, 
« Hence all the good from opulence. that ſpring.” 


Gorbswairn. 


: q 


Yor did I forget the old- book eps ; but 


frequently added an old book to my ſmall 6 
8 collection; and [ really have often purchaſed | 
5 books with the money that ſhould have been mf 
expended i in purchaſing ſomething to eat; a 5 


en inſtance of which follows : 


6 4 


4 
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At the time We were purchaſing houſhold 
L goods, we kept ourſelves very ſhort of money, 
— S and on S hriſtmas- eve we had but half. a- 
KB crown left to buy a Chriſtmas dinner. My 


i 2 wife defired that I would go to market, and 
f 1 5 purchaſe this feſtival dinner, and off 1 ſet for 
| that purpole ; but! in the way I ſaw an old- 
N 8 book ſhop, and I could not reſiſt the tempta- 
| tion of going in; intending only to expend 
F ſixpence or ninepence out of my half. crown. 
4 = But 1 ſtumbled u pon Young's 8 Night 
. Thoughts—forgot my dinner down went 
9 my half-crown—and [I haſtened home, vaſt My 
delighted with the acquiſition. | | When my | 
wife aſked me where was our Chriſtmas dings 
= ner? 1 told her it was in my pocket. wp 
, : W In your pocket (faid ſhe), that is a ſtrange 
: place, How could you think of ſtuffing a 
joint of meat into your pocket! PF aſſured 
Her that 1 it would take no harm. But as I 
Was in no haſte to take it out, ſhe began to be 
more particular, and enquired what J had got, 
&c. On which 1 began to harangue on the 
ſuperiority of intellectual pleaſures over ſen- 
| fual gratifications, and obleryed that the brute” 


creation 
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_ creation enjoyed the latter in a much higher 


degree than man. And that a man, that was 
not poſſeſſed of intellectual enjoyments, was 


but a two-legged brute, 


I was proceeding in this ſtrain ; * And fo, 


(aid ſhe) inſtead ot buying a dinner, 1 ſop- 


Hole * ” have, as you have done before, been 
+ 0" ing book 58 with the money a”. 


1 Pray what is the value of Newton or Locke ? 
1 Do they leſſen the price of potatoes or corn? 
When poverty comes, can they ſoften the ſhock, 
« Or teach us how hunger is patiently. borne ? 
_ * You ſpend half your life-time in poring on books; 
What a mountain of wit muſt be cramm'd in that Kull! 
« And yet, if a man were to judge by your looks, 
0 Perhaps he would think N confoundedly dull.“ 5 


15 1 eonfelied 1 had bought Young's Night 
Thoughts: “And I think (ſaid I) that 1 


have acted wiſely ; ; for had Tbought a dinner, 


we ſhould have eaten it to- morrow, and the 


pleaſure would have been ſoon over; ; but 


| ſhould we live fifty years longer, we ſhall 
| have the Night Thoughts to feaſt upon.“ This 
was too o powerful an argument to admit of 


any 
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any farther debate; in ſhort, my wife was 
convinced. Down 1 ſat, and began to read 


with as much enthuſiaſm as the good doctor 
pofſeſſed when he wrote it; and ſo much did 


it excite my attention as well as approbation, 
that I retained the greateſt part of it in my 
memory. A couplet of Perſius, as 2 
ed, Aw have been applied to me : SY 


a7 


For this you gain your meagre 1 


* And facrifice your dinner to your books.” 


"Sometime in June 1774, as we bit at 


work in our room, Mr. Boyd, one of Mr. 
* Welley' 8 people, called and informed me 
that a little ſhop and parlour were to be let 
in Featherſtonceſtreet; x adding, that fl was 
to take it, I might there get ſome work as *: 
: maſter. [ without heſitation told him that 
* liked the idea, and hinted that I would ſell 
books alſo. Mr. Boyd then aſked me how 1 
came to think of ſelling books? I informed 
him that until that moment. it had never 
once entered into my thoughts; but that 
| when he propoſed my taking the ſhop, it in- | 


ar *” 


ſtantaneouſly occurred into my mind, that 


for 
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for ſeveral months paſt had obſerved a great 


increaſe | in a certain old- book ſhop; and that 
I was perſuaded | I knew as much of old books 
as the perſon. who kept it. I farther ob- 
ſerved, that I loved books, and that if I could 
| but be a bookſeller, I ſhould then have plen- 
ty of books to read, which was the greateſt 
motive I could couceive to induce me to make 
the attempt. My friend on this aſſured me, 
that he would get the ſhop for Me, and with 


a laugh added, When you are Lord! Mayor, 


you fhall uſe all your intereſt to get me made 
an Alderman.” | Which 1 engaged not to 
forget to perform. 


bs In all my wand'rings round this world of care, 
3 0 all my griefs, and God has giv'n my chare; 
Bo, 1 ſtill had hopes to ſee ſome better days,” = 


My private library at this time enen of 


Fletcher's Checks to Antinomianiſm, &c. 
5 volumes; Watts's Improvement of the 


Mind; Young 8 Night Thoughts; Wake's 


Tranſlation of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles; 
238 Fleetwood's Life of Chriſt; the firſt twenty 
2 | numbers of Hinton' 8 Dictionary of the Arts 


and 
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b 5 and Sciences; ſome of Weſley' 9 Journals, 

. and ſome of the pious lives publiſhed by hint 13 15 

and about a dozen other volumes of the latter 

| fort, beſides odd magazines, &c. And to ſet 

me up in ſtyle, Mr. Boyd recommended me to 

the friends of an holy brother lately gone to 
heaven, and of whom 1 purchaſed a bagful 
of old books, chiefly divinity, for a guinea. 


= B With this ſtock, aud ſome odd ß of 
a leather, which together with all my books 
WR wee worth about five pounds, 1 opened ſhop 
5 3 on Midſummer— day, 1774, in Featherſtone- 
ſtreer, in the pariſh of St. Luke; and I was 
as well pleaſed in ſurveying my little ſhop 
with my name over it, as Was Nebuchadnez- 5 
Zar, when he faid, Is not this great Babylon 
that ; have built? 2" and my good wife often 
perceiving the pleaſure that I took in my ſhop, 
. piouſly cautioned me againſt ſetting my mind 
5 = on the riches of this world, and aſſured me 
=_ that it was all but vanity. 6 You are very 
right, my dear (I ſometimes replied), and to 
keep our minds as ſpiritual as we Can, we will | 
always attend our Flats and band meetings s 
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hear as many ſermons, &c. at the Foundery 
on week days as poſſible, and on ſabbath days My 


we will mind nothing but the good of our 
ſouls: our ſmall beer ſhall be fetched in on 
Saturday nights, nor will we dreſs even 1 


Potatoe on the fabbath. We will ſtill attend | 
the preaching at five © clock i in the morning ; | 1 
at eight go to the prayer meeting; at ten 


to the public worſhip at the Foundery ; hear 


Mr. Petry at Cripplegate, at two; be at the ? - 


preaching at the Foundery at five; meet 


with the general ſociety at fix meet in the 
united bands at ſeven, and again be at the 


prayer meeting at eight; and then come 


home, and read and pray by ourſelves.“ 


ln, 
Dear Friend, 


Your 8 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 


(| RENEE Strange viciflitudes of human fate! 
« Still alt' ring, never in a ſteady ſtate ; 

% Good after ill, and after pain delight ; 3 | 
o Alternate, like the ſcenes of day and night. | 


« Since every one who lives is born to die, 
« And none can boaſt intire felicity : _ 
With equal mind what happens let us bear, 
OR Nor joy, nor grieve too much for things beyond our care, 
„Like pilgrims, to the appointed place we tend: 
„The world s an Inn, and death's the journey's end. 


Davv EN's Palemon and Arcite, 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


8 N Oreichitaoding the obſcv⸗ 
3 rity of the ſtreet, and the mean appearance 

KB of my ſhop, yet * ſoon found cuſtomers for 

ö = what few books I had, and J as foon laid out 


the money in other old traſh. which was daily 8 4 
brought for ſale, i 


At that time Mr, Weſley? 8 people bad 7 5 
ſum of money which was kept on pur poſe to 5 | 
lend out, for three months, without intereſt; 
to ſuch of their ſociety whote characters were 


good, 
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good, and who wanted a temporary relief. 
To increaſe my little ſtock, I borrowed five 
pounds out of this fund, which was of Sea 
ſervice to me. 


24 


In our new ſituation we ved 3 in a very 


frugal manner, often dining on potatoes, and 
quenching our thirſt with water, being abſo- 


: lutely determined, af poſſible, to make ſome 
8 proviſion for ſuch diſmal times as ſickneſs, 


- ſhortneſs of work, &c. which we had been 
ſo frequently involved in before, and could 


ſcarce help expecting to be our fate again. 


My wife foreboded it much more than 3 
did, being of a more melancholy turn of 


7 mind. 


c „ Women ever love 


* 10 brood o'er ſorrows, and indulge their woe. 
| Fax CKLIN'S s Sophocles, 


IF lived in this ſtreet fix months, and nm. 
| that time increaſed my ſtock. from fire 


5 pou; to twenty-five pounds, 


8 c London—the public there are candid and generous, 
. and before my merit can have time to create me enemies, wy 


| fave money, aud big for the Salton and Sophy. RoIR. 


1 
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This immenſe ſtock I deemed too valua- 
ble to be buried in Featherſtone-Street ; and 
a ſhop and parlour being to let in Chiſwell- 
Street, No. 46, I took them. This was at 
that time, and for fourteen years afterwards, 


a very dull and obſcure ſituation : as few ever 
paſſed through it, beſides Spitalfield weavers 
on hanging days, and methodiſts on preaching 
nights ; ; but till it was much better adapted 
for buſineſs than Featherſtone· Street. 1 


A tort time after 1 came into Cbiswell. 
Street to live, an odd circumſtance occurred 


which cauſed a great deal of talk; Mrs. 


TX kitten ; this cat was one day ſeen to fly at a 
owl, that was roaſting by the fire, which | 
N 4 ſhe repeated ſeveral times, ſo that ſhe was 
I KL laſt put out of the room ; when this fowl | 
; 7 was dreſſed and eat, they gave. poor puſs the 
N bones, but this was not enough, for when 
5 ſhe lay 1 in, they found that ſhe had marked 

1 her kitten, as inſtead of two feet before, ſhe. 

2 had two Wings, with ſome ſhort feathers « on 


Chapman, who many years kept a ivery ſta- = 
ble in Coleman- Street, had a cat big with 


Do - them, . 


* 7 . N F L , 
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2 * 1 x 
2 a & F ; Bin” * 0 
wy 0 % | - i. "4a 4 a 1 $4.4 * KR * by 3 {] 
f yr a0 ov p 4 1 0 , 
. 6 * a r „ wn L 1 % o 1 - . 1 nl i 
ET VL "FAN"; won 10 C 
* 4 4 WILEY, * > ? , 
K i, KH, 3 — a 
« * ** 
] 3 „ OP 5, 
_ ” 


224 LIFE OF 7. LACKINGTON. 


them, the fingularity of this kitten drew 
great numbers to viſit her, which occaſioned 
ſo much trouble to Mrs. Chapman, that ſhe 
F< igned the death warrant, and poor puſs was 
drowned, and afterwards buried in the 8 


| e 


381 thought this ſtory would read as well in 
my life, as in the Philoſophical T ranſactions, 

which prevented me from troubling thoſe 
learned authors with it, 


A few weeks after T came into this Street 
1 bade a final adieu to the gentle craft, and' 
converted my little ſtock of leather, &c. into 
old books; ; and a great ſale 1 had, confider- 
ing my ſtock ; which was not only extremely 
ſmall, but contained very little variety, as it 


6 principally conſiſted of divinity ; for as I had 
not much knowledge, ſo I ſeldom ventured > 
out of my depth. Indeed, there was one clas 1 
of books, which for the firſt year or two | J 
that I called myſelf a bookſeller, 1 would no. WY 
ſell, for ſuch was my ignorance, bigotry, 4 
: 1 pperſtition (or what Jou pie} that I con 4 
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my hands which were written by free- 
JF dictated by his fable highneſs, I would nei- 
others. 


| You will perhaps be ſorpriſed when Ii in- 
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thinkers; for really ſuppoſing them to be 


ther read them myſelf, nor ſell them to 


ſclentioully deſtroyed ſuch books as fell into 


form you, that there are in London (and Be 


ſuppoſe in other populous places) perſons 


who purchaſe every article which they have 


occaſion for (and alſo many articles which 13 


; they have no occaſion for, nor ever wall) E 


and having acquired a better judgment, &c. 


| Ralls, beggarly ſhops, pawnbrokers, cc. 
under the idea of purchaſing cheaper than they 
could at reſpectable ſhops, and of men of 
property. A conſiderable number of theſe 

: kind of cuſtomers I had i in the beginning, f 

N 4 Who forſook my ſhop as ſoon as began to 

8 appear more reſpectable, by introducing 

ö 1 0 better order, poſſeſſing. more valuable books, :D 


Notwithſtanding which, I declare to you, 15 
upon my honour, that thes very? bargain- 

bh hunters have given me double the Price . 
3 Io 
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I now charge for thouſands and tens of thou- 
ſands of volumes. For as a tradeſman in— 
creaſes in reſpectability and opulence, his op- 
portunities of purchaſing increaſe propor- 
tionably, and that the more he buys and | 
ſells, the more he becomes a judge of the Wt 
real value of his goods. It was for want of | # 
this experience and judgement, ſtock, &c. LY 
that for ſeveral years I was in the habit of - 
charging more than double the price * now 
oo for many thouſand articles. But profeſſed 
bargain-bunters often purchaſe old oc at 
the ſtalls 1 in! Moorfields, when half the wards . 5 
are ruſted off or taken out, and give more for * 


A them than they would have paid for new 
ones to any reputable ironmonger. And 
P what numerous inſtances of this infatuation 
do we meet with daily at. fales by auQion, OY 
Z not of books only, but of many other arti⸗ ; 2 
' cles? Of which could here adduce a va- 2 
riety or glaring inſtances: ir but (not to tire 3 
you) a few of recent date ſhall ſuffice, —At £74 
the ſale of Mr, Rigby's books at Mr. Chri- 
ſtie 8, Martyn' 8 Dictionary of Natural Hil- | 15 
yy. fold for or fifteen e eee which then ſtood 1 


| 11 


e 
1 
"> 


Pilkington's Dictionary of Painters, at ev 
guincds, uſually fold at three; Francis's Ho- 
race, #wo pounds eleven ſhillings, and many 
others in the ſame manner. At Sir George. 
: 5 Colebrook's ale, the octavo edition of the 
a Tatler fold for 700 guineas and a ha ' Ata 
- {ile a few weeks ſince, Rapin's Hiſtory, in 
L I folio, the two firſt volumes only (inſtead of 
: five) ſold for upwards of Ave found ! I charge 
for the ſame from 7en Hillings and J txpence 2 


one Pound ten ſhillings. 1 ſell great numbers of 
books to pawnbrokers, who fell them out 
; is: | of their windows at much higher prices, 


i; = the purchaſers believing that they are buying 
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in my catalogue at four pounds fifteen lings: ; ED | Af 


n * bargains, and that ſuch articles have been 


1 1 pawned; and it is not only books which 
1. pawnbrokers purchaſe, but various other 
„- matters, and they always purchaſe the worſt 


kind of every article they ſell. I will even 
| Mi add, that many ſhops W hich are called pawn- 
5 | brokers, never take in any pawns, yet can 
1 live by ſelling things which are e to 
. - | be kept over Ume, 


. 


85 ſame diſorder. 
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' went on proſperouſly until ſome time in 

N September, 1775. when I] was ſuddenly 
taken ill of a dreadful fever; and eight or 
ten days after, my wife was ſeized with the 


« Human hopes, now mounting high, 
> «© On the ſwelling ſurge of joy ; 

« Now with unexpected woe, are ITY 
Lg to the depths below.“ Wesr's Pinder, 
At that time I only kept a bby to help n 
my ſhop, fo that I fear, while I lay ill, my | 
wife had too much care and anxiety on her 
mind. I have been told that, before ſhe Was 
confined to her bed, ſhe walked about in a 
delirious ſtate ; 5-210; which ſhe did not long 
continue, but contrary to all expeRtation dicd, 


in a fit of enthuſiaſtic rant, on the ninth of 


November, ſurrounded with ſeveral metho- 


diſtical preachers. . 


ec Invidious death! how doſt thou rend in ſander 
Whom love has knit and ee made one? 
10 A tie ſo Rubborg,” — 


Braix 8 Grave, =_ 


She was in reality one vet the beſt of wo- 
men; ard although for about four years the 
was ill the greateſt part of the time, which 
involved 


involved me in the very depth of poverty and 
diſtreſs, yet I never once repented having 
married her. e 


„ ſtill buſy meddling memory, 
7 In barbarous ſucceſſion, muſters up 
” The paſt endearments of our ſofter hours, 
| % Tenacious of his theme.“ | BLrary' 8 Grave. e. 


Tis true ſhe Was Sehon to an ex- 


treme, and of courſe very ſuperſtitious and 


viſionary, but as I was very far gone myſelf, 
I did not think that a fault! in her. : 


15 Go, take thy Gat the heav' aly choirs among, 


45 But leave thy virtues to the world below.” Orlando Furiofo. 


Tadeed ſhe much exceeded. me, - and 1 
bthers that ever fell under my obſervation, = 
*.. 8 ſhe in reality totally neglected and diſre- 
garded every kind of pleaſure whatever , but 
thoſe of a ſpiritual (or vibonary) mature. 
Methinks I here ſee you ſmile ; but I affure 
you ſhe made 70 exception; ; but was a com- 
plete devotee, and what! 18 more remarkable, 


_ without pride or ill nature. 5 


Te Intentions 3 and ſuch meekneſs of ſpirit, 


15 Muſt of courſe, and of pF right; Heaven“ $ kingdom inherit. od 


_ S1MKIN, | 


I am, dear Friend, yours. 
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225 and began to read them to his wife and family. 
was, But this * fiſter found an with her huſ- 
Nang 


Nos DEAR SIR, 
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LETTER XXII. 


0 ſtrange news to give you! but when you receive it, 
„ *Tis impoſſible, Sir, that you ſhould believe it! 
« But as I've been told this agreeable ſtory, : 


A 
* 


Vil . for a moment to lay it before ye.” 


A Friend of mine, of whoh 


veracity * entertain the higheſt opinion, has 
| favoured me with an account of a lady, who 
has to the full as much, indeed more of the 
ſpirit, but without the good-nature of Ng 

75 Lackington. The fact is as follows: 15 


10 Tis true tis an 4 and 10 tis ns reve,” 


Mr. 13 05 a Fete tradeſman with whom 


8 1 am acquainted, baving loſt Bis ſecoud wife 

| early | in 1790, courted and married one of the 
holy ſiſters a few months afterwards. They : 
had lived together about ſix mouths, when . 

Mr. R—t, one Sunday, being a ſobet reli- 
gious man, took down Doddridge's Lectures, - 


_ $4 
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band for reading ſuch learned rational diſ- 
courſes, which ſavoured too much of humai 
reaſon and vain philoſophy, and wiſhed he 
would read ſomething more ſpiritual and edi⸗ 55 
| fying. He attempted to convince her that 
It. Doddridge was not only a good rational 
divine, but to the full as ſpiritual as any di- <p 
vine ought to be; and that to be more ſpi- 
ritual he muſt be leſs rational, and of courſe 
become - fanatical and viſionary. But theſe 
- obſervations of the huſband ſo diſpleaſed his : 
ſpiritual wife, that the retired. to bed, and 

left her huſband to read Doddridge” 8 Lectures 


as long as he choſe to his children by a for- 
mer Wike. 


The next morning, while Mr. R—t was 


out on bulinels, this Holy ſiſter, without ſay ͤõ x; 


ng one yllable to any perſon, packed up. all!! 


her clothes, crammed them into a hackney- 
coach, and away ſhe went. Mr. Rt, poor 


ſoul! on coming home, diſcovered his im- 
| meuſe loſs, and in an almoſt frantic Rate, = 
ſpeut the | ficlt fortnight 1 in fruitleſs attempts | 4 — 7 
to di cor er her retreat. Coe nem 8 _ - g 
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Three weeks after her elopement, | I was 


TY 


£6 


SP 
(e 


46 


£6 


66 


(days Mr. R—t) going down Cheapſide 
one day, and ſaw a lady ſomething like 


my wife, but as ſhe was ſomewhat dif. 


guiſed, and I could not ſee her face, 1 
„ was not ſure. At laſt I ventured to look 5 
under her bonnet, and found, that, ſure 
$ „ enough, it was ſhe. I then walked three 
times backwards and forwards in Cheap- 


fide, endeavouring to perſuade her to re- 


turn with me, or to diſcover where ſhe 


66 


4 


66 


66 


65 


466 


« 


lived ; but ſhe obſtinately refuſed to re- 
turn, or to let me ſee her retreat; and 


here (fays Mr. R—t) I begged that the | 


would grant me a kiſs ; but ſhe would not a 


willingly. However, after ſome buſtle in 


the ſtreet, I took a fare wel kiſs, Poor 


dear ſoul ! (fightd he) the is rather 5 


= . ſpiritual ; for notwithſtanding 1 laid by 
her fide near ſix months, the never would 
e be prevailed upon to do any thing carnal; 
and although 1 did all in my power to get 
the better of her ſpiritual ſcruples, yet ſhe 
Was always ſo! in love with Chriſt her hea- 
r ſpouſe, that when the e eloped from 


0 ie; 
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ce me, ſhe was, I aſſure you, as 5 good : a vir= 


_ gin as when 1 married her.“ . 


I muſt give you a ſtory or two of the 
ſame nature with the ge 


A gentleman of 158800 happening to be 
on a viſit at Briſtol about three years ſince, 5 
fell in love with a handſome young lady who 
was one of the holy ſiſterhood ; ; after a few i 
| weeks acquaintance he made her an offer of 
his perſon and fortune, and the young lady, 
after proper inquiry had been made into the 
gentleman's family, fortune, &c. conſented 
to wake our lover happy. They were ſoon 
after married, and the ſame day ſet off 1 an. 
a poſt- chaiſe towards London, in order to 
| flcep the firſt night at an inn, and fo fave the 4 4 
lady the bluſhes occaſioned by the jokes com- 4 


mon on ſuch occaſions; this happy cups. I 
had beeu 1n bed about an- hour when the cry., EY 4 
of murder alar med the houſe; this alarm pro- 5 J 
cceding from the room that was occupied by 
the biide and bridegroom, drew the company . 
that way; the inn Keeper knocked at be A 
| | door, | 
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door, and demanded admittance; our Benedict 
appeared at the door, and informed the hoſt 
that his lady had been taken ſuddenly ill in a 

kind of fit he believed, but that ſhe was bet- 
ter; and after the innkeeper's wife had been 1 
ſent into the room to ſee the young lady, and 
5 had found her well, all retired to bed. 


They had, however, not lain more than 
two hours, when the cry of murder, fire, * 

again alarmed the houſe, and drew many out 
Fe of their beds « once more. 


Our Fon gentleman then dreſſed himſelſ, 
and opening the door, informed the company 


1 that he had that morning been married to the 


WS young lady | in bed, and that being marricd, 


he had inſiſted. on being admitted to the 


| bk | privilege of an huſband, but that the young 
= x lady had talked much about the good of her 
B Pt, poor ſoul, her ſpiritual huſband, &c. and 
that inſtead of granting what he conceived 


Y : to be the right of every huſband, ſhe had : 


2 = proper to diſturb all in the houſe. 
"He added, that having been thus made Ty | 
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ridiculous, he would take <ffeQtual care to 
prevent a repetition of the lame abſurd 


conduct. 


He then ordered a poſt- chaiſe, and FP of: 
for London, leaving our young faint in bed 
to enjoy her ſpiritual contemplations in their TY 
full extent; nor has he ever fince paid her 


| any attention. 


Some time ſince, being in a large town in 
"the Weſt, the was pointed out to me FA 
friend, as the Was walking i in the ſtreet. | 55 


1 am alſo informed, from undoubted au- 
thority, that in the ſame town there are a 
couple who have been married upwards. of 
three years, and as yet the buſband 1 is not by 
certain as to the ſex of: his wife; and on 

every attempt of the huſh; ind for that pur- 

poſe, the ſervants are alarmed with the 

- ſcreams of the pious lady, who would not 


permit ſuch carnal communication for the 
world. 


The preceding ſtories put me in wind. of | 
what Ovid * was Praflifed: by young | 
1 maids oy 
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maids on the feſtival of the elebrated 


nymph Anna Perenna, thus tranſlated by 1 
know not who: 


« With promiſes the amorous god ſhe led, 
«© And with fond hopes his eager paſſion fed; 
* At length tis done, the goddeſs yields, ſhe cry d; 
„My pray'rs have gain'd the victory o'er pride. 
With joy the god prepares the golden bed; 
* Thither, her face conceal'd, is Anna led; 
* Juſt on the brink of bliſs, ſhe ſtands cole d; — * 
„The diſappointed lover is her jeſt, 
« While rage and ſhame alternate ſwell his breaſt, 


1 know that there a are now in Mr. Weſley' 8 


ſociety, 3 in London, ſome women who, ever 


ſince they were converted, have refuſed to 


=.  Mleep with their huſbands, and that ſome of 
. will not pay the leaſt attention to any 


temporal concern whatever, being, as they 


_— templation, having their ſouls abſorbed in 
divine love, ſo as not to be interrupted by the 
E- n concerns of a huſband, family, * 


Fin. 65 — it her huſband and children, 


came from Ireland to London; - and when ſhe 


{he 


term it, wholly wrapped up in divine con- 


one of ohm was ſacking at her breaſt, and 


Was upbraided with her unnatural behaviour, 5 


. 


ry 


\ 
RET 
LY * 

* 


ſhe replied, 
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wy It was the will | of | the Lord, 
ſhe had left all for Chriſt's fake, and followed 
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the guidings of his ſpirit. To ſet under the 


portance to her than huſband and children.“ 


preaching of Mr. Weſley, was of more im- 


For a long time the lived on what ſhe had 


brought away from her huſband; 


after that 


was gone, ſhe lived an half-ſtarved life, by 


taking i in plain- work. What became of her 


at laſt, Xx could never learn. 


J am, 


Dear Friend, 
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* Women that leave no ſtone unturn'd, 
* In which the cauſe might be concern'd,” Hupisras, 


* 


The nan wvithout ſin, the methodift Rabbi, 
4 « Has perfectly cur'd the chloroſis of Tabby : 
And if right I can judge from her ſhape and ace, 


« She ſoon may produce an infant of grace. 


V. 


3 


% Now they ſay that all people! in her Aimatian 5 
« Are very fine ſubjects for regeneration. 


New Bath Guide, 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


1 ſome of the holy 


- fiſters : are in their amours altogether ſpiritual, 


you are by no means to underſtand that 


"HY are all totally. diveſted of the carnal 


- propenſity. 


Some of theſe good creatures are ſo far 


from thinking that their huſbands are. too + 
- _ carnal in their affections, that they really 
think that they are not enough ſo; and in- 
| ſtances are not wanting, in which, owing to 


their having huſbands too ſpirirual, they have 


g AE been 


* bY : 
© UE ES 


l 
en 


1 been willing to receive aſſiſtance from the 


= huſbands of other v women. 


* 


It is but about a year ſince a certain cele- 
brated preacher uſed to adminiſter carnal con- 
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folation to the wife of his clerk. This holy 6 


communication was repeated ſo often, aud ſo 


open, that at laſt it came to the clerk's ears, 


who watching an opportunity, one day ſur- 
' 4 prized the. pious pair at their devotion, and ſo 
: "Y belaboured the preacher with his walking- 24 
ö | 3 ſtaff, that the public were for near a month he 
T deprived of the benefits reſulting from his 1 


remarkable gift of eloquence. | 


The pious methodiſt may chance to fail, 
«© Like Ay s fox, e by the ail,” | 


* As I am Set into the ſtory- A way, * 
1 cannot reſiſt the temptation of telling ano- 


FBS ther ; for, as s Mat. Bramble ſays, 


| , — — Here my ſubject i is not barren; I 
/ 0 Put in rare anecdotic matter rich. 10 


1 certain holy ſiſter Who lately kept. 1 . 2 


* houſe ! in a country village, within ten miles. 


= London, and took in 0 they called 3 


* LIFE OF = LACKINGTON. 
Mr. Weſley" s preachers, by taking # in is only 
meant, that when they came in their turn to T 

preach in the village, ſhe uſed to ſupply each 4 

with victuals and a bed (0 doubt but they 

ſlept alone). T bis! lady was ſo very remark- 
able for her piritual experience and divine 
gifts, that ſhe attracted many to her houſe, 
beſides ſuch as came in the regular courſe of 
their duty, and among the former a preacher 

from London, from whom I learnt the af. 0 

fair. This preacher happening to want a 


Þ — wife, and being very ſpiritually-minded, 
3 „ actually married her in December 1790, 
E . merely for her great gifts and grace, as her 
ßpbortune was not above the fiftieth part as 
much as his own; and as to perſon, ſhe is 
ſcarce one degree above uglineſs itſelf ; al. == | 
though her huſband is  well-proportioned, 31 
and upon the whole a handſome man, They 4 
had not been married a weck, when this : 3 
- Swple preacher diſcovered that his gifted gra- ; 
_ | cious ſaint was an incarnate devil, who had 
| waffe in 12 to rob, plunder, and 


te Whate er 
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04 Whate' er it be, to wiſeſt men and beſt 5 
«« Seeming at firſt all heav'nly under virgin wi. | 
"M e Soft, modeſt, meek, demure, 
| Once join d, the contrary ſhe proves, a thorn 
W * Inteſtine, far within defenſive arms _ | 
« A cleaving miſchief ; in his way to 4 
„ Adverſe and turbulent, or by her charms 5 
* Draws him away enſlav . 
„ With dotage, and his ſenſe apt d. 
60 ho o folly and ſhameful deeds which ruin ends. | | 
 MiLTon's PRICE, 8 Agonifls, 


= And in a few months, between hor and her : 
gallants, they bullied him out of a ſettle- 
ment to the amount of four times the ſor | 
the brought him, and the poor pious preacher 
thinks that he has s cheaply got rid of her. 


1 Ah, Palit woman! may ſhe one day "ag 
« How deep ſhe's plung'd herſelf in infamy, 
2 And with true penitence waſh out the ſtain; 
5 5 But miſchief on't—why ſhould I pray in vain; . = 
For ſhe's but harden'd at the name of grace, - 
cc. No bluſh a was ever r ſeen Yadorn her face,” ; hs 


_ The reaſon . l intereſt IT in \ his 
; # behalf is, becauſe I am confident that he 
7 , | really 1 is an honeſt well-meaning man at the : 

; T | bottom; but withal one that does not poſſeſs 
1 the greateſt ſhate of en i and who 
_ ED P 1 
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being formerly but a mean mechanic, never. 
had any education; but although he is a 
great enthuſiaſt, yet he is one of the good- 
natured inoffenſive ſort, who will do no harm 
to any perſon, but on the contrary, all the 
I am only ſorry, as he 
lately was an honeſt uſeful tradeſman, that 
he ſhould have ſo much ſpiritual quixotiſm 
od him, as at thirty years of age to ſhut up | 
his ſhop and turn preacher, without being 
able to read his primer; which I can aſſure 5 


good i in his power. 
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| all human learning 
fluous. ; 


« 1 


66 


Os 


you is the caſe. 


l 85 cc What though his wits could ne'er diſpenſe 
One page of grammar, or of ſenſe; 
« What though his learning be ſo fight, 
« He ſcarcely knows to ſpell or write; 
« What though his ſkull be cudgel. proof, 
N He 8 N and wet 8 en. Wl Tow BaaixL Bs. : 


« Az he ties not chaſe to | alt,” 
His faith by any ſcripture rule; 
But by the vapours that torment 


His brains, - from bypocondria fone, 


1 


h + 


But as theſe heavenly teachers only ſpeak 
"as the Spirit giveth utterance, of courle 


entirely ſuper- 


6 Which 
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« Which into dreams and viſions turn, to 


« And make his zeal ſo hercely burn, 
4 "That reaſon loſes the aſcendant, 
„ And all within grows independant, 
He proves all ſuch as do accord 
% With him the choſen of the Lord ; 
| But that all others are accurſt, 2 | 
* 'Tis plain in Canticles the firſt.” 


place about the time that I firſt came to live 


N Ai Chiſwell- Street : Mr. Ro a ſurgeon, who 75 
5 | lived many years near Moorfields, happen- 
of | ing to havea methodiſtical lady (fome rela- 

| : tion to him) that boarded 1 in the houſe, and | 

by ſerved as a companion to Mrs. R—; the 
5 Surgeon ſome how or other got to bed to 
tis holy woman, and after ſome time Mrs. 
R became acquainted with their illicit 

4 amours; ſhe took not the leaſt notice f 
WE the affair, but kept! in good humour with 

7 both until ſhe had an opportunity of being 
revenged of her rival. One afternoon, her 
1 huſband being from home, ſhe took care to 99 
2 | ſend the ſervants out of the way, and then Bs -þ 
"3 went up ſtairs to this boarder 8 bed room, aud 8 = 


4 "4 D . ts. 85 @.1 a 4 - 2 
* * 3 * A 


Burrzx 8 Poſth, wok, = 


The following very extraordinary fact tohk 


„ 


*: 
* 
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found her- taking her afternoon nap on the 


bed, upon which ſhe ſecured her hands, by 


tying them, one to each of the poſts at the Þ 
head of the bed, in doing which the lady 
awaked and began to laugh, as thinking it 
was ſome bit of humour; Mrs. R— laughed 
alſo, and proceeded to tie her legs, one to 
each of the poſts at the foot of the bed, 
which the other permitted, ſtill thinking! it 
was ſome harmleſs whim ; but alas ! ſhe was 
Joon convinced to the contrary, for as ſoon 
as Mrs. R— had made her ſecure, ſhe (horrid 
to relate) took a pen-knife, and cut off one 


half of the externals of the offending part. 


U 1 


5 Now faid ſhe, in ſavage triumph; let Mr. 
R. take half, or a whole one, which he 
likes the beſt. She then ſent for her hul- 
band, and told him that Mrs, —— wanted 
his immediate aſſiſtance, which he found to be 
too true, as ſhe was nearly dead with the loſs 
of blood; however, he with much care and 1 
attention at laſt healed the wound. She then * 
Was deſired by Mrs. R to get herſelf ano- br 
: ther place to board at, leſt ſhe ſhould loſe 
. i de other balf—the poor lady took her advice, 


and 


S258 


wood 
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FR 
IE] aller this dreadful misfortune gave her- bon = | 4 
ſelf up entirely to devotion, and was ſoon — -Y | 
: after admitted into the ſelect bands, among 
= the entirely holy liſters, who are made 2 
5 fe 1 in 85 | 


A fo years ſince the aethedif-pipwhers 
got footing 1 in Wellington (the famous birth» 
| on of your humble ſervant) and eſtabliſhed 
a ſociety, ſoon. after which one of their | 
| preachers (at Collompton, a neighbouring 
town) happened to like a young ſervant girl, 
who was one of the holy ſiſters, (che having 
gone through the new birth) better than his 
wife, becauſe ſhe was an unenlightened, 
unconverted woman, And this ſervant girl 
proving with child, the news ſoon reached 
= Wellington; ; and a very wealthy gen- 
„ - tleman, who. entertained the preachers 
| there, follow ed the preacher of Collompton' 8 
FE example, and got his own Pious maid with 
child. e 
* Bleſſed me wo once ed. 3 A 
wu Like a little wandering ſneesß ß; = | 
0 | Mee: Poor ma: 'd, one morning was elected e * 
— 15 By a viſien | in her 2 EEE Ss 3 + 


Alfter this ſome of the ſociety in Welling. 
ton began to have all things in common, and 
ſeveral more of the holy fiſters proved proli- 


fic; } which ſo alarmed the pariſh, that ſome 


of the heads of i it inſiſted that the preachers 
| ſhould not be permitted to preach t there any 
longer. F or, if (ſaid they) the methodiſt- 


ſociety continues, we ſhall have the pariſh | 
| full of baſtards.” 4 


A. Giatir affair happened at a country 3 


town, ten or twelve miles from Oxford, 

Ar two years fince, where 4 very hand- 
ſome powerful preacher made converts of a 

[i great number of women, both married and 
ſingle, who were wonderfully affected, and 
coat numbers flocked to his 8 


66 He had 2 ny winkle i in his eye, 

* And ſhone all glittering with ungodly dew, 

: « If a tight damſel chanc'd to be tripping by 

6 Which when obſerv'd, he ſhruak into his mew, 
5 And {trait would recollect bis Sy anew,” 


_ Caſtle of f Indolence. 


But he had not e 3 more than 2 


Fear, before the churchwardens were made 
OY acquainted | 


tion with the late Mr. Weſley; and amongſt | 


== the poorer members, a young man, who with _ 


=_ lebration of their nuptials ; 1 and by way of 


acquainted with his powerful operations on 
five young female ſaints, who all ſwore baſ- 
tards to this holy, ſpiritual labourer in the : 
vineyard; upon: which the gentlemen of the 
town exerted themſelves, and prevented the 
farther propagation of methodiſm 3 as e 


The ladies by ſympathy ſeem'd to diſcover 

135 The advantage of having a ſpiritual lover. 

40 They were ſadly afraid that wives, widows, and miſſes, 
40 Would confine to the 


all their favours and kiſſes. | 


There Was in Saliſbury, fore few years 
: ago, 4 cougregation of methodiſts in connec- 


: honourable profeſſions, paid bis addreſſes to 
7 young woman. They generally met in the 
: duſk of the evening, after their daily labour : 
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was ended. One evening in particular he _—_— 


preſſed her to marry him ; it was mu- 
. tually agreed on, and the day fixt, for the ce- 


binding the bargain (as odd as it may ſeem) e 2 | 


he preſented the young woman with half a 


_ guinea, A few e after, being s 


company ER 
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lenged with it; but he ſtiffly denied the 
whole; alledging that he had not been in 
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8 company with her as uſual, he began to offer 
rudeneſs to her; altedging i in excuſe, that as 
they were to be married in a few days, the 
congreſs would be perfectly innocent. But 
the girl reſented the uſage highly; and ſoon 


after, complained to the other methodiſts in 
that city, of the inſult ſhe had received from 


him. The young man was accordingly chal- 


ber company for ſome time paſt ; that he 
bad made no matrimonial contract with her; 
and conſequently did not give her the half 
guinea as aflerted; ; and the men who uſually 
worked with him | in the ſame ſhop, averred 
poſitively that he was preſent with them on 

15 the evening in queſtion, at his uſual em- 
| ployment. - Upon, this, the methodiſts wiſely | 
concluded, that it muſt have been the devil = 
who had carried on this affair with the young 5 | 
woman, that when he gave her the half 
guinea, ſhe had fold herſelf to him, and that 
"IR on the day fixt for the marriage, he would | 
come and fetch her away; or at leaſt that S 
5 Tone f er evit would befal her; and as Mr. 
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The author of a letter to Dr. Coke and 
Mr. More, publiſhed ſince the firſt edition 
of my Memoirs, informs us, that a gentle- 
man of Cheſham had a daughter about ſeven- 
teen years of age, which he put into the 

hands of a methodiſt parſon, to have her 
converted, and was exceedingly kind aud 
f liberal to him; and we are informed that 


this raſcal converted her firſt, and debauched 
ber afterwards, | 
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Weſley was to be at Newbury ſoon, they 
4 prudently determined upon ſending a deputa- 
tion of certain of their members to him, for 
his advice in fo critical an affair; which was 
accordingly done. —After having ſtated the 
caſe to him ; inſtead of opening their eyes, 
nas ſo learned a man ought to have done; he | 
FO | treated the whole as truth ; and directed 
them to faſt and pray on that day when they 
expected Satan to make his appearance and 
after the deputies | had left Newbury, he faid 
to the good people of the houſe where he f 


then was; I thought a little fa Hing and prayer 
KB would not 45 them any harm. 
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So you ſee, my dear friend, by the above 
examples (were it neceſſary, I could pive 
you many more) that not all the converted 
and ſanctified females are become ſo ab- 
ſorbed in the ſpiritual delights of the myſti- 
cal union, as to have loſt all reliſh for carnal 
connections; as we find that many among 
them are bleſſed with a mind fo capacious, 


— 


as to be able to participate in the pleaſures 
of both worlds. =” 


„ Dear Friend, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


60 Domeſtic happineſs, thou only bliſs 

4 Of paradiſe that has ſurviv'd the fall! 

«© Thou art the nurſe of virtue in thine arms, 

She ſmiles appearing as in truth ſhe is, . 

cc Heav'n born and deſtin d for the Kcies again, Cowrxs. 


* ' Woman, man's chiefeſ 2054. by heav'n deg 4 
* To glad the heart, and humanize the mind; 
0 'To ſooth each angry care, abate the ſtrife, 
“And lull the pations © as we walk through life.” = 


Att of living in London. : 


/ FTER a Jong Santi” E 


muſt now return to my own affairs. 


Lcontinued in the above- mentioned dread- : 
ful fever many weeks, and my life was deſ- 
paired of by all that came near me. During 


> which time, my wife, whom 1 affection- i 


2 4 3 ately loved, died and was. buried, without 5 — | 


my once having af ight of ber. W gat added 4 


much to my misfortunes, ſeveral nurſes that 


250 LIFE or J. LACKINGTON. 
were hired to take care of me and my wife, 
proved ſo abandoned aud depraved as to have 
loſt all ſenſe of moral obligation, and every 
tender feeling for one who to all appearance by 
was juſt on the point of death: ſeveral of 
theſe monſters in female ſhape robbed my 
drawers of linen, &c. and kept themſelves 
drunk with gin, while I lay unable to 
move in my bed, and was ready to periſh, 


7 


| partly owing to want of cleanlineſs and 
proper care. Thus ſituated, 1 muſt i inevi- 
tably have fallen a victim, had it not been 
ſor my ſiſter Dorothy, wife of Mr. N ortham N 0 
of Lambeth, and my alter Elizabeth, wife 0 
of Mr. Bell; in Soho. : 


© e the ills Oy 
0 Which eruel fortune brings on human kind.“ 
FAN cELI “'s Sophoeles, = 


Ty” Theſe kind ſiſters, as ſoon as they were 
informed of the deplorable ſtate | in which I 
lay, notwithſtanding ſome miſunderſtanding 
which ſubſiſted between us, and prevented 
me from ſending for them, haſtened to me, 


and each ſat up with me alternately, ſo that 
1 had 
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I had one or the other with me every night; 


and contrary to all expeQation, I recovered. 
But this recovery Was in a very {low d 
manner. . 


As ſoon as I was able to enquire into the 


=_ ſtate of my affairs, 1 found that Mr. Whee- 
| 1 ler, ſack and rope-maker 1 in Old- ſtreet, and 
1 Meſſrs. Bottomley and Shaw, carpenters and 
ſaſh-makers in Bunhill-row, had ſaved me 


f from ruin, by locking up my ſhop, which 


contained my little all. Had not this been 


done, the nurſes would no doubt have con- 


| trived means to have emptied my ſhop, as 


ecken as they: bad done my drawers, 5 


The above gentlemen not only took care 
of my ſhop, but allo advanced money to pay 
ſuch expences as occurred; and as my wife 
Was dead, they aſſiſted in making my” will 
in n favour of BY: mother, : 


Theſe worthy 3 3 to Mr. 


Weſley? 3 ſociety (and notwithſtanding they 


have imbibed many enthuſtaſtic whims) vet 
would. 
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would they be an honour to any ſociety, and 
are a credit to human nature. I hope that I 
5 never ſhall recollect their kindneſs without 


being filled with the warmeſt ſentiments of 
e towards them. 
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7 * never had any opportunity of returning : 
Mr. Wheeler? $ kindneſs. But Meſſrs. Bot- 
tomley and Shaw have had many hundred 


| pounds of me for work, and are ſtill my car- f 
penters, and ever ſhall be as long as I ſhall 1 
live 1 near r them, and have a houſe to repair. 


N He that hath Nuno in bim walt be . 

0 « *Tis the Creator's primary great Law, | 
That links the chain of being to each other, 

"BE Joining the greater to the leſſer nature, 


Tying the weak and ſtrong, the poor and powerful, 


: "NE POE men to brates, and even brutes t to men.” 


ee is a fu palſage in Ajax, a «tragedy _ 
1 Sophocles, as tranſlated by Dr. Francklin, | 
and as it is a wife ſpeaking to her huſband, 


= 38 the more remarkable, 


© rene fays to Alex 
„K Thou art my all, 
4: My only ſafeguard : do not, do not leave me! 


x Nongbt ſo becomes a man as gratitude, 


„ A * * 


« For 
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1 5 For 8800 received, and noble deeds are till 
« Are the offspring of benevolence, whilſt he 


0 With whom remembrance dies of bleſſings ah, 
6c Is vile and Wotthlels, | 


= WS 


on my recovery I alſo learnt that Mis 
Dorcas Turton (the young woman that kept 
the houſe, and of whom I then rented the 
hop, parlour, kitchen and garret) baving 
out of kindneſs to my wife, occaſionally 
aſſiſted her during her illneſs, had caught the 
ſame dreadful diſorder, 


the was then very 
* dangerouſly i ill, and people ſhunned the 
WB houſe as much as if the plague had been it. 
8 that when 1 opened my ſhop again, I was 


| 
EL ſtared at as though I had actually returned 


able time before many of my former cuſtom- - 
ers could credit that I really was in exiſt- 

EF | ence, it having en repeatedly reported that 15 
I was alſo dead. 


5 | Montaigne ſays 0 That Wir is a x-pallion ; 

Which the world has endeavoured to honour, 
by cloathing it with the godly titles of wiſ- 
dom, virtue, &c. which i is a fooliſh and vile 


2 5 Uiſguiſe 3 


from the other world ; and it was a conſider- 5 
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diſguiſe ; the [Italians call it by its proper 


name, 1 nature, for in truth (fays ſhe) it 
18 always a mean baſe paſſion; and for that 


reaſon the ſtoicks forbid 1 8 wiſe men to be 


any way: affected with | or 


| Whether Montaigne 1s right or not, I 


will not determine; but ! got rid of my for 


e row as faſt as I could, thinking that I could 
not give a better proof of my having loved 
my late wife, than, by getting another as foon 


(7 1 


as 1 could. | PM 


* tho may be doypyif be will 
* Tye ſaid ſo often, and I think ſo ſtill: 
« Doctrine to make the millions ſtare ! | 
« Know then, each mortal is an actual Jove ; 
* Can brew what weather he ſhall moſt approve, 
2 wind, or calm, or foul, or fait. ; 


4 But here's the i diet e s an aſs I ſay; 
Too fond of thunder, light'ning, ſtorm and rain; 
5 ve He hides the charming, chearing ER 
That ſpreads a ſmile, o'er hill and plain! 
„Dark he muſt court tue ſcull, and ſpade, and ſhroud, 
1 The miſtreſs of his ſoul muſt be a cloud!“ 


rerrz Pinpan. | 


Mis Dorcas. 8 Was a charming 


| young woman, and you muſt now be made 


farther 


— 5 
* 5 


= with his wife Miſs 
WE ſuits, and an unhappy turn for gaming, he 


5 O58. IF 
PRE % a A 

_ : "Y «4 4-4 A 

, * N £ : . -- 4 WF 955 . 
' _— y 4. * — » 4 & 7 

4 4 Pty 
ILIE FJ. IN. 255 2 C . 4 — * 
4 5 * „ 22 43 9 
63 0 - ” 


farther acquainted with her. She is the. 


daughter of Mr. Samuel Turton of Stafford- . 


ſhire; her mother by marriage, till retained 


her maiden name, which was Miſs Jemima 


Turton of Oxfordſhire, grand daughter of 


we. honourable Sir John Turton, Knight, one 

4 | of the Judges of the Court of King” s Bench. : 
2 Mr. Samuel Turton had a large fortune of 
his own, and about twenty thouſand, pounds 5 
Jemima, but by law 


diff pated nearly the whole of it, and was 
obliged to have recourſe to trade to o help 
bY to ſupport h his family. 


6 'Tis loſt at dice, what ancient honour won, 
* Hand, when the father plays away the ſon,” 


, 7 PÞ 
$7 7 & a 


II. e opened a ſhop asa fadler's 8 ironmonger; + 
4 1 but as he was but little acquainted with 55 

1 trade, and as his old propenſity to gaming 8 5 
. - never quitted bim, it is no. wonder that he : FE 4 
I did not ſucceed 1 in his buſineſs ; ; and to crown = 


whe x » 


u. bis other follies, he was bound, 


his ruin, 


4 25 
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falſe friend in a 1e ſurn ; this completed 
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His wife died in Jan. 1773, and his final 


ruin enſued 4 few months after; ſo that from 
that time to his death he was partly ſup- 
ported by his daughter Miſs Dorcas Turton, 
who cheerfully ſubmitted to keep a ſchool, 
and worked very hard at plain work, by 
which means ſhe 1 ber father from want, 


. 5 work of ills to poverty ally, 
1 15 the proud od, it hurts man's honeſt pride.” 
| _ Owen's Juvenal. 


The old an died a fer months 
4 after I came into the op. Being partly aC= 
quainted with this young lady 8 goodneſs to 
her father, 1 concluded that ſo amiable a 
| daughter was very likely to make a good | 
wife; 1 alſo knew that ſhe was immode- 
rately fond of books, and would frequently . 
read until morning; this turn of mind in 
ö her Was the greateſt of all recommendations 
to me, who having acquired a few ideas, was 
"0 that time reſtleſs to increaſe them: ſo 
tze * was in raptures with the bare 
| thoughts of having a woman to read with, 
and alſo to read to me. 5 


* Of 
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« Of all the pleaſures, noble and refin'd, 
e Which form the taſte and cultivate the mind, 
« Jn ev'ry realm where ſcience darts its beams, 
«.From Thale's ice to Afric's golden ſtreams, 
© « From climes where Phœbus pours his 88 ray, 
« To the fair regions of declining day, 
The“ Feaſt of Reaſon” which from nEABING ſprings 
g « To reas'ning man the higheſt ſolace brings. ” 
« *Tis Books a laſting pleaſure can ſupply, 
Charm while we live, and teach us how to die,” 


| Lackinorox' 8 Shop Bill. 


1 embraced the firſt opportunity after her 

= recovery to make her acquainted with my 
5 mind, and as we were no ſtrangers to each 
x | others characters and circumſtances, there 
woas no need of a long formal courtſhip ; fo * 
prevailed on her not to defer our union lon- 
ger than the zoth of January, 1776, when 
- E for the ſecond time I entered into the holy 

EY ſtate of matrimony. | 


- «© Wedded Love is found on eſteem, 
Which the fair merits of the mind engage: 

1 For thoſe are charms that neyer can decay, 
| Cop But Time, which gives new whiteneſs to the Fran, 


4 Improves their luſtre,” ED 3 F en ron. RY 


—_ 


I am, dear Friend, yours. 


23 
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LETTER XXV. 


« © Reaſon re-baptiz'd me when adult: 
ce „ Weigh'd true from falſe, in her impartial ſeale. | 
Truth, radiant goddeſs ! ſallies on my ſoul! 


«© And puts deluſion's duſky train to flight.” Y OUNG, | 
« All the myſtic lights were quench'd,” | Lex, 


© To thee philoſophy! to thee the light, VVV 
The guide of mortals through their mental night, 
** By whom the world in all its views is ſhewn, 

« Our guide through nature's works, and in our own, 


* Who place in order being's wond'rous chain, 


0 Save where thoſe puzzling, ſtubborn links remain, 


8 * By art divine involy'd, which man can ne'er explain. 0 


| Chaps, 5 
DEAR FRIEND, 


Am now in Febroary 1776 : 
arrived at an important period of my life. 
Being lately recovered from a very painful, 

i dangerous, and hopeleſs illneſs, I found my- 
ſielf once more in a confirmed ſtate of health, 
ſurrounded by my little ſtock i in trade, which 
Was but juſt ſaved from thieves, and which 


5 to me was an immenſe treaſure, 
„ 3 ice Paſs 


* +05” ol 
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c« Paſs ſome fleeting moments by,” - 

4 All at once the tempeſt fly; 

« Inſtant ſhifts the clouded ſcene; 
« Heay'n renews its ſmiles ſerene.” . Wesr's Pindar, 


Add to the above, my having won a ſecond ; 
time in a game where the odds were ſo much 
againſt me; or to uſe. another ſimile, my 
having drawn another prize in the lottery of 
wedlock, and thus like John Buncle, re- 

paired the loſs of one very valuable woman 
by the acquiſition of another ſtill more va- 


luable. 


46 E woman! let the libertine decry, 
0 Rail at the virtuous love he never felt, 
Nor wiſh'd to feel. Among the ſex there are 
« Numbers as greatly good as they are fair; 
Where rival virtues ſtrive which brightens moſt, 
«6 Beauty the ſmalleſt excellence they boaſt ; 
« Where all unite ſubſtantial bliſs to prove, 
6 And ivy mankind i in them a taſte of; Joys above. | 


HAYWARD. 8 


Dr. Watts, in \ his poem entitled 735 Hap- —_— 
py Matches, ſuppoſes that ſouls come forth _ | 


in pairs, male and female, and that the reaſon. 


why there are ſo many unhappy matches, S 
occaſioned by Many fouls iy their Pts a 
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ners in the way to this lower world. That 
the happy matches takes place when ſouls 
arrive ſafe and meeting again inſtinctively, 
: impel the bodies, they animate towards each 
other, ſo as to produce an Hymeneal union. 
3 So that according to the good doctor 8 hypo- 


theſis, it muſt be very dangerous indeed for 


a perſon to be married more than once; but 
perhaps ſuch caſes as mine, might be excep- 
tions to the general rule, and three ſouls 
might come out together; but how very 
fortunate Was I to meet with both * 


* partners. 


RideBox.on the above united circum- 


ſtances, I found in my heart an unuſual ſen- 


ſation, © ſuch as until then 1 had been a 


ſtranger to, and ſomething within me adopted 


the ſentiments of Anacreon, when he {aid 


x Hence, ſorrows hence, nor rudely dare | 
Fe Diſturb my tranſient ſpan ; 0 
„Be mine to live engage to care) 
ce As cheerful as I can,” ED 


4 NY My mind began to expand; intelleQual light 4 
1 and keene broke in and diſpelled the 
1 gloom 
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gloom of fanatical melancholy; ; the ſour- 


neſs of my natural temper, which had been 5 
much inereaſed by ſuperſtition, (called: by a 


Swift, „the ſpleen of the ſoul,“) in part 9s : 


gave way, and was ſucceeded by cheerful- | 
neſs, and ſome degree of good-nature. 5 


* As when a mh from thick polluted air, i 
1 85 And dungeon-horrors by kind fate diſcharg' d, . 
« Climbs ſome fair eminence, where zther pure, 3 
« Surrounds him, and Elyſian proſpects riſe, 
« His heart exults, his ſpirits caſt their load; 


Ow: As if new-born he wiamphs in the change.” | Youne, 7 


It was in one of theſe cheerful matte that | 
+ one day took up the Life of John Buncle ; 
and it is impoſſible for my friend to imagine 
with what eagerneſs and pleaſure 1 read 


=_ through the whole four volumes of this 1 
whimſical, ſenſible, pleaſing work z it was — 
Written by Thomas Amory, Eſq. (who was .- i 


: living i in the year 1788, at the great age of 


97) and I know not of any work more pro- 2 

per to be put into the hands of a poor igno- E .- 
rang bigotted ſuperſtitious methodiſt; but 3 
the misfortune. 1s, that ſcarce. one of them. - Þ 
will; read DP thing bur what ſuits with THO: +» 
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_ own narrow notions, 0 that they ſhut them. 
ſelves up in darkneſs, and exclude every ray 
ot intellectual light ; which puts ni in mind 
* = of the enthuſiaſts on the banks of the Ganges, 
who will not look at any thing beyond the 


tip of their noſes. By the time of had gone 
| through the laſt volume, 15 . a 


. 
. 


40 Ny. foul had took its freedom up.” | 7 Greex, 


John Buncle's merry lite puts me in mind 
of Peter Pindar s ſenſible, whimſical lines. 


„% Who told man that he muſt be curs'd on eart? 
The GOD of NATURE? no ſuch thing! 
« Heav'n whiſper'd him, the moment of his birth, - 
66 Don't cry, my lad, but dance and fing ; 
* Don- t be too wiſe, and be an ape, = 


* Ia colours let the foul be dreſs s'd, not crape. | 


7 ae Roſes hall ſmooth LI FE's journey, and adorn 3 3 

„yet mind me if, through want of grace, 
e rn Thou mean'ſt to fling the bleſſing in my face, 
Bo = * * Thou haſt full leave to rad upon a ana 


| . Yet ſome * are, of men 1 think the worlt, 
Poor imps ! unhappy if they can't be curs d 


8 For ever brooding over mis'ry's eggs, 
As thou gh life's pleaſu ure were a a deadly a; 
4 3 Houſing for ever fora gin 
* 7 : L ENF To catch their happineſs by the legs, 
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I alſo received great benefits from reading 
- Canotey! s Philemon to Hydaſpes it con- 
ſiſts of dialog ues on falſe religion, extrava- | 
1 Z gant devotion, &c. in which are many very | 
| curious remarks on viſionaries of various ages 
and ſets. This work. is complete in five 
WM parts octavo. There has alſo been a decent 
Scotch edition, publiſhed 1n een, both 
_ editions are now rather ſcarce. 


1 now began to enjoy many innocent plea- 
ſures and recreations in life, without the fear 
of being eternally damn'd for a laugh, a joke, 

or for ſpending ; a ſociable evening with a few 
friends, going | to the play-houle, &c. Kc. 


; be The wn fo ſpent ſhall live, 
«> Not ee in the bock of heav'n, | 
4 For dear and precious as the moments ate, 


% Permitted man, they are not all tor deeds | I 


2 


* active virtue, give we none to vice, 
BR 8 And heav'n will not reparation aſk, | 
1 : For many a ſummer” s day and winter $ eve, 
« $ ſpent ac belt amuſes us, 
We triſle all, and he that beſt 1 es, 
Z 1s bot a triler.— tis a trilling World.“ Vilege Cutate. 2 


1a ſhort, I ſaw that true religion was ho 


SS 5 a8 | have no doubt of being in my laſt mo- 
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way incompatible with, or an enemy to ra- 
tional pleaſures of any kind, As life (fay: 
one) is the gitt of heaven, it is religion to 
vary it. 


«© Fools by exceſs make varied pleaſure pall, 
oe The wiſe man 's moderate, and enjoys them all.” 


 VoLTaiRe by Franklin. 
1 now alſo began to read. with great plea- 
fre the rational and moderate divines of all 
denominations : : and a year or two after I 
began with metaphyſics, -in the intricate, 
though pleaſing, labyrinths of which I have 
_ occaſionally ſince wandered, nor am 4 ever 
| likely to find my way « out. 
Ike a guide | in a miſt havd I rambled about, 
% And now come at laſt where at firſt T ſet out; 


: And unleſs for new lights we have reaſon to hope, 
6s In darkneſs it muſt be my fortune to e 


1] am not in the leaſt PT on that head, 


ments able to adopt the e of one of 
the greateſt x men that ever exiſted. 


=. Great God, ww being by 17 works | is 3 n 
ns Hear my laſt words from thy eternal throne : * 
pat If I miſtook, *twas while thy law I ſought, 


21 may have ert d, but thou wert in each thought ; 2 
| 0 « Fearleſs 
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8. Fealel I look beyond the opening grave, 5 
And cannot think the God who being gare, 
The God whoſe favours made my bliſs o'erflow, 

; * Has doom d me, after death, to endleſs woe,” . 


In the mean time I can bacerely adopt the 
following lines of Mr. Pope : I» 


"If I am coke, thy grace impart, 
„ Still in the right to ſtay; 3 
« If Iam wrong, O teach my heart, 
«6 To find the better 4) OE 


Haring begun to think rationally, and 7 
reaſon freely on religious matters, you may 
tow! did not long remain in Mr. Weſley" * 
ſociety. No, 
« A ray of welcome light diſcloſed my deb! 


«© Joyful I left the ſhadowy realms of death, 


Fe Apa hail'd the op' ning. glories of the K. 
| Boro! s Dante's [nferno. | ; 


What 18 remarkable, * well remember that 5 


ſome years before, Mr. Weſley told his ſo- 


that be could never keep a bookſeller ſix 
| months in his lock (all fanatics are enemies 
to reaſon.) He was then pointing out the 


ciety in Broadmead, Briſtol, in my hearing, . 


danger that attended cloſe reaſoning 1 in mate 1 


reading 


ters of religion and ſpiritual concerns. a 


5 eadhig: e Kc. At that time 1 
had not the leaſt idea of my ever becoming 5 
bookſeller; but I no ſooner" began to give 
ſcope to my reaſoning faculties, than the 
above remarkable aſſertion occurred to my 
mind. 


But that which rather haſtened my . 

parture from methodiſm was this —The 
1 methodiſt preachers were continually repro- 
bating the practice of maſters and miſtreſſes 

keeping ſervants at home on Sundays, to 
dreſs dinners, which prevented them from 
hearing the word of God (by the word of 


God they mean their own jargon of non- 


ſenſe); aſſuring them if the ſouls of ſuch 


ſervants were damned, they might in a great 


= meaſure lay their damnation at the doors cf 


ſuch maſters and miſtrefles, wha rather than 
eat a cold dinner, would be guilty of break- 
ing the ſabbath, and riſking the ſouk of 

their ſervants. But how great was my ſur- 


bc prize on diſcovering that theſe very men who 


were continually preaching up faſting, : abſti- 
Hence, &c. to their congregations, and who _ 


wanted | 


8 


men's ſhoulders, but will not ſo much as 
touch them yourſelyes with one of your 
fingers,” | 5 
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| wanted hed 8 to dine off cold dit 2 4 1. 5 * * 
eat bread and cheeſe, Kc. would themielves 1 85 
not even ſubs without roaſted fowls, &c. i 


T his I Sand to he fac, as I Sens times 


had occaſion, after attending the preaching, 


to go into the kitchen behind the o/d F oundery 
(which at that time was Mr. Welley' 8 preach- 
ing houſe); ; there I ſaw women who had 
been kept from hearing the ſermon, &c. they 

3 being employed | in roaſting fowls, and other- 
= wiſc providing good ſuppers for the preachers. 


= A cart-load, lo, their ſtomachs ſteal ; 


5 vet ſwear ey cannot make a meal! 


“ So,“ aid 1. you ay burthens on other 


A ridiculous inſtance of the fame natuze 578 
happened alſo ſome. years ſince at Taunton. 
One of Mr. Weſley 5 preachers, whoſe name 
1 was Cotterrell, aſſured his congreg ation from Ih 
YL time to time, that every baker that baked = 
b meat on x Sundays would be damned, and 
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; alſo be damned; on which a. en Baker ſhut 
vp. his oven on Sundays; the conſequence 
was, . that he loſt his cuſtomers, as ſuch. 
J bakers as baked their victuals on Sunday, 
had their cuſtom on other days, ſo that the 
poor baker's family was nearly reduced to 
bag workhouſe ; when one Sunday paſſing 
efore the door where he knew the preacher 
was to dine, he was very much ſurpriſed to 
fee a baked leg of pork | carried into the 
Houſe, and after a few minutes reflection, : 
be ruſhed in, and found the pious preacher 
rr eating part of the baked leg of pork, on 
5 Which he bid fare wel to the methodiſts, and 
85 again took care for his famuly. - 


. WS | 5 f 
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DEL! 16 perle laps is ; worth remarking, that many 
= * poor hair-dreſſer s in Mr. bak a2 Þ s ſociety 
EY. are reduced to extreme poverty; 3 they cannot 
- get employment, as they will not dreſs hair X 
-—_ on Sundays; ; and I find that a poor milk- 
1 17 woman, Who until the. beginning of the year 
1 179, maintained her family in a decent 
ES. 5 nänner, was 5 lately frightened out of ber 
EE. h ends ] 


4 
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; underſtanding by a methodiſt 3 bh 5 | 
crime was, the ſelling milk on Sundays. 
The poor wretch is now confined i in Bedlam, 
and her five children are in a workhouſe. 1 


But driving people mad they treat as 1 


trifling affair. A few weeks ſince, a me- 
thodiſt preacher in Grub- ſtreet, in one "© 
his diſcourſes, made uſe of the following lan- 5 
guage to his auditory. —— Vou ſpread a report 2 8 5 
I am informed, that my doctrine has ſuch 
effect upon ſome, that they run mad; but N 
I ſhould much rather ſend five thouſand 20: 
Bedlam, than that one foul ſhould be ſent 


S to hell. 15 
q 


4 at this time know 4 bookſeller, Who 


Y being a methodiſt, 1 is ſo conſcientious | as to Ty, Mi 
= have his hair dreſſed on the evening of every * 
1q Saturday, and to prevent its being diſcom- — 
poſed in the night, he on thoſe nights always ES: = 
4 ſleeps i in his elbow chair. Indeed ſome tell Gy 8 


| [the ſtory different, and fay, that his hair is 


E dreſſed on Saturday morning, and by ſleep- £2 — 
is in his chair he faves the expence , 
lg on. Sundays: 2 others N mer the — 


ar 
* a „ 
F a MK 


8 rife or i kackNS ro 
firſt % is "the fact, and that he binted at it in 


his ſhop-bills, in order that the public may 
1 know where to find a tradeſman int: md . 
8 TOP tender conſcience. | L 


by 10 was one 6 ey called ade, my a hand-bj 1 
1 Was given me; and thinking! it to be a quack 
| - doctor 8 bill for a certain diſeaſe, I expreſſed 
my ſurpriſe at its being given to me in ſuch 
. particular manner; 5 but on reading t, 1 


found it contained * patticular account of 
the wonderful c converſjon of a John Biggs 
When he was twenty-one years of age. Mr. 
vg Biggs ſays, that ever ſince that time he has 
5 bad communion with God his F ather every. 
| 3 5 Hour. He publifhes this bill (he ſays) for 
duk glory of God; but that the public might 
have an opportunity of dealing with this 
Wonderful ſaint and perfectly holy man, he 

put his addreſs 1 in capitals, John Biggs, No. 

. Strand. 1 rh this bill'a as a „ 


550 


= The Sllowing note was ſome years ſince 
3 4 Siren to the clerk, for the clergyman at St. 
=” Is Michels church, Briſtol — ], Maty 
Ye  Lockbath 


II E oF J. LACKINGTON., 


Lockhart, return Almighty God my moſt. 


hearty thanks for the benefits received in. my 2 


ſoul, through the burning and ſhining lights, 


Mr. Cennick and Mr. Hall. I have not only 
received remiſſion for my ſins paſt, preſent, 
and to come, but am now entered into the 


reſt (or made perfect) of the children of 


God. . Mary Lockhart.“ 


= © will conclude this fetter in + the words of | 


1 Col. Lambert, . the comedy of the Hy- 


unwary multitude; 4 wretches, who make = 
3 trade of religion, and ſhew no uncommon 
C concern for the next world, only to raiſe theit 
5 fortunes with greater ſecurity 1 in this. 1 al- 1 col 
ways reſpe& piety and virtue, but there are e 
pretenders to religion, as well as to courage; e x 


and as the truly brave are not ſuch as make 
Þ much noiſe about their valour, ſo, 1 appre- | 


bend, che truly good ſeldom or never deal ! in 5 


much grimace. I can never pay the ſame 
regard to the maſk that I do to the face. 


eines I zm, dear 4 ach Uh: | 25 : 


= pocrite,— * cannot ſee with temper, fir, ſo 
F many religious mounte banks impoſe on the 


1 
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1 ts. „0504 morrow to thee : Mow a0 do? 
. 5 = : X - 7” © I only juſt call'd in, to ſhew 
1 Re 10 My love, upon this bleſſed day, 


— yet « o >» K. . * 
25 e - var ry 


3 I 
3 
72 5 1883 14 
Pl >”; T 
* by £ Sa 
by 3 


4 1 by chance came by this way. 
Buren" $ TO Works, 


5 | Mr « Let not your weak ie wal 
N Preſume God's bolts to throw, 
And deal damnation round the land, 

Is "30 l | x; = * On each yoo Judge bi foe,” 


7 
*. 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


. no e left Mr. 


Welley 8 ſociety, and begun to talk a little 
more like a rational being, but I found that 
1 1 had incurred the hatred of ſome, t the pity 
E- -- p others, the envy of many, and the dif | 
= eos of all Mr. Weſley Sole women ! * 


C 


« No ſcared conſcience i is fo fell, 
8 « As that which has been burnt with zeal, 
+1 &« For chriſtian charity's as well, 


. 
* * q 


I LAS N | « A great impediment to zeal, 
p I TS, : : "86 As zeal a peſtilent W Foy * FRI 
3 tee oy To n and peace, ” {44 Burr, $ \ Remains. 8 


_ 85 that for a | lony 8 time 1 was conſtag ply 


WL - en 
=__ * 9921 N „ 3 A 


r SY * 1 ** Ar gr * * 
. Se . ww * N 

8 * 2 Sg 3 5 2006 ; . — 8 
We . eee 4 e | | ; by 
F 423 Es. 2 2 eee | . Fa * 
— . 9 Ne =". wth . — 8 
8 pens he <a 


1 Rn 
. Jr at. SG "Was TI 2 r 


of 5 ug 


= ſtop and lift up their hands, turn up FR 


and take me aſide, and after making rueful 
= faces, addreſs me with, „Oh, Brother 
Z Lackington ! ! I am very ſorry to find that 


PS 


8 
$7, 


believe that never Was a Poor devil ſo 
= plagued. | 


way to the Foundery would only make a 


groan and paſs on. Many Would call in | wo 


ber Lot's s wife,” Another would interrupt e 


Another had juſt called as he was paſſing. by; 5 ' 
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teaſed with their impertinent nonſenſe. Li 


: & Saperfiition i is b eadful i in her wrath, 5 | 
Ez” Her dire Anathemas Wo Fo dart.” 5 Ein RIADE.. 


- Some. as "IR paſſed 55 my door i in their . 


1 .4Y 


whites of their eyes, ſhake their beide > 


you who began in the Spirit are now like % 8 
end in the fleth. Pray brother, do remem:- 


me in my buſineſs, to tell! me, that 4 He | 
that Putteth his hand to the plough, and Ee 
looketh back, is unfit for the kingdom.“ | cr 


to caution. me againſt. the bewitching 0 8 45 25 I 
of proſperity. Others again called tg kuow Pe 
if 1 was as happy then as I was, When Lege 0 IX: . 
5 ſou e the Lord with * brethr ret E 


1 * 
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in priyer meeting, in claſs, in band, Ke. 
When I affured them that 1 was more happy, 
they i in a very ſolemn manner aſſured me, 
that I was under a very great deluſion of the 
devil; and when I by chance happened to : 
laugh at their. enthuſiaſtic rant, ſome haye 
run out of my ſhop, declaring. that they 
| © were afraid to ſtay under the fame roof with 
„ | me, leſt the houſe ſhould fall on their heads, | 
Sometimes I have been accoſted in ſuch an 
alarming manner as though the houſe was 
on fire, with“ Oh! brother 1. brother! 
; vou are falt aſleep! and the flames of hell 
SH 8 are takiug hold of you; which reminds me 
E 1 of the vw lines. 
== £0 To - Were hell dene now, 
PPE: - © Another muſt be had for yon; : 


| «6 That providence were falſely nam 'd, 


N If fuch a monſter i is not damn'd. 
ENTS 5 RopuxrsoN' s Miſcellanies, 5 


N certain preacher aſſured me, in the pre- 
Sena of ſeveral. gentlemen, that the devil 
would ſoon toſs me about 1 in the flames of 
hell with a pitehfork. This ſame eloquent 
mile preacher uſed vecaſionally to It to 
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Mr. E. a gentleman of my acquaintance. 5 


going through ſome alley, one Sunday, hear- 
ing a very uncommon noiſe, was kd. by 
 curioficy to the houſe from whence | it pro- 
ceeded, and there he ſaw elevated above, an 


aſſembly of old women, &. this taylor, 


ſtript in bis ſhirt, with his wig off, and the 
collar of his ſhirt unbuttoned, ſweating, 
foaming at the mouth, and bellowing WE 


baited bull. In the above manner it ſeems 


he would often amuſe himſelf and his c cons 


gregation for near two hours, 5 


5 Curſing from hi — tub, 


„The cavaliers of Belzebub. > | 
| Burrzx's Poſth. Works. N 


Some of the Tabernacle faints aſſured me, 


5 that I never had one grain of ſaving grace, 
and that when I thought myſelf ; a child of 
God, I was only deluded by the devil, who 3 
being now quite ſure of me, did not think it | 2 
worth bis while to deceive we a any longer. = 3 
Others adviſed me to. take care of ſinning 
aai nſt light and knowledge, and piouſly. > 
: hoped that it was not quite too late; that 15 1 
hed not (they hoped). committed the hea” YN of 
8 | | alle. 


R 4 
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able ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Others 
again, who happened to be in a better hu. 
mour, often told me that they ſhould lee me 
- brought back to the true ſheepfold, as they 
really hoped I had once been 1 in a ſtate of 
grace, and if ſo, that 1 always was in grace, 
" Ih. ſpite of all 1 could do': the Lord would 
never quit his hold of me; that [ might fall | 
de Y, but that it was impoſlible for. me to 
fall | fnally , as in the end I ſhould be brought 
back on the ſhoulders of the everlaſting goſ- 


peel: for when God came to number his 


Jewels, not one would | be miſſing. 


One of cheſe righteous men, after paſſing 
| ſome encomiums on me for my moral cha- | 
racter, aſſured me that I had by no means 
fallen ſo low as many of God's dear children 
bad fallen; but fall as low as they poſſibly 

can, faid he, they are ſtill God's children, | 
for altho they may ebe black with ſin, they 
are fair within.” He then read to me the 
eig paſſage out of a pamphlet written 
EC Mr, Fletcher by Mr. R. Hill. David 
Ne Hood as N Juſtiied 1 in the ever- 
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« Ol righteouſneſs of Chriſt, at the time —.— 5 

% when he cauſed Uriah to be murdered, 8 
« and was committing adultery with his wife, 
« as he was in any part of his life. For all 
« the ſins of the elect, be they more or be 
40 they leſs, be they paſt, preſent, or to com e, | 

=, were for ever done away. So that every 2 


„ one of thoſe elekt ſtand ſpotleſs i in the ſight 
of God.” Is not this a very comfortable 


— * 1E 
4 ae of tn Ea ok N * Wees F Wee 1 n 
n , 
25 os N Werren eee ie RES, RS 
VVV ĩ TN 
8 4 PEI EE Sato AE, 


8 


kind of doctrine? The pernicious conſe- 
N quences of ſuch tenets, impreſſed on the minds 
of the ignorant followers of theſe. quacks in 5 
religion, muſt be obvious to every perion 
capable of reflection. They have nothing to 
do but enliſt themſelves in the band a 


the ele, and no matter then how criminal 8 
their life! 


Thus, my dear friend, 1 was ſor a long | b A 

time coaxed by ſome, threatened with all the _ 
tortures of the damned by others, and con- 
| ſtantly teaſed ſome how or other by all the : 
methodiſts who came near me, ps 


. . 


7 Surrthuded by foes, as 1 far in my hair, A 
& Who aicten like dog that are —— a bear,” SR 


. 
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5 0 laſt determined. to laugh at all their 

1 e perverſiotis of the ſcripture, and 
. their ſpiritual cant. As Peter Pindar lays, 


3 70 My honeſt anger boiled to vie 
1 28 The ſouffling, EY; canting crow.” h 


For as Dr. Dalton Juſtly gs, 


A conſcience void of blame her front erects, 
e 9225 God ſhe fears all A fear gelb. . 


1 - The eee (as might bu expected) . 
F 1 Was, they piouſly and charitably conſigned 
mie over to be tormented by the devil, and 
every where declared that J was turned a 
downright atheiſt, But the aſperſions of ſuch ; 
EO fanatics, gave me no concern, for 


1 If there 8 a power above us, 


es (And that there is, all nature cries aloud | 
„ 'Thro' all her works) he moſt delight i in Virtue; 
ed *. that which he delights i in muſt be happy.“ 


Appison“ s Cato. 


, Yeu” EY o 


. 8 And f no matter . when « or where.” After 
. * Ielatifg fach ridiculous ſtuff as the above, 1 
20 5 think that 4 cannot conclude this better than 
B 8 with Swift' 8 humorous and ſatirical account | 
1 . De: day of judgement ; ; ſo humorous that 
WW would 
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1 9 not | hate 3 it | had it not been | 


written by a divine of the Church of 
ä 


cc With a whit) of thought pile, 
0] ſunk from reverie to reſt, EE 
« An horrid viſion ſeiz'd my head, i 
« Ifaw the graves give up their dead: 
« Joyve arm'd with terrors burſts the ſkies! 
« And thunder roars, and lightning flies! 
« Amaz'd, confus'd, its fate unknown, 3 
* The world ſtands trembling at his throne ! EL LOS 
«© While each pale finner hung his head, N 
_ Jove nodding, ſhook the heavens and nid. 
40 Offending race of human kind, 
*« By nature, reaſon, learning blind; 
„ 0 You who thro? frailty ſtept aſide, . 
0 And you who never fell thro? pride, | 
_ «You who in different ſects were ſham'd, 
% And come to ſee each other damn'd ! 
(So ſome folks told you, but they knew / 
Nd more of Jove's deſrgns than you). {4 
© The world's mad buſineſs now is o er, ; 


«6. And I reſent theſe pranks no more, e be 


; I to ſuch blockheads ſet my wit! £ 7 | 
: « I Gama ſach fools! go, go, you're bit.” no 
T =, dear Friend, yours. 1 
't "5M 


* 
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LETTER XXVIL 


„ Say, what ſounds my ear invade, 
« From Delphi's venerable ſhade? 
The temple rocks, the laurel waves! 
„The god! the god! the ſybil cries. | 
«« Her figure ſwells ; ſhe foams, ſhe raves ! 

« Her figure ſwells to more than mortal ſize, 
Streams of rapture roll along, 8 
Silver notes aſcend the ſkies : 2 
24 % Wake, Echo, u ake, and catch the fog, 
Ob, catch it ere it dies. 

8 The ſybil ſpeaks, the dream is o'er, 

8 The holy harpings charm no more. 
1 8 In vain ſhe checks the god's controul, 
is madding ſpirit fills the frame, 

Aud moulds the features of her ſoul, 

. Breathing a prophetic flame. . 

The cavern frowns!. Its hundred mouths lee! 

6 * And, in n the thunder's voice the fate of empire flows ! 15 

| | — a Poem, 


Dran FRIEND, 


Tarxz is a very extraordi- 
nary hes in Rouſſeau” 8 Thoughts on Fa- 
naticiſm. It is printed 1 ih his Thoughts, pub- 
liſhed by Debrett, Vol. 1, page Il. 


8 | 


„ Bayle (gays he) has acutely proved that f 
Fanatieiſi is more pernicious than Atheiſm. 5 — 
This 1 is inconteſtable. What he bas been 


«& very careful, however, not to mention, 


ce 
60 
80 
66 


cc 


« heart of man, raiſes him above the fear o 


4e 


66 


6c 


6 


66 


66 


_ 1 


= having been cured of madneſs, he, inſtead "0 
Y of thanking his friends and the phyſician, "7 
E was diſpleaſed with them, for having de- 

1 prived him of the happineſs he poſſeſſed i in 1 25 Ez 
| ; 8 of inſanity, And methinks Rovfleau ; J 


and, what is not leſs true is, that Fana- 


: on * contrary, attaches us to life, Fer 
vates and debaſes the ſoul, concentrates 
3 

* and thus gradually faps the real foundation ; | 
of all ſociety.” 
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ticiſm, although ſanguinary and cruel, is 
ſtill an exalted paſſion, which elevates the 


death, multiplies his reſources exccedingly, ow 
and which only wants to be better di- 
rected, to be productive of the moſt ſubs. 


lime virtues. (He adds) The argumen- 
tative ſpirit of controverſy and philoſophy, 


all paſſions in the baſeneſs of cl ider 


I have ſomewhere read 25 a man, Who 


| 1 75 3 * 
* v - 2 4 * 
ſcems © 
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ſeems to be much of the ſame mind. But 
how was it poſſible that he ſhould 00 glar- 
ingly contradict himſelf in fo few lines ? 
| Plutarch was the firſt that aſſerted, that 
8 ſuperſtition was worſe than Atheiſm. Lord 
Bacon in his Effays ſays the ſame ; and Bayle 
bas inconteſtably proved it, a Rouſſcau 
acknowledges. We know from a great au- 
thority that Fanaticiſm | 1s to ſuperſtition 
what a delirium is to a fever, and fury 


to anger. He who has extaſies and viſions, 
who takes dreams for realities, and his | ima- 


gination for propheſies, is an enthuſiaſt; and 
he who ſticks not at ſupporting his folly by 
murder, i is a fanatic; and yet Rouſſeau when 


|. be acknowledges that fanaticiſm is fangui- 


nary and cruel, calls it an exalted pafſton, 
which elevates the heart of man, and raiſes 
him above the fear of death, multiplies his 
recourſes exceedingly.” Of all the abſurdities 
Vrote by great men, this ſeems to me the 


* greateſt. If we except that which. he aſſerts 


a in the following lines, Philoſophy attaches | 


to life, enervates and debaſes the ſoul, con- 
3 centrates all the paſſions i in the buſineſs cf | 


ſolf⸗ : 
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wy 


a. | elk Anterelt, and thus gradually, ps he; ſaps | 


| ; the real foundation of all ſociety ?” That the. 


: 7 very reverſe of what Rouſſeau here aſſerts -1 is 
EY the truth, muſt be obvious to every thinking 
being : no one cannot help thinking he muſt 
have wrote theſe lines 1 in a fit of inſavity, i in 
a fanatical conventicle. © The ſuperſtitions. 
(lays Plutarch) are in continual fear of the 
divine powers, whom they ſuppoſe to be 
cruel, and hurtful beings, and he that fears 
the divine powers fears every thing. The 
land, the ſea, air, iky, darkneſs, light, 


Z filence and dreams. Even ſlaves forget cher 


EY cruel maſters, and priſoners their fetters; FE . "NY 


but ſuperſtition fills the ſoul even in Neep, 
5 with prodigious forms and ghoſtly ſpeQres.” 
F But Rill ſome frightful ale, ſome furious threats, 

2 WE By—— form'd thoſe grave and holy cheats, 


Invent new fears, whoſe horrid looks mould fright, 


& And damp thy thoughts. Es, Canrcn's Lucretius. 


A much greater man than Rouſſeau ſays, 


. 0 The only remedy for the infectious diſeaſe 
= of Fanaticiſm, | is a philoſophical temper, which 


= ſpreading through ſociety, at length ſoftens 


: manners, and obriates the exceſſes of the dif- 
8 | tem per; ; 
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0 your throat * 


: temper; for whenever it gets ground, the beſt 
way is to fly from it and ſtay till the air i 
purified, The laws and religion are no pre- 

| ſervative againſt this- mental peſtilence ; reli. 
gion fo far from” being a ſalutary aliment in 

theſe. caſes, in infected brains becomes 
poiſon.” J = 


The laws likewiſe have proved very nef- 


fectual againſt this ſpiritual rage; it is indeed 
like reading an order of council to a lunatic, 
The creatures are firmly perſuaded, that the 
ſpirit by which they are actuated 1 is above all 


laws, and that their enthuſiaſm is the only 
law they: are to regard.” 4 


3 66 © What can be anſwered to a perſon hs 


tells you, that he had rather obey God than 
men; and who, in conſequence of that 
choice, 18 certain to gain heaven by cutting 


1 ao 5 


Was it poſſible to keep the enthuſiaſt at all 
times free from fauaticiſm, * believe the 
wuſchieft to ſociety would not be 0 great, as 


Pe Dy; %. i Ws At 
ng EN EEE 3. ER LENS 
2 . fr . 5 * 7 . * 


in 


> ** 8 
„ *. "== 

.»* * -. 1 OY 
RY 
1 <9 
44 I "wg 2, 


| LIFE OF J. Tc N ro. 265 
= in that caſe, enthuſiaſm would be a more 
E; | harmleſs madneſs ; ; but it ſeems impoſſible to 
| keep the two characters ſeparate, which is 
A the reaſon that the terms are often uſed by 17 
70 writers indiſcriminately, py 5 7 


Enthuſiaſts and fanatics are in in general con- 
1 ; | ſcious of their own inability to reaſon, hence _ 
} 3 they all exclaim ag ainſt i it, and immediate 
F 2 revelation bring a m uch eaſter way to eſtablifn ; I 
| 5 their opinions, they have recourſe to ĩt in all — _ 
2 difficulties, and nothing is more common : 
| 2 among the methodiſt. „ than to hear them aſ- 4 


b £ ſert that they become acquainted with the 
| truth of all the myſter es of chriſtianity, by 4 
| 2 their being revealed to them by“ 0 the Spirit es ws 
1 of the Lord.” Mr. Locke ſays, (ſpeaking of 5 A 
Z enthuſiaſts) ** They underſtand. that Gd 
I has promiſed | to enlighten the mind, by a 

1 Fel darted into the mind immediately from 5 a - 
the fountain of light; and who then has ſo 2 1 
| ea a title to expect f it, as thoſe Who are 0 
E bis peculiar people.” 2 


* 
* 2 


: «. Their REY being thus prepared, has 1 | 
= erer r groundleſs opinion comes to ſettle itſelf EG - 
85 x egy % 


* 
* 
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ſtrongly upon their fancies, is- an Llane. 


they find in themſelves a ſtrong inclination ; 
to do, that impulſe is concluded to be a call 


| commit ion from above, and they cannot err 
in executing It. | 


ts Which, though founded neither on 1 
nor divine revelation, but riſing from the 
Loliceits of a warmed or over weening brain, 1 
: works yet where 1 it once gets footing, more 
powerfully on the perſuaſions and actions of 
men, than either of thoſe two, or both to- 


5 " ouſly where the whole 1s carried by a natural 
motion. For ſtrong conceit, like a new 
: principle, carries alleaſily with it, when got 


8 reſtraint, of reaſon, and check of 8 it 
3 heightened into A divine authority, it 


tion from God. And whatever odd action, 


from heaven, and muſt be obeyed ; it is a 


& This [ take to be FEY e, 


gether; men being moſt. forwardly obedient 
to the impulſes they receive from themſelves, 
and the whole man is ſure to act more vigor- 


above common ſenſe; and freed from all 


concurrence with our own temper and in- 


 Clination.” 


3 


5 I feel him now 
* Like a "ER ſpirit <charm'd into a tree, 


. — 


„ That leaps and moves the wood without a * 5 
„ The rouſed god, as all the while he lay e 
« Entomb'd alive, farts, and dilates himſelf ; 

He ftruggles, and he tears my aged trunk 


„ With holy fury; my old arteries burſt ; 
«= My ſhrivell'd Kio, like parchment, cn at t the holy 


fire. | Daxpan' 5 s Edipus, | 


' Theſe impulſes and revelations have books by 
made the pretext not only for thouſands of 
abſurdities and ridiculous whims, but alſo 
for every kind of wickedneſs. It is but a few, 
= years : fince that there were in Poland a ſect 
5 of theſe fanatics, who all at once was ſeized 
with an impulſe to kill their own children, 
which they did moſt devoutly, in order to 
= ſecure the falvation of thoſe children, y 
EE cretius ſays, ho 
« Such ten uſe was of religion made, 

5 88 es Os e 5 


1 
1 
Of 


What, my dear friend, can preſerve man- 
kind from this peſtilence ſo effectually as 
| philoſophy, which Rouſſeau attempts to de- 
4 grade. oF Painful and corporal W - 
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(ſays Beccaria) ſhould never be applied 10 | 

fanaticiſm, for being founded on pride, it 
glories in perſecution... Infamy and ridicule 
only ſhould be employed againſt fanatics; * in 


the firſt, their pride will be overbalanced by 


the pride of the people 3 and we judge of the 


power of the ſecond, if we conſider that even 
truth 1s obliged to ſummon all her force, 


attacked with error armed with ridicule. 


Thus by oppoſing one paſſii ion to another, 


and opinion to opinion, a wiſe legiſlator puts 


an end to the admiration of the Populace 
occaſioned by a falſe principle the original 


| abſurdity of which 15 veiled by ſome well 
8 deduced conſequences.” | 


Tt is for the e edge that I have held 


up to public ridicule that ſect of fanaties 


among whom J loſt ſo much of my time in 
the early part of my life; and for the ſame 
reaſons 1 hope you. will read with patience 
Aa Few more of my letters, i in which 1 intend 


to make you laugh with me a little more at 
the abſurditics of the methodiſts. 


Fam: dear F ciend; yours. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


In Londen ſtreets is often ſeen 1 
; 66 A hum-drum ſaint with holy mein, 
Wi „ His looks moſt primitively wear 
| = . An ancient Abrahamick air, 
| « And like bad copies of a face, 
z = - 41 The good original diſgrace,” _ | 
n . BUTLER s Poſth, Works, 


1 Some there are who ſeek for to holes, 
(L Securely i in the dark to damn their ſouls, | 
« Wear vizards of hypocriſy to teal, 1. 

40 And flink away in eee, to bell,” 


5 DEAR FRIEND, : 
; * being eh known | 
| ; that 1 had for many years been a ſtrict me- 3 
q ; thodiſt, fince * have freed myſelf from their 5 2 3 
, ſhackles, I have been often aſked if 1 did 5 
not believe or rather know, that the metho- 
diſts were a vile ſect of hypocrites altoge- 
ther? My reply has been uniformly i in the 


t negative, I am certain that they are not in 


general ſo. The major part of them indeed N 


are very ignorant (as is tlie caſe with enthu- 


. » * 
„ is * -Y 


Aſi of every religion); but I belieye that 4 8 5 
Go EST 


. 3 | great. HR 
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great number of the methodiſts are ſincere, 


honeſt, friendly people; in juſtice to thoſe of 
that deſcription it may not be amiſs to ob- 


ſerve, that many artful, ly, deſigning per- 
ſons, having noticed their character, con- 
nections, &c. and knowing that a religious 


perſon 1 is in general ſuppoſed to be honeſt 


and conſcientious, have been induced to join 


their ſocieties, and by aſſuming an appear 


ance of extraordinary ſanctity, have the bet- . 
ter been enabled to cheat and defraud ſuch as 


were not guarded againſt their hypoerttical 


wiles. Rochefoucault ſays, that truth 
does not ſo much good in the world, as its 


appearances do miſchief,” 
. | Making ligen diſguiſe, 
£6 Or cloak to all their villanies,” 5 


Burr ER“ s Poſt. Works. 


Thave alſo reaſon to believe that there a are 
not a few, Who think that they can as it 
were afford to cheat and defraud, on the 
| ſcore of having right notions of religion in 


5 their heads, hearing what they deem ortho- 


; 1 


5 dor teachers, going to prayer-meetings, Kc. 


There 


© a 4 


} 


doctrines as I noticed i in my laſt, from the 
pen of Mr. ; Hil, have not a little con- 
; tributed. Po oy 


cc The wah of gods, tho? dreadful i 18 but low, 
« With tardy foctſteps comes thꝰ avenging blow, 
If all the bad are puniſh'd, twill be long 
„ Fre my turn comes to ſuffer in the throng. 
I may find mercy from the power divine, 
Cc They oft 0 'crlook ſuch moderate guilt as mine, 5 


7e n quite the ſame, oft meet a different end,” 
Own $ leren. 


We 


4 have often thought wha: great burt bas — 1 
been done to ſociety by the methodiſt preach- : 
: ers, both in town and country, attending 

condemned male factors, as by their fanati- 


tice, have had their paſſions and imaginations 5 


84 
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© There are again others who thivk, that =, 
grace is ſo free and ſo eaſy to be bad, or in 
other words, that as they can have pardon 
for all kinds of ſins, and that at any time ö 
whenever they pleaſe, they under this i 1 
= make very little conſcience of running up 
large ſcores, to which practice 1 fear ſuch 


15 cal converſation, viſionary” by mus, bold ad. 


impious applications of the ſcriptures, &. 
many dreadful offenders againſt law and juſ⸗ 1 


. 


2 
Xx 
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ſo worked upon, that they have been ſent 
to the other world in ſuch raptures, as 
would better become martyrs innocently ſuf- 
fering in a glorious cauſe, than criminals of 


the * 9 


A great hither of narratives of theſe ſud- 
den converſions and triumphant exits have 
been compiled, many of them publiſhed, and 

_ circulated with the greateſt avidity, to the 
private emolument of the editors, and doubt- 


5 leſs to the great edification of all ſinners, long 


habituated to a courſe of villainous depreda- 
tions on the lives and properties of the honeſt 
part of the community; and many ſuch ac- 
E counts as have not appeared in print, have 
1 deen aſſiduouſly proclaimed | in all the metho- 
Mp diſt chapels and barns, throughout the three 
| kingdoms ; 7 by Which the good and pious of 
© every denomination have been ſcandalized, 
x and notorious offenders encouraged to perſe- 
vere, truſting ſooner or later, to be honoured 
with a fimilar degree of notice, and thus by 
I * kind of hocus pocus, be ſuddenly trans- 
1 formed into ſaints. N 5 


. = 
3 


not be deem d i improper. 


| | ment in this world. 
$ full looking for of (future) judgment; 
are enraptured with the proſpect of a joyful Fe: 1 
Ane 188 the expanded arms of a loving 4 


The following remarks made by the com- 
pilers of the Monthly Review for 1788, page | : 


286, are ſo applicable to the preſent ſubje&, 


that I hope my introducing the paſſage will 


After mentioving 


a couplet 1 in one of the methodiſtical bymns, 
where it 18 ſaid 


« Believe and all your fin's forgiven.” 


« Only believe and yours is heaven.“ 


they proceed thus: 


IF Such doctrine no doubt 1 be com- 


fortable to poor wretches ſo circumſtanced as | 
thoſe were to whom this pious preacher had 
the goodneſs to addreſs his diſcourſe; but | 
ſome (and thoſe not men of ſhallow reflec- 
tion) have queſtioned whether it 18 altogether i 
right, thus to free the moſt flagitious outcaſts 
of ſociety from the terrors of an after-reckon- 
ing; ſince it 18 too well known, that moſt of 5 
them make little account of their puniſh- 7 
Inſtead of the 3 * fears. NEE 


f they 5 


Savio 3 © 
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26 LIFE OF A LACKINGTGN. 
us Saviour —longing to embrace his 5 loſt 
Children.“ 


3, 


Surely this 1s. not the way (hu- 


| manly ſpeaking) to check the alarming pro- | 


greſs of moral depravity ; to which, one 


would think no. kind of N ought 
to be given.“ 


I muſt obſerve farther, that the unguarded | 


manner in which the methodiſt preachers N 
| make tenders of pardon and ſalvation, has 
induced many to join their fraternity, whoſe 
conſciences wanted very large plaiſters in- 


deed! many of thoſe had need to be put 


vnder a courſe of mortification and penance, 


but they generally adopt another method; a 
A TEE few quack noſtrums, which they call faith and 
— affirance, dries up the wound, and they then 
make themſelves EO hateful by affecting to 
have ſqueamiſh conſciences, as they really 
have been obnoxious, for having conſciences 
7 of very wide latitude züdlee d. And notwith- 


ee the affected change, they often are 


as bad, or worſe than ever. Butler wy 


* 
. % Caf . F 


"AN RS : g B 
G kat which © owns the datei pretext, 
81 18 olten found t the indirekt. 
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ce Hence tis, that hy pocrites ſtill paint 
„ Much fairer than the real ſaint ; 8 
« And knaves appear more juſt and true : 
Than honeſt men, who * leſs ſhew." | 


As a friend, permit 1 me to adviſe you never : 
to 0 purchaſe any thing at a ſhop where the 
maſter of it crams any of his pious nonſenſs 
into his ſhopbill, &c. as you may be aſſured 
you will nine times out of ten find them, i in the | 


end. arrant hypocrites, and as ſuch, make no 


ſeruple of cheating in the way of trade, if ö 
8 


This puts me in mind of one of theſe 5 
pious” brethren | in Petticoat. lane, who wrote 
in his ſnop- window, 6 Rumps and Burs ſold 5 
here, and Baked Sheep's heads will be con- 
tiaued every night, 18 the Lord permit.” — 
The Lord had no objection: ſo Rumps, ä 
Burs, and Baked Sheep? 1 heads were ſold 
there a long time. Aud [ remember to have _ 
ſcen on a board, near Bedminſter- de 142 3 
6 Tripe and cow-heels fold here as uſual, 85 
except on the Lord day, which the Lord 5 
Help me 10 heep boly.” And on my enquiring | 4 
| about the perſon hs exhibited this remarks 2 
En a le * 5 Es 3 


- <3 
- — 
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able Wer- bad, at the! inn juſt bv, J was 


informed that the pious Tripe-ſeller gene- 
rally got drunk on Sundays, after he returned 


from the barn-preaching ; which accounts 


for his not ſelling tripe on that day, having ; 
full employment (though poſlibly Not o 


| inoffenfive) elſewhere. 


| | I alſo ſaw in a village neuf Plymouth 10 


Devonſhire, Roger Tuttel, by God's grace 


and mercy, kills rats, moles, and all forts of 
| vermin and venomous creatures.” But ! 


need not have gone ſo far for pious cant, as, 
no doubt you muſt remember that a few years 


| fince, a certain pious common-council man of 

e the metropolis, advertiſed in the public 
papers for a porter that could carry three hun- 
dred weight, take care of horſes, and ſerve the 
:$ Lord. Of the ſame worthy perſonage 4 
FE | = have heard 157 aſſerted, that ſo very conſcien- 
2M . tious is he, that he once ſtaved a barrel of | 
beer in his cellar, becauſe he detected It 
25 working on the fabbath-day, which brought 

85 to my recollection four lines in drunken 


e 8 Journey : 
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Where I ſaw a puritane one, 
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40 Hanging of his cat on Monday, | s 
| «© For killing of a mouſe on Sunday,” 


"I n 
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** 4 12 wt x 
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e e hh 
1 ance informs me, that a methodiſt neighbour _ 
E of his, in St. Martin s-lane, who keeps * 
5 parcel of fowls, every Saturday night makes 
a point of conſcience of tying together 
the legs of every cock he has, in order to 
prevent them from breaking the abbath, by 
gallanting the bens on Sundays; as CO 
Lambert ſays Doctor Cantwell uſed to do 1. 1 
the turkey cocks. 7 | I 


I have a few more : obſervations to make Oh. 
this remarkable ſect, but fearing 1 have al- | 
| ready tired you, thall reſerve | them for my 8 
next. | 


6. Seems e doch but gild the 85558 ; 

That's neither faithful, honeſt, juſt, or brave, t 
66 But where religion does with virtue join, . : 3 

40 It makes a hero like an angel nine Warte ; "i 
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Yours. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


| ec Under this ſtone reſts Hudibras, 

oF Knight as errant as e er was: 
% The controverſy only lies, 

«© Whether he was more fool than wiſe; 
Full oft he ſuffer'd bangs and drubs, 
And full as oft took pains in tubs: 

« And for the good old Cauſe ſtood buff, 

„ *Gainſt many a bitter kick and cuff, 

* Of which the moſt that can be ſaid, | 
: 0 He mY and 3 and Nee and bd. 85 


WP; 


175 e BurLzx's Poſth Works, 


* DEAR FRIEND, 


Ir is very remarkable that 


. while 1 was writing the laſt five lines of my Z 
former letter to you, on Wedneſday the 2d 
=” 2 March 1791, 1 I received the news of the 
deat of Mr. John Weſley, who I am in- 

formed died that morning at his own houſe, 
in the City-ioad, Moorfields, in the Eighty- 
N eighth year of his age. He had no illneſs, | 
5 but the wheels of the. -machine being worn 
oo out, it Nope. of courſe, As I am on the ſab- 
> © = ABER LOA EDEe 3 3 ject 
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__ of H Wethodißtd, 1 hope you will not deem 

It impertinent, if I devote a few lines to this 

great parent of a numerous ſect, whom 1 
well knew, and feel a en in ſpeaking of 
with ſome reſpect. 


Several days precedi ng his interment, be- | 

ing laid! in his coffin, in his gown and band, 5 
he was expoſed to the view of all his friends 
who came, and the public; and I ſuppoſe that 
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forty or fifty thouſand perſons had a ſight I: 


him. But the concourſe of people was fo 
great, that many were glad to get out of the 
crowd without ſeeing him at all; and al- 
though a. number of conſtables were preſent, 


W yet the pick-pockets contrived to cate many 


ef their purſes, \ watches, Kc. 


0 prevent as much as poſſible the: dend = 
5 ful effects of a mob, he Was interred on 
= Wedneſday March the gth, between five 


= and fix 0 clock in the morning, in the burial f 


ö ; ground behind his own chapel i in the City- 
% road. After which Dr. Whitchead (the 
3 - phyſician). preached his funeral ſermon ; * 
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but notwithſtanding | the early hour, many 
thouſinds attended more than the chapel : 
would hold, 2 it is very * 8 


As ſoon 3 as it was known that Mr. Weſley 
was deceaſed, a number of needy brethren 


deemed it a fair opportunity of profiting by 


it, and each immediately ſet his ingenuity to 
work, to compoſe what he choſe to call a /if 
of him; and for ſome weeks ſince the fune- 
ral the chapel-yard and its vicinity has exhi- 
ited a truly ludicrous ſcene, on every night 
of preaching, owing to the different writers 
5 and venders of theſe baſty performances f 
exerting themſelves to ſecure a good fale ; one 
bawling out that his 18 the right life; a ſecond : 
with a pious ſhake of the head, declares 
his the real Life; a third proteſts he has got 
the only genuine account; and a fourth calls 
them all vile cheats and impoſtors, &c. ſo 
that between all theſe competitors, the ſaints 
x N are ſo divided and perplexed i in their opinions, 


that ſome decline purchaſing either ; others 
_—_ willing « to try all, and keep that which is 
| 3 5 00d,” 55 . of each of theſe reſpectable 


venders 
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that it 


. « Turns meek and ſecret ſneaking ones 


208 Raw-heads fierce and bloody bones,” _ HupiBRaAs, | 


1 cannot wo thinking that Mr. John 
Weſley, the father of the methodiſts, was 
one of the moſt reſpectable enthuſiaſts that 
ever lived ; as it is generally thought that he | 
believed all that he taught others, and lived 
the ſame pious exemplary life, that he would 


have his followers practiſe. The ſale of his 


numerous writings produced nett profits to 
ſche amount of near Two THOUSAND 
$ POUNDS per annum 3 and the weekly collec- N 
I tion of the claſſes 1 in London and Weſtmin- 
ſter amounted to a very large ſum; beſides 
N this, great ſums were collected, at the ſacra- 
x ments and love-feaſts, for quarterly tickets 
2 and public ſubſcriptions, &c. Kc. 3 1\ 
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venders of the life and laſt account of that 
celebrated character; while the unintereſted 
paſſenger is apt to form a concluſion that the 
houſe of prayer 1s again become a den of 
thieves. Thus we ſee thoſe holy candidates 
for heaven are ſo influenced by ſelf-intereſt | 
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In a pamphlet which was publiſhed i in the 
beginning of this year 1792, by an old mem. 
ber of their ſociety, it is aſſerted that for the 
Jaſt ten years, the ſums collected in Great 
Britain and Ireland, have amounted to 


no leſs than FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS per annum, which reminds me : of | 
Peter Pindar' s humorous lines, 


0 I've 1 choſe pious whims, 
ve Methodiſt's ſweet damnation bymns, 
40 That chant of heay 'nly riches, — 
8 What have they done ? thoſe heay* nly rains, f 
uh Deyoutly ſqueez'd from canting brains, 
« But fil d their 19 beeeches. 19 


Relides 1 aliove;. mahy private collections 
are made in all his ſocieties throughout the 
: three kingdoms, fo that Mr. Weſley might. 
bave amaſſed an immenſe fortune, had riches 
been his object. But inſtead of accumulat- 
ing wealth, he expended all his own private 
property: and J have been often informed, 
from good authority, that he never denied 
relief to a poor perſon that - aſked him. To 
8 needy tradeſmen I have known him to give 


ten or twenty pounds at once. In going 5 
A L „„ + 


3 
- 


to the wife and children of his brother | 


1 known. But I cannot help noticing that in 
one of his publications (ſtepping out of his 


| pit, be. 


S 


generally gave away an handful of half- 
crowns to poor old people of his ſociety. 
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few yards ſrom his ſtudy to the Pl 


He was indeed charitable to an extreme, 


as he often gave to unworthy! objects, 
nor would he keep money ſufficient 
to hold out on his journies. One of his 
friends informs me that he left but 4. 


= 10s. behind him: and 1 have heard him de- 


clare that he mould not die worth twenty 
pounds, except his books for ſale, which he 


has left to the 46 general methodiſt fund, for 5 
carrying on the work of God, by itinerant 


preachers,” charged only with a rent of 
eighty- five pounds a year, which he has left 


Charles. 


His learning and great abilities are well : 


line) he betrayed extreme weakneſs and cre- 
dulity, though io doubt his intentions were 
good, What I allude to is his Primitive 
Phy ſe, a work certainly of a dangerous. ten» 
| T 3 5 Le. 1. 5 To 
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dency, as the majority of remedies therein 
preſcribed are moſt aſſuredly inefficacious, 


and many of them very dangerous, if ad. 


miniſtered. The conſequence of the firſt is, 


that while poor ignorant people are trying : 


| theſe remedies (beſides the very great pro- 
| bability of their miſtaking the caſe) the diſ- 
_ eaſes perhaps become ſo inveterate as to reſiſt 


the power of more efficacious remedies pro- 


perly applied, and with regard to thoſe of a 
highly dangerous nature, how raſh to truſt 
them in the hands of ſuch uninformed peo - 
ple as this book was almoſt ſolely intended 


for, eſpecially when ſanctioned by the name 


Sk an authr whoſe. influence impreſſed the 


minds of the unfortunate patients with the 


moſt powerful conviction. Many fatal effects, 

I fear, have been produced by a blind ad- 
herence to this compilation; ; which carries 
with it 

; production of an ignorant opinionated old 

| woman, than of the man of ſcience and 
education. One melancholy inſtance is freſh 
in my memory; a much eſteemed friend 

| = having fallen an immediate ſacrifice to an im- 
wn | * evo Os * prudent 


more the appearance. of. being the 


7 3 
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prudent application of one of theſe reme- 


N 


A Yet: me juſt to give you one ſpecimen | 

3 of the Author' 8 wonderful abilities, by quoting | 

E a receipt, which if not an infallible remedy, 5 
muſt at leaſt be acknowledged to be. a fingu- 
lar one. 5 5 5 


Are bie 4 windy Chole.· 
. Suck a healthy woman daily; 3 this (eye : | 
Mr. Welley) was tried 1 my father.” Pe, 


Should you, my dear 3 be e . 
of peruſing a variety of remedies, equally | 


= /udicious as well as efficacious with thoſe of 


Mr. Weſley, you will meet with ample fatis- 
faction by turning to Dom Pernety' 5 Voyage Fe 
3 UN the. Falkland Wands, Page I 15 53 to 162. 
= qu arto edition. . 


Some of the receipts there inſerted : are fo 
truly curious, I can ſcarce refrain from treat- f 
ing you with a ſpecimen or two, but ſome 
b of them being very indelicate, I muſt take 3 
0 care in ſelecting, for, like Simpkin, (304 1 th9ed perm 
L "=p, 
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« I pity the ladies ſo modeſt and nice.” · 


Take the two following, one being no 
doubt an effectual remedy for a grievous com- 
: plaint of that uſeful quadruped the horſe ; the 
other at leaſt equally certain for the cure of 
one of the moſt dangerous diſorders human 
; nature is ſubjec to. 


Jo Cure a Foundered Horſe,” “ 


"oo Let him take one or two ſpoonfuls of 


rr 


common elt! in half a punt of water 


= For a malignant Fever.” 


„A Hire tench applied to the fect for 
: rivelve hours, then buried quietly, or thrown : 
down the bone of Me, ad the patient : will 


. foon recover,” 5 


* Vw 


It ws a cireumſtance peculiarly happy | 
= for the practitioners of phyſic, though no 
doubt a terrible misfortune to the Public, 
=, that the difference in religious principles of 
theſe two reverend gentlemen proved an 
effectual bar to the union of their medical 
| aiitics, which N ſo exactiy correſpon- 
dent; 


= horrid monſter diſeaſe might by this time 


Hz Rev. Dr. Fordyce, in a late Publication, 
cramp, as delicate as efficacious. . 

1 cenſuring Mr. Weſley for Stepping out of his 
ne, when at the very moment I am com- 


1 judgment upon the ſcience of phyſic.—1 


offended, tis the only ſcrap of Latin I ſhall 


$ the event has proved | it otherwiſe, and 1 flat- 


5 ter my ſelf every candid and judicious perſon 


A capable of judging will think with me on the 
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dent; had ſuch an event taken place, that 

E have been baniſhed from the earth, and the 
ſons of Aiculapius would be doomed to feed 


on their own. compoſitions or ſtarve! The 


has alſo given the world a remedy for the 
Das here, 15 think I 6. you ſmile at ay 


mitting the 8 | error by obtruding my 


© ſhall only reply, Many thought TI did the : 
= fame when I commenced bookſeller : : anda 
friend once taught me the adage, (be not 


give yo * Ne Sutor ultra crepidam. dle 


L above ſubject. And I alſo muſt inform you, 
9 that in one diſorder 1 have been ſucceſsful 
1 even in phyſic. The fad is this: : Mrs. 
V ee T * Tack 


8 * 


| loſt to her family, ſhe having had the droply I 
two years, by my deſire took broom tea, a b- 


5 miraculous cures, witchoraft, and many other 


* 323 1 . Fer I : 2 
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Lackington . m times been cured 
of the dropſy 1 in the cheſt, by broom tea; 
1.5 preſeribed it to others, nor has it once 
failed. The laſt inſtance was in 1792, a 
young lady, an only daughter, being nearly 


little at a time, once or twice a day, weak 
or ſtrong as ſhe could bear. She continued 
this for ſeveral months, by which the per- 
fectly recovered her health, and I hope the 
will ſoon have a good | huſband, and get ano- 


ther kind of ah But to reſume * 
varrative. 


What; a pity . Goh 2 8 as Mr. 
| Weſley was, upon the whole, ſhould have FE 
been x dupe and a rank enthuſiaſt ! ! A believer . 
in dreams, viſions, immediate revelations, 


ridiculous abſurdities, as appears from many 
paſſages of his Journals. to the great diſgra 
of his abilities and learning; which puts one 
in mind of Ceſar, who in his commentaries 
vr ns gps makeraf engines; af 
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1 periander, who although he was an excellent. . 

| phyſician, quitted phyſic to write bad verſes; 
Sir Iſaac Newton's Expoſition of the Revela- 
tions, Milton's Paradiſe Regained, Dr. John- 

ſon's unmanly and childiſh Devotions, &c. 

&c. and (to compare ſmall things. with | 


greater) J. L's s turning author. 


* This ven $ fault, by S praiſes fred, 
g C He ſeveral parts at try'd, in each admir'd ; 
| 5: That Verro was not ev'ry way complete, 
„was long unknown, and might have been ſo yet. 
= 0 But—mad, th' unhappy man purſu'd, 
e That only thing heav'n meant he never mould; 
And thus his proper road to fame neglected, 
« He's ö for that he but elfefted, * Datacovars”” 


. I inet, 1 think we may ſafely affirm 
1 that Mr. Weſley was 2 good ſincere and honeſt 
one, who denied himſelf many things; and 
really thought that he diſregarded the praiſe 3 
Y and blame of the world, when he was more E 
courted, reſpected, and followed than any i 
man living, and he ruled over a hundred 
and twenty thouſand people with an abſolute 
way, and the love of power ſeems to have 2 
been the ; main bring of all his actions. * ; = 
5 am 


rf 2, 
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am inclined to believe that his death will be 
attended with conſequences feht "TY 
lar to thoſe which followed the death of 
Alexander the Great. His ſpiritual generals * 
will be putting in their pretenſions, and ſoon : 
. divide „their maſler s conqueſts. His death 
happened at a time rather critical to the 
methodiſts, as the Sweden bor gians, or | New 
Feruſalemifls, are gaining ground very faſt, © 
- Many of the methodiſts, both preachers and 


hearers, are already gone over to their party, 


| many more will now, undoubtedly, follow ; 
and the death of that great female champion 
of methodiſm, the Counteſs of Huntingdon, 
5 which has ſince happened, will in all proba- 
ug bility « occaſion another conſiderable defection 
Fs J from that branch of methodiſts, and an addi- 
=: tional reinforcement to the Swedenborgians ; 
"I. proof of the fondneſs of mankind for no- 
ID velty, and the marvellous, even in a religious 5 


: matters. 


_ Great diſcoveries and improvements have 
| : 5 of late years been made 1 in various branches 
7 of the arts and ſciences ; but valuable and 
important 


„Ur or ]. LACKINGTON., 32 


. 


| important as theſe diſcoveries are, how 
trifling do they appear, when compared wah 


the aſtoniſhing and wonderful diſcoveries 5 


which have been made by the Swedenbor- 
glans, who are, it ſeems, Beyond a doubt, 


« the only | true church of God ;”? by them the 


6 true ſcience of t the language of correſpondence” 
is diſcovered, ſo that mankind are no longer 


left in the dark; the divine arcana is now 


laid open, and myſteries are no longer mg 


ſteries. Godin me ſpeaks to God in you ; * 


I ſo that I can talk to you of feaſting on cha- gry 


riots and horſes, and be perfectly underſtood. 1 


3 And although they read any chapter 1 in the 
3 Bible, without exception, publicly in the 


congregations, yet the moſt prudiſh lady, or 


W the moſt delicate virgin, do not bluſh for 


being quite ſpiritual, and being acquainted 


with the © zrue language of correſpondence.” 


1 


3 They never notice indelicate expreſſions, 
being wholly occupied in applying the ſpi- 


ritual correſponding words. | Theſe, my 


& | friend, are glorious diſcoveries indeed. And 
| what a pity it is that ſo many thouſand pious ; 


learned men ſhould have wilted | Þ > ch 
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= time i in endeavouring to explain the myſte 
| rious parts of the Prophets and the Revela. 
tions to no purpoſe, but to make work for 
bookſellers. It was very providential for 
them that the Swedenborgians did not appear 
in the more early ages of the church; but a 
5 very great loſs to mankind in general; the 
more ſo, as it ſeems the great man, after 
whom the ſect are named, compoſed the 
wbole of his numerous works under the 
immediate guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
are more valuable than the Bible. 1 muſt 
Juſt take notice of another wonderful com · 
ern 


= Init beginning of the year 1786, 2 
_ range ſect of religious fanatics ſprung up 
Eo near Dumfrize in Scotland ; the firſt of 
-- whom ſeems to have been a Lady Buchan, 
as from her they were called Buchanites. 
"= They were but few in number, and all lived 
in one houſe together, both men and women, | 
aud had all things in common. In 1791 an 

| Engliſhman of ſome property joined their 
50 Webety, and . all that he had to che 
common 


1 


5 "RR 


proclaimed | a faſt, which was to be ſtrietly Ee” 


5 ing to the Engliſhman, ſo that after he had 


ſtock of the holy community 3 but the ſheriff 
informed him, that as it was a free gift, it 


Z Holy Spirit, and i in that character applied to 


want of faith; and when Lady Buchan died, 


1 claring that ſhe could not be dead: under 
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common ſtock, The next day La dy Buchan - | | 
kept for fix weeks ; this was no ways pleaſ- 


faſted two days, he applied to the ſheriff, in 
order to recover his property from out of the 


was not in his Parr, to recover it. 
"Jo den at times 05 herſelf the 


many people in order. to make them con- 
verts to this new ſect. ng; 


The chief article of thelr faith was, that x; N 
they ſhould never taſte of death, but ſhould 

be tranſlated, and when any one of them 
happened to die, the reſt ſaid that it was for i 


they inſiſted on keeping her unburied, de- 


this aſſurance the was kept a long time: the  " 
magiſtrates however at laſt had her buried by ww 4 
IR to Prevent f bad conſequence that I 
might. 


2 4A 
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5 might mile from the horrid ſtench, which 
began to make the neighbourhood _ 
. 8 33 


A little before "the Spire, ta called ber | 
followers near her, and informed them, that 
the had a ſecret to communicate to them, i 
which was, that ſhe was the Virgin Mary, 
the real mother of Jeſus; ; the ſame woman 
8 mentioned in the Revelations as being clothed 
with the ſun, &c. Who was driven into the 
wilderneſs; ; that ſhe had been wandering in 
the world ever ſince our Saviour's days; that 
though ſhe here appeared to die, they need 
not be diſcouraged, for ſhe would only leep 
a a little, and in a ſhort time viſit them: again, 
an conduct them to the New Jeruſalem, 


— ; 


— * had this curious account from ſome gentle · 
men in Scotland, except that part where ſhe 

calls herſelf the Virgin, which 1 added from 

5 the Bee for July, N 


A * time ha Mr. Welley 8 chapel 

was finiſhed in the City Road, an old gen- 
ou tleman was buried ! in the burial ground be- 
7 hind 


LIFE OF J.-LACKINGTON. 315 
Nod it, Who on his death- bed inforwes his | 
wife, that he ſhould ſoon come to life again; 
on Which aceount the door of the vault was 
not faſtened, and the old lady Paid him a2 
viſit every day, to ſee if he was come to lite, 
and in this. practice did ſhe continue two 
years, when the poor old lady paid him ber 
laſt viit, and was laid 0 his hide. 1 
I will make dome farther remarks on WY 
2 methodiſts i in my next. 
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48. 77 ee L ETTER XXX. 


= ae b Wa therel, "ths 
„ Appear with belly gaunt, and famiſh'd Wk 
Never was fo deform'd a babe of grace.” Daros x. 


83 
: 


9 r — 'Olios made of conflagration, 

: * 7 * Of gulphs, of brimſtone, and damnation, 

5 "Fs Eternal torments, furnace, worm, 
* Hell-fire, a whirlwind, and a ſlorm; 
With Mammon, Satan, and perdition, 

=. * And Belxebub to help the diſh on; 

SZ es 1 Belial, and Luci ifer, and all _ - 

S 10 The nicknames which Old Nick we call,” 2 LLorp. 


= DEAR FRIEND, 1 
= Arrrovon d Mr. Weſley | 


was s poſſeſſed of a very great ſhare both of 
natural and acquired abilities, yet I ſuppoſe 

it ſcarcely neceſſary to inform you, that this 

c is by no means the caſe with his preachers : 

in general; for although there are amongſt 
them ſome truly ſenſible, intelligent men, 
yet the major part are very ignorant and ex- 
| I = illiterate 2 many of theſe excellent 


— ſpiritual guides. cannot read a chapter in 
1 the 
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the bible, though containing the deep myſte- 


ries which they have the raſhneſs and pre- 
ſumption to pretend to explain. Many others f 


cannot write their own names. : 


1 A motly crew, from various callings ſprung, 
| « Some of you have been gipſies, others ſailors; j 
Some drays have whiſtling driven, or carts of dung, 
4 And others mighty barbers been and taylors. | 
| Mar. BRAMBLE, 5 


But ſo great! is che! ignorance of Mr. Weſley's . 
| people! in general, that they often neglect the 
I more rational and ſenſible of their preachers, 
q and are better pleaſed with ſuch as are even 
; deſtitute of common ſenſe; really believing 
1 | that the incoherent nonſenſe which they from 
1j time to time pour forth, is dictated by the 
E | Holy Spirit. | As theſe noiſy deelaimers | 
never ſeruple to call themſelves the ſer- 
W vants of the moſt high God, 5 Ambaffadors 
om heaven, &c. Peter Pindar, ſpeaking of 
one of that ſtamp, ſeems to think that if he . 
Nas: ſent from God, heaven had made a bad 
Ws take his own words. 

9 5 Whene'er I hear that upid parton Hu. 

F So 15 houſe with ev'ry nonſenſe fill, 
Aud when with blaſphemy each ſentence ent 5 


v 8 | «And 
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85 And when I hear the impoſtor cry, 


« Pye news, you raggamuffins, from the ſky; 
« I'm come to tell ye, that you'll all be damn'd : 
© I'm come from God, ye ſtrumpets come from Godas | 


« I'm God almighty's ſervant=hear my voice. 55 
Which if it were ſo, would be vaſtly odd, 
ee Since Heavy” n would ſhow bad n! in the choice,” 


It; 18 dues obferrable, that the more 1 
norant people are, the more confidence they 
poſſeſs. This confidence, or impudence, paſſes 
with the vulgar, as a mark of their being 1 in 
the right; and the more tlie ignorance of 
the preachers is diſcovered, the more are they 

brought down to their own ſtandard. Again, 
the more ignorant preachers having very con- 
tracted ideas of real religion and manly vir 

tue, of courſe ſupply the want of it with 
ridiculous fuſs. about trifles, which paſle 
with the 1 ignorant for a more ſanctified de 

Portment,.. and hence ariſes much of the 
miſchief which has been ſo juſtly chargedo! 
the methodiſts. For by making the path t 
a heaven ſo very narrow, and beſet With ten | 
| thouſand bugbears, many deſpairing to b 
ever able to walk in it, have thrown off | 
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| religion and morality, and ſunk into the 
abyſs of vice and wickedneſs. Others have 
their tempers ſo ſoured as to become loft to 
all the tender connexions of huſband, wife, 
father, child, &c. really believing that they 
are literally to hate father, mother, &c. for 
Chriſt's fake. Thus 1 is ſweet domeſtic peace | 
3 and happineſs for ever blaſted. £ 


" Enlivening hope, and fond defire, : 


3 60 Reſign the heart to ſpleen and care; 
os Scarce frighted love maintains her fire, ; EE 
NET. And 88 ſaddens to deſpair,” Da, Jon vox. 


] Many have i in a fit of deſpondency put a 
I period to their exiſtence, it having become a 
E burthen too intolerable to be borne, Some 
© have been ſo infatuated with the ider f 
3 faſting to mortify the fleſh, that their ſtrict 
1 perſeverance in it has been productive of the 
1 moſt ſerious conſequences : : Two inſtances of 
I which lately occurred in one family, in the 


ber ſenſes, and the maid /iterall ly faſted herſelf 
9 to death; and Bedlam and private mad- 6 
. houſes now contain many very melancholy 

. iateaces of the dreadful effects of religious 
3 „ . : 


City Road—The miſtreſs Was deprived of n 2 
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deſpondency; not to mention the hundreds 
that have died. from time to time in ſuch 
places, and the numerous ſuicides which 


have been traced to the ſame ſource. 


I knew one man who for many years be- 
lieved himſelf to be the Holy Ghoſt, and 
x endeavoured to make his acquaintance believe 

the fame : in other reſpects he 9 8 to 
: be 1 in his right ſenſes. 


Mr. Bentley ſays in his letter to the 
members of the houſe of commons, dated 
* 12th, 1791, that although he had a 
fortune of one thouſand. pounds, and natu- 
"pills; liked good living, - yet that he lived on 
| horſe. and aſs, fleſh, barley bread, Rinking 
butter, &c. and when he found that his eat 
ing ſuch things gave offence to his neigh 
bours, he left off eating aſs fleſh, and only 
lived on vegetables, as the common ſort of 
food by their dearneſs hurt his conſcience. 


A few years ſince 1 ſaw in a field not ſeven 
miles from China-hall, Mr. Taylor, a ſhip 


carpenter N 


4 4 „ 2 1 I 4 5 
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carpenter, of Deptford, toſſing up. his bible | 
in the air. This he often repeated, ard 
raved at a. ſtrange rate. Amongſt other 
things, (pointing to a building at ſome 
| diſtance) « That (faid he) is the | devil's N 
| houſe, | and it ſhall not ſtand three days 
longer!“ On the third day after this I ſaw 

with ſurprize an account in one of the pub- 


lic papers of that very building having been 
ſet on fire, and burnt to the ground; ; and 
thus the Poor itinerant diſciples of Theſpis 


loſt the whole of their wardrobe and 5 
fenery. : 


This religious maniac ſoon after preached 85 
very often in Smithfield and Moorfields ; ; but . 
he did not wholly depend on the oper ations | 


of the Holy Spirit, as at laſt he ſeldom be- 8 


gan to preach until he was nearly drunk, or —— 
filled with another kind of ſpirit, and then -:- 
he x was AS very powerful preacher indeed.” 1 


Great were his ods: his eyes whh; hallow dare 
Deep, deep within the burning ſockets rod, 
Like Gorgon's creſt, or ſtern Alectos hair, 
His tempeſt- beaten locks ere and bold, 2 IS 
With horrid ſhade his temples ſeem'd to fold, 5 2 2 : 
25 His beard, the reſt conceal'd, a black ail = ER f : noo 
Onno enz <7 
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But the good man happening ſeveral times 
to exert himſelf rather too much, had nearly 
tumbled headlong out of his portable pul. 
pit ; theſe accidents the mob uncharitably af 
cribed to the liquor that he had drank, and 
5 with mud, ſtones, dead cats, &c. drove him 
off every time he came, until at laſt our 


preacher. took his leave of them with ſaying, 

* that he perceived it was in vain to attempt 
their converſion, as he ſaw that God had 
given them over to the hardneſs of their 
; hearts,” * 


2 mult inform you that this devout zealous 
preacher lived many years before this, and 
ſome years after, with a very holy ſiſter, 
and begot ſons and daughters, without being 
brought into bondage, by ſubmitting to the 
carnal ordinance of marriage, 1 have been 
lately informed, that his enthuſiaſm and ſuper- 
ſtitiop, at laſt, entirely deprived him of the 
ſmall remains of reaſon, and that he died in 
” private mad-houſe, 


- 


But 


e 


4 * 


£2 


them, yet other ſpiritual knights-errant were 


not wanting, fo that a little time before the 
heaps of ſtones which lay for years in Moor- . 
fields were removed, for the purpoſe of baild. 


ing on the ſpot, J have ſeen five or fix in a 


day preaching their! initiation ſermons from : 


thoſe elevated ſituations, until they could 


collect a ſufficient ſum of money to purchaſe 
pulpits. Some of theſe excellent preachers 8 
received the whole of their divine education — 
and took up their degrees in Moorfields, and 5 | 
in due time, after having given ample and 
fatisfaQory proofs of being properly quali- 
fied, have been admitted to profefiorthips 1 in 


the noble College ſituated on the ſouth fide 


of thoſe fields, generally known by the name 
of Bedlam. You muſt know, Sir, that many _— 
of the lazy part of the community ſet up _— 
ſtalls i in Moorfields to buy and ſell apples, 52 
old! iron, Kc. ſev eral of theſe. having heard 
ſuch edifying diſcourſes frequently | repeated | 
% 88 they ſat at their ſtalls, and obſerving the 
ſucceſs which thoſe kind of Preachers met 


with, boldly reſolved to make trial of their 
1 4 ET Sag. 
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But although this holy man deſerted 


13 * ** -» 
„„ 
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ſpiritual gifts on the heaps of ſtones, and 
have now totally abandoned their ſtalls, and 
are bone forth as ambaſſadors of heaven. 


hu poor Cxiſpin crazy for the praiſe, 
„Of pulpit eloquence, to preach eſſays, 
« His 'prentice clerk ; his cobbling tool his ſtage 3 + 
5 Flies to the fields with tabernacle rage! 
» With Rowland's {kill erects his orbs of fi zoht, 
Or turns them raviſh'd! on the inward light! 
„New faith, all ſaving faith, proclaims aloud ! 
| « Now deals damnation to the trembling crowd, 
v0: Aﬀk'd why for preaching he deſerts his ſtall, 
=o * (Bred at Moorfields, or Tot' nham) hear him baw), 
5 Becauſe as how I ſeels I has a call.“ | 


Bvszy' 8 Age of Genius, 


One of theſe who cannot read, lately in⸗ 


g formed me, that he had quitted all temporal | 
concerns for tHe good of poor ignorant fin» 


ners. 


; Jobo Turpin, a waiter of an Inn at Dart- 
- mouth, ſome time late! in 1791, made free 


With ſome of his maſter? J plate, and was : 


| whipped at the tail of a cart round the town, 
after which he went to Totneſs, about 12 
miles from Dartmouth, and commenced me- 
© thodit preacher; and a few months after 


Fa) 
he 


. 
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he had the aſſurance to return to Dart- 


: preach what he was pleaſed to call the goſ- = 
pel, and in that capacity he ſoon collected 
together as great a number of people round 
his pulpit as before he had done round his 


mouth to proclaim his converſion, and to 


cart, and among others he made a convert of 


the clerk of the pariſh, who entertained him 
in his houſe at free coſt. Some time this rs 
ſpring (1 1792) as he was one Sunday morning 
going towards the church with the clerk, he "ng 
pretended to be ſeized on a ſudden with grip- 
ing pains, and told the clerk that he muſt 
go back, on which the old fool of a clerk 
gave bim the key of his houſe, and alſo : a key | 
ofa cloſet where he kept ſome brandy, and 
adviſed him to go and take a glaſs. On the 
old man's return from church, he miſſed a 
J - watch, and on farther ſearch he miſled ano- 
* ther watch, and upwards of twenty guineas. | 
3 in gold. And as the preacher was not to be 
pound, he hired horſes, and with a conſtable 
ſet off in purſuit of this heavenly minded raſ- 
1 cal, and about fifteen miles from Dartmouth : 


tay: 
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they tool him, with the whole of the pro- 


* ; 
* "£7 * 
: 2 6 | 
— 


. on him. 


W Exeter Aſſizes | in | March he was tried, Z 
8 found guilty and condemned to be hung; but 


was reprieved, and is fince ſent to Botany-Bay, 


where perhaps he may have addreſs enough 


"ay get himſelf made. chaplain to Barring- 


3 | ton. As on his trial he told the judge, that if 
Mg he would ſend him to Botany-Bay, he would 


do much towards the glory of God, in ſending 
one among the abandoned trauſports, ho 
could call them to repentance, and bring 


them to Chriſt the friend of the chief of 


ſinners. | 


3 1 But before 1 take my leave of the e ſubjeR, 
| I will in few words inform you how Uthe 
; preachers were governed and ſupported. 
* Mt. Weſley every year ordered the major | 
b* | part of his travelling preachers . in Great 
9 | Britain and Ireland, which were upwards of 
GE = two bundred ! in number, to meet together, 
3 one year at London, the next at Briſtol, and | 
1 "the eint at Mancheſter; this meeting 
5 5 
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he called a conference. At thoſe conferences, 
the «buſineſs of the whole ſociety Was 
tranſacted, new preacliers admitted, and 
ſome turned off, or ſilenced; complaints 
| heard, differences adjuſted, Kc. Mr. Weſley 
3 having divided Great Britain into circuits, at 
thoſe conferences, he appointed the preach- 5 
ers to every circuit for the following year; 
and as he well Knew the general want of abi- 
lities among his preachers, he limited their 


and ſo in ſome meaſure, made up the want 
of abilities by variety, moſt of thoſe circuits 
had three or four preachers every year, and 
in many country places, they had but one 


ſo that each preacher preached about twelve 8 
ſermons in the year (ſometimes it may bs © 
| twenty) at each place. In every circuit wes 
of the preachers was called the afliſtant ; 


| him the various contributions were paid, 15 


unworthy of bearing the high appellation of... 
a methogiſt, . Fach 


time of preaching 1 in one circuit to a year, | 


ſermon a week from the travelling preachers,  =_ 


: of him might be had any of Mr. Weſley s..- 
Publications, He alſo admitted new mem- = 


| bers, or turned out any Who were judged = 


rk or if! LACKINGTON. 


BE Each itinerant preacher had a horſe found 
BY bim, which, with himſelf, is maintained by 


ſome brother or ſiſter wherever they go, as 
1 the preachers do not put up at any inn, and 


yet they have as regular ſtages to call at as 
the coaches have, they having made converts 
at convenient diſtances in moſt parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland. N 


Fach trorelling preacher was then allowed 
eder pounds a year, to find himſelf cloaths, 
pay turnpikes, &c. beſides what they could 


1 get privately out of the old women's pockets. 
3 But beſides thoſe circuit-preachers, there 
3 2 were in the year 1790, in Europe and Ame- 
ih "IP rica, thirteen or fourteen hundred,“ of local 
Is . holdefsforth, Who do not preach out of their 
3 = | own neighbourhood, and thoſe in general 
* 5 are the nioſt | Wadrain of all. 


Many of the circuit- preachers only travel 


bu they can marry a rich widow, or ſome | 
= ignorant youn g convert with money, which 
= bas often been the cauſe of great unhap- 
1 ; * 5 in mah reſpectable families. e 


following g 
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E. following poetical deſcription of the metho- 5 = 
1 diſt preachers, is ſo much to my Purpoſe, - 

that I muſt inſert | * | W 


: oo Every PAP IO will commence 1 ol 
«© Orator, without mood or tenſe; ä 
cc Pudding i is pudding fill they know, CIR... 
«© Whether it has a plum or no. 

« go, tho! the preacher have no ſkill, 
ws A ſermon is a ſermon ſtill, # 


* The Bricklay'r throws his trowel by. 
And now builds manſions in the y: 
&« The Cobler, touch'd with Holy za 5 e 
« Flings his old goes and loft vnde,; 5 8 "0 
And now devoutly ſets * 22 pork — Ml 

* Cobbling of feels that n- er wear u, 7 

The Baker now a preacher grown, bg, ; 5 . 2 

3 « Finds man lives not by bread alone, | | 78 Y 

2 3 And now his cuſtomers he feeds 5 7 . a 28 3 

4 i With pray'rs, with /ermoxs, gran, and, erecds; 232 

The Tixmen, mov'd by warmth within, \ ©, ©" 

„Hammer. the goſpel juſt like tin; 5 6; e - 3 MA 
* Weavers inſpir'd, their Puttles leave, 3 
- 5 Sermons and flimſy hymns to weave ; 7 3 
« Barbers unreap'd will leave the chin, 


” 


. 
1 
3 
3 
J 


1 2 To trim, and ſhave the may, .within "—_ ; ET, | 5 i 
by, > 5506 The Waterman forgets his whery, e 
5 And opens a celeftial ferry ; 8 
„ The Brenver, bit by frenzy's grub, 
The maſßbing for the preaching tub 


= > 


Reſigns, thoſe waters to explore, 2 8 ot 8 e 5 _ 
20 Which if you drink, you thirſt no more; 1 
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e The Gard'ner, weary of his trade, 
= « Tir'd of the mattock and the ſpade, | 
« Chang'd to Apollos in a trice, 
% Waters the plants of paradiſe ; a 
. The Fiſherman no longer ſet 
% For ge the meſhes of their net, 
| * But catch, like Peter, men of ſin, 


7 « For Dn to take them in,” | 


I now take a final leave of methodiſm, 


with aſſuring you, that in giving a general 


. idea of the tenets ad practices of a numerous 
ſect who have excited much public attention, 

1 have invariably had! in view to ſpeak of 

: them as they are, nothing to extenuate, nor 
ſet down aught in malice.” Should vou 
wiſh to ſee the errors of the methodiſts Pa- 
ticularly expoſed, you may read Biſnop 

Lavington's . Enthuſiaſm of the methodiſts 
and baptiſts compared. ” It is eſteemed a very 
good work, it will amuſe as well as inſtruct 
IE yo. In my next, I: intended to have re- 
ſumed the account of my own affairs; ; but 
2 an extraordinary publication will tempt me 
ID to add one letter more on the methodiſts, 


7 am, dear Friend, yours. 


IErren 


* 
. 
IS 


5 


> e RNs 


ce Religion, faire maid on earth, 
As meek as good, who drew her breath 
From the bleſt union when in heaven, 
« Pleaſure was bride to virtue ww; 3 
« Religion ever pleas'd to pray, 
« Poſleſs'd the precious gift one day; * 
en Hypocriſy, of Cunning born, 
68 ' Crept i in and ſole 1 it ere the morn,” 2 


cnncaige. 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


Arrroven 45 was ; many. 
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years in connexion with Mr. Weſley? s peo- 
ple, it ſeems, according to a pamphlet pub- | 
liſhed a few months after the two firſt editions 1 
15 als my Memoirs, that I was but ſuperficially ac- 5 
1 quainted with Mr. Welley and his preacher 8. 
THe pamphlet is entitled, 4 A Letter to the 0 
Rev. T. Coke, LL. D. and Mr. H. Moore.” 
= To which 1 is added, An Appeal and Re- — 
T monſtrance to the People called M ethodiſts, 5 _ 
7: by : an old Member of the Society.“ ” This old = 
member informs us, that be has been ac cg 


1 | 7 auainteck == 
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| quainted with the methodiſts twenty- eight 
x” years, and if their preachers are but half as 
bad as he has drawn them, they are a de- 


teſtable ſet of fly deceiving villains. The 
letter was occaſioned by Dr. Coke and Mr, 


Moore” s propoſals for publiſhing Mr. Weſley's 


Life, in oppoſition to that advertiſed (under 
the ſanction of the exccutors) to be written 


by Dr. Whitehead. 


And we are informed rhat after Mr. 


| ; Weſley": s manuſcripts and private papers had 
been given up to Dr. Whitehead, and the 
Doctor appointed to write his Life, and 
this Life announced to the public by the 


executors as the only authentic work, on 


2 miſunderſtanding taking place between 
Dr. Whitehead and the preachers, be- 
cauſe the Doctor would not ſubmit his 
work to be inſpected, Laltered, &. and alſo 
becauſe the Doctor would not conſent to 
give to the preachers at the conference, 
2 "B+ ap the whole of the profits derived from ; 
his labours, they then ſent a circular letter 


| bigned - 


e 


ſigned by nine of their head preachers, to 


IzY Coke and Mr. Moore. 


1 
. S . 
J * 5 OV 7 * 
S 
n 
9 55 SA; 
85 3&4; 
CODE: Je 


was a great man is an undeniable. truth ; 


vg . 

Fore 
+} * 

_—_— 

Wn 

. N ? I - s O 182. 
_— 

Dr 0 
3 n 

3 
. A F * 5 1 


School; the Rev. A. Tooke, the author of the 


hem. Mr. Tooke once accidentally broke in 


pon him when in the middle of an oration, and 


R i 2 
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all their ſocieties, and adviſe them to return . 
the fubſeriptions that they had taken for Decor 
Whitehead”s Life of Mr. We ley, and to proture 5 
all the ſubſcriptions in their power for another 
Life of Mr. We ey, to be written by Dr. 


1 The following « quotations I Wk i 
9 pleaſe. you, page 8, Kc. by That Mr. Welley 


VP that 1 18 e Great amongſt little 


= « ' Nothing can exhibit his character as an 
F ambitious man, more than the following anecdote, 

1 which I can give from the moſt authentic autho- 
f ol When a boy he was in the Charter-Houſe To 


aus eon, was then maſter, and obſerving that 15 
| b his pupil, who was remarkably forward in his FP 
F: A ſtudies, yet he conſtantly aſſociated with the 

E 55 Inferior claſſes, and it was his cuſtom to be ſur- 

ES ounded by a number of the little boys, baranguing 12 


I G4. 1 
1 18 5 


nterrupted him, by deſiring him to follow him to 
he parlour, Mr. Weſley, offended by being thus 
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abruptly deprived of an opportunity of diſplaying 
his ſuperior abilities, obeyed his maſter very re. 
luctantly. When they had got into the parlour 
Mr. Tooke ſaid to him: © John, I wonder that 
you who are ſo much above the lower forms 
ſhould conſtantly affociate with them, for you | 
ſhould now conſider yourſelf as a man, and affect 
the company of the bigger boys, who are your 
equals.” Our hero, who could hardly Rifle his 
reſentment whilſt his maſter ſpoke, boldly repli- 
ed :—** Better to rule in bell, than ferve in heaven.” 


I; Mr. Tooke Sifmilſed his 8 with this re- 
markable obſervation to the aſſiſtant maſter, — 
That boy though deſigned for the Church wil 
never get a living in it: for his ambitious ſoul 
will never acknowledge a ſuperior, or be confined 
to a e, 


$6 That My was ſuperior to the prejudices | ie 
unculcated to his followers, and with what con- 
_ tempt he ſometimes treated the lay- preachers, the 
following will ſhew.—Being at ſupper one Sunday 
night, (a ſhort time before his death) with ſeveral 
of the preachers, one of them obſerved that 
whenever Mr. Weſley travelled, he was always 
invited to the houſes of the neighbouring nobt- 
lty and gentry ; but when the preachers trav elled, 
no notice was taken of them, which he could no- 


account for. Mr. Weſley replied, It was the 
24 | \v ay 


+: 
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away of the world to court the great, but I fay, love 


. 7» 


Y hearty * at their ERPENES.* | 


28. F aith 1 1s the ground-work of (metho- 


. ditt) evidence—it precludes the neceſſity of 


We 
J; 


j more of its votaries to Bedlam than to hea- 


unintelligible jargon of myſtical nonſenſe, 


2 
w .+.- : wp 


4 me love my dog! enjoying 118 triumph with a 


4 After this old member 8 letter comes his 5 
fry and Remonſtrance to the Methodiſts, 

| | which, as coming from an old methodiſt, - 

contains ſome very extraordinary affertions 8 

I = facts, and letters more extraordinary. 1 


MH ſhall give you ſome extracts from it in page 


every virtue—it 1s to be feared it has ſent 
en-—is to wiſe men a ſtumbling block, an 


| which common ſenſe and common n honeſty 5 


Nl | z Page 30, &c. «It has horn computed that the 5 
: contributions raiſed among the members of the 5 
icerent ſocieties 1 in Great Britain and Ireland for 
Uhele laſt ten years, has amounted to no lefs than 
FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS 
per annum. It has been further proved that 
bout one cighth part of his Tum 1 1s appropriated 
= Ro r 
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to the purpoſes for which it was raiſed, and the 
remainder is diſpoſed of at the diſcretion of the 
conference, the preachers, and the ftewards. This 
calculation does not include the enormous ſums 


known to be raiſed privately by the influence of 


the preachers 1 in their reſpective circuits, under 
the various pretenſions of diſtreſs, &c. 


40 However, I do not pretend to vouch for the 
accuracy of this calculation, yet I think it by no 
means exaggerated, What has come within my 


own knowledge I can aſſert with confidence, and 


1 challenge any one to refute it. . 5 


Of King uad geben 1 cen peak; with cer- 
tainty : for this foundation, many thouſands have 


been raiſed which never were, and I] behere 


never were intended to be applied, to that charity. 
During eight years that I was at Kingſwood, it 
not only ſupported it elf, but produced a con- 
fiderable annual N e 


00 Ode 91 the Welter 51 King's 8 School, being 
| Mot in his accounts, he was judged an im- 
proper perſon to enjoy any place of truſt; and 
Was accordingly diſmiſſed, and appointed to 1 
circuit as a travelling preacher—but any will d 
for that, who has but inpudence and bypocr! 1 
no matter whether he poſſeſſes a grain of bon) 
Now if this was the cale with reſpe& to King 


wood 
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wood, may we not conclude that the ſame. ini- 
quitous principle pervaded the adminiſtration of ; 
the finances 1n all the different ho ark canal * 


page 38. Kc. 0 how long, ye ſheep, wal ye 


| 5 be the prey of wolves, who fleece and devour you 


5 2 
5 
Lt 
. 
MR 


3 4 
| 1 


C 
V 
\- 


Ng BOTS WM 


3 their conſequences. This I will endeavour to . 


at pleaſure! and, ye fools, be the en of 80 
and hypocriſy ? | 


the Open your eyes, and bebold the ae ad 
hypocrite unmaſked, in inſtances of the moſt fla- 
gitious crimes, and deeds of the blackeſt dye! 
| perpetrated by wretches, whom you tamely ſuffer. 
to devour your ſubſtance, and whom you cheer- 
fully contribute to ſupport in idleneſs and luxury, 
which brings into contempt the goſpel, and whoſe 
example has done more harm to religion, than 
that of the moſt abandoned and profligate open 


ſinner: admitting at the ſame time that there ſoo 


may be, and I hope there are, ſome honeft and 
ſincere men amongſt chem. 


« To begin then with the late Rey. 1.5 W efley. 5 


3 As the founder and head, he muſt be conſidered 
0 as the primum mobile, or firſt mover of this mighty 
4 machine of hypocriſy, fraud, and Villain! Jet 
were his motives originally laudable in their in- 
tention, virtuous in their object, but unhappy in 


make appear, by an impartial review of his life | 
1 character, and conduct. I flatter myſelf: that 7. 


1 ra 


| amn In ſome mea'ure qualified, being totally Ai 


X 


133 = 
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veſted of prejudice, and having no All either in 
| repreſenting him as a ſaint'or a devil. 


e From what I have _ obſerved during near 
twenty-eight years that I have known him, I 
have uniformly found him ambitious, imperi- 
ous, and poſitive even to obſtinacy. His learn- 
ing and knowledge various and general, but ſu- 
5 perficial; his judgment too haſty and deciſive to 
be always juſt—his penetration acute: yet was 
he conftantly the dupe to his credulity and his 
2 unaccountable and univerſal good opinion of man- 
kind. Humane, generous, and juſt. In his pri- 
vate opinions liberal to a degree inconſiſtent with 
ſtrict Chriſtianity; in his public declarations rigid 
almoſt to intolerance. From this obſervation of 
the inconſiſtency of his private opinions and pub- 
lic declarations, I have often been inclined ta 
doubt his ſincerity, even in the profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian. faith. In his temper impetuous, and 
impatient of contradiction; but in his heart, a 
ſtranger to malice or reſentment; incapable of 
particular attachment to any individual; he 
knew no ties of blood or claims of kindred ; never 
violently or durably affected by grief, ſorrow, or 
any of the paſſions to which humanity is ſubject; 
ſuſceptible of the groſſeſt flattery, and the moſt ful- 
ſome panegyric was conſtantly accepted and re- 
warded. In his views and expectations, ſanguine 
and unbounded, but e often uppen 
a FER never 
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never ets; of his benevolence and charity | 
much has been ſaid; but it is to be obſerved, be- 
nevolence 1s but a paſſive virtue, and his charity 
was no more than bribery; he knew no other uſe 
of money but to give it away, and he found out 
that an hundred pounds would go farther in half 


crowns than in pounds; ſo that his charity was 


little more than parade, as he hardly ever effen- 
tially relieved an object of diſtreſs : in fact his cha- 
rity was no more than putting his money to in- 
tereſt, as the example excited his followers to the 
practice of the ſame virtue, and doubled their ſub- 

ſcriptions and contributions. In his conſtitution 

warm, and conſequently amorous; in his manner 
of living luxurious and ſtrictly epicurean, and fond : 
of diſhes highly reliſhed, and fond of drinking 
the richeſt wines, in which he indulged often, but 
never to exceſs. He was indebted more to his 
commanding, poſitive, and authoritative manner, 

than to any e n abilities. 


ce Having thus given this outlines of his cha- 


racter, I ſhall only obſerve, that he appears to "4 


have been more a philoſopher than a chriſtian : 
and ſhall then proceed to fome anecdotes and cir- f 
cumſtances which will corroborate my aſſertions, 2 
and ry my concluſion, CT OM 


cc As the work of Ge, as it 1s s called, was the. 
ſphere of action 1 in which he Was mor particularly ö 


„%%%%%%ͤͤ . 
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and conſpicuouſſy engaged, and as 1 have ven- 


| tured to queſtion the ſincerity of his profeſſions, _ 


it is proper that I ſhould ſtate my reaſons for ſo 


- doing. Firſt then of converſion: in the metho- 
 diftical ſenſe of the word, for in the true ſenſe, I 


apprehend to be neither more or leſs, than for- 
ſaking vice and practiſing virtue; but, however, 


the methodiſtical ſenſe imports quite a different 
| thing, and it is in that ſenſe we ſhall view it. 1 


have made it an invariable obſervation, that Mr. 
Weſley, although he was often in the company of 
ſenſible men, who were capable of for ming an 


opinion, and preſumed to judge for themſelves by 


the light of nature, the evidence of the ſenſes, and 


the aid of reaſon and philoſophy; but of ſuch, 


he never attempted the converſion. In his own 
family and amongſt his relations, he never at- 
| tempted, or if he did attempt, he never ſuc- 


i ceeded : except now and then with a female, in 
whom he found a heart ſuſceptible of any impreſ- 


fion he pleaſed to give. It is remarkable, that 


even the children of Mr. C. W. were never con- 


verted—becauſe they, and moſt of his relations, 


x poſſeſſed ſenſe enough to diſcover hypocriſy, and 


bhoneſty enough to reject the advantage they might 


have derived from aſſuming it. But what is ſtill 
more extraordinary; * that out of ſo many 
hundred, who have been educated at King ſcvood, 
in the moſt rigid diſcipline of methodiſm, hardly 
** have embraced their tenets, or become 
| members 
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once effect 


obvious, they were taught too much to imbibe-the 


ridiculous prejudices the founder wiſhed to be 
inſtilled into their minds: philoſophy and metho- 
diſm are utterly incompatible. When the human 
mind is formed by the ſtudy of philoſophy, it ex- 
pands itſelf to the contemplation of things. k | 


be It is true indeed, the wworF was ſometimes at- 
tended with power among the children at King - 
wood, Converſions were frequent; but never dura- 
ble. I myſelf was converted ſome ten or a dozen 
times; but unluckily, my claſs leader was detected d 
in having ſtolen a pair of ſilver buckles. This 
was a dreadful ſtroke to the work, and a glorious 
triumph to the wicked one. The whole fabric of 
faith, grace, and all its concomitant. vices, as 
| bypocriſy, Sc. Sc. experienced a total overthrow ! 
The ſerious boys, as they are called by way of - 
eminence, fell into the utmoſt contempt, and "3, 
ever after, the leader of a claſs was ſtiled Captain 7% 


of the Gang * A convert and a thief, were  Hnoni- 
l mous terms. 


«© A gener 
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= e of the ſociety. The reaſon is pretty 


converſion among the boys, was 8 
the late excellent Mr. Fletcher ; * © 
one poor boy only excepted, who unfortunately 
reliſted the influence of the Holy Spirit; for 
which he was ſeverely flogged, which did not fail 


of the deſired effect, and impreſſed Proper notions 5 
„ 


<< 4 ; 

. * . 
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| 3 
of religion on his mind: Unhappily theſe opera- 


tions of the Spirit, though violent, were but of 


ort duration. 5 


. As the converſion of men and 1 women is a 
more ſerious concern than that of children, I will 
deſcribe one, to which I was an eye witneſs 
among the poor Colliers at Kingſwood. One 
of thoſe preſumptuous and impious fanatical 
; wretches, who afſume the character of miniſters 
of God, and take upon them in his moſt holy 


name, to denounce his curſes and vengeance 


"againſt thoſe who are far leſs guilty than them 


ſelves: a fellow of this deſcription, of the name 


of Sanderſon, preaching to a congregation of ig- 
norant, but harmleſs people; this fellow took 
upon | himſelf, in the name of God, to condemn 1 
them all to eternal damnation, painting their 
deplorable ſtate in the moſt dreadful colours: 
ſome of his hearers were ſoon evidently affected 


by this diſcourſe, which he took care to improve, 


and taking the advantage of the kindling ſpark, 
addreſſed himſelf more particularly to them, 
whom he ſoon 5 made roar for the diſquietude 
of their ſouls.” The whole congregation. were 
__ quickly affected i in the like manner, one and all 
exclaimed, What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? Oh !-- 
I'm damned ! I'm damned! I'm damned to all 


eternity! What ſhall I do? Oh! Oh! Oh!“ 


- Our performer dbſerving | to what a. ſtate | 
be 
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divine harmony: when ſuddenly ſtarting. up, he 


pretended to have received a gracious anſwer 3 
his prayer, and with a joyful and ſmiling coun,. 


tenance, pointing towards the window, exclaim 


ed: Behold the Lamb! Where! Where | Where! 


was the cry of every contrite and returning ſinner. 


(and they were all of that deſcription) There 1 
(continued the preacher, extending his arms ; 
towards the window where he pretended firſt to 


have Ges 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 343 


| ne had reduced his audience, Keen his 
threats of divine wrath and vengeance, and with 
2 voice terrible as thunder, demanded, Is there 
any backſliders in the preſence of God?” A 
dead and ſolemn pauſe enſued- till he exclaimed, 
„Here is an old grey-headed ſinner:“ at the 
| fame time ſtriking with his hand vichagy on the 
bald pate of an honeſt old man who ſat under the 
deſk; the poor man gave a deep g groan; whether | 
from conviction, or from the pain of the blow, 1 
know not, for it was far from being gentle. The 
farce was not yet concluded: when they were 
ſtrongly convulſed with theſe convictions, he fell 
down upon his knees, and with the greateſt fer- 
vency, accompanied wih abundance of tears, he A 
intreated the Lord in mighty prayer, to have 
compaſſion on the poor deſponding ſinners whom 
he had brought to a proper ſenſe of their danger: In 
the prayer continued about. ten minutes, accom- 
panied by the fighs and groans of the converted 
and alarmed ſinners, in concert making a moſt, 
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have eſpied the Lamb. * In Heaven! In Colo! 


making interceſhon for your fins | And J have his 


authority to proclaim unto you“ your fins are 


forgiven depart in peace.” —O, my deareſt bre. 


thren, how ſweet is the ſound of thoſe extatic 


words. © Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
But could you but 
feel the peculiar energy, the divine force, the 


175 


away the fins of the world 


| rapturous and cheering import of the original, 
your mouths would be filled with praiſe, and 


your hearts with divine joy, holy exultation, and 


unſpeakable gratitude. — Only mark the found of 
the words, even that will convey an expreſiible 
_ pleaſure to your fouls, « Hecca Hangus Dei! Xi 
 dollit Pekkaltus Monday ! „ The ſchool- boys {wh 


were ſeated in a pew detached from the congre- 
gation on account of their prophane and con- 


temptuous behaviour during ſervice) immediate- 


ly burſt into a loud laugh, on one of the congre- 


gation ſaying, © © the bleſſed man! We ſhall 
fee him again on Moxpav.“ 


In ſome pages following we have an ac- 
count of the methodiſt preacher”: 8 firſt con- 


5 verting his benefactor 8 daughter, and then 
debauching her; 2 alſo of a preacher at Be- | 

verly, in Yorkſhire, that collected fifteen 
pounds for a poor” man in great dittrefs, and 


* 
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gave him only fifteen ſhillings, reſerving to 
himſelf fourteen pounds five ſhillings for the 
: trouble of collecting it, with which, and 
twenty pounds more he was entruſted with, 
he decamped the next day, to the aſtoniſn- 
ment of the ſimple on whom he had impoſed. 1 


1 wiſh the hes; as hs propoſes may ſoon 
give us a more particular account of the me- 

. thodiſts, preachers, and people, and alſo of | 
fome of Mr. W efley* J Private opinions, cc. 


This pamphlet concludes with very curi- 
ous letters written by Mr. J. Weſley, and 
he informs us, in a note, that the publiſher 

bas his addreſs, in order to direct any perſon : 
to the author, where they may ſee the ori- 
ginal letters. I here give you the whole of: 

U theſe extraordinary letters. 7 


Page 50, &c. Fa 


« Dran $18, 


oh” Our opinions for the wot: part perfectly 
- councide 5 t the ſtability of the connexion, 
Ro after 


F OR your iis letter which 


1 received this morning, I return you thanks. I 


Lo * 
PR .. : 


after my head is laid in the duſt, This, however, 


is a ſubject, about which I am not ſo-anxious as 

you ſeem to imagine; on the contrary, it is a 

matter of the utmoſt indifference to me; as I 
have long foreſeen that a diviſion muſt neceſſarily 


enſue, from cauſes ſo various, unavoidable and 


certain, that I have long ſince given over all 
thoughts and hopes of ſettling it on a permanent 
foundation. You do not ſeem to be aware of the 


moſt effective cauſe that will bring about a divi- 


ſion. You apprehend the moſt ſerious conſe- 
quences from a ſtruggle between the preachers 


for power and pre- eminence, and there being none 


among them of ſufficient authority or abilities to 


ſupport the dignity, or command the reſpect and 


exact the implicit obedience, which is ſo neceffary 
to uphold our conſtitution on its preſent prin- 
ciples. This is one thing that will operate very 
3 powerfully againſt unity in the connexion, and 1 is, 
2 erhaps, what I might poſſibly have prevented, : 


2 had not a ſtill greater difficulty ariſen in my 


mind: I have often wiſhed for ſome perſon of 
abilities to ſucceed me as the head of the church 
I have with ſuch indefatigable pains, and aſtoniſh- 
ing ſucceſs eſtabliſhed ; but convinced that none 
but very ſuperior abilities would be equal to the 


undertaking, was I to adopt a ſucceſſor of this 


Z deſcription, I fear he might gain ſo much influ- | 


euce among the people, as to uſurp a ſhare, if 


b not the whole of that abſolute and uncontrolable 
„ power, 


oh 
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5 | power, which I have hitherto, and am determin- 8 


ed I will maintain ſo long as I live; never will I 
bear a rival near my throne.—You, no doubt, 
ſee the policy of continually changing the 
preachers from one circuit to another at ſhort 
periods: for ſhould any of them become popular 
with their different congregations, and infinuate 
themſelves into the favour of their hearers, they 
might poſſibly obtain ſuch influence, as to eſta- 
bliſh themſelves independently of me, and the ge- 


neral connexion. Beſides, the novelty of the con- 
tinual change excites curioſity, and is the more 


neceſſary, as few of our preachers have abilities to 
render themſelves in any degree tolerable, any 


longer than they are new. 


The vrincioal Ae which wilkinevitably fect | 


x dimination and diviſion in the connexion after 
my death, will be the failure of ſubſcriptions and +... 

contributions towards the ſupport of the caule, for 
money is as much the finews of religious, as of = 


military power, If it is with the greateſt diffi. 


culty that even I can keep them together, for 
2 want of this very neceſſary article, I think no one 
elſe can. Another cauſe, which, with others, wil! 
- effect the diviſion, 1s the diſputes and contentions | 
that will ariſe between the preachers and the par- 


ties that will eſpouſe the ſeveral cauſes, by which 
means much truth will be brought to light, which 


will reflect ſo much to their diſadvantage, that the 2 95 
eyes 9 
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eyes of the people will be opened to ſee their mo- 
tives and principles, nor will they any longer con- 
tribute to their ſupport, when they find all their 
pretenſions to ſanctity and love are founded on 
motives of intereſt and ambition. The conſe- 
quence of which will be, a few of the moſt po- 

pular will eſtabliſh themſelves in the reſpeCive 
places where they have gained ſufficient influence 
over the minds of the people; the reſt muſt re- 
| vert to their original humble callings. But this 
no way concerns me: I have obtained the object 
of my views, by eſtabliſhing a name that will not 
ſoon periſh from the face of the earth; I have 
founded a ſe& which will boaſt my name, long 
after my diſcipline and doctrines are forgotten. 


8 „ My character and h for ſanctity is 
now beyond the reach of calumny; nor will any 
thing that may hereafter come to light, or be ſaid 
concerning me, to my res, however true, 
gain credit. 


ve My anfoil'd 3 name, the autereneſ of n my life, 
Will vouch againſt it. 
And fo the accuſation overweigh 


That it will ſtifle in its own report, 
30100 * ſmell of calumny.” 


« FREY cauſe that will operate more power- 
5 fully and effectually than any of the preceding, 

is the rays of philoſophy which begins now to 
8 . all "_— rapidly diſpelling the "miſts of 
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ignorance, which has been long in a great degree 
the mother of devotion, of {laviſh prejudice, and 


the enthuſiaſtic bigotry of religious opinions : the 
decline of the papal power is owing to the ſame 


J | irreſiſtible cauſe, nor can it be ſuppoſed that me- 
thodiſm can ſtand its ground, when brought to 


| 1 the teſt of Fra, reaſon, and philoſophy. 

7 1 am, &c. . 
1 W- 

City Road, Thurſday Mor. | . 


Our Author informs us kar the following 
was written to a very amiable and accom- 


: pliſhed lady, ſome years ago. 'The lady was 


= about three and twenty years of age. 


1 Mapa, 


II is with the A difidence 1 
preſume to addreſs ſuperior excellence : em- 
boldened by a violent, yet virtuous paſſion, 
EZ kindled by the irreſiſtible rays, and encouraged 
5 by the ſweetly attractive force, of tranſcendent 
beauty, the elegant ſimplicity of your manners, 
the faſcinating melody of your voice, and above | 
all, the inexpreſſible fire of an eye, that the ex- 
travagance of the Muſes has given to the god- 
deſs of love: but which N ature has beſtowed on 


y you alone. 


a They oarkle with the” 1 'ght Promethean ice! 725 
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5 Believe me, my dear Madam, this 1 Is not t the 
language of romance ; but the genuine exuberant 


effuſions of an enraptured ſoul. The impreſſion 
of your charms was no leſs inſtantaneous than 


irreſiſtible : when firſt I ſaw you, ſo forcibly was 


I ſtruck with admiration and love of your divine 
perfections, that my ſoul was filled with ſenſations 
ſo wild and extravagant, yet delightful and pure 


—But I will not indulge in declaring what are 


my real ſentiments, left I ſhould incur a ſuſpicion 
of flattery. Your mind, ſuperior to fulſome pa- 
negyric, unſuſceptible of the incenſe of affected 
adulation, would, with juſt indignation, ſpurn at 
_ thoſe impertinent compliments, which are com- 
monly offered with a view to impoſe upon the va · 
nity and credulity of the weaker part of your ſex: 
I will not attempt it; but confine myſelf to the 
dictates of ſincerity and truth, nor {ball a com- 
pliment eſcape my pen, that 1 18 not the ſentiment 
, of a devoted heart. 


« As beauty has no poſitive criterion, and 


fancy alone directs the judgment and influences 
the choice, we find different people ſee it in vari- 
ous lights, forms, and colours; I may therefore, 
without a ſuſpicion of flattery, declare, that in 
my eye you are the moſt agreeable object, and 


moſt perfect work of created nature: nor does 


your mind ſeem to partake. leſs of the divinity | 
- than your perſon. 


72. n 8 5 « J view 
: 7 8 | | , . J vie 


iN or J. LACKINGTON. 351 


To Iy view thee over with a lover 8 eye; | 
„ No fault haſt thou, or I no fault can ſpy.” 


- | 7 


“The reaſon I did not before. dicted myſels, 
was the profound and reſpectful diſtance I thought 


it became me to obſerve, from a conſcious ſenſe 
of my own comparative unworthineſs to approach, os 
much leſs to hope for favour from, the quint- 
efſence of all female perfection. Forgive me, my 


dear Eliza, and compaſſionate a heart too deeply 


imprefſed with your divine image, ever to be 
eraſed by time, nor can any power, but the cold 
hand of death, ever obliterate from my mind the 
fond imagination and ſweet remembrance of 
Eliza's charms ! Nor can even death itſelf divide 


= the union that ſubſiſts between kindred ſouls. 


« « Yeſterday, my Aar Eliza, the charms of. - 
your converſation detained me too late to meet 
the e as I had promiſed to do; but 


« With thee conyerſing, I forget 
0 Al es, all ſeaſons, and their change.” 


8 hope, however: the e of my 


e did not . them of 4 bleſſing. 


* : This being my Liens * : 1 on che 
revolution of years and the ſhortneſs of life, na- 


turally intrude on my mind. I am now eighty-one- 
Years of age, and I thank God I enjoy. the fame | 
vigor of conſtitution I poſſefſed 'a at TR es 
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None of the infirmities that uſually accompany 
years, either corporal or mental; and I think it 
not impoſſible that I may fulfil my hundred years, 
the reſidue of which ſhall be devoted to love and 


Eliza. 
E W.“ 


1 ſent a perſon to the author of the above 


pamphlet, to deſire him to give me a ſight 
 : the original of the preceding letters; bur 
he returned for anſwer, that he had ſent 
: them back to the perſons to whom they 
were written ; fo that I cannot be certain as 


to their authenticity. 


I am, 
Dear Friend, 


„ Naurs. 


eee 
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LETTER XXXIL 


e Paſſion, tis true, may hurry us along; | 
© Sometimes the juſt may deviate into wrong.” 


Vorrat by Francklin 


DEAR FRIEND, 


My new wife's atrocbingie 


to books wWas a very fortunate circumſtance 5 


for us both, not only as it was a perpetual 
ſource of rational amuſement, but alſo as it 
' tended to promote my trade: her extreme 
love for books made her delight to be in the 
ſhop, ſo that ſhe ſoon became perfectly 
acquainted with every part of 1 it, and (as my 
ſtock increaſed) with other rooms where - I 
kept books, and could readily get any article 
that Was aſked for. Accordingly, when I was 


out on buſineſs my ſhop was well attended. | 


= This conſtant attention, and good uſage, pro- 


cured me many cuſtomers, and 1 ſoon per- | 
ceved that I could ſell double and treble the 


quantity of books if I had a larger ſtock, But | 


now to enlarge it, 1 knew not, except by ; 
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| Dow degrees, as my profits ſhould enable me; 
for as I was almoſt a ſtranger in London, 1 
had but few acquaintances, and theſe few. 
were not of the opulent fort. 1 alſo ſaw that 
the town. abounded with cheats, ſwindlers, 
Kc. who obtained money and other property, 
under falſe pretences, of which the credulous 
were defrauded, which often prevented me 
from endeavouring to br leſt-I ſhould 


be ſulpetted of having the fame bad defigne. 


1 was ſeveral; times ſo hand put to it, for 

caſh to purchaſe parcels of books which were 
| offered to me, that I more than once pawned 

my watch, and a ſuit of cloaths, and twice 


I pawned ſome books for money to purchaſe. 
others. 


CEE after F commenced. Poehler, [ 
bin acquainted | with what Pope calls 
8 the nobleſt Work of God,“ an HONEST 
man, b This Was Mr. Jonx Dent, an oll- 
man in Cannon: ſtreet (father of the preſent | 
Mr. John Denis, bookſeller.) This gen- 
tleman had often We me during my long 
illneſs, 


e 
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iuneſe, and having ſeen me tranquil. and 


ſerene when on the very point of death, he 
formed a favourable concluſion that I too 


muſt be an honeſt man, as I had ſo quiet a 


_ conſcience at ſuch an awful period. Having 
retained theſe ideas of me after my recovery, 
and being perfectly well acquainted with my 
| circumſtances, he one day offered to become Z 
| : ; a partner in my bufineſs, and to advance 
: money in proportion to my ſtock. This 

: confidential offer 1 ſoon accepted; early "SY 
1778 he became partner; and we very ſoon 
laid out his money in ſecond- hand books, 2 

. ; which increaſed the, ſtock at once to double. 


1 Cook after this 1 printing a fale 
. catalogue, to which, after making a few ob- - 
jections, Mr. Denis conſented. This cata- 0 
logue of twelve thouſand volumes (doch as 
they were) was publiſhed in 1779. My | 
partner's name was not in the title-page, the 
| addreſs was only * 66 J. LACKINGTON and Co. i 
; No. 46, Chiſwell- ſtreet. N This our firſt 
| publication produced very oppoſite « effects on 5 
. I thoſe who peruſed it; TT ſome it excited 
5 . 5 4 much 


r 
_ 
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much mirth, in others an equal proportion 
of anger. The major part of it was written 
by me, but Mr. Denis wrote many pages of 


it and as his own private library conſiſted 
of ſcarce old myſtical and alchymical books, 
printed above a century ago, many of them 
were in bad condition; ; tllis led him to inſen 
neat in the catalogue to many articles, which 


were only neat when compared with ſuch as 


were in very bad condition; ſo that when 
we produced ſuch books as were called neat 
in our catalogue, we often got ourſelves 
laughed at, and ſometimes our neat articles 


were heartily damned. We had alſo a deil 
of trouble on another ſcore ; Mr. A Denis in- 
ſerted a number of articles without the 
authors names, and aſſured me that the 
books were well known, and to mention the 
authors was often uſeleſs. The fact was, E 
Mr. Denis knew Who wrote thoſe articles; 5 
but was ſoon convinced that many others did ; 


not, as we were often obliged to produce 
them merely to let our cuſtomers ſee who 
were the authors ; ; we however took twenty | 
pounds the firſt week the books were on 


4 5 * | * * %. <$ g 2 $ be 
* le ö = 

| 75 al } £44530 

3 


* 
Fa 
je 
x F 
"A 
mt : 
on 
"» 
«ys 4 
wo 
> q 
a 
1 
70 + 
F 
5 
LG y 
yy . 
** 
re 
718 . 
5 
. 
7 
=” 
2 * : 
bs l 
"$4" 494 : 
. 
5 % 
VIE 
Ck 
rey 1 
r 
9 
NH 
OH: >, 
4 
5 4 
: 28> 
Ms 2 
r 
E. M © Is ” 
WES 
3 
7 
* 1 % 
N q 
ve IRIS 
7 8 
pa 7 
25 Fa? 
. 
: 3 
wo CS 
EIS 
a £20 
* - * * 
. N 
r 
1 
; þ 5 5 
12:9 
= ts 
CS 
5 Ee: 
Bees > 
© As 
»# 
bs 19 
1 
8 8 
1 Wh. 5 
BY 2 
1 
3 
p Tc 
£ 
Y 
( x 
Þ: F 
1 


LIFE or J. LAckIN GC TON. 357 


fas, which we thought a large fol The . | 
increaſe of our ſtock augmented our cuſ- IS 
tomers in proportion; ſo that Mr. Denis, 
finding that his money turned to a better 

account in bookſelling than in the funds, 


very ſoon lent the ſtock near two hundred 


pounds, which I ſtill turned to a good 
account. We went on very friendly and 
proſperouſſy for a little more than two years; 3 | 
when one night Mr. Denis hinted that 
he thought 1 was making purchaſes too 
faſt, on which I grew warm, and reminded 
him of an article in our partnerſhip agree- 
ment, by which I was to be ſole purchaſer, | 
and was at liberty to make what purchaſes 2 
: ſhould judge proper. I alſo reminded him : 
of the profits which my purchaſes produced, 
A and he reminded me of his having more 
money in the trade than I had. We were 
indeed both very warm ; and on my ſaying, 
WE that if he was difpleaſed with any part of 
| my conduct, he was at liberty to quit the 
1 partnerſhip; he in great warmth replied that 
he would. The above paſſed at Mr. Deniss 
houſe 1 in Hoxton-iquare ; +. then bade him —.— 
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good night. When Mr. Denis called at the 
| ſhop the next day, he aſked me if I con- 


then demanded of me whether [ inſiſted on : 
: his keeping his word to quit the partnerſhip 5 


him a partner for three years, nearly one 


him ſtrictly a man of his word, 1 ſuppoſed 
be would prove himſelf ſo in the preſent 
inſtance, and not aſſert one thing at night 
and another in the morning. On which he 
obferyed, that as he was not provided with a 
5 ſhop, he muſt take ſome time to look for one. g 


as he thought neceſſary. This Was in M arch 
1780, He appointed the twenticth of May 
following. On that day we accordingly 
diſſolved the partnerſhip; and, as he bad 
more money in the trade thau myſelf, he 


: | parted 1 in great friendſhip, which continued 
A | - 


tinued in the ſame mind I was in the prece- 


ding night? 1 aſſured him that J did. He 


. 


I replied, I did not %% on it, as J had taken 


third part of which time was unexpired; 
bur, 1 added, that, as I had always found 


I told him that he might | take as long a time 


took . my notes for what 1 was deficient, 
which was a great favour done to me. We 
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to the day of his death; he generally called 


= every morning to ſee us, and learn our con- 


cerns, and we conſtantly informed him of 
all that had paſſed the preceding day; as how | 

much caſh we had taken, what were the 
profits, what purchaſes 1 we had made, what 


1 bills we had to pay, &c. and he ſometimes 
lent i me money to — to Pay —_— 


At his death * left detiind him in his 
private library the beſt collection of ſcarce 
valuable myſtical, and alchymical books, 
that ever was collected by one perſon. In 
his lifetime he prized theſe kind of books 


S above every thing; in collecting them he 


never cared what price he paid for them. 


This led him to think, after he became a 


E bookſeller, that other book- collectors ſhould | 
| ; pay their money as freely as he had done his, 
F which was often a ſubject of debate between 5 
him and me, as I was for ſelling every thing ; 


| 4 cheap, in order to ſecure thoſe cuſtomers al- 


ready obtained, as well as increaſe their 


5 


| 550 5 LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 


An Selden s Table Talk i is the following : 
odd paſſage: ©* The giving a bookſeller his 


- 6s price for his books has this advantage; he 


that will do ſo, ſhall have the refuſal of 
<6 whatſoever comes to his hand, and ſo by 
TY 


that means get many things which other. 
4 wiſe he never ſhould have ſeen.” He 
adds, Pe 80 it is in giving a bawd her own 
0 price.” But I hope he did not mean to 
compare e the bookſellers to old bawds.. Dif- 
ferent profeſſions are oddly jumbled as 7 
in the eee lines: 
45 No ſurgeon will extract a tooth, 
No trumpet exerciſe her trade, 
% No parſon preach eternal truth, 


1 * Where not a e can be made,” 


Mr. Denis hs; at the time of his death, 
about fifty years of age. He informed me 
that in his childhood and youth. he wa 
weakly to an extreme, ſo that no one who 
knew him ever thought he could live to be 
. twenty years of age; however, he enjoyed 
an uninterrupted. ſtate of bealth for nearly 
the laſt forty years of his life; this be 
aſcribed to his ſtrictly adhering to the rules FF 
I SES eh = laid 
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laid down by Cornaro and Tryon in their 
books on Health, Long Life and Happineſs. 
His unexpected death was in conſequence of 


* fever 8 by fitting in a cold damp 
room. 


Ober the ſad reliques of each friend ſincere, 
The happieſt mortal, ſure, may ſpare a tear. 


1 am, 


Dear Friend, 


Yours. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIIL | 
. There is a tide 5 in is a of men, b 
50 Which taken at the flood leads on to fortune, 
% Omitted, all the voyage of their life 
, Is bound in ſhallows and in miſeries; 'Y 
On ſuch a foul ſea are we now afloat, 
And we muſt take the current when it ſerves, 


Or loſe our ventures,” SHakEsPRARE'S Julius Czar, 
DEAR FRIEND, 


IT » was Ge. time in the year 
8 hundred and eighty, when ] re- 
ſolved from that period to give no perſon 
whatever any credit. 1 was induced to make 
this reſolution from various motives: : I had 
obſerved, that where credit was given, moſt 
| bills were not paid within ſix months, many 
not within a twelvemonth, and ſome not 
within two years. Indeed; many tradeſmen 
have accounts of. ſeven years ſtanding ; and 
ſome bills are never paid. The loſſes ſuſ- 
tained by the intereſt of money in long ere 
dits, and by thoſe bills that were not paid at 
| all ; ; the 1 inconveniences attending n not t having 


th 


13 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 363 


the ready-money to lay out in trade to the | 
beſt advantage, together with the great loſs 
of time in keeping accounts, and collecting 


debts, convinced me, that if 1 could but 


EZ eſtabliſh a ready- money buſineſs without any 
15 exceptions, J ſhould be enabled to fell every 
5 article very cheap. 


708 Let all the learn'd ſay all chey can, 
46 fis ready money . the man,” 


When i communicated my ideas on  this- 


4 ſubje& to ſome of my acquaintances, I was | _ 
: much laughed at and ridiculed ; and it was 1 OY 
= thought, that I might as well attempt to re- 

| build the tower of Babel, as to eſtabliſh a large 
| 0 buſineſs without giving credit. But notwith- 
D ſtanding this diſcouragement, and even You, 
| , my dear friend, exprefling your doubts of the 
E practicability of my ſcheme, I determined ; 
to make the experiment; and began by plain- 8 
| 4 ly marking in every book facing the title 
the loweſt price that I would take for 1 it; 5 


which being much lower than the common 
market prices, 1 not only retained my former - 
cuſtomers, but ſoon increaſed their numbers. 
But, my dear Sir, you can ſcarce imagine 
what 
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what difficulties i encountered for ſeveral 
Fears together. even ſometimes thought 
_ of relinquiſhing this my favourite ſcheme al. 
together, as by it I was obliged to deny ere 
dit to my very acquaintance 3 ; I was alſo un- 
der a neceſſity of refuſing it to the moſt 
reſpectable characters, as 10 exception was, or 
Now is made, not even in favour of nobility 8 
my porters being rietly enjoined, by one 
general order, to bring back all books not 
N previouſly paid for, except they receive the 
amount on delivery. Again, many in the 
country found it difficult to remit ſmall ſums 
that were under bankers notes, (which diffi 
culty is now done away, as all poſt maſters 
receive ſmall ſums of money, and give drafts 
for the ſame on the xt office in London) 
- and others to oom Has a ſtranger, did not 
| like to ſend the money firſt, as not knowing 
how I ſhould treat them, and ſuſpecting by 
5 the price of the articles, there muſt certainly 
5 be ſome deception. Many unacquainted with 


| my plan of buſineſs, were much offended, 


until the advantages accruing to them from 
it were e. explained, when they very 
1640 


| 
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” readily aceoded to it. As to the anger of 
© ſuch, who though they were acquainted 

4 with it, were ſtill determined to deal on ere- 
dit only, 1 conſidered that as of little con- 
T1 ſequence, from an opinion that ſome of them 
would have been as much enraged when 

their bills were ſent in, had credit been : 
given them. 


* Þ had alſo lifficulties of another nature to 
F encounter; ; when firſt I began to ſell very 
| . cheap, many came to my ſhop prepoſſeſſed 
| againſt my goods, and of courſe often ſaw 
PD faults. where none exiſted 3 fo that the beſt 
| : editions were merely from prejudice deemed 
| | very bad editions, and the beſt bindings faid 
to be inferior workmanſhip, | for no other 
1 reaſon, but becauſe I fold them ſo cheap; . 
| I and I often received letters from the country, | 
| 10 know if ſuch and ſuch articles were 
5 REALLY as I ſtated them! in my catalogues, 
E and i they REALLY were the be efe editions, 
. if. REALLY in calf ; and REALLY elegantly 
z Bound; with many other reallys. Oh my : 
Y friend! 1 really was afraid for ſome years 
M1 f — — that 


. much ſurpriſed to ſee many thouſands o 


The natural concluſion was, that if 1 hal 


x " Ws 
= 2 > . 
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that 1 ſhould be really mad with vexation, 


But theſe letters of reallys have for years hap- 


Ne pily ceaſed, and the public are now really 
and thoroughly convinced that 1 will not 
aſſert in my catalogues what is not really true. 


But 1 imagine, if you can, what 1 muſt have 
felt, on hearing the very beſt of goods de- 
"Runs on no other account whatever, but 
becauſe they were not charged at a higher 
Price. 


It is alſo worth obſerving, that there were 


not wanting among the bookſellers, ſome 
"who Were mean enough tO aſſer t that all my 
books were bound in ſheep, and many other 


unmanly artifices were practiſed, all of whicl 
ſo far from injuring me, as baſely intended, 
turned to my account; for when gentlemen 
were brought to my ſhop by their friends 
to purchaſe ſome trifling article, or were lei 
into it by curioſity, they were often vel) 


volumes in elegant and ſuperb bindings 


not held erh to the public better termi 
| wii 
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than others, I ſhould not have been fo much 
envied and Fes. 


OF 


—To milice ſure I'm much oblig'd, 
"mn On every te by calumny beſieg d; 
Let ory 1 could almoſt call the friend.“ 


80 that whether I am n righteous or not, all 


theſe afflictions have worked together for my 


good. But I aſſure you, that my temporal 


ſalvation was not effected without * 25 conditions.“ * 


= As every envious. tranſaction was to me an 
additional ſpur to exertion, 1 am therefore 


not a little indebted to Meſſrs. Envy, DER 


TRACTION, and Co. for my preſent proſperi- 25 
ty; though I affure you, this is the only 


3 debt 4 am determined not to Pay. Green 


WH) 26” 
; WY 
A 3 22 
| > | 14. 85 
” 
1 * 
& 
*%% 
s 
2 


To + Happy the man who Innobebt,” * 
* Grieves not at ills he can't prevent: 
And when he can't prevent foul play, 
46 . the follies of the wp” = ; SPLEENs | 


| 1am, 
Dear Friend, 
| Yours, 


22 1 TEN 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


6s Conſtant 5 ſhop and Change, his gains Were 1 
a His givings rare ag half-pence to the poor.“ 


DEAR FRIEND, 
. the Giſt three years after 


x refuſed to give credit to any perſon, my 


buſineſs increaſed much, and as the whole 
8K my profit (after paying all expences) was 
laid out in books, my ſtock was continually 
enlarged, fo that my Catalogues in the year 
ſeventeen hundred and eighty- four, were very | 
much augmented in ſize. The firſt contained 

Twelve thouſand, and the ſecond Thiny 
thouſand volumes: this increaſe Was not 
merely i in numbers, but alſo in value, as 4 
very great part of theſe volumes were better, 
that is, books of an higher price. But  yot- 
withſtanding the great increaſe of my buſ- 
neſs, I ſtill met with many difficulties ol 
account of my ſelling books cheap 3 one of 
theſe I confeſs 1 did not foreſee : as the 


RE more convinced the public were of my ad 


ing 


adopted, the more this objection gained 


entirely done 


13 Lackington ſells very cheap; he therefore 


5 This mods of reaſoning, however ſpecious 
EL 1 it ſeems at firſt, will on due reflection appear _ 
| | Lugator £ and erroneous, for the following 7A 


1 

6 2 * ons: 2 
5 4 4 

3 

a WI 


Fl . | covetous man that would ſell his es _ 
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ing fialy conformable to the plan I had 


ground, and even to the preſent day 1s not 
wy. This difficulty was, in 
making private purchaſes of libraries and par- 
cels of books, many of my cuſtomers for ſe- 
K veral years had no objection to buying of me 
. becauſe I ſold cheap, but were not equally 
1 inclined to fell me ſuch books as they had 
no uſe for, or libraries that were left them 
* at the death of relations, &c. They reaſoned 
HK (very plauſibly, it muſt be confeſſed) thus: ; 


will not give much for what is offered him 
for ſale. I will go to thoſe who {ell very 
dear; ; as the more they ſell their books for, 
the o more they can afford to give for chem.“ 


1 believe no one ever knew « or 38 555 Ts 


„„ But 


1 
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But every one has heard of ſuch . 
ſelling very dear; and when a covetous per- 
ſon makes a purchaſe, 1 is It 8 that he 
ſhould offer a generous priqq; 


I / 


Is he not 
when buying influenced by the ſame avari- 
cious diſpoſition as when ſelling ? And on the 
other hand, I cannot help thinking (I am 
aware of the inference) that one who has 
been conſtantly ſelling cheap for a ſeries of 
years muſt poſſeſs ſome degree of generoſity; | 
that this diſpoſition has prevailed in me 
when I bave been called to purchaſe, and 
when libraries or parcels of books have been 
ſent to me, thouſands 1 in the three kingdoms 
can witneſs. And however paradoxical it 
may appear, 1 will add, that 1 can afford to 
give more for books now, than I could if! 
ſold them muck di 


Er. — For, were I to ſell 
them dear, 1 hold be 


I | ten times longer 1 
ſelling them; ante 


„e ex pences for ware- 
| houſe-room, inſurance. from fire, together 
with the intereſt of the money lying long in 
a dead ſtock, would prevent my giving a large 

price when books were offered for ſale. 


7 £ . "8 
* a 


But 
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But it did not appear in this point of view | 
to the public in the more early ſtages of my 
buſineſs, until being often ſent for after other 
1 bookſellers haſfsnade offers for libraries, and 
F | finding that I would give more than they had 
9 offered, it was communicated from one to 
another until it became publicly known; 7 
3 and the following method which I adopted 
1 ſome years ſince has put the matter beyond 
W the ſhadow of a doubt. 


When I am called upon to phaſe: any 
lv or parcel of books, either myſelf or 
my aſſiſtants carefully examine them, and if 
| deſired to fix a price, 1 mention at a word 5 
the utmoſt that I will give for them, which 
1 always take care ſhall be as much as any 


1 bookſeller can afford to give: but if the ſeller 
5 entertains any doubts reſpecting the price of- 
5 fered, and chooſes to try other bookſellers, 
i be pays me five per cent. for valuing t the 
F ; | books ; ; and as he knows what I have valued 
F4 them at, he tries among the trade, and | 
1 when he finds that he cannot get any greater 5 


ſum offered, on returning to me, he not 


8 4 * on! „ 
A 8 * 
„8 7 2 2 
** , 
$I" ner 70 x 
= s — 1 
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 ogly receives the price 1 at firſt offered, but 


alſo a return of the five per cent, which was 
paid me for the valuation, 


But to ſuch as fix a price on their own 
books I make no charge (if in, or very near 
town). either taking them at the price at 
which they are offered to me, or if that ap- 


pear too much, immediately declining tho 
purchaſe 


This equitable mode I have the pleaſure 
to find has given the public the utmoſt 
fatisfaQtion. , 


ET DEAR FRIEND, 
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LETTER "Os 
5 » PR 
% a Behold, Sie Balaam, now a man of ſpirit, 
2. Aſeribes his 3 to his Parts and merit.“ Poxrx. 


E Weak atk 33 your repitutlen 3 
4 The knaves will all agree to call you knave: 
cc Wrong'd ſhall he live, inſulted, o'er oppreſt, | 
T Who dares be leſs a villain than the reſt,” 
| Kage againſt Man, 


Þ V HEN I was s firſt ;nitiaed 


into che various manoeuvres practiſed by 


bookſellers, 1 found it cuſtomary among 
them, (which practice ſtill continues) that 
. when any books had not gone off ſo rapidly 5 
9 As expected, or ſo faſt as to pay for keeping 
TE: them in ſtore, they would put what re- 


. mained of ſuch articles into private ſales, 


where only bookſellers are admitted, and of 
them only ſach as were invited by having a 


catalogue ſent them. At one of theſe ſales * 


4 3 | have frequently ſeen ſeventy or eighty thou- 
| | ſand. volumes fold after dinner, MG 
books 


$] 
*- 
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| botfks of every deſcription, good, bad, and 
indifferent ; 3 by this means they v were diftri- 
buted through the trade. 


When firſt 1 to be ade ſales, . 
as very much ſurpriſed to learn, that it was 
common ſor ſuch as purchaſed remainders, 
to defiroy one half or three fourths of ſuch 
; books, and to charge the full publication 
price, or nearly that, for ſuch as they kept 
on hand; and there was a kind of ſtanding 
order amongſt the trade, that in caſe any one 
was known to fell articles under the publica- 
tion price, ſuch a perſon was to be excluded 
| } from trade fales ; 3 fo blind were copy-right- 
holders to their own intereſt. | 


5 For a ſhort time 1 cautiouſly complied 
with this cuſtom ; but [ ſoon began to reflect 
that many of theſe books ſo deſtroyed, poſ- 


ſeſſed much merit, and only wanted to be 5 
5 better known; ; and that if others were not 
worth ſix ſhillings, they. were worth three, 
7 or two, and ſo in Proportion for higher or 
lower 899 8 books. 
From 


98 


5 prices. 


77 . * 


* 
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From that time I reſolved not to deſtroy 


any books that were worth ſaving, but to. „„ 
ſell them off at half, or a quarter of the pub: „ 
lication prices. By ſelling them in this cheap 


manner, 1 have diſpoſed of many hundred 


thouſand volumes, many thouſands of which 
have been intrinſically worth their original 
This part of my conduR, however, : 
though evidently highly beneficial to the com- a 


munity, and even to bookſellers, created me 
many enemies among the trade; ſome of the 
meaner part of whom, inſtead of employing | 

1 their time and abilities 1 IN attending 1 to the 1 Ih. 


creaſe of their own buſineſs, aimed at reducing 7 


mine; and by a variety of pitiful inſinuations 

and dark inuendoes, ſtrained every nerve to 

injure the reputation I had already acquired 
with the public, determined, (as they wiſely 
& concluded) thus to effect my ruin; which 
3 Indeed they daily prognoſticated, with a de- 
= mon-like ſpirit, muſt inevitably very ſpeedily 
follow. 


This conduct, however, was far 


from intimidating me, as the effect proved 


We erat to n ey: wiſhed for and 
nay expected, 
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expected, and I found the reſpect and con- 


© fidence of the public continually increaſing, 


which added very conſiderably to the number 
of my cuſtomers : It being an unqueſtion- 
able fact, that before I adopted this plan, 
great numbers of perſons were very deſirous 
: of poſſeſſing ſome particular books, for which 
however (from various motives). they were : 

not inclined to pay the original price; as 
ſome availed themſelves of the opportunity 

of borrowing from a friend, or from a cir- 


$2 culating library, or having once read them, 3 


though they beld the works in eſteem, 5 
might deem them too dear to purchaſe; or 
they might have a copy by them, which 
from their own and family” . frequent uſe (or 
lending to friends) might not be in fo good 
a condition as they could with, though ra- 
ther than purchaſe them again at the full 
price, they would keep thoſe they had; or 
again, they might be deſirous to purchaſe 


them to make preſents of; or they might 


have a commiſſion from a correſpondent in 
the country, or abroad, and wiſh to gain a 


im all 


8 
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| ſmall profit on the articles for their trouble, 
not to mention the great numbers that would 
have been Yea: to the poor. ; 


Thouſands of others have been effeQually 
I prevented from purchaſing, (though anxious 
= foto do) whoſe circumſtances i in life would 
| | not permit them to pay the full price, aud 
3 thus were totally excluded from the advan- 
b tage of i improving their underſtandings, and 
I enjoying a rational entertainment. And you 
may be aſſured, that it affords me the moſt _ 
Y pleaſing ſatisfaCtion, independent of the emo- 
F luments which have accrued to me from 


EF numbers 1 in inferior or reduced ſituations of 

5 life, have been eſſentially benefitted in con- 

4 ſequence of being thus enabled to indulge 

5 their natural propenſity for the acquiſition of : 

| : knowledge, on eaſy terms: nay, Icouldd 

| 1 almoſt be vain enough to aflert, that I have 

5 thereby been highly inſtrumental! in diffuſing 
that general deſire for READING, NOW 10 

prevalent among the inferior orders of ſo- - 


4 
ciety ; 4 


this plan, when 1 reflect what prodigious 


[ 
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ciety; which moſt certainly, though it may 

not prove equally inſtructive to all, keeps 
them from employing their time and money, 
if not to bad, at leaſt to leſs rational purpoſes, 


How happy ſhould I have deemed myſzlf 


| in the earlier ſtage of my life, if I could 


: have met with the opportunity which every 
one capable of reading may now enjoy, of 
obtaining books at ſo eaſy a rate: Had that 


been the caſe, the Catalogue © of my Juveni: : 


Library, with which I preſented you in 2 


former letter, would have made a more 
reſpectable appearance, and 1 might pollibly 
have been enabled when 1 purchaſed Voung's 
Night Thoughts for a Chr Amas dinner, to 

| Have at the ſame time bought a joint of meat, 
and thus enjoyed both a mental and corpo- 

: real feaſt, as well as pleaſed my wife. (which 

I need not inform you the ladies ſay every 
Gs good huſband ought to do. 5 But after all, 
1 quere, Whether: if 1 had enjoyed ſuch an 
advantage, ſhould 1 ever have thought of 
commencing bookſeller ? If not, ſhould | 


have 


08; 
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have been the great man TI now feel myſelf, 


c 


and hope you acknowledge me to be? In 


4 


my next I will make a few obſervations on 


purchaſing manuſcripts, bookſellers Iibe- 
rality, authors turning publi. 


ers, &c. in the 
mean time, 


Dear Friend, . 5 


Yours. 


a 


le 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
„High in the world of letters and of wit, 
* Enthron'd like Jove behold opinion fit ! 
As ſymbols of her ſway, on either hand 
% Th' unfailing urns of praiſe and cenſure ſtand; I 


„ Their mingled ſtreams her motley ſervants ſhed 
On each bold author s ſelf devoted head. Ha AYLEY. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


55 1 Promiſed. in my lat. to Line 
vou a few remarks on purchaſing manu- 
ſeripts; and as 1 ſeldom make ſuch pur- 


chaſes, and but rarely publiſh any new books, 
8 V3 think you may fairly credit me for impar- 


tiality. Nothing is more common than to 
hear authors complaining againſt publiſhers, 
for want of liberality in purchaſing their 
manuſeripts. But I cannot help thinking 

that moſt of theſe complaints are groundleſs; 
and that were all things conſidered, publiſhers 
at leaſt many of them) would be allowed 


Th 1 more liberality than any other ſet 


tradeſmen, I mean fo far as relates to the 
2 pprchafing manuſcripts and e 


Not 
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Not to trouble you with a long enumera- 


tion of inſtances 1 in confirmation of this afler- 
tion, 1 ſhall barely mention the following : 


11 is owing to o the encouragement of hack: 

ſellers that the public is poſſeſſed of that 
valuable work Johnſon's Dictionary: and the 
ſame liberality to the doctor in reſpect to that 
| publication, his edition of Shakeſpeare, and 
= the Engliſh Poets, will always refle& honour 5 
| | on the parties. So ſenſible was the doctor of 8 


this, that he afſerted bookſellers were the 
beſt Mzcenas' 8. 


"i the late Sir In, R Dr. 
Y Cullen, Hume, Dr. Hill, Dr. Robertſon, 
. the preſent Mr. Gibbon, Kc. &c. are all 
3 ſtriking inſtances 2 the truth of my obſer- 
7 vation. | 


A 78 1 fool a pleaſure | in mentioning acts of 
* ideratity wherever they occur, ſuffer me to 
I quote the following paſſage from Sir John 

£ | Hawkins J Life of Dr. r. Johnſon: . 


88 


5 5 3 


, 2 


25 
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«6 The bookſellers with whom Mr. Cham. 
bers had contracted for his dictionary, find- 
ing that the work ſucceeded beyond their 
expectations, made him a voluntary preſent 
of, I think, 5ool. Other inſtances of the 
Uke generoſity have been known of a pro- 
feſſion of men, who, in the debates on the 
queſtion of literary property, have been de- f 


ſcribed as ſcandalous monopolizers, fattening | 
at the expence of other men's ingenuity, and 


__- growing opulent by oppreſſion.” He alfo 
A . ſlays, that Doctor Hill earned in one year 


Gy I 505 by bis pen. 


The late Mr. Elliot, bookſeller, of Edin- 
* burgh, gave Mr. Smellie a thouſand pounds 

for his Philoſophy of Natural Hiſtory, when 
only the heads of the chapters was wrote, 
Hume received only 200l. for one part of 


rs the Hiſtory of E Britain, but for the remainder 


of that work he had 5oool. Dr. Robertſon 
. was paid for his Hiſtory of Scotland but 600l, 
but for his Charles V. he received 4500 : 
| Dr. Blair obtained the higheſt price for Ser. 


mons that ever was given 3 they were pur⸗ 
1 : en — 


2 
621 * 


s . 
5 49 
= - 
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a by Mr. Cadell i in the Strand, and Mr. 
Creech of Edinburgh, and after the firſt two 
volumes of theſe Sermons were publiſhed, 
Dr. Blair was farther rewarded from another 
| quarter with a penſion of 200]. a year; Sher- : 


$ lock's Sermons had a very great ſale, as had 
A Dr. White's and many others, but none ever fs 
Y fold ſo well as Dr. Blair? 8, and the ſale of 8 
Y them! 18 fill as great as ever. 5 


+ Its e ed that the late 10 5 
5 Hawkeſworth received ſix thouſand pounds 
3 for his compilation of Voyages, if ſo (and I 
- | bave never heard it contradicted) 1 leave it to 
y conſiderate perſon to judge, whether i in 
ö baing ſo enormous a price, the publiſhers 
did not run a great riſk, when it is conſidered 
bow great the expences of bringing forward 
uch a work muſt have been. I have alſo 
been informed, that David Mallet, Eſq. 
b as offered two thouſand pounds for Lord 
6 1 e 5 Philoſophical . which 
de refuſed. 


. A very few years fince, Mr. 3 was paid 
teen hundred pet to ao a work, which 


* 


3 
8 —— 


* * 
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he died without performing, and the money 
being ſpent, it was not recoverable. Before 

Dr. Rees engaged to reviſe and improve 
Chambers's Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, 


very large ſums for that purpoſe had from 
time to time been obtained from the pro- 
prietors, by perſons who r never fulfilled their 
- engagements. . 


Tt ought alſo to be conſidered, that fre 
quently the money which is paid for the 
copy, is but trifling, compared with the 
expence of printing, paper, advertiſing, &c. 
and hundreds of inſtances may be adducedof 

is publiſhers having ſuſtained very great loſſes, 
and many have been made bankrupts, 
; through their liberality i in purchaſing manu- 
7 ſcripts and publiſhing them ; and on the other 
hand, it muſt be acknowledged that ſome 
e publiſhers have made great fortunes by thei 
- poppy rights, but their number is comparr 
tively ſmall. 


I have 3 yall of bookſellers who Fe 6 
quently offer as low as half a guinea pi 
volume for novels 1 in a ; it 18 


woc ; 


5 
e 
+ 
LID 
I 
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ſhocking price to be ſure, but it ſhould be 
remembered that as there are ſome of the 
trade who are mean enough to with to obtain 
valuable copy-rights for nothing ; ſo, on the 
other hand, many novels have been offered to 
| bookſellers ; indeed, many have actually been 

: publiſhed, that were not worth the expence 
Y of paper : and printing, ſo that the copyright 
. was dear at any price; and it ſhould be 

; remarked, that authors in general are apt to 


form too great expectations from their pro- 
$ ductions, many inſtances of which 1 could 
| e you, but 1 will only produce one, 


* | A gentleman a few years ſince ſhewed a 
. 1 to a publiſher, which he refuſed to 
- Wpurchaſe, but offered to be the publiſher if 5 
. the gentleman would print it, Kc. at his 


on expence, which he readily agreed to do; 


5 ſhe publiſher | then deſired to know how 


= gentleman began to compute how many 
= | „ there were in Great Britain, and 
red the publiſher that every family would. 
1% purchaſe one copy, but the publiſber Ry 


* copies ſhould. be Printed, on which 


A a 3 — not T 
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not being of the fune opinion, our author 
then ſaid that he would print fixty thouſand 


copies only, but added, he was afraid that 
another edition could not be got ready a3 
ſoon as it would be wanted. However 
after a long debate, the publiſher prevailed 
on him to print only ee hundred and ffiy, 
inſtead of ſixty thouſand, but promiſed 1 in caſe 
another edition ſhould be wanted in haſte, to 
make the printers work night and day, in 
order not to diſappoint the public. Thi 
work was ſoon afterwards publiſhed and ad- 
vertifed at a great rat; and for. a long time, 
but to the infinite mortification. of our ar 
thor, not one hundred copies were ſold, not 
even enough indeed to pay for the advertiſe 
ments. In the preceding inſtance, I am pet 
ſuaded the publiſher did his beſt to promo 
the ſale of the work; but 1 in general when 


: authors keep their own copy-right they Wl | 
: not ſucceed, and many books have ben 


conſigned to oblivion, through the ind 


_ "tention and miſmanagement of publiſhers = 
moſt of them are enyious of the ſuccelo 5 
ſuch works as do not turn to their own # : 
PS 8 cowl 1 


x | Wy 
* { : „ 


5.8 


5 count 3 very many juſt complaints are made 


. 4 on this head, ſo that I am fully of opinion 
| : that for authors to ſucceed well they ſhould 55 
| 1 2 ſell their copy-rights, or be previouſly well 


EZ acquainted with the characters of their pub- 
BK liſhers. | 8 


Mauy works may be mentioned that never 


| 4 ; fold well, whilſt the author retained the 
F copy-right, which ſold rapidly after the 
copy- right was fold to the trade ; and no | 
wonder, for if the publiſher wiſhes to- pur= 
chaſe the copy-right, he ſometimes will take | 


| care, to prevent the ſale of it, in order to 


make the author out of conceit with the 
. and be willing to part with the copy- 
ZE right for 2 mere trifle ; but this! is only true 
5 of ſome publiſhers; I am ſorry that any 


ſuch ſhould be found, but 1 am ſure as to 
the fact. 


As 1 Bare beide obſereet; there are ſome 


-anttors. who become their own publiſhers, | 
but that mode will ſeldom or never anſwer, : 
by fifty to one might be ſold by being ex- 
 Poſed to view, and recommended 1 in book- 
8 Aa 4 = belles 
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i ſellers ſhops, where ladies and gentlemen are 
continually calling to purchaſe ſome books, 
and to turn over others, and often by dip- 
ping into publications are led to purchaſe 
ſuch as they had no intention to buy. But 
authors thould be reminded that there are | 
many who would not go to private houſes to 
| look over books when they are not certain to 
purchaſe, and where, if they do purchaſc, 
they are to take them home i in their pockets, 
or be at the trouble of ſending for them, 
which | is not the caſe when they purchaſe at 
a bookſeller $ ſhop. And all authors ſhould 
be ſure. to give the full allowance to the 
trade, or their works can never have a great 
5 ſale, as no bookſeller can reaſonably be ex 
pected to promote the ſale of a work in 
which he is abridged of his uſual. profits, 
and the more liberality authors exerciſe to- 
wards the trade, the greater will be their 
profits i in the end. For it is inconceivable 
. miſchief bookſellers can and often 0 
do to authors, as thouſands of books are 
early written for to London, that are never | 
"Gents Ang | in theſe Caſes {BIA plauſible | rea- 
SIN ſons 
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ſons are aſſigned by them for ſuch omiſſions, 


As, The book is too dear, or it is out of 
print; the author is ſcarce ever at home; he 
gives too much trouble; he does not keep bis 
work bound, or ſewed; he is gone from his 
former lodging, and no one knows where to 
find him; the work is not worth your pur- 


chaſing; ſuch a one has wrote much better on 


= the ſubje&,” &c. &c. and i in ſuch caſes, what 
| redreſs can an author have for ſo eſſential an 


= injury? 
an, 
Dear Friend, 


„ 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


Books, of all earthly things my chief delight ; ; 
7 My exerciſe by day, and dreams by night; 
4e Diſpaſſion'd maſters, friends without deceit, 
« Who flatter not; companions ever ſweet ; 
* With whom Im always cheerful, from whom riſe, 
__ * Improv'd and better, if not good and wiſe; 
cc Grave, faithful counſellors, who all excite, 
0 Inſtruct and ſtrengthen to behave aright; 
. 40 Admoniſh us, when fortune makes her Court, 
5 And when ſhe's abſent, ſolace and ſupport. 
— Happy the man to whom 3 ye are well known, 
* Tis his own fault if ever he's alone.“ Anon vou 


| DEAR FRIEND, = 


| Arrnoven the reſult of 
the plan which I adopted for reducing the 
price of books, as mentioned in my laſt, 
was a vaſt increaſe of purchaſers, yet at the 
ſame time I found a prodigious accumulation 
of my expences ; which will not appear 
ſtrange, when J inform you, that I made 
7 proportionably large purchaſes, ſuch as two | 5 
hundred copies of one book, three hundred > 
of another, five hundred of a third, a i thou-! 5 
fand i 
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fand of a fourth, two thouſand of a fifth, 


nay, ſometimes I have purchaſed fix thod- | 
ſand copies of one book, and at one time 1 
actually had no leſs than TEN THOUSAND 


; + copIEs of Watts's Pſalms, and the ſame 


number of his Hymns, in my poſſeſſion. In 
addition to theſe, 1 purchaſed very large 
numbers of many thouſand different arti- 
cles, at trade ſales of all ſorts, as bankrupt 
ſales, ſales of ſuch as had retired from bufi- 
nels, others cauſed by the death of bookſellers, 
ſales to reduce large ſtocks, annual ſales, &c. 
that you may form ſome idea, I muſt inform 
you that at one of the above fales, I have 
purchaſed books to the amount of five thou- 
ſand pounds! in one afternoon. N ot · to men- 
tion thoſe purchaſed of authors, and town and 
 _y bookſellers, by private contract, &c. 
to a very conſiderable amount. My expences 
were alſo exceedingly increaſed by the ne- 
celſity I was under of keeping each article i in 


a variety of different kinds of bindings, to 
ſuit the various taſtes of my cuſtomers; be- '< 


hides P ay ing my bills for the above, 1 Was — 


always obliged to find ready money to pay 4 
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for libraries and parcels of ſecond-hand books, 
which after a while poured | in upon me from 


town and country. So that I often look 
back with aſtoniſhment at my courage (or 


-— = temerity, if you pleaſe) in purchaſing, and 


my wonderful ſucceſs in taking money ſuf- 2 


8 ficient to pay the extenſive demands that 


- were perpetually made upon me, as there 1 18 

not another inſtance of ſucceſs ſo rapid and 
conſtant under ſuch circumſtances. Some 
indeed there have been, who for two or 
three years, purchaſed away very faſt, but 
could not perſevere, as they were unable to 


KH ſell with equal rapidity: for no one that has 


not a quick ſale can poſſibly ſucceed with 


| | Enge numbers. For ſuppoſing that a book- | 


ſeller expends a thouſand pounds in the pur- 
chaſe of four articles (I have often 7 Fare that 
in only one article) and theſe are bought at a 


quarter the uſual price, the intereſt of the 


money is fifty pounds a year; beſides which, 


ſome allowance muſt be made for warehouſe- 


room, inſurance from fire, &c. ſo that grant- 


3 2 ing he might ſell a few of each article every : 


= your: at four times the ru he firſt paid for 
e p „ them, 
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them, yet if he does not ſell enough to pay 
the intereſt and other expences of thoſe that 
remain, he is, after all, on the loſing ſide; 


= which has been the caſe with the major part 


of ſuch as have purchaſed a large number of 


one book, and I have known many inſtances 


of bookſellers purchaſing articles at a quarter | 
the price, and ſelling them at the full price, 


and yet have not had two per cent. for their 
money. 


| For ſeveral years together I thought I 
| ſhould be obliged to deſiſt from purchaſing a 
large number of any one article ; for although 7 
by not giving any credit I was enabled to ſell 


very cheap, yet the heavy ſtock of books in 
ſheets often diſheartened me, fo that I more 


5 than once reſolved to leave off purchaſing all 
| ſuch articles where the number was very 
large. But, mehow or other, a torrent of 
buſineſs ſuddenly poured ; in upon me on all 
ſides, ſo that I very ſoon forgot my reſolu- 
tion of not making large purchaſes, and now 
find my account in firmly adhering to that 
method; and being univerſally known for 


my making 7 
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making large purchaſes, moſt of the trade in 
town and country, and alſo authors of every 
8 deſeription, are continually furniſhing me with 
opportunities. In this branch of trade it is 
next to impoſſible for me ever to have any 
formidable rivals, as it requires an uncom- ; 
mon exertion, as well as very uncommon 
ſucceſs, and that for many years together, ; 
to riſe to any great degree of eminence in 

that particular line. This ſucceſs muſt be 
attained too, without the aid of novelty, 
which I found to be of very great ſervice to 
me: And ſhould any perſon begin on my 


8 plan and ſucceed extremely well, he could 


never ſuperſede me, as I am ſtill enlarging 
my buſineſs every year, and the more it is 
extended the cheaper I can afford to ſell; ſo 
that though I may be purſued, 1 cannot be 
overtaken, except. I ſhould (as ſome others 
have done) be ſo infatuated and blinded by 
proſperity, as to think that the public would 
continue their favours, even though the plan 
of buſineſs were reverſed. But as the firſt 
king. of Bohemia kept his country ſhoes by 5 
him, to remind him from whence he was 


3 
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taken, have put a motto on the doors of 
E my carriage, conſtantly to remind me to what 
| 11 am indebted for my proſperity, Viz. 


c SMALL PROFITS DO GREAT THINGS,” | 


And I aſſure you, Sir, that reflecting on the 
means by which I have been enabled to ſup-⸗ 
port a carriage, adds not a little to the plea- 


ſure of riding in it. I believe I may, with» 
out being deemed cenſorious, aſſert, that 
there are ſome who ride in their carriages, 


who cannot reflect on the means by which 


they were acquired with an 1 equal degree of i 
ſatisfaction. 


| « If ſplendor charm not, yet avoid the ſcorn 

5 That treads on lowly ſtations, think of ſome _ 
 * Aſſiduous booby mounting o'er your head, =: 
And thence with ſaucy grandeur looking down ; 

% Think of (reflection's ſtab!) the pitying friend, 
« With ſhoulder ſhrugg'd, and ſorry. Think that time 
cc Has golden minutes, if diſcreetly ſeiz'd. 
© Riches and fame are induſtry's reward. 

e The nimble runner courſes fortune down, 

N * And then he banquets, for ſhe feeds the bold.” 
1 Pr. Sneyd Davies to F. Commwallis, 


1 am, dear Friend, yours. 


LETTER | 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


. Thoſe who would lamiug $ glorious kingdom find, 
*The dear · bought treaſure of the trading mind, 

«© From many dangers muſt themſelves acquit, 

% And more than Scylla and Charybdis meet. 
„ Oh! what an ocean muſt be yoyaged o'er, 
3 « To gain a proſpect of the ſhining ſtore! 

8 CY Reſiſting rocks oppoſe th* enquiring ſoul, 

| And adverſe waves retard it as they roll, 

3 10 The little knowledge now which man obtains, ; 
From outward objects and from ſenſe he gains; 
He like a wretched ſlave muſt plod and ſweat, 
* By day muſt toil, by night that toil repeat; 

« Andyet, at laſt, what little fruit he gains, 

2-00 beggar 8 harveſt N with mighty pains! FE | 

1 Poweaer, 20 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Ir has lan aſked, times in- 

3 how 1 acquired any tolerable 
degree of knowledge, ſo as to enable me to 
form any ideas of the merits or demerits of 
: books; or how I. became ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the Prices that books wele 

commonly fold for, ſo as to be able to buy 

and fell ; particularly books in the learned 


and forcign anne Many have: thought 
= da 
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that Mom the beginning I always Leph ſhop- 
men to furniſh me with inſtructions neceſſary 
to carry on my buſineſs; but you and all my 
old friends and acquaintances well know that 
not to have been the caſe; as for the firſt 
thirteen years after 1 became a bookſeller, I 


never had one ſhopman who knew any thing 
of the worth of books, or how to write a 
ſingle page of catalogue properly, much leſs 
# to compile the whole. I always wrote them 
„ my ſelf, ſo long as my health would permit: 
indeed I continued the practice for years 
I after my health was much impaired by too 
Y conſtant an application to that and reading; 

K and when 1 was at laſt obliged to give up 
Y writing them, * for ſeveral catalogues ſtood 
. by and dictated to others; even to the pre- 

| ſent time I take ſome little part in their 
3 compilation; and as 1 ever did, 5 ſtill conti- Fr 
Inue to fix the price to every book that is ſold 

| L in my ſhop, except ſuch articles as are both 
1 |bought and ſold again while I am out of 
own. 1 have now many aſſiſtants in my 
1 op, Who buy, ſell, and 1 in ſhort tranſact the £ 
* mejor part of my buſineſs, 58 | 
= B b 5 
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As to the little knowledge of Reerature | 
poſſeſs, it was acquired by dint of applica. 
tion. In the beginning I attached myſelf 
very cloſely to the ſtudy of divinity and 
moral philoſophy, ſo that I became tolerably 
acquainted with all the points controverted 


between divines; after having read the 
great champions for chriſtianity, I next read 
the works of Toulmin, Lord Herbert, Tin- 
dal, Chubb, Morgan, Collins, Hammond, 
Woolſton, Annet, Mandeville, Shafteſbury, 
D'Argens, ' Bolingbroke, Williams, Helve- 
tius, Voltaire, and many other free-thinkers, 
I have alſo read moſt of our Engliſh poets, 
and the beſt tranſlations of the Greek and 
Latin Claſſics, and alſo of the Italian and 
French poets; nor did I omit to read 
| | Hiſtory, Voyages, Travels, Natural FLO, 
| Biography, &c. 


Survey the lobe, each ruder realm explore, 
. From reaſon's fainteſt ray to Newton ſoar; . 
What different ſpheres to human bliſs aſſign'd! 
* What flow gradations i in the ſcale of mind. 
= Vet mark in each theſe myſtic wonders wrought, 
=_ Oh mark the fleepleſs energies of thought.” + 
ff FEELS Fraue of Memory 
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At one time I had a ſtrong ncligiigh to 5 

learn French, but as ſoon as I was enabled to 
make out and abridge titlepages, ſo as to inſert © 
them right in my catalogues, I left off for 
what appeared to me more pleaſing as well 
as more neceſſary purſuits; reflecting that 5 
as I began ſo late in life, and had probably 
but a very ſhort period to live, (and I paid 
1 ſome regard to what Helvetius has aſſerted, 
E viz, that No man acquires any new ideas 
J after he is forty-five years of age.”) I had no 
3 | time to beſtow on the attainment of lan 
ST 


« Tis weak | in any man to laviſh pains, 
& And rifle and confound his brains.” 


I | hats, ME REID myſelf 1 th reading all 
3 the tranſlations of the claſſics, and inſerted the 
L originals 1 in my Catalogues as well as I could; 
and when ſometimes I happened to put the 
| : enitive or Dative caſe inſtead of the Nomi- 
5 ative or Accuſative, | my euſtomers kindly 
E onſidered this as a venial fault, which. they 
eadily pardoned, and bought the books Hos. 
K thſlanding, 


33 25 s : e 11 
Tba a 


5 that I have alſo read moſt of our beſt plays 4 
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As I have indefatigably uſed my beſt 


endeavours to, acquire knowledge, I never 
thought I had the ſmalleſt reaſon to be 
aſhamed on account of my deficiency, eſpe- 
cially as I never made pretenſions to erudi. 
tion, or affected to poſſeſs what I knew! 
was deficient In. A bookſeller (fays Mr, 
Paterſon i in his Joineriana) 1 is in general, a bad 
judge of every thing—but his ſtupidity ſhines 
moſt conſpicuouſly i in that particular branch 
of knowledge by which he is to get his 
| bread,” Dr. Young's couplet, you will there- 


fore think equally applicable to many 
others as well as ; myſelf : . 


Kh Babe men of Peck ume the care, 
e eunuchs are che 3 8 of the fair,” Love of Fame, 


iT: had like to have for got to :eform you, 3 


and am ſo fond of the Theatre, that in ti 
winter ſeaſon I have often been at Dru 
Lane or Covent-Garden four or five even L 
in a week. 4 


c 


There n my mind | 
e With the ſoft thrillings of the tragic muſe, | 
“ Divine Melpomene, ſweet pity's nurſe, | 
LQucen of the ſtately ep, and flowing pall. 
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10 Nor let Monimia f mourn with freaming eyes, 5 


2 Her joys inceſtuous, and polluted love: 
Nov let ſoft Juliet in the gaping tomb 


Print the laſt kiſs on her true Romeo's 15 
His lips yet reeking from the deadly draught. 
% Or Jaffier kneel for one forgiving look. 
Nor ſeldom let the Moor on Deſdemona 
Pour the miſguided threats of jealous rage. 19 25 
Hy ſoft degrees the manly torrent ſteas 
* From my ſwoln eyes, and at a brother's woe 
My big heart melts in ſympathiſing tears. 
« What are the ſplendors of the gaudy court, 
Its tinſel trappings, and its pageant pomps * Z 
To me far happier ſeems the baniſh'd Lord, e 
Amid Siberia's unrejoicing wilds,” WanToN, 4 


Another great ſource of amuſement as 
| 4 well as knowledge, I have met with in read- 
ing almoſt all the beſt novels; by the beft, 1 
mean thoſe written by Cervantes, Fielding, 

| Smollet, Richardſon, Miſs Burney, Voltaire, 
| Nlarmontel, Sterne, Le Sage, Goldſmith, 
ZR ackenzie, Dr. Moor, Green, oC Smith, 
| 4 unning, Lee, Reeves, Lennox, Radcliff, | 
| End ſome others. And I have often thought, 5 
Þ With Fielding, that ſome of thoſe publica- 


Fons have given us a more genuine hiſtory 


* Man, in what are called Romances, than 
| þ ſometimes to be found under the more re- 


B bz : ſpectable 


* 4 8 
* 2 * £ * 
* 


g % PP ” : 
> 17 
A» 7 * 1 * 
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5 ſpectable titles of Hiſtory, Biography, Ke. | 5 
have indeed dipped into Ne thing as Dr. 


Armſtron 8 adviſes. 


Toy with your books, and as the various ; ft 
% Of humour ſeize you, from philoſophy 
«@ To fable ſhift, from ſerious Antonine 
&« To Rabelais ravings, and from proſe to ſong, 

„While reading pleaſes, but no longer read, 

« And read aloud reſounding Homer's ſtrains, 

% And wield the thunder of Demoſtheyes. 

« The cheſt ſo exerciſed, improves its thoughts, 
4 And quick vibrations throꝰ the bowels drive 
e The reſtlefs blood, which in unactive days 

Would boiter elſe, through unelaſtic tubes, 
Deem it not trifling, while I recommend 

What poſture ſuits; to ſtand and fit by turns, 
8 « As nature prompts, is beſt, but o'er your leares 
| 2 To lean for ever cramps the vital parts, 

8 And robs the fine machinery of its play.” 


Art of . Health, 


thi order to i ſome ideas in Aftro- 


nomy, Geography, Electricity, Pneum:. 
tics, &c. I attended a few lectures given by 
the late eminent Mr. Ferguſon, the preſent 
very ingenious Mr. Walker, and otbers; 
and for ſome time ſeveral gentlemen ſpent 
two or: three evenings in a week at my 


Beule, for the n of improvement in 


ſcience. 


r 
_ 


l 


V who knew the parties, the idea of having 
TH been deſigned as a burleſque inſtead of an 


tions. 


LIFE OP J. Lack NON. 403 


ſcience. 


ofa phical inſtruments— 


„ The mention of which revives in my me- 
1 mory the loſs I ſuſtained by the premature 

: : death of a worthy philoſophical friend, 
| I | whom you have met, when you occaſionally ö 


did us the honor of making one of the even- 


ing party, and benefiting vs by your inſtruc- 
1 could ſay much in his praiſe, bus 
ſhall forbear, as another friend; who was : | 
alſo one of this M: may truly ſay) rational a 
Z  afſembly, has compoſed what I think a juſt 
character of him, free from that fulſome 
panegyric which too often degrades thoſe it 


is meant to celebrate, and conveys to all 


encomium; however, as you may not have 55 
5 ſeen | it (though | in print) and it will engroſs 
| ; but a very little of your time to peruſe, [ 
| # ſhall here beg leave to inſert it. 2 


Bb, 


At theſe meetings we made the 
beſt uſe of our time with globes, teleſcopes, 
- microſcopes, electrical machines, air pumps, 
air guns, 4 good bottle of ure, aud other * 
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With what ſurpriſe poſterity ſhall ſee | 
es * panegyrie Ren without a fee!“ 5 


974. On 1 May 24, 1789, died at "bi 


houſe in Worſhip-ſtreet, Moorfields, aged 
50, Mr. Ralph Tinley; one who had not 
: dignity of birth or elevated rank in life to 
* boaſt of, but who poſſeſſed what is far ſu- 
perior to either, a ſolid underſtanding, 


amiable manners, a due ſenſe of religion, 


and an induſtrious diſpoſition, | Inſtead of | 
riches, Providence bleſſed him with a good 
ſhare of health, and a mind contented with 
an humble ſituation. Thoſe hours which 
he could ſpare from a proper attention to 
the duties of a huſband and a father, aud | 


manual labour as a ſhoemaker, were inceſ⸗ 


ſantly employed in the improvement of 
« his mind. in various branches of ſcience; 
in many of which he attained a profici- 
ency, totally diveſted of that affectation of 
ſuperiority which little minds aſſume. 
Theſe qualities rendered him reſpected by 


all who knew him, as an intelligent man, 


2B and a moſt agrecable companion. Among 


2 other igen ENToMoLoGY was his 


66 « peculiar 
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s peculiar delight. Thus far the proſpect i is 
; pleaſing. It is a painful taſk to add, that 
&« this amiable perſon fell a victim to an un- 
: happy error in taking a medicine. The 
& evening previous to his deceaſe he ſpent in 
ta philotophical ſociety, of which he had 
N many years been a member, and where 
„ his attendance had been conſtant ; but 
| finding bimſelf indiſpoſed, he in the 
morning early had recourſe to a phaal of 
* antimonial wine, which had long been in 
his poſſeſſion, and of which only a ſmall 
66 part remained. This, moſt unfortunately ! 
1 e ſwallowed ; and it having by long ma- 
ation, acquired an extraordinary degree 
« of ſt ength, and being rendered turbid by ey 
mixing with the metallic particles, it pro- 
3 d quced the effect of a violent poiſon, occa- 
=, ſioning almoſt inſtantaneous death. May - 
0 his fate prove a warning to others, to be 5 
careful how they venture to confide in 
4 their own judgment i in ſo intricate a ſcience 
as medicine His valuable cabinet of in- 
* ſeas, both foreign and domeſtic, ſuppoſed 
. ; to be one of the completeſt (of a private * 


bs as 


How much more difficult then was it for me 
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«6 collection) in the kingdom, all ſcientifi. 
« cally arranged with peculiar neatneſs, and 
1 M in the fineſt preſervation, wall (if it falls 

«© into proper hands,) remain a monument of 


* his knowledge and application. hut to 
FRO 


My thirſt was, and fill! 1s 7 great for lite- 
rature, that I could almoſt ſubſcribe to the 
opinions of Herillus the philoſopher, who | 
placed in learning the ſovereign good, and . 
maintained that it was alone ſufficient to 
5 make us wiſe and happy; ; others have ſaid 
that « Learning i is the mother of all virtue, 
and that vice is produced from ignorance,” 
although that is not ſtrictly true, yet 1 
cannot help regretting the diſadvantages 
I labor under by having been deprived of the 
benefits of an early education, as it is a loſs 
a that can ſcarcely be repaired, in any ſituation. . 


to attain any degree of proficiency, when i in- 
volvedi in the concerns of a large buſineſs ? 


. Without a genius learning ſoars in vain, 

And without learning, genius ſinks again; 
LW Thar force r crowns the ſprightly reign.” Mo 2 

8 Krains rok“ s Horace. 
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The inſtructions that I received from met 
and books were often like the ſeeds ſown 


among thorns, the cares of the world choaked 


them : 


« My head was full of houſehold cares, 
And neceſſary dull affairs,” Lord Lyttleton, 


So that although I underſtand a little of 


many branches of literature, yet my know- 


ſuperficial; which indeed 1 need not have 
3014 vou. As Montaigne faid two hundred | 

years ago, I may fay now, 1 have a ſmatch | 

« of every thing, and nothing thoroughly 
& - la-mode de Francoiſe, As to my natural 
parts, Ioften find them to bow under the : 


* 


burden; my fancy and judgment do but 


. | 


far as I can, I am by no means fatisfied ; 
40 


wrapped up in clouds, that my dim fight 


1 ſee more land ſtill before me, but fo 


ledge 18, after all, 1 freely confeſs, but 


grope in the dark, ſtaggering, tripping, < 


and ſtumbling ; and when I have gone as 


64 cannot diſtinguiſh what it 18. wo However, 


ſuperficial ; as it is, it affords me an endleſs 
5 ſource of pleaſure. | 


4% And 


concern; but if I diſcovered that J had (as 


| cuſtomer and his friends for ever, but if I 


recommend my ſhop to his acquaintances, 
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"Y « And books are Aill my bighelt joy, | „ 
e "Theſe earlieſt pleaſe, and lateſt cloy.” SoAME IEX TRS. 
It has alſo been of very great uſe to me in buſi. 
neſs, as it enabled me to put a value on thou- 
ſands of articles, before! knew what ſuch books 
were commonly ſold at: 'tis true I was ſome- 
times miſtaken, and have ſold a very great 
number of different articles much lower than 
1 ought, even on my own plan of ſelling very 
cheap, yet that never gave me the ſmalleſt | 


ſometimes was the caſe) fold any articles 
too dear, it gave me much uneaſineſs; 
for whether 5 i had any other motives I 
will leave to ſuch as are acquainted with 


me to determine, but 1 teaſoned thus; if 1 


1 a book too dear, T perhaps loſe that 


= Mil articles conſiderably under their real 
value, the purchaſer will come again aud 


ſo that from the principles of ſelf-intereſt I 
would ſell cheap; . always was inclined to 
reaſon in this manner, and nine years ſince 


A very rrifling circumſtauce operated much 
| upon 
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upon my mind, and fully convinced me my 
| judgment, was right on that head. Mrs. 
5 Lackington had bought a piece of linen to 
make me ſome ſhirts ; when the linen-dra- 
: per's man brought it into my ſhop, rhree 
ladies were preſent, and on ſeeing the cloth 8 
opened, aſked Mrs. L. what it coſt per yard: 
on being told the price, they all ſaid it was 
very cheap, and each lady went and pur- 
chaſed the fame quantity, to make ſhirts for 
5 their huſbands, thoſe pieces were again diſ- 


played to their acquaintances, ſo that the A 4 
| linen- draper got a deal of cuſtom from that — 


85 very circumſtance ; and 1 reſolved to do 
likewiſe, However rifling this anecdote 
| may appear, vou will pardon me for intro- 
5 ducing it, when you reflect that it was pro- 
ductive of very beneficial conſequences, and 


that many greater effects have ariſen from as 


EE trivial cauſes. We are even told that Sir 


ä Iſaac Newton would probably never have : 
ſtudied the ſyſtem of gravitation bad he not 
been under an apple tree, when ſome of the 
| fruit looſened from the branches and fell to 


the 
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the earth; it was the queſtion of a ſimple 
- gardener concerning a pump, that led Galileo 
to ſtudy and diſcover the weight of the air. 
To the tones of a welch harp, are we indebted 

for the bard of Gray ; ; aud Gibbon formed : 

the deſign of that truly great work, his 

Hiſtory of the Decline of the Roman Empire, 

while viewing the ruins of the Capitol, 

= Lult'd Is the counties chambers of the brain, 

„Our thoughts are link'd by many a hidden chain; 

16 Awake but one, and lo, what myriads 928 . 
va: B ach pe its image as the other flies.” 

| | Pleaſures of Memory. 


Dear Friend, 


| Yours, 


LETTER 


LETTER XXXIX. 


« OD. — Honeſt Engliſhmen ; who never were e abroad, 
% Like England only, and its taſte applaud, 
ce Strife ſtill ſubſiſts, which yields the better gout ; 
«© Books or the world, the many or the few, 
«© True taſte to me is by this touchſtone ec 
0. That 8 always beſt nar s neareſt to my own.” . 
Man of Taſte, 
In my Delia all endowments meet; 
*All that is juſt, agreeable, or ſweet, 
All that can praiſe and admiration move; 
„All that the wiſeſt and the braveſt love, Br, SPREE, 
« Her thoughts: are manly, ans ſenſe refin' , Pow FRET, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Ir b: has been long 1 re- 


that a perſon may be well. ac- 
quainted | with books, or in other words, | 
may be a very learned man, and yet remain 
E almoſt totally i ignorant of men and manners, 
as Mallet remarks of a famous divine: "Jo 


marked, 


© While Poulan, long to 8 ſchools Gd, 
And but by books acquainted with mankind, 
| « Dorn, | in the fulneſs of the pedant's pride, 


066 6 


w 


—_— 


— —Tho' no judge decide.“ 


Verbal Criticiſm, - 


Hence 


"4 
| 
[ 
' 
} 
| 
2 
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Hence many fine chimerical ſyſtems of 
law, government, &c. have been ſpun out 
of the prolific brains of the learned, which 
have only ſerved to amuſe others as learned 
and as unacquainted with mankind as the : 
authors, and have frequently produced a 
number of remarks, replies, obſervations, 
ſevere (not to fay ſcurrilous) criticiſms, and 
new ſyſtems and hypotheſes ; t theſe again 
gave birth to freſh remarks, rejoinders, Ke. | 


_— ad—(infinitum). Theſe learned men, after 


tiring themſelves and the public, have gene- 


1 rally left them juſt as wiſe on the ſubjcR: ; as 


5 when they began, nay often 


1 cc From _ ſame band how various 18 the page; ; | 
What civil war their brother pamphlets rage? 
KC Tan battle tracts, ſelf. contradictions * You NG, 


The reading and ſtudying of Hiſtory, 
Voyages, Travels, &c. will no doubt con · 
tribute much to that kind of knowledge, f 
but will not alone be ſufficient; in order to 
5 become a proficient i in that vſoful branch of 1 
hs knowledge. © MAN KNOW THYSELF 1” was 
a precept of the ancient philoſophers. But 


1 can ſcarce think 1 it poflible for any man to 
Be L] be 
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be well acquainted with himſelf, without 
his poſſeſſing a tolerable degree of knowled e 
of the reſt of mankind. In the former part 
of my life 1 faw a deal of what 1 is called low 

h life, and became acquainted with the cuſ- ; 

| toms, manners, diſpoſitions, prejudices, &c. 
4 of the labouring part of the community, in 


various cities, towns, and villages ; ; for years 


paſt, I have ſpent ſome of my leiſure hours 


among that claſs of people who are called 
opulent or genteel tradeſmen; nor have 1 
Y been totally excluded from higher circles. ; 
5 The middle ſtation of life (fays Hume) is 
the moſt favourable to the acquiring of wiſ⸗ 
dom and ability, as well as of virtue, and a 
man ſo fortunate has a better chance of attain- 
q inga knowledge both of men and things, 
than thoſe of a more elevated ſtation. He 
I enters with more familiarity | into human 
5 life; every thing appears in its natural co- 
b | lours before him ; ; he has more leiſure to form 
L obſervations, and has beſides: the motive of 
ambition to puſh him on in his attainments, 5 
H being certain that he can never riſe to any 
1 0 c 3535 Kiginction, 


n LACKINGTON. 


* Ain tion, or eminence to the world, with. 


=— out bis own induſtry. 


Kut among all the ſchools e the 
Hd of mankind is to be acquired, ] 
know of none equal to that of a bookſellers 
ſhop. A bookſeller who has any tafte in li- 


| rerature, may in ſome meaſure be faid to 


feed his mind as cooks and butchers wives 
get fat by the ſmell of meat. If the maſter 


1s of an inquiſitive and communicative turn, 


and! is in a conſiderable line of buſineſs, bis 


hop will then be a place of reſort for men, 


women, and children, of various nations, 


TO» and of more various capacities, . 
„ tions, Ke. 


| Who der but wiſhesto prolong his de, 
And on thoſe caſes caſt a ling ting look; 


For who to thoughtleſs ignorance a prex 
Neglect to hold ſhort dalliance with a book, 
Reports attract the lawyer's parting e, 
Novels Lord Fopling and Sir Plume require, 
For ſongs and plays the voice of beauty cries z 45 
And ſenſe and nature Grandifon defire. : 


> adduce a few inſtances by: way of illof 


tration Here you may find an old Sau 
inquirug 


1 
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inquiring for The Counteſs of Hunting- 
: don's Hymn- book; 15 an old worn- out rake, 
: for © Harris's Lift of Covent-garden Ladies ;*? 

I ſimple Simon, for The Art of writing Love- 
R letters;“ and Dolly for a Dream- book; the 

I lady of true taſte and delicacy wants Louiſa 
= Mathews; and my lady s maid, © Ovid's 
Art of Love; ;” a doubling Chriſtian, calls for 
6 The Crumbs of Comfort;“ : and a prac- = 
I tical Amtinomian, for © Eton? J Honeycomb 
3 of Free Juſtification ;' ;” the pious Chur ch- 
3 woman, for The Week's Preparation 3” ; 

. and the the , for £ Hammond? 8 Letter to 
I Dr. Prieſtley ; Fooknin' 8 Eternity of the 
I World, and Hume's Dialogues on Natural 905 
Y Religion; * the Mathematician, for « Sander- 5 
1 ſon's Fluxions ;” Io the Beau, for &« © The 1 
L Toilet of F lora ;* 3 the Courier, for « Ma- . 
Y chiavel 8 Prince,“ or © Burke on the Reve- : | 
$ lution in France ;” 3 and a Republican, for 
A Paine 5 Rights of Man 35 the tap- room Po- 
z ltician,, wants he The Hiſtory of Wat Tyler,” 
bt or of The Fiſherman of Naples ;” * and an 
| 5] old Chellea Penfioner, calls for The Hiſtory BEG ; 
El of the Wars of glorious Queen Anne he 
3 0 C2 Critic. . 
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Critic calls for Bayle' 8 Hiſtorical Diaton, 
ary—Blair' s Lectures Johnſon's Lives * the 
Poets, and the laſt month's reviews; 3” and 
my Barber wants The Seſſions Paper,” or 
„The Trial of John the Painter :” the Fre. 
15 thinker aſks for Hume's Effays,” and the 
young Student, for © Leland's View of 
Deiſtical Writers ;” the Fortune- teller want 
« Sibley's Tranſlation of Placidus de T' itus, 
5 Sanderſon' 8 Secrets of Palmiſtry;“ ;“ and 
0 the Sceptic wants Cornelius Agripp! 

a Vanity of the Arts and Sciences; an di 
hardened ſinner, wants Bun yan's Good New 
for the vileſt of Men 3” and a moral Cbriſia 
4 wants The Whole Duty of Man; “ tle 


Roman Catholic wants The Lives of the | 
Saints 3 the Proteflant wants « Fox's Bod, 
. of Martyrs;“ one aſks for 66 An Account u E 
Animal Magnetiſm ; another or“ The Vic f - 
torious Philoſopher” s Stone Shower ; ” ol 
wants „The Death of Abel ;” another d. z 

fires to have „The Spaniſn Rogue; ol - 


wants an“ Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory "hy anothe ” 
The Tyburn Chronicle; one wants * Je - 


. ſon' 8 Lives of the Highwaymen ;” ; - anotif 2 
3 we 
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ö wants en Lives of pious Women;“ 
g Miſs 5 calls for Euclid i n 
| Greet; and a young drome for © Juliet Gren- 
ville, a novel; 0 and the phileſo ow: 1 8 8 into 


F every thing, 


But it wands be an endleſs taſk to for down 
W the various and oppoſite articles that are con- 
W ftantly called for in my ſhop. To talk to 
| : | theſe different purſuers after happineſs, or 


4 amuſement, has given me much pleaſure, | 
and afforded me ſome knowledge of man- 
E | Lind. and alſo of books : and to hear. the 
E| debates that frequently occur between the 
by different purchaſers is a fine amuſement; ts 
| | that I have ſometimes compared my ſhop to 
; a ſtage. And 1 aſſure you that a variety of 5 
bo characters, ſtrongly marked, conftantly made 

| J their pen, : es | 


5 Ye who puſh'd on by noble ardour am 

„ In ſocial life to gain immortal fame, 
= * Obſerve the various paſſions of mankind, 

« Gen' ral, peculiar, ſingle and combin'd, ' | 
_ . 8 How youth from manhood differ in its views, 
_ < And how old age ſtill other paths purſues; : 
2 65 How -zeal in Priſcus nothing more than beau, 8 . 
N F 13 ce In Codex burns, and ruins all i is meets; —.— | 
1 ce 
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Wo How freedom now a lovely face ſhall wear, 
% Now ſhock. us in the likeneſs of a bear, 

„ How jealouſy in ſome reſembles hate, 

In others ſeems but love grown delicate; 
How modeſty is often pride refin'd, 
o And virtue but the canker of the mind; 
| 5 How love of riches, grandeur, life 8 "TY 


112; Wear diff rent ſhapes, and yet are ſtill the ſame. 
Eſſay on n Converſti 


5937.0 


Would my health permit my conſtant at- 
| tendance, I ſhould prefer it, to every thing 
1n life (reading excepted) and you may recol- 
lect that for ſome years I ſought no other 
| amuſement whatever. It was at a bookſ- 
ler's ſhop at Athens, that Zeno, after his 
great loſs by ſhipwreck, found conſolation in 
reading Xenophon : ; there he ſoon forgot his 

| loſs, where (ſays he to the bookſeller) do 

: theſe ſort of men live ; the philoſopher Crates 

was at the door, whom Zeno followed, and 
from that hour became his diſciple. 


Hala bete long habituated to make re 
marks on whatever I faw or heard, 18 ano- 
ther reaſon why I have ſucceeded to well in 

— | my 


_ 


kind are in ſearch of amuſement, they often 
[ A embrace the firſt that offers; ſo that if there 
8 any thing in the news- papers of conſe- 
j : quence, that draws many to the coffee-houſe, : 

| ; where they chat away the evenings, inſtead | 
L 4 of viſiting the thops of bookſellers (as they 
: | ought to. do, 10 doubt) or reading at home, 
A | The beſt time for bookſelling, is when there 
| | is no kind of news ſtirring; then many of 
1 thoſe who for months would have done no- 


419 
my buſineſs. TI have for the laſt ſeven. years 
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| . ſucceſſively told my acquaintances before the 
+ year began, how much money I ſhould take 


in the courſe of it, without once failivg of . 


; | taking the ſum mentioned. I formed my 
3 judgment by obſerving what kind of ſtock _ 
nin trade I had in hand, and by conſidering 
| 4 bow that ſtock was adapted to the different 
7 taſtes and purſuits of the times ; in doing this . 
| : Vi was obliged to be pretty well informed of - 
| 3 the ſtate of politics in Europe, as I have 


always found that bookſelling is much. affected N 
by the political ſtate of affairs. For. as man- 


thing but talk of war or peace, revolutions, 


and. counter revolutions, c. Kc. for want 


9 3 - of... 
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of other amuſement, will have evourts to 
books; ſo that I have often experienced that 
the report of a war, or the trial of a great 
man, or indeed any ſubje& that attrac's the 
public attention, bas been ſome hundreds of 
Found out of my pocket in a few weeks, 


Before 1 conclude this letter, 1 cannot help 
obſerving, that the ſale of books in general 
has increaſed | prodigiouſſy within the laf 

twenty years. According to the beſt eſtima- 
tion I have been able to make, 1 ſuppoſe that 
more than four times the number of books ar 
ſold naw than were ſold twenty years ſince, 


The poorer ſart of farmers, and even the 
poor country people i in general, who before 
that period ſpent their winter evenings in re⸗ 
lating ſtories of witches, ghoſts, hobgoblins 
Kc. now ſhorten the winter nights by hear 
ine their ſons and daughters read tales, r0- 
mances, &c. and on entering their houſes, 
you may ſee Tom Jones, Roderick Random, 
and other entertaining books, ſtuck up or 


their bacon racks, &c. If John goes to toun bl 
7) 3 a load of hay, he is charged to be ſur 


5 Wen. Pe GE; 
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not to forget to bring home * Peregrine 
Pickle's Adventures ;”” and when Delly is 
= ſent to market to ſell her eggs, ſhe is com- 
I | miſſioned to purchaſe +5. The Hiſtory of 
Pamela Andrews.“ „In ſhort, all ranks and 


En 2 AIRS od, 


ES} degrees no READ, But the moſt rapid i in- 
E creaſe of the ſale of books has been ſince the 
termination of the late war. 


A her of book: dab are ts formed in 
4 every part of England, where each member 
| ſubſcribes a certain ſum quarterly to purchale 
© books; in ſome of theſe clubs the books after 
| 4 they have been read by all the ſubſcribers, are 
= ſold among them to the higheſt bidders, and 

the money produced by ſuch ſale, is ex- 

pended i in freſh purchaſes, by which prudent 
and judicious mode, each member has it in, 
| : his power to become poſſeſſed of the work of ' 
any particular author he may judge deſerving 
a ſuperior degree of attention ; and the mem- 
8 bers at large enjoy the advantage of a conti? 
| | pual ſucceſſion of different publications, in- AY 
ba ſtead of Ting» reſtricted t. to a lb. pode 8 q 
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C4 


the caſe with many, if ſo rational a * had 2 
"ot been adopted. 


1 dire been informed, that when circulating 
libraries were firſt opened, the bookſellers were 
much alarmed, and their rapid increaſe added 
to their fears, and led them to think that 
the ſale of books would be much diminiſhed 
by ſuch libraries. But experience has proved 
that the ſale of books, ſo far from being 
diminiſhed by them, has been greatly pro- 
moted, as from thoſe repoſitories, many 
thouſand families have been cheaply ſupplied 
with books, by which the taſte for reading 
has become much more general, | and thou 
ſands of books are purchaſed every year, by 
ſuch as have firſt borrowed them at thoſe 8 
libraries, and after reading, approving of 
them, become Purchaſers, 


Circulating libraries have alſo greatly con- 
| tributed towards the amuſement and culti- 
vation of the other ſex ; by far the greateſt 


part of ladies have now a taſte for books. 


"0. 


LOS 
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_ ——— Learning, once the man's excluſive pride, 
« Seems verging faſt towards the temale fide,” ; 


| T7 is true, that I do not, with Miſs Mary 
Wolftonecraft, 66 earneſtly wiſh to ſee the 


diſtinction of ſex confounded in ſociety,” not 
even with her exception, “ unleſs where 


love animates the behaviour.” And yet I 


differ widely from thoſe gentlemen, who 
would prevent the ladies from acquiring * 
taſte for books ; and as yet I have never 
ſeen any ſolid reaſon advanced, why ladies 
ſhould not poliſh their underſtandings, and 
render themſelves fit companions for men of N 
ſenſe. And I have often thought that one great 
reaſon, why ſome gentlemen ſpend all their 
leiſure hours abroad, is for want of rational com- 
panions at home ; for if a gentleman happens 

to marry a fine lady, as juſtly | painted by 
EE Miſ Wolftonecraft, or the ſquare elbow _ 
= family drudge, as drawn to the life by the I: 
fame hand, I muſt confeſs that I ſee no great : 
inducement that he has to defire the com- 

: pany of his wife, as ſhe ſcarce can be called a | 
| rational companion, or one fit to be entruſted : 
with the education of her children ; ; and even 


R uſſeau 
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5 Rouſſeau 1 is-obliged to acknowledge that 3 it 
Lis a melancholy thing for a father of a 
family, who is fond of home, to be obliged 
to be always wrapped up in himſelf, and to 
have nobody about him to whom he can im- 
part his ſentiments.” Lord Lyttleton ad- 
viſes well in the two following lines: 


« Do 5 , _ fair, endeavour to poſleſ | 
6D An * of mind, as well as dreſs,” 7 85 


I cannot t help hinking, that the 00 | 
why ſome of the eaſtern nations treat the 
ladies with ſuch contempt, and look upon 
them in ſuch a degrading point of view, is 
3 owing. to their marrying them when mere 
children both as to age and underſtanding ; . 
which laſt being intirely neglected, they 
; ſeldom are capable of rational converſation, 
and of courſe are negleQed and deſpiſed, 
But this i is not the caſe with Engliſh ladies; 
- they. now in general read, not only novels, 
BD although many of that claſs are excellent 
productions, and tend to poliſh both the 
heart and head; but they alſo read the beſt 


hooks, in the Engliſh. language, and many | 
read 
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read the. beſt works in various languages; 95 
1 and there are ſome thouſands of ladies, which 
come to my ſhop, that know as well what 
books to chooſe, and are as well acquainted 
with works of taſte and genius, as any gen- 
tlemen in the kingdom, notwithſtanding the 

fnear againſt novel readers, c. 5 . 


5 © The rights of women, fays a female pen. 
Are to do every thing as well as men. 

And ſince the ſex at length has been inclin d 

«c To cultivate that uſeful part the mind 1 


* Since they have learnt to read, to write, to 0 ſpell 1 18 
«© Since ſome of them have writ, and uſe i It well; 1 
«© Let us not force them back with brow ſevere, 
« Within the pale of ignorance and wy” 
44 Confin'd entirely to domeſtic arts, 


"ui N only children, pies and tarts,” Nan. 


x am ſorry that Dr. Gregory ha Gi 
reaſon. for giving the following advice to his 
daughters ; If you happen, ſays he, to have 
any learning, keep i it a profound ſecret, eſpe- 

cially from the men, who generally look 
with a jealous and malignant eye on a wo- 


man of great parts.“ My God, what ſart of 3 


men muſt theſe be; and what degrading 


: ideas muſt they have of women. 3 


1385 to have been one of that ſort. 


TS b | e Unknown to woman, if ſhe greatly dare 
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Butler, when he wrote this couplet, rol 


« | The fools of: women are 10 ſmall, 
. That ſome — WM. none at 1 * a Remains, 


:& nf oy | Ns, la: 2 
rode fifty miles, for the pleaſure of ſeeing 
and converſing with a learned woman, but 

very little known ; her name is Elizabeth 
Ogilvie Benger; when very young, ſhe 
wrote a poem, entitled the Female. She un- 
derſtands Latin, Greek, Italian, Spaniſh and 

other languages, is well verſed in various 
EE branches of arts and ſciences. She is a tide- 
| waiter's daughter, in or near Portſmouth ; it 
leems the learned to read and write, by 

Picking up bits of paper in the ſtreet, with 

5 which ſhe would retire to ber garret. 


"0 Why boaſt, 2 arrogant, 3 man, 

„ Perfections ſo excluſive! are thy powers 

. « Nearer approaching to the deity ? Canſt thou ſolve 
HSI. 40 Queſtions which high infinity propounds, | 

5 IE: Soar nobler flights, or dare immortal deeds, 7; 


85 To uſe the pow'rs aſſign'd her? Active ſtrength, 

« The boaſt of animals, i 18 clearly thine : K 
5 By this uphold, thou think'ſt the leſſon rare 
&« That 
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„ That female virtue teach, poor the height 

« Which female wit obtains. The theme unfolds | 
c It's ample maze, for Montag ue befriends 

e The puzzled thought, and blazing in the eye 

Of bolden d oppoſition ſtrait preſents 

be ſoul's beſt energies, her keeneſt powers, ; 
Clear, vigorous, and e " Mus. YEARSLEY, 


The Sunday-School are 3 very faſt 
in moſt parts of England, which will acce- 
 lerate the diffuſion of knowledge among the 
lower claſſes of the community, and in a 
3 very few years exceedingly increaſe the ſale 
x of books. —Here permit me earneſtly to call 
I on every honeſt bookſeller (I truſt my call 


will not be in vain) as well as on every 


= friend to the extenſion of knowledge, to 


v4 unite (as ou I am confident will); ina hearty 
1 AMEN, 


Let wel as Habt whether che enlighten- 
ing of the underſtandings of the lower or- 


= ders of ſociety, makes them happier, or be 


* of any utility to a ſtate, read the following 
lines (particularly the laſt twelve) by Dr. = 
Goldſmith, taken Sram his Tray eller. 


« Theſe 


6 
(6 
Cc 


«ar 


6 


6 C 
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« Theſe are the charms to barren Rates aſſign'd, 
Their wants are few, their wiſhes all confin'd ; 
Yet let them only ſhare the praiſes due, 

If few their wants, their pleaſures are but few * 
Since every want that ſtimulates the breaſt, 
Becomes a ſource of pleaſure when redreſt. 


Hence from ſuch lands each pleaſing ſcience flies, 


That firſt excites defire, and then ſupplies. 


4660 


Unknown to them, when ſenſual pleaſures cloy, 4 
To fill the languid pauſe with finer joy; 


Unknown thoſe powers that raiſe the ſoul to flame, 


Catch every nerve, and vibrates thro' the frame; 
Their level life is but a mould'ring fire, 

Nor quench'd by want, nor fann'd by Rrong deſire ; 
Uyfit for raptures, or if raptures cheer, 


7 On ſome high feſtival of once a year, 


In wild exceſs the vulgar breaſt takes fire, 


Till buried in debauch, the bliſs expire. 


Hut not their joys alone thus coarſely low, 
Their morals, like their pleaſures, are but low: 


"8 For, as refinement ſtops, from fire to ſon, 


6 Unalter'd, unimprov'd their manners run; 


And love's and friendſhip's figely pointed dart 


© Fall blunted from each indurated heart; 3 
Some ſterner virtues o'er the mountain's breaſt, 
May ſit like falcons low' ring on the neſt, 
nt all the gentler morals, ſuch as play 


. Thro' life's more cultivated walks, and charm our 11 


Theſe far dif pers'd, on tim'rous pinions fly, 


Jo ſport and flutter in the kinder ſky,” 5 


* 
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It! is worth remarking that the introducing 
hiſtories, romances, ſtories, poems, &c. into 
| ſchools, has been a very great means of dif- 
= fuſing a general taſte for reading among all 
. ranks of people, while in ſchools, the chil- 
dren only read the Bible (which was the caſe 
in many ſchools a few years ago) children 
then did not make ſo early a progreſs in read- 
; ing as they have ſince, they have been pleaſed : 
and entertained as well as inſtructed; and 
this reliſh for books, in many Will laſt as 
F long as life. 


1 am alſo informed that literature i 1 mak- 
Z ing a ſull more rapid progreſs 3 in Germany, 
I and that there are at this time, ſeven thou- 
A ſand living authors i in that country, and that 
3 every VOY reads. ro ne nl 


1 am, 


Dear Friend, 


2 ours. 


Ds: .  -; Javroen 
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LETTER XI. 


Happy the man that has each fortune try'd, 
„To whom ſhe much has given, much bey, 
| « With abſtinence all delicates he ſees, 


ON And can regale himſelf with toaſt and cheeks, „ 
Art of Cookery, 


c One Golid diſh his weel: day meals affords, : 
7 And added VE conſecrates the Lord's . a 


as Your buſineſs ne'er defer from yy to day, 
| « Sorrow and poverty attends delay ; * 
« But lo! the careful man ſhall always find 


rh Encreaſe of wealth according to his mind. FT 
: Cook's Heſod, 


5 DEAR FRIEND, 


Tur Public at large, ind 


' bookſellers in particular, have beheld my 
| increaſing Rock with the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, they being entirely at a loſs | to con. 
ceive by what means 1 have been enabled to 
make good all my payments; ; and for ſeveral 
years, in the beginning of my buſineſs, ſome 
of the trade repeatedly aſſerted, that it was 
totally impoſſible that I could continue 1 


pay for the large numbers of books t that! 
continua 


eee 


LIFE OF j LACKINGTON, 431 
( ally purchaſed ; and ten years fince, 25 
being induced to take a journey into my on 
country, with a view to the reſtoration of - 
my health, which had been materially in⸗ 
jured by intenſe application to catalogue- 


making, too much reading, &c. during the 
ſix weeks that I retired. into the weſt, Mrs. 


Lackington Was perpetually interrogated 
reſpecting the time that I was expected to 
return. This was done in ſuch a manner as 
3 evidently ſhewed that many thought! never 
# intended to return at all. But how great was 
their ſurprize, when as a prelude to my re- 


turn, I ſent home ſeveral waggon loads 


W of books which I had purchaſed | in the 


_- 
_. 
HB coun try 
1 
1 
7 1 We, 4 
. 


j AsI never © had any part of the miſer | in my 
Y compoſition, 1 always proportioned my ex- 
A pences according to my Profits; ; that 1 18, I have oy. 
7 tor many years expended. two thirds of the 
WE profits. of my trade ; ; which proportion of 


: Len penditure I never exceeded. 


* © Things to the owners minds, their merit ſquare, 
of Good if well uſed; if ill, they evils ares” 


Dd2 „ 


i $5 a 
1 A. 8 8 
1 5 * 3 
— — A.” 
9 Pe”... 1 Ly 
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If you will pleaſe to refer to Dr. Johnſon' „ 


e Idler“ for © the progreſs of N ed Drugpet,” 
5 you will ſee much of the progreſs of your 
humble ſervant depicted. Like Ned, in the 

beginning | opened and ſhut my own ſhop, 
and welcomed a friend by a ſhake of the 
hand. About a year after, 1 beckoned acroſs 
the way for 4 pot of good porter. A few 
years after that, I ſometimes invited my 
friends to dinner, and provided them a 
_ roaſted | fillet of veal; in a progreſſive courſe 
the ham was introduced, and a pudding was 
the next addition made to the feaſt. For 

a Tome time a glaſs of brandy and water was 2 
5 luxury 14 glaſs of M 7 Beaufoy s raiſin wit 
ſucceeded; and as ſoon « as two thirds of my 

profits enabled me to afford good red Port, t 
immediately appeared: nor Was ſherry long 


. behind. 


7 x Wine whets the wit, improves its native force, 
And gives a pleaſing flavour to diſcourſe, 
„ By making all our ſpirits debonair, | 

5 "Throws off che fears, the ſediments of care,” 


5 os April 1 painting - thi farrows, 

' © Drives winter away to the pole; 

e Old port, by diſpelliag life's ſorrows, 13 
elaxes the froſt of the ſoul,” 5 


1 
1 
_ BOS 
We 


an eum; then Surry appeared unqueſtion- 
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It Was Cooks years before I diſcovered that 
12 lodging i in the country was very healthy. ; 
1 Gay s lines were then repeated, 


78. Long i in the oily town I've been immur'd, 
_ © Reſpir edi in ſmoke, — all its cares . Fj 


The year after my country lodging by re- 
3 . gular gradation was transformed 1 into a coun- 
try houſe ; and 1n another year, the inconve- 
niences attending a age coach were remedied f 


by a chariot. 


6 My precious rib bis —_ to deck: 
* "0 vulgar on one 8 legs to take the air.“ 
Comforts of e 


For four years, Upper Holloway was to ma 


Y ably the moſt beautiful county in England, 
* and Upper Merion the moſt rural village in 
- 13 So now Merton i 18 ſelected as the ſeat 

of occaſional philoſophical retirement, 


Here on a ſingle plank thrown 1 aſhore, 
I hear the tumult of the diſtant throng, Ty, 
As that of ſeas remote or dying ſtorms, ' 
Here like a ſhepherd gazing from his hut, 
* Touching his reed, or leaning on his ſtaff, 
Eager ambition's fiery chace I ſee ; 
I ſee the circling hunt of noiſy men, 
_ © Burſt law's incloſure, leap the mounds of right, 
& Purſuing and purſu'd, each other's prey,” Younc. 


d3 — 


5 every ſtep of my progreſs, envy. and male. 


1 verified ; but when Mrs. La cKington 
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But 1 affure you, my dear friend, that in 


volence has purivea me cloſe. 


When by the advice of that eminent phy- 
| ſician, Dr. Lettſom, 1 purchaſed a horſe, 
and ſaved my life by the exerciſe it afforded | 
the old adage, ** Yer a beggar o on be; rſe- 
W wa and bell ride is the Devil,” ” was decmed 


mounted another, 0 they were very ſorry to 
| ſee people ſo young in buſineſs run on at ſo 
great a rate! p? The occaſional relaxation 
which we enjoyed in the country was cen⸗ 
ſured as an abomina ble piece of pride; but 
when the carriage and ſervants in 2 

appeared, they would not be the firſt to 
hurt 1 oli tradeſman' 8 character; but 1 . 
(as was but too probable) the docket was not 1 9 
7 already ſtruck, the gazette would ſoon {ettl 
5 that point.“ 


FE: Baſe Envy withers at another's s joy, 


© oF And hates that excellence 1 it cannot reach. on; Touren 


It is no leſs: a proof (fays Dr. 050 1 
eminence to have many 3 than ma 
friends,” i 5 
— 1 
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But I have been lately informed that theſe 
good natured and compaſſimate people have for 
ſometime found it neceſſary to alter their 
tory. 25 


«© No more ſhall want thy weary wail conſtrain, 
= <« Henceforth good days and plenty ſhall betide; 
„ The gods will for the good old age prov ide; 
<A glorious change attends thy low eſtate; „ 

| „ Sudden and mighty riches round thee wait ; 


15 Be wiſe, and uſe the lucky hour of fate. Rows” 8 Lucan, 


It ſeems that at laſt they have Arete 
the ſecret ſprings from whence I drew my 
wealth ; however, they do not quite agree 


in their accounts, for although ſome can tell 


you the very number of my fortunate lottery 
ticket, others are as poſitive that 1 found 
3 bank-notes i in an old book, to the amount of 
| I many thouſand. pounds, and if they pleaſe, _ 
$| can even tell you the title of the very for- 

1 1 tunate old book that contained this treaſure. 
3 But you ſhall receive it from me, which 1 you 
Li will deem authority to the full as unexcep- 
| I tionable, [ allure you then upon my honour, 
| 3 that 1 found the whole of what [ am poſſeſſed 
1 Jos, IN—$MALL PROFITS, Bound by Nbus- 
rar, and claſped by ECONOMY. 
DS 4 | „Gilt 
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Gilt toils for gain at honour' s vaſt expence, 
« Heaven throws the trifle into innocence, | 
And fixes happineſs in hell's deſpite, 
— 100: The neceſſary conſequence of right.. | 
Earl 9 to Lord Cornbury, 


Read this, ye covetous 8 in all 
| trades, who when you get a good cuſtomer : 
are for making the moſt of him ! But if you 
have neither honour nor honeſty, you ſhould 
at leaſt poſſeſs a little common ſenſe. Reflect 
on the many cuſtomers that your over-charges 
have already driven from your ſhops! do you 

; think that you can find cuſtomers enough f 


deficient | in penetration as not to diſcover your 


: characters? no ſuch thing. Vour exorbitant 
charges are a general ſubject of converſation 
155 and diſlike: you cannot with confidence look 
your own cuſtomers in the face, as you are 
5 conſcious of your meanneſs and impoſition, 
and your ſordid diſpoſition is evidently the 
reaſon, that ſome gentlemen are led to Took | 
with contempt and diſdain on tradeſmen. 
7 But when men in trade are men of honour, 
they will 1 in general be treated as ſuch ö and 
were it otherwiſe, „„ | 
3 3 
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e ſelf-approving hour whole years outweighs, 
0K ſtupid ſtarers, and of loud huzzas : : 
« And more true joy Marcellus exil'd feels, 
6 T han Cæſar with a ſenate at his heels.” I Por E. 


[4 0 Self Foſter 1 is one of the firſt ingredients : 

z of man's happineſs,” aud I pity from my 

BW foul many poor wretches which I obſerve 
bartering away their conſtitutions, and what 
few liberal ſentiments they may poſſeſs; 
riſing early and ſitting up late, exerting all 
the powers of the body and mind, to get 


what they call a competency, no matter by 
= what means this 18 effected. 


« Silver to . we own, mould yield the prize ; ; 
« And gold to virtue; louder folly cries. 

Ve ſons of care, let money firſt be n 5 
Virtue is only worth a ſecond thought. | 
9 My friends get money; get a large eſtate, IS 

: «© By honeſt means; but get at any rate. 
This maxim echoes ſtill from ſtreet to ſtreet, 
. While Ong and old the pleaſing ſtrains repeat. 


Fraxcis' 5 Horace. he, 


1 ee actually n themſelves 
| l | in accompliſhing their grand defign : others, 5 
g : | live to obtain the long-withed for country 
| ; | retreat, But, alas! the promiſed happineſs 5 
| 18 


CDF 
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The buſy buſtling ſcene of buſineſs being 


ſpleen and vapours ſucceed, which encreafc 
bodily infirmities, death ſtares them in the 
face. The mean dirty ways by which much 
of their wealth has been obtained make re- 


ſands aloof, nor ever deigns to viſit the for. 
did foul. Gardens and pleafure grounds be⸗ 
| come dreary deſerts ; the miſerable pol. 
leſſors linger out a wretched Wifiebes, or. 


| put a period to it with a |: alter or PEO. 


lines from Mr. Soame Jenyns, as they natu- 


rally occur to my recollection. 


is as far from them as ever, often farther. 


over, 3 vacuity in the mind takes place, 5 
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troſpect reflections intolerable. Philoſophy 


on - Sated, N W has 4 bliſs, 5 
1 5 Some Fange to ſeek it into _ abyſs.” 5 Lord Nugent 


ET Wa this not common would i it not be Runge: 
l : cc That ? tis ſo common, this 1 15 ſtranger ſtill.“ 


I cannot omit to quote the following fie 


. ehen in buſineſs, yet unſit for eaſe, =_ © 
* Nor {ki11'd to mend mankind, nor form'd to pleaſe, = 3 
3 he mind not taught to think, no uſeful ſtore 5 
I. To fix reflection, dreads the vacant hour; 5 1 9 P. 


« Turn'd in itſelf, its numerous faults are ſeen, 


* 


And all the mighty void that lies within. 


. Ti is conſcious virtue crowns the bleſt retreat.” 
f Son len rns 
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E Solitude (fays Cowley) can be well fitted 
and ſet aright, but upon very few perſons. 
W hey have knowledge enough of the world 
to ſee the follies wh it; and virtue enough to 
deſpiſe all FRONT 5 : 


The profits. af my buſineſs ths. preſent 
| - year 1791, will amount to FOUR THOUSAND 
If POUNDS * What! it will increaſe to I know 1955 
not; but if my health will permit me to carry 
it on a few years longer, there is very great ; 


probability, conſidering the rapid increaſe 


which each ſucceeding year has produced, 
that the profits will be double what they now 
are; for I here pledge my reputation as a. 
tradeſman. never to deviate from my old 
1 plan of giving as much for libraries as it 18 
Bi poſſible for a tradeſman to give, and felling 
| 7 them and new publications alſo, for the ſame 


EY $MALL PRoyITs that have been attended 


with ſuch aſtoniſhing ſuccels for ſome years 5 
| paſt, And | hope that my aſſiſtants will alſo 


9 perſevere I that attentive obliging mode of 


1 * Since this was wrote, my buſineſs 3 15 enlarged, in 1792, ; 
© | Dy Proll were about $000l. 
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conduct which has ſo long diſtinguiſhed No. 
46 and 47, Chiſwell-ſtreet, Moorfields; con. 
ſcious, that ſhould I ever be weak enough to 
adopt an oppoſite line of conduct, or permit == 
thoſe who act under my direction ſo to do, | J 
I ſhould no longer meet with the very ext.. 

: ordinary | encouragement and ſupport which IM 5 
I have hitherto experienced; neither ſhould | 
1 have the ſmalleſt claim to a continuance of 

it under ſuch circumſtances. 


I am, 
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Yours. 


ha 0 


Ay 
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„But by your revenue meaſure your expence, 1 
= And to your funds and acres » Join your ſenſe,” 
- Youne' 8 Love of Fame, 
7 Learn what thou ow'ſt ay country nd thy friend, 
— What's requiſite to ſpare, and what to ſpend.” 


 Davpen' 8 Perſius, | 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Tha open manner of dating 
my profits will no doubt appear ſtrange to 
many who are not acquainted with my ſin- 
gular conduct in that and other reſpects. 
> But you, Sir, know that 1 have for fourteen 
| years paſt kept a ſtrict account of my profits. 
Every book in my poſſeſſion, before it is 
offered to ſale is marked with a private mark, 
what it coſt me, and with a public mark of 
what it is to be ſold for; and every article, 
whether the! price 18 ſix-pence or fixty pounds, 
; 18 entered in a day- book as it is ſold, with 
the Price it coſt and the money it ſold for: 
and each night the profits of the day are caſt þ 
up by one of my ſhopmen, as every one of 


them 


. 6 — — — 1 — 
8 — 1 — . 3 
* L — —— 
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them underſtand my private marks. Every 
Saturday night the profits of the week are 
added together and mentioned before all my 
ſhopmen, & c. the week's profits, and alſo 
the expences of the weck are then entered 
one oppoſite the other, in a book kept for 
the purpoſe ; the whole ſum taken in the 


week 1 is alſo ſet down, and the ſum that has 


been paid for books bought. | Theſe accounts 
are kept publicly 1 in my ſhop, and ever bae 
been ſo, as 1 never ſaw any reaſon for cou- 
. cealing them, nor was ever Jealous of any of 
my men's profiting by my example and tak. 
ing away any of my buſineſs, as I alway: 
found that ſuch of them as did ſet up for 
themſelves came to my ſhop, and purchaſed 


to the amount of ten times more than they 


5 hindered me from felling. By keeping an 
account of my profits, and alſo of my ex- 
pences, I have always known how to regu- 
late the latter by the former. To live above 

>, Pr ſtation, ſhews a proud heart ; ; and to live 
under it, diſcovers a narrow ſoul.” Hornet 


ſays, 


4 pait 
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«A part I will enjoy as well as keep, : 
«« My heir may ſigh and think i it want of grace; 3 
Fut ſure no ſtatute in his favour ſays, 
How free or frugal J ſhall paſs my days. 
I get and ſometimes ſpend, and at others ſpare, 4 | 


« Nite nern careleſſneſs and care.“ 


Aud 1 have done that, without the trifling 


T4 way of ſetting down a halfpenny- worth of 
matches, or a penny for a turnpike, I have 


ond perſon 1 in the ſhop whoſe conſtant em- 
ployment it is to receive all the caſh, and 
diſcharge all bills that are brought for 
payment, and if Mrs. Lackington wants 


0 money for houſe-keeping, &c. or if I want 
* money for hobby-horſes, &c. we take five or 


ten guineas, pocket it, and ſet down the ſur 


taken out of trade as expended ; when that 


is gone we repeat our application, but never. 
take the trouble of ſetting down the ems. 
LY But ſuch of my ſervants as are entruſted to 


1 hy out money are always obliged to give in 


their accounts, to ſhew how Each ſum has 
4 been expen ded. 


« Rleſo'd who with order their affhics Gif} pts 


** But rude confuſion 3 15 the ſource of woes.“ 
ee e 5 Heſiod. 


It 
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It may not be improper here to take 3 ; 
little notice of ſome very late infinuations of 
my old envious friends. It has been ſug. 
: geſted that I am now grown immenſely rich, 
and that having already more property than 
bs - can reaſonably expect to live to expend, 
and no young family to provide for, I for 
: theſe reaſons ought to decline my buſineſs, 
| and no longer engroſs trade to myſelf that 
ought t to be divided into a number of chan- 
nels, and thus ſupport many families, In 
anſwer to which I will obſerve, that ſome 
of theſe objectors were in trade before me, 
and when ] firſt embarked in the profeſſion 
of a bookſeller, deſpiſed me for my mean 
beginning. When afterwards 1 adopted my 
plan of ſelling cheap, and for ready-money 
only, they made themſelves very merry at 
my expence, for expecting to ſucceed by ſo 
ridiculbus a project, (as they i in their conſum- 
mate wiſdom were pleaſed to term it) and 
predeſtined my. ruin, ſo that no doubt [ 
ought to comply with any thing they deſire, 
however unreaſonable it may appear to me. 


To 
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To deny that I have a competence, would 
be unpardonable ingratitude to the public, to 
go no higher: . 


„ »Tis one thing madly to deſpiſe my ſtore : 
% Another not to heed to treaſure more; 
Glad like a boy to ſnatch the firſt good day, 
% And pleas'd if ſordid want be far away, 
What is't to me (a paſſenger God wot) 
Whether the veſſel be firſt rate or noi. 
The ſhip itſelf may make a better figure, 
% But I that ſail, neither leſs nor bigger; 
J neither ſtrut with ev'ry fay'ring breath, ; 
Nor ſtrive with all the tempeſt in my teeth; 
In power, wit, figure, virtue, fortune, plac'd, 
Behind the foremoſt, and before the laſt. = 
Divided between careleſſneſs and care, 


Sometimes 1 25 at other times 1 ſpare,” 
| Fox ESQU E. 


- 


But to inſinuate that Jam getting money 


e no good purpole, is falſe and inviduous 0 


3 When I wrote my üg; in 1791, I had no partner. In the 
Summer of 1793, 1 ſold Mr. Robert Allen one fourth ſhare of 
he profits of my trade. 'This young gentleman was brought 
x up in my ſhop, and of courſe is well acquainted with my me- 
ö e of doing buſineſs; and having been a witneſs to the 
| Þ:oftable effects reſulting from ſmall profits, is as much in 
; Ive with that mode of tranſacting buſineſs as I am, and as 
4 e trade is continually increafiag, I ſuppoſe I ſhall be obli- 
ed to take another quarter partner very ſoon, as 1 cannot 
? f ear to ſee even rifles neglected. 4 


Ee 


The 


-. ger him unſerviceable both to God and man, 
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The great apoſtle St. Paul, who was an 
humble follower of Cunls r, : thought he 
might be permitted to boalt of himſelf 1 
little. 


4 If a man (days Selden) 4 not take 
notice of that excellency and perfection that 


1 


is in himſelf, how can he be thankful to God 


Who is the author of it. Nay, if a man hath 


. too mean an opinion of himſelf, it will rei 


| He adds, pride may be allowed to this ort 
degree, elſe a man cannot keep up to F 5 dig J 
nity.” Montaigne ſays, * that to ſpeak c mot 5 
of one's {elf than is really true, is not on! 
preſumption but folly; and for a man t 
ſpeak leſs of himſelf than he rex y is, 5 
folly, not modeſty ; and to take that for cu 


rent pay, which is under a man's value, 


cowardice and puſillanimity.” Ariſtotle 105 
5 no virtue aſſiſts itſelf With falſhood, andthat | 3 
truth is never ſubject matter of cr 
85 Falſe modeſty (ſays Bruyere) is the wol 


cunning ſort of 2 ; by this a man nett 


appears what he! Is.” | After c which, 1 ſupp 
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2 * 
8 


it will not be thought very preſumptuous 
1 in me, if J ſhould ſtate a few facts, merely 
to juſtify my conduct in carrying on my trade 
beyond the time that certain perſons would 


= preſcribe to me. 


3 It! is now about five years ſince I began to 
| 1 entertain ſerious thoughts of going out of 
5 buſineſs, on account of the bad ſtate of health 
: ; which both Mrs. Lackington and myſelf | 


1 have laboured under; and having no deſire 


to be rich, we adopted Swift 5 er 


00 Preſerve almighty providence! 
 « Juſt what you gave me, competence, 
* Remov'd from all th' ambitious ſcene, 


Nor puff'd by pride, nor ſunk by 888 


But it was then ſuggeſted by feral, of my 

| * that as I had about fifty poor rela- 

Y tions, 8 great number of whom are children, N 

| there are old and nearly helpleſs, and that 

; 5 any had juſtly formed ſome expectations 

From | me: therefore to give up ſuch a trade 8 

| ? . 21 was in poſſeſſion of, before J was abſo- 

| * obliged to do it, would be a kind of 

wh to thoſe whom by the ties of blood 1 | 
TE ga Wag 
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was in ſome. meaſure bound to relieve and 
protece. we 


A 
) 


cc ws five and twenty couſins have implor'd, 
** That belp, his * they cry, can well afford.“ 
£ Comforts of Marriage, 


£5 


| Theſe and other conſiderations induced! me 
: : to wave the thoughts of precipitating myſzlf 
out of ſo extenſive and lucrative a buſineſs; 
and! in the mean time 1 apply a part of the 
profits of 1 it to maintain my good old mother, 
Who! is alive at Wellington in Somerletthure, 
her native place, I have two aged men and 
one woman, whom I ſupport: and I hai: 
alſo four children to maintain and educate 
three of theſe children have loſt their fathe, 
and alſo their mother (who was my filter 
the other child has both her parents living, 
but they a are poor; many others of my rel 
tions are in the ſame circumſtances, and ſta 


in need of my aſſiſtance, ſo this ——— 


7 « If e'er I've mourn'd my humble, lowly ſtate, 5 
If &er I've bow'd my knee at fortune' s ſhrine, 


42 Ife er a wiſh eſcap'd me ta be great, | 
6 The fervent prayer, humanity, was thine. 


« pe 


ce perich the man who hears the piteous wt ; 


3 on whom the widow's plaints could ne'er prevail, 
Nor made the injur d wretches cauſe his own. 

4 How little knows he the extatic JoYs 

be thrilling bliſs of cheering wan deſpair! 


F 
133 


355 e How little knows the pleaſing warm employ, 

| That calls the grateful tribute of a tear. 

© % The ſplendid dome, the vaulted rock to rear, 

W The glare of pride and pomp, be, grandeur, thine | | 


Jo wipe from miſery's eye the wailing tear, 
2 And ſoothe the oppor 18888 woe, be mine.“ 


It bas alſo been frequently ſaid, that by 


T| ſelling wy books very cheap, I have mate- 


| 3 credit, as they can have for my ſellipg heap 


7 in at a ſhop where credit is denied, 


| $ to have credit, they wall not take the 
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„ Unmoy'd, to whom the heart-felt glow's unknown; 3. 


| ns giving 70. e as it is well known 


| { rially injured other bookſellers both in town 
| 3 and country, But I ſtill deny the charge: 
| 4 and here I will firſt obſerve, that TI have as L 
| E Juſt a reaſon to complain of them fongglwing 


every his to be ad who will delicl 
hen they can find opkeepers enough Who 


W readily give it; and as I frequently lofe 
Eultomers who having always been accuſtom- 


3 1 trouble 
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trouble to pay for every article as ſent home; 
theſe of courſe deal at thoſe ſhops who fol- 
low the old mode of buſineſs; 4 ſo that in ſuch 
caſes, I might ſay to the Proprietors of theſe 
EY ſhops, 8 You ought not to give any perſon 
5 credit: becauſe by ſo doing you are taking 
cuſtomers from me. As to my hurting the 

. trade by felling cheap, they are, upon the 
whole, miſtaken; for g no doubt 
ſome inſtances will occur, in which they 
may obſerve that the preference 1 18 given to 
my ſhop, and the books purchaſed of me on 
account of their being cheap ; but they never 
conſider how many books they diſpoſe of on 
the very fame account. As, however, this 
may appear rather paradoxical, 1 will er. 


Ko phin my meaning farther : 


1 now ſell more than one hendred thou 
ſand volumes annually; ; many who purchaſ 
Part of theſe, do fo ſolely on account of their 
cheapneſs; many thouſands of theſe book 
would have been deſtroyed, as I have before 
5 remarked, but for my felling them on thok 


yer ry moderate terms; ; now when thouſans 5 
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# tele articles are ſold, they betting known 
by being handed about in various circles of 
acquaintances, many of whom wiſhing to be 
© poſſeſſed of the ſame books without enquir- 
ing the price of their friends, ſtep into the 


firſt bookſeller's ſhop, and give their orders 
for articles which they never would have 
heard of, had not I, by ſelling them cheap, 

| Y been the original cauſe of their being dif- 
. perſed abroad; ſo that by means of the plan 
W purſued in my ſhop, whole editions of books 
} are {old off, and new editions printed of the 
works of authors, who but for that circum- 


Nance would have been ſcarce noticed : at all. 


But (ay hay); you nad only Cel ſuch 
E: books cheap, as are but little known, but 
Z you even fell a great deal under price the 
1 very firſt rate articles however well they | 
: may be known, or however highly they 


g i may be thought of by the literary world. I 


4 acknowledge the charge, and again repeat 4 


LE that as 1 do not give any credit, 1 really 
5 ought to do lo, and ! may add, that i in ſome. 
| ; meaſure + am obliged to do it; for who. 
9 E Ee 5M. would : 
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would come out of their way to Chiſwell. 
ſtreet to pay me the ſame price in ready 
money, as they might purchaſe for at the 
firſt. ſhop they came to, and have 5 
alſo. 


e firſt rate authors are very 
well known, yet I well know that by felling 
them cheaper than others, many are put: 
chaſed of me that never would have been 
| purchaſed at the Full price, and every Hook 
that is fold tends to ſpread the fame of th 
author, and rapidly extends the ſale, and 2 
I before remarked, ſends more cuſtomers to 
8 other ſhops as well as to my own. 

4 law alſo inform you, that beſides five or 
Mo private catalogues of books in ſheets, for 
bookſellers only, I publiſh two catalogue 
for the public every year, and of each of thok 
public catalogues, I print above three thou 
fand copies, moſt of thoſe copies are lent 
about from one to another, fo that ſuppoſi 
: 2 four perſons ſee each copy, twen 

"four thouſand moors: look over my Citi | ; | 

25 Tous T1] 
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jogues annually; no other mode of adverti- 


ſiug bears the leaſt proportion tot. 


I could ſay much more on this ſubject, 


but will not unneceffirily. take up your time, 
as U truſt what is here advanced will con- 
z vey full conviction to your mind „ and as 1 
believe it is univerſally known and allowed, 
: that no man ever promoted the ſale of books 
| 3 in an equal degree, with your old friend, and 


as in reading I have experienced many thou- 


ſand happy hours, aud which ſtill engroſſes : 


the largeſt portion of my time, and gives me 
more real pleaſure and ſolid ſatisfaction than 
all other things in the world; you cannot. 
| conceive what agreeable ſenſations R enjoy, 
| 4 on reflecting on my having contributed ſo 
3 much towards the pleaſures of others, in dif- 
= fuſing through the world, fuch an immenſe _ 
number of books, by which many have been 
enlightened and taught to think, and from 
| I | meer animals have become rational beings.” 


With a book the poor man in his intervals 


f from labour forgets his hard. lot, or learns 


to bear 1 it with pleaſure, whilſt 1 m intellectual 
pleaſures 
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pleaſures. he: can vie with kings. Books 
afford comfort to the afflicted, and conſola. 


tion to the priſoner ; - books are our moſt con- 
ſtant and moſt faithful companions and 
friends, of which we never are cloyed. 


© What heartfelt bliſs ! what pleaſ; ure-winged hours, 
<< ranſported are we to Rome's letter'd ſons; 
„We by their favour Tyber's banks enjoy, 
« The temples trace, and ſhare their noble games ol 
5c: Enter the crowded theatre at will; 
66 March to the forum, hear the confal plead, 
Are preſent in the thundering Capitol, 
* When Tully ſpeaks ; ; at ſofter hours attend 
cc Harmonious Virgil to his Mantuan farm, 
« Or Baia's ſhore ; how often drink his ſtrains, 
1 dee Rural, or epic ſweet ! how often rore 
« With Horace, bard and moraliſt benign, 
With happy Horace rove, in fragrant paths 
* Nt myrtle bowers, by Tiſoli's caſcade. 
5 « Hail, precious pages! that amuſe and teach, 
* Fyalt the genius, and improve the breaſt ; 
Fut chiefly thou, ſupreme philoſophy, 
Shed thy beſt influence; with thy train appear 
« Of graces mild. — 


” «+ Tutor of 3 life! auſpicious guide 
<: Whoſe faithful clue unravels ev'ry maze, 
_—_ Whoſe {kill can diſengage the tangled thorn, 
6.4; And ſmooth the rock to down! whoſe magic powers 
2 Centroul each ſtorm, and bid the roar be Kill, 
Dx. S. De VIES, 


1 am, dear Friend, yours. 
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LETTER XIII. 


ee This is a traveller, Sir; knows men and manners; : 
| “ and has plough d up ſea fo far, 'till both the poles have x 
% knock'd ; has ſeen the ſun take coach, and can diſtin- 
cc guiſh the colour of his horſes, and their kinds, and had 
* a Flanders mare leap'd there.“ 


Beaumont and FLETCHER's Scornful Lady, 2. 


| 2 DE AR FRIEN D, 


ANGST the variety of 


3 occurrences with which I bave endeavoured 
| N to entertain you, perhaps not all equally un- 
Y tereſting (and the moſt material of them, I & 
am duly ſenſible, not entitling me to the 


claim of being eſteemed a writer poſſeſſed of 

the very firſt abilities this : age or nation has 

produced, ) I recolle& my not yet having hs 
given you an account of my principal TRA- 5 
VELS. Poſſibly you might very readily par- 
don that omiſſion, as from what has already | 
appeared! it muſt be evident, the engagements 


which from time to time have fully en- 
LY grofſed my ee have not furniſhed me 


with 
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| with an opportunity of making the tour of 
 Evrope, or tracing the ſource of the river 

Nile, much leſs circumnavigating the globe, 

And even ſuppoſing I had been poſſeſſed both 
of the time and inclination for ſuch extenſiye 
undertakings, the diſadvantages which I h. 

bour under for want of having received a 

- oper education, would have diſqualified 

me from making ſuch remarks and obſerva. 
tions as naturally preſent themſelves to thoſe 
who have been fortunate enough to poſit 
| that advantage, and of courſe are qualified to 
preſent the world with a variety of Jubjedh 
equally curious and inſtructive: though its 
not without reluctance I think it neceffu 
here to obſerve, that ſome of theſe gentle 
men, not content with giving a true account 
of what actually occurred to them, and ſup- 
poſing. that plain matter of fact would not 
be ſufficiently intereſting to excite that ſupe- 


rior degree of attention and admiration which e 
they were ambitious as authors to acquire, Wl ( 
: they have thought proper to intermix ſo 11 

in 


1 much of the marvellous into theit narrations, 
VM nf has been the occaſion of many perſon 
2 5 5 reading 


b 
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reading them with ſuch diffidence, as to 
doubt the truth of many relations, which 
though really ſtrictly conſiſtent with vera- 
city, yet being novel and uncommon, they 
were unwilling to credit, leſt they ſhould 


J dau the cenſure ef being poſſeſſed of a 


* degree of weakneſs and credulity. 


bis I am alſo confident has induced mauy 


a modeſt author to omit paſſages, which 


H though really true, he was cautious of pub - 


ö 1 liſhing, from a fear of being ſubjected to the 


ſame ſevere animadverſions, or what 1s ſtill 


| | worſe, being ſuſpected of wilfully impoling 


on his readers. Recent inſtances of which, 


were it neceſſary, I could adduce ; but I 


ſhall proceed with cautioning you nd being 


| 3 alarmed leſt I ſhould fall into either of thele : 


errors; nothing very marvellous will occur in 


what I mean to preſent you with; though 


| 4 I ſhall not be intimidated from relating real 
* fads, from the apprehenſion of not being 


credited. As an additional recommendation, 


E'| (no doubt) the hiſtory of my travels will be 


1 interſperſed with ſuch remarks on men and 


manners as | have preſented themſelves to me | 


during 
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during my peregrination; and this 1 1 
viouſly warn you, will be done in my * 
Ccuſtomed deſultory manner,” from lt 
as Mr. Pennant ſays in his H. iftory of Londin, 
« I am too old to depart,” that is, as Dr, 
Fobnſon might poſſibly have explained it; 
ow Sir, you are then too old to meND.” But 
Jou, my dear friend, are not ſo faſtidious a 
critic: although you may find the whole very 
dull, it ſhall not be very. long ; ſo that if it 
: does not a& as a cordial to enliven your ſpirits 
it may (if read in the evening) prove a pow. 
erful narcotic, and afford you ſome pleaſing 
| dreams, when 


66 Ti ir'd natnes? s 3 reforer, balmy deep, 
« His ws viſit e 


I ſhall tee not . you h a detail 
of bad roads, the impoſitions of innkeepers 


what food 1 partook of, how many bottles of 
wine were drank, the height of ſteeples, Kc. 4 


a ſufficiency of this. 1 truſt, has already ap- 


55 peared 1 in different Writers. Thus much bs 


way of preparation tor my journies. I now - 


{et out. 
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In September, Seventeenhundred and eighty- 
W feven, I ſet off for Edinburgl?; and in all the 
principal towns through which I paſſed, was 
led from a motive of curioſity, as welk with 


Ja view towards obtaining ſome valuable pur- 


I | chaſes, to examine the bookſellers ſhops for 


: | much ſurpriſed, as well as diſappointed, at 


F meeting. with very few of the works of the ; 


2 part of Scotland, 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 459. 


; | ſcarce. and valuable books; but although I 


woſt eſteemed authors; and thoſe few con- 
ö ſiſted in general of ordinary editions, beſides | 
| an afſemblage of common trifling books, 
| W bound in ſheep, and that too in a very bad 
44 manner. It is true, at Vork and Leeds 
© there were a few (and but very few) good 
| 1 books; but in all the other towns between | 
Loden and Edinburgh nothing but traſh 
1 was to be found: 1 in the latter city indeed, '2 
i few capital articles are e kept, but in no other 


In 


Sb 
a” * 
us 
*, * 4 1 
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1 N. * 
> * - a 
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W went by the way of York, Newcaſtle-upon- DLO. 
Tyne, &c. and returned through Glaſgow, 
WE Carliſle, Leeds, Lancaſter, Preſton, Man- 


& E cheſter, and other conſiderable places, I was 
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— Seventeen hundred and ninety, I re- 
peated my journey, and was much mortified 


to be under a neceſſity of confirming my 
frmer obſervations. This remarkable de. 
, ficiency in the article of books, is however 


not peculiar to the northern parts of Eng. 
land; as have repeatedly travelled into the 


weſtern parts, and found abundant cauſe for | 


diſſatisfaction on the ſame account, ſo that 1 
may venture without fear of contradiction to 
aflert, that London, as in all other articles 


of commerce, is likewiſe the grand empe- 


rium of Great Britain for books, engroffing 
nearly the whole of what is valuable in that 
very extenſive, beneficial, and I may add 
lucrative branch of trade. As to Ireland, [ 


| hall only obſerve, that if the bookſellers in 


that part of the empire do not ſhine in the 
poſſeſſion of valuable books, they muſt cer · 
Fi tainly be allowed to poſſeſs ſuperior induſtry 


Tel reprinting the works of every Engliſh au · 


thor of merit, as ſoon as publiſhed, ane 
very liberally endeavouring to diſſeminate 
them, in a ſurreptitious manner through 


| every part © of our iſland, though the attempts 
no 


0 2 ON. 3a tg 46p 
Wow v generally proves abortive, to the great 
: 5 | loſs and injury of the, * * 
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= At ( Neweaſtle, 1 I ed 2 i or two in 
BY the year 1787, where I was much delighted 
[2 with viewing a fingular phenomenon. ia 
natural hiſtory, namely, the celebrated crows 

| 190 affixed above the weather- cock, on the 

| upper extremity of the exchange, in the mar- 

| 2 ket- place. In the year 1783, as I was well 

E © informed, the crows firſt built this curious 
S| neſt, and ſucceeded 1 in batching and rearing 
| 1 their young. In the following year they 5 
attempted to rebuild it: but à conteſt en- 
ſuing among ſome of the ſable fraternity, 
aſter a fierce engagement they were obliged 
WS to relinquiſh it, and the neſt was demoliſhed : 

| by the victorious party before it was finiſhed. 
1 This bad ſucceſs, however, did not deter the 

3 original builders and poſſeſſors from return- 1 
| 4 ing in the year 178 5, when they took quiet 
: poſſeſſion of their freehold, rebuilt the pre- 

E miſes, and reared another family. This they 

| 3 repeated the three followiog years with equal 

| 3 | ſucceſs, and when 1 was there i in the year 
= %) © 


+ 
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1790, much of the neſt remained, but the 
crows had forſaken it. The above occur. 
= rence, though t to many it may appear incre- 

N dible, is an undoubted fact. That crows 
| ſhould come into the center of a populous 


1 8 town to build their neſts, 1 is of itſelf remark- 


able, but much more ſo, that they ſhould 
prefer a wreathercock to any other ſituation 


5 where, the whole family, and their habit 
tion turned round with every puff of wind, 


though they were perfectly ſecured from fall 
ing, by the ſpike of iron which roſe abore 


the fane, around which the whole made 


5 their reyolutions ; 1 and as on one ſide the neſt 
was hig ier than on the other, that part being 
; always to windward, by this ingenious con- 
trivance of the feathered architects, the inſide 
of the neſt was continually kept in a proper 
: degree of warmth. I never recolle& the 


various circumſtances, without being loſt 1 
admiration at the extraordinary ſagacity of 


| theſe birds. While I am on birds, I wil 


relate another odd circumſtance that hap 


5 pened not far from Moorfields: In the ſumma 


of es ina een near Peerleſs-Pod, 


£ < * ol 4 a « 4 * 
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there was one corner where human bones 
were piled up, and in one of the ſkulls a, 
: blackbird made her neſt, and hatched five 
1 young oues, three or four of which being 


8 4 
0 

7. 1 

, 7 


3 ren rw [Tas Al... 1 > - 4, mA 4 > ww CL "i 
NE IS OL > Sh and N ENS Fr 9 e 2 2 
2 * 5 9 5 PPP 
e FIR . D. 2 E 
e n 15 4&9 bY OO TI A - Ga EL 
r 5 A Es 
3 5 e < 


E | turn out fine ſingers. 


In Newcaſtle however, I met with a great- 


er eurioſity, as well as a more amiab 


F | niſhment. 


7 


F In my firſt j journey, Mr: F. er ha 1% 1 
| | ſeller introduced me to his daughter, _ 
| charming young lady, | who being unfortu- 


: nately born deaf, was conſequently dumb, 
ulla gentleman a few years ſince taught her 
1 to underſtand what was ſaid to her by the 


but to ſheak, he being g In. 


cocks, were kept by the "neighbours, and | 


of it than a crows. neſt t to excite my" aſts9 : 


YE | motion of the lips. T had the pleaſure of | 
; I converſing with her ſeveral times, and found 5 
Ti that the had much of the Scotch accent, 1 
WE which. : as Mr. Fiſher informed me, ſhe . 
auired of the gentlemen who taught her not 
only to underſtand, the. converſation of others 
tiye of that con- by 
| 5 ory, he remarked 211 chat ſhe never had 
REP __ F f 2 5 | ſpoken 
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. it is conſidered what an intenſe application 


a : happy a elfect, it ſurely reflects great credit 


. with Mrs. Lackington, this young 
ne lady became the firſt object of i u, and 
. we were both introduced to her. 7 


* 7 * g 7 


in London, who although ſhe is deaf, takes 
great ght in muſic, and when aſked bo 

me is affected by it, ſhe anſwers that ſhe feel 
e 15 at Her oaks and © at ** bottom * ber Wy 


having juſt related the pleaſure I experience 
oh account of a lady acquiring the uſe 0 


ſpoken the Newcaſtle dialect. This young 
lady, 1 was alſo informed, dances exceedingly | 


Well, keeping exact time with the muſic, 
whether it is play ed flow or quick. When 


muſt have been uſed, both on the part of the 
teacher and his fair pupil, to produce ſuch 


the | parties. 


In the year 1790, . 1 again viſited 


4 have lately been infortacd of a lady n now 


"pail on the ſubject. of cer len, and 


en 

t 
iz 
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ſpeech, permit me now to preſent you with 
OM „ | another 
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another rarily indeed '—ſomewhat connected 
With the former, no doubt, but intended as 
dn effectual remedy (temporary, at leaſt) for 
z an oppoſite complaint of the ſame organs, viz. 
too great a volubjlity of ſpeech, with which 
(as it is ſaid) many females are fo infected, 
as ſometimes to lead them to exceed the 
| : bounds of due moderation and female deco- | 
2 rum, and even diſplay itſelf 1 in the, tte 
of ſuch harſh (though frequently my 4 
late) terms as tend too much to diſgrace the 1 I 
unhappy. patient, and violently affect the au- — 
ditory nerves of all perſons within a couſi- 
derable diſtance.— To quit metaphor. 8 4 


80 he the town-hall I was ſhown a piece of 
| 3 antiquity called a brank. It conſiſts of a com- 
| 4 bination of . iron fillets, and is faſtened to the 
J head by x lock fixed to the back part of it; a 
| i | thin plate of iron goes into the mouth, Auf. 
| | ficiently firong however,” to confine. the 
tongue, and thus prevent the wearer from 
ü f | making any uſe of that reſtleſs member. 
rhbe uſe of this piece of machinery | is to 
E | puniſh notorious food I am Aae to find 
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that it is now conſidered merely as a matter 
of curioſity, the females of that town hap. 
pily having not the ſmalleſt occafion for the 

IY application of ſo harſh an inſtrument; whe. 


ther it is that all females, apprehenſive of 


{being included i in that deſcription, have tra. 


velled ſouthward, to avoid the danger of ſo 
| degrading an exhibition, or whatever other 
aſſigned, 1 forgot to enquire, It 
affords me pleaſure! to reflect, that 


the dies of Newcaſtle are left at liberty to 


* 


| adopt. a head-dreſs df their own chooſing, 
confident that they poſſeſs A more refi ned taſte 


| than to fix upon one by no means calculated 


OE: tage, as I am perſuaded the brank would cal 
5 ſuch a gloom! on the faireſt of them, as would 
tend much to diminiſh the influence of their 


charms, and give pain to every beholder, l 


| may be prudent, notwithſtanding, ſtill to 
. preſerve i it iu terrorem, as who knows whit 
future times may produce? As 1 eſteem it 
| very! ingenious contrivance, and as Hore may 
de parts of the country till to 


1 where e the *pplitation 0 of ſuch a machine may 


De i found, 


not t fay in all, "Pits ſufficient grounds Tor 


afſerting the contrary). 1 here preſent vou 8 
with an accurate ſketch of 1 it, 
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that if any ingenious artiſt ſhould be applied | 
to, he may not be at a loſs how it is to be 
made. 1 would, however, adviſe ſuch a one 


to be cautious in offering them to public ſale, 1 
and by no meths to advertiſe them («ſpecially 1 
if a married man, or having any views to- 


wands miatrimom y)). 


” 5 > i. - &... $4 4 . : 5 x * . . 22 F 2 


2 am, dear Friend. 855 + M 


. 
a - 
3 * 
7 0 4 i 
N : * 
* 5 
* * = C þ- 
4 8 2 ; 
i 4 N A * 
22 & N 7 2 . 
* 4 


* 


LIFE of J. LACKINGTON. 


LETTER xn. 


„ ©, land of cakes! how oft f my eyes 0 
| Ry Deſire to ſee thy mountains riſez 
How Fancy loves thy ſteeps to climb, 
2 80 wild, ſo folemn, ſo ſublime,” 


« All the fiage-conches that travel fo TY 
_ « Muſt get now and then an unfortunate caſt” 


DEAR FRIEND, 


| Inn my > firſt 3 journey to Scotland 7 
” ſometimes. travelled poſt, but often entered 
the different ftage- coaches, &c. for a ſtage or 
two, when I happened to ſee any ſetting out 
ſo as to ſuit my time and inclination : ; but at 
laſt I had pretty nearly paid dear for it, 3s 
the driver of the diligence from Darlington 
5 to Durham happened to be much inebriated, 
and before bis quitting Darlington had almoſt 
| overſet us; not abſerving the man was drunk, 
we attributed the fault to the horſes, We 
were however \ very ſpeedily undeceived i in that 


reſpect by many concurrent circumſtances, ſo 
that we were one minute nearly in the ditch 
— ron . 
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6f the right hand, and the next but juſt 
eſcaping that on the left; ; at other times we 
experienced friking proofs of the inabi i of 5 
our conductor againſt the number of ne © 


» horſe coal carts, not to mention their fre- 


| 7 coaches and carts can be to the full as ſavage 
towards each other in the country, as in 
1 London): however, notwithſtanding all theſe 
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quently running foul of us for being on the | 
wrong fide of the road; (for drivers of 


* hair breadth eſcapes,” we retained our ſeats, 
till we arrived within three quarters of a mile 


q 1 of Durham, when at length the ſpecific gra- 
vity of the driver s head preponderating over 
all the other parts of his frame united, preci- 
4 pitated him with violence from the elevated 


ſtation he had, till then (though with diffi- 


eulty) poſſeſſed to his parent earth. There 
þ 4 were three unfortunate paſſengers 1 in the car- 


® | riage, left to the diſcretion of the horſes, viz. 
4 2 gentleman, an innkeeper 8 wife, and your 


Bl 3. 


5 humble ſervant: the lady in tri compliance 

1 with the practice of her ſex ! in ſimilar ſitu- 
| | ations, on ſeeing the rapid deſcent of our cha- 
rioteer , immediately honoured us with' a 


1 loud 
, * - * 
. 9 f % 
— ” & 
* . 4 . 
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Joud and ſhrill ſhriek ; the quadrupeds, not 
accuſtomed to this pretty female note ſo 
much as the ſonorous voice of a coachman, 
miſtook for a ſignal to mend their pace, and 
” they, habituated to pay all due obedience to 
the commands of their ſuperiors of the biped 


creation, when underſtood by them, and 
finding no check, inſtantly proceeded | to a 
full gallop; and we, however reluctanth, 
followed them down a gentle deſcent, not at 


a gentle rate, but with prodigious ve locity, 
As [| was quite calm and. collected, I coolly 


reconnoitred the road before us, and obſery- 
ing that it was perfectly clear, as for half a 
mile not a coal-cart was to be ſeen, although 


we had lately paſſed ſeveral ſcore, : - began to 
reaſon with my companions, and they ſpeedily 
became calm enough to alſiſt in holding a 


council what was beſt to be done i in our cri- 
tical ſituation. Our debates were quickly 
ended, as we were unanimous in opinion that 


if we once entered the city of Durham, the 


1 carriage muſt ihevitably be torn to pieces, 
owing to the variety of turnings and obſtruc- 


tions we ſhould have to encounter, we there- 


fot re 
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fore entered into an immediate reſolution, | 


= zem. con. that to open the doors, and exhibit 


| our agility by leaping out, was, of two 
evils, chooſing the leaſt :” this we inſtantly 
did, in as careful a manner as poſſible ; we 
firſt alighted on our feet, and next compli- 
mented the ground with our noſes, without 
receiving much injury. Our female compa- 


nion indeed, by being rather too precipitate, 


alighted in a manner which on any other 


| f] _ occaſion would not have appeared ſtrietly 


decent, of which ſhe, poor lady! was ſo : 
ſenſible, that the immediately Des hoped as 
how we were both married gentlemen ;? . 
15 which was quickly replied to by both in the 
= affirmative ; and thus we ſaved our fair one 
the trouble of exerting herſelf 1 in another 


ſcream, and ourſelves. the Puniſhment af-- 


1 hearing | it. ; MS wa 


Bela no longer parties concerned i in the 
2 danger, it afforded us ſome entertainment to 
5 obſerve the progreſs of our vehicle now con⸗ 
g ſiderably lightened by our eſcape from it, and 
becoming every moment ſtill lighter by the 

excluſion. 


3 5 continually flapping, in 
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excluſion of ſmall trunks, boxes, parcels, 
5 great coats, Kc. they, in imitation of our 
5 example making leaps, ſome from the inſide 
of the carriage, and others from the bout; 
whether occaſioned. by the repu If ion of the 
carriage and its appendages, or the attra#tin 
of the earth, I am not ſufficiently verſed in 
philoſophy to decide. Poſterity when they 
peruſe my labours, no doubt will determine 
this weighty point, and tranſmit i it to the re- 


moteſt period of time, Properly — by 
F. R. 8 in Phil. . 


The horſes finding themſelves leſs incum- 
bered, and urged on by the noiſe of the door 


| happily however the“ carriage was Roppe 
before it entered the city, and no damage wa 
5 ſuſtained either by the horſes or the carriage. 


Before we left the | inn, our careful fon of tht 


0 whip arrived, not in the leaſt inju ech 


but rather benefited by his diſaſter, being 
1 ſuddenly transformed into a ſtate of perfed 9 A 
: ſobriety ; after him followed two coun- ö 3 


3 laden with the ſeveral articles Which 
| bad 
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had been ſo violently ejected. A I re- 
OT fected that this unguarded man might not 
| 7 always be equally ſucceſsful, either to him- 
y ſelf or his paſſengers, as in the preſent in- 
| 4 ſtance, I obtained a promiſe from the inn- 
1 keeper never to permit him to drive any car- 
j riage in future, in the management of which 
1 1 he had any concern. But I have ſince learned 
| 4 that the innkeeper did not keep his word, as 
z he ſoon permitted bim to drive the ſame di- 
| 2 ligence, and a few months after, being drunk 
| 1 as uſual, he fell from the box, and was 
killed on the ſpot. 


It, is aſtoniſhing what a number of fatal 
3 accidents continually happen from careleſſneſs 
| I and the want of ſobriety in this thoughtleſs 
ö J race of beings. 1 was informed that only 
| 2 two days previous to my arrival at Durham, 
Ja coachman quitting his box to ſtep into an 
3 adjacent houſe, in his abſence the horſes be- 
; | gan to move gently, and a lady in the car- 
? 1 riage giving a loud ſcream, the noiſe occa- 
| ſioned the horſes to ſet off full gallop, in 
| aonſequence of which a lady of Durham, | 


hap bean 5 1 7 
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happening unfortunately at that inſtant to be 
croſſing the way, was thrown down, and the 
Y wheels paſſing over her, ſhe died on the pot. 
One of the many melancholy effects reſult- 
e ing from the ridiculous practice of ſcreaming, 
But 1 crave pardon of the ladies; when | 
begin paſſing cenſure on them, it 1s high 
time to cloſe my epiſtle (which if not very 
: long will pgs: be deemed — im- 
pertinent) with, | 


Dear Friend, 


Yours. - 


8 W © — — 2 85 
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4 ETTER XLIV. 


O that the too  cenſorious world would lem 
« This wholeſome rule, and with each other bear! 
« But man, as if a foe, to his own ſpecies, 
Takes pleaſure to report his neighbour's faults, 
N Judging with rigour ev'ry ſmall offence, — 
0 And 8 85 * in ſcandal.“ 
Harwoop 3 D. of Brunſwick. 


© 0M A nation fam' d for ſong, and dauty 8 charms ; ; 
« Zealous, yet modeſt, innocent, though free: 
Patient of toil ; ſincere amidſt alarms z ; 
«+. Inflexible in faith: invincible in arms.” 
„%% Rs Baris“ Minſtrel, 


DEAR F RIEND, 


1 ws 7 od 
LY 


I; 18 reported ofa very emi⸗ 


nent aihbar,. that he never blotted a line of 
B what he had once written : on which it has 
I been remarked, that it was a pity he had not 
2 blotted a thouſand. Now ] though my ex- 
treme modeſty will not permit me to put 
| 4 myſelf on a level with that great man as an 
: author, whatever the impartial world may 
think of our comparative merits, I muſt 
confeſs I do not like to blot what I have 


$8 once 


* 
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once written, fearful leſt when 1 begin, 
(another proof of my modeſty,) I ſhould 
deface the major part of my manuſeript; 
and thus deprive the public of the great 
advantages which may reſult from them, 
What I allude to, is an unfortunate lip of 
the pen in my laſt; however, ag: coufel 
ſion of a fault makes ſome amends,” and! 
immediately checked myſelf, craved Pardon, 
abruptly cloſed my letter, and threw the 
offending pen from me with ſome degree of 
anger, I hope thoſe lovely fair ones, Who 
might think 1 meant to affront them, wil 
with their accuſtomed benignity forgive, and 
Indulge me with a ſmile on my future la. 
bours; 5 and as a convincing proof how fen- 


8 ſible I am of their kind condeſcenſion, I here | 


engage never more to expreſs my diſlike of 
their ſereaming, except they ſhould omit pur: 
_ chaſing books of me, which I am ſure every 
candid fair (and I what fair one 18 not candid; Y 
mul think ſBaiently provoking. 


"Ra my order to A ig them 5 ever) 


1 great man does not always conduct himſelf 


wit . 
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with equal politeneſs towards the Ladies, I 

FE: beg permiſſion to introduce a very great man 
a to them: no leſs a perſonage than Doctor 
s | Jod SON. Of whom indeed ſo much hath 
5 already been ſung and ſaid, that the ſubject 
F may be ſuppoſed to be nearly exhauſted; 


which is, however, ſo far from being the 
caſe, that notwithſtanding two quarto vo- 
lumes of his life by Mr. Boſwell are juſt 
publiſhed, we are taught to expect another 
life by a different hand. Indeed until ſome 


1s 


other great man makes his exit (myſelf out 


of the queſtion) we are likely to be enter- 


$ tained with freſh anecdotes of him; but 
» when that period once arrives, then farewel | 


| Johnſen! 1 


The eder, whoſe extreme duet 252 
1 that agreeable beverage tea, is well known, 
LY was once in company with a number of 
| 1 ladies, aſſembled to partake with him of the 
4 fame refreſhment. The lady of the houſe 
| © happened to be one of thoſe particularly at- 
T tentive to punctilio, and had exhibited her 
; | fineſt ſet of china for the entertainment of 
3 BS. her 


478 LIFEOFJ. LACKINGTON. 
her gueſts; the Doctor, who drank large 


quantities, and with couſiderable expedition, 


could not always wait with becoming pa 
tience ceremoniouſly to alk. fo and receive 


1n due form the addition of a lump o ſugar 
vrhen neceſfary ; he therefore without per. 


miſſion put his finger and thumb into the 


ſugar-diſh, tumbling the contents over, al 


he met with a piece of the proper ſize; the 


5 lady kept her eye fixed on him the v bob 


time, and deeming his conduct a great breach 


of decorum, reſolved to make him ſenſibe 
of it, by immediately ordering the fervant 
5 to change the ſugar-diſh. The Doctor, tho 
apparently attentive only to his tea, noticed 


it, and as ſoon as he had emptied the cup 


4 


> put it together with the ſaucer under the 


| fire-place, with due care, however, not to 
break them. This was too ſevere a ttial fot 


the poor lady, who, apprehenfive for the 


7 


fate of her dear china, after à decent ſercam, 
>: with warmth demanded the reaſon of 115 


treating her in fo rude a manner. Why, 


OE my dear madam, (replied he) I Wi 
« alarmed with the idea that whatever! 


| 0h touched 


RO ones 
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= touched was thereby contaminated, and 
1 impreſſed with anxious defire to contri- 

s bute towards your felicity, I removed the 
object fo defiled from your preſence with 
all poſſible expedition. This reply, tho? 
it extorted a ſmile from all the company 
preſent, did not ſatisſy the lady to whom 1 B 
was addreſſed, who notwithſtanding the ex- 


erted herſelf to appear in good humour, Was 
too much offended to forget the affront.- — 
This anecdote has been related to me with _ 
ſome addenda which heighten | the ſtory, : 
though more to the diſadvantage of the 
Doctor; but I believe as here related, ic 
1 may be 2 As on as the real fact. 


3 During my continuance 1 808004 
| © which was about three weeks the firſt time, 
Z and about a month the laſt, I often reflected 

with pain on the illiberal, not to ſay brutal 
treatment the inhabitants received from the 


; Ypodor. At Edinburgh I heard various anec- 
actes related of him, which were perfectly 
ore to me, and in all probability will be 
[| o to vou. 1 mall therefore give vou a 
F Z 4 | Woocimen | 


6 g 2 5 Being 
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Being One day at a gentleman's houſe in 

þ Edinburgh, ſeveral ladies and gentle», 
game in to pay their reſpegts to him; ay 
among others the then Lord Provoſt wen 

up to the Doctor, bowing repeatedly, aud 
expreſſing the high eſt reſpe& for him, to al 

which the Doctor paid not the leaſt atten- 

tion. Exccedingly hurt at fo Hagrant 1 

mark of diſreſpect, he turned round, an 
put a ſhilling into the hand of the gentle. 
man of the houſe: On being aſked what tle 

: ſhilling Was intended for, he replied, Hat 


not 1 {cen your bear 296 


As the Doctor was one 1 drinking ena 1 h 
another gentleman”s houſe, the lad dy aike » 
him if he did not chooſe another RR 1 | 
ſeems ſhe had forgot her having before a! ale | 3 | 

Ts him the ſame queſtion "WM and on her repet . 
1 ing it he replied, 6 Woman, ay I not ij 
: ready told you that J had done? 7 * On wii 


the lady anſwered him in his own gruff mall 2 
ner. During his continuance in her bo Y 
the always talked to him without ceremot | 1 
and it was remarked that the had wy oY 
Anu ö 7 
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influence with him than ny other perſon in 
Scotland. 


S 1 was much pleaſed with the politeneſs of 
$ the gentleman who related me this ſtory of 
F the Doctor, as he appeared anxious to ex- 

| 50 cuſe him for his want of due decorum, aud 
J thus to palliate a moſt obvious blemiſh in 
| 4 the character of one of the moſt emiaent of 
4 my countrymen. 1 could wiſh the compilers 
| 4 of the biograpbical department of that truly 
| ; great and uſeful work, the 6 E neyclopredia 


4 Britannica“ would obſerve the ſame polite- 
£3 neſs and impartiality, And I hope that this 
| hint will alſo induce them in ſome ſubſequent : 


edition, when Lam gone to 


« That Bourne from whence no traveller returns,” 


i 4 Iro do juſtice to my great 1 ion, jhing me- 
1 [3 7 7755 by way of compentation tor having tal len 
10 | mort in ſpeaking of other gr cat nen; and 
= Would 1 hap} pen to be Gul of print by the time | 
1 he editors of the Bro: graphia Britannica ar- 
7 f 4 rive at letter . which ee ms extremely pro- 
1 1 pable, according to the very deliberate Pro- 5 


G g 3 3 greſs 
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greſs of that work, I hope they will not 
flightly paſs me over. If they ſhould, let 


them take the conſequence: as I here give 


; them fair and timely notice, and they have 


not to plead as an | excuſe, the want of 


<4 materials. 


1 will give you one anecdote more of the 


: great Doctor, becauſe | it rela! es to a Scotch- 


man very eminent in the literary world. | 
had it from Mr. Samuel, who was one of. 


the N : 


Dr. Johnſon being one afternoon. at the 
' Kouſe of Mr. SamueP s uncle (whoſe name 


- have forgot) who lived in one of the ſtreets 
that leads from the Strand to the Thames, 
"4 number of gentlemen being preſent, th J 
agreed to croſs the water and make a little 
5 excurſion on the other ſide; ; in ſtepping | into 
25 the boat one of the company ſald, Mr. 


Hume, give me your hand. As ſoon as th ey 
were ſeated, our Doctor aſked Mr. Samuel | if 


- that was Hume the Deiſt. Mr. Samuel re- 


N plicd, that 3 it Was the great Mr. Hume, th the 


deep 


1 
1 
o ns 4 
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deep metaphyſician and famous hiſtorian. 
Had I known that (aid the Door) I would 


not have put a foot in the boat with him. 
In the evening they had all agreed to ſup 


together at a houſe near St. Clement's 


Church in the Strand, and Doctor Johnſon 


coming in after the reſt of the company had 


ſometime been met, he walked up to Mr. 
Hume, and taking him by the band, ſaid, 


Mr. Hume, I am very glad to ſee you, and 
: ſeemed well pleaſed to find him there, and 


it appeared to Mr. Samuel that the Doctor 
had thus choſe to atone for his haſty expref- 


| fion before related. 


As I ds not recollect any thing kgs re- 
corded reſpecting the Doctor's pugiliſtri abi- 


lter (excepting his knocking down Oſborn 


| the bookſeller, be conſidered as ſuch) I ſhall 


beg leave to relate another anecdote which 1 
received from the gentleman who favoured 
me with the preceding « one. 5 


Dr. Johnſon hi at the water fide when 
bome ladies had juſt quitted : a boat and were 


. endeFyouring 
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endeavouring to ſettle the fare with the wa... 
terman ; this ſon of the Thames, like too 
many of his brethren, inſiſted on much 
more than his due, accompanying his de- 
| mand in the uſval. ſtile of eloquence, with 
abuſive language, the Doctor kindly inter- 
fering, furniſhed the ladies with the oppor- 


tunity of retreating, and transferred the 


whole abuſe to himſelf, who. finding that ; 
argument had made no impreſſion on the 
waterman, tried what he could effect by the 
ſtrength of his arm, and gave the refractory : 


fellow a hearty drubbing, which had the 
deſired effect. 


One word more concerning our great Lexi- 


cographer. It muſt be allowed by every 
candid and impartial perſon, that the extreme 
contempt a and prejudice. he entertained to- 
wards our friends of North Britain reflected 
A very ſtrong ſhade « on his character, w which 

his warmeſt admirers cannot Juftify. 


Were L as 2 South: Briton, called upon to 
eine my fair and unprejudiced opinion re- 


1 
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ſpectiug national character of the natives of 


; = Scotland and thoſe of England, and I flatter 
24 myſelf 1 have had ample opportunities of ob- 


ſerving the peculiar traits of both countries, 


1 would fay, that if we in England excel 
them in ſome virtues, they no leſs ſhine in 
= others, and if the North- Britons poſſeſs ſome 

b- peculiar frailties and prejudices, we of the ” 
South are not intirely free from ours; fo that 
| were the virtues and vices of a certain num 
3 ber of each country placed in an bydroftatical 
Z balance (it muſt however be a pretty large 
3 one, ) I believe it very difficult to prognoſti- 
| cate which of the two would preponderate. 
1 It is true, I have met with one very great 
WD villain in Scotland, in Mr. S. which only 


tends to prove there are probably ſeoundrel, 


to be found every where, and that without 


taking the trouble which Diogenes did, 


ſearch of an honeſt man; and I am e | 


afraid, were I to enquire. of ſome North: 


| Britons, they could without any great diffi- 


155 point out to me ſome of my oven 
country men as bad. 


I deteft 
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1 deteſt all national prejudices, as I think 


It betrays great weakneſs in the parties Who 


are influenced by them. Every nation of 


the habitable globe, nay each particular pro- 


vince of thoſe countries has certainly ſome 
peculiar traits belonging to it which diſtin. 

guiſhes it from its neighbours. But if we 

are diſpoſed to view one another with the 
ſeverity of criticiſm, how eaſy, nay how 
frequent it is to diſcover ſuperior virtues (as 
we think) as well as abilities in that particu- 
har ſpot which gave birth to ourſelves, and. 
equally diveſted of © that Arie impartiality 

which alone can enable us to judge properly, 


diſcover proportionable blemiſhes 3 in the n na- 


tives of other countries. 


. But travellers who want the avid! 
„To mark the ſhapes of good and ill, 
With vacant ſtare thro' Europe range, 
D « And deem all bad, becauſe *tis ſtrange, 
60 Tbro' varying modes of life, we trace 
The finer traite, the latent grace, 
“ Quite free from ſ pleen 8 incumb ring load, ; 
« At little evils on the road; 
„ So while the path of life J tread, = 
A path to me with briars ſpread ; 


LIFE OF J. LACKINGTON. 487 
Let me its tangled mazes ſpy, 
Like you, with gay, good humour eye, 28 
« And be my ſpirit light as air, 
Call life a jeſt, and laugh at care.“ 


In ſaying thus much, I do not mean to 
infer, that we ought not to be inſpired with 


a laudable ambition to excel, not thoſe of 


other countries only, but even thoſe with 


whom we are more intimately connected: 


but that ſhould be done without drawing! in- 
| vidious compariſons of the merits or deme- 
rits of others. In ſhort, let 1 it be the earneſt 
endeavour of each country, and every indi- 


vidual of that country in particular, united 
under our amiable monarch, to ſtrive which 


ſhall have a ſuperior claim to the title of be- 
ing G0 MEN, uſeful members of ſociety, 


friends to the whole human race, and peace- 


| , able ſubjects of a government, which though 
not abſolutely in a ſtate of perſeetion—(and 
| L can that man be really deemed wiſe who ex- 
: pects to meet with perfection i in any human : 
2 eſtabliſhment ? ) is ſtill happily ſuperior to 
I every other i in the known world. 


But 
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But to return to Edinburgh. The ld 


town, ſo called, has not much to boaſt of; 


but the new town 18 by far the moſt compleat 


and elegant I ever ſaw. In various towns of 
England and Scotland, * have indeed ſeen 
ſome good ſtreets, and many good houſes, 
but in this the whole 1 18 uniformly fine; not 


one houſe, much leſs a whole ſtreet that can 


be termed indifferent i in the whole town, 


And here let me do Juſtice to North- 


Britiſh hoſpitality, and their very polite at- 


tention to ſuch. Evgliſhmen * 'ho happen to 


| travel to the 6c land of cakes.” 852 7 can truly 
ſay, that the polite and friendly behaviour 


of the :nbabitants towards Mrs. Lackington 


and myſelf, claims our warmeſt gratitude 


and ſincereſt thanks. This the more civilized 
part of my countrymen will readily believe; 
and as to thoſe of another deſcription (Eap- 


pily but a comparatively ſmall number, 1 


truſt) are welcome to treat my aſſertion W ith 


that contempt uſually attendant on 1 prejudice 


which 1 18 the reſult of! ignorance. 


3 
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The ſubject I now mean to enter into 
: being a delicate one, permit me here to cloſe 


my letter; ; thus affording you a ſhort reſpite, 
and myſelf A little time for conſideration on 


the propriety of ſubmitting my ideas (as you - 
ſeem determined all thoſe I ſend you ſhall be) 


to public notice, 
1 am, 
Dear Friend, 


LETTER 


— 


«+ Set cams in bis eye, andin Ks . 
cs Among daughters of men the faireſt found, : 
Many are in each region paſling fair 
As the noon ſky, more like to goddeſſes 
„Than mortal creatures; graceful and diſcreet, | 
2 Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 2 
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«« Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty, with mild 5 


„ And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach; 


* Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw 


«« Hearts after them, tangl'd in amorous nets; 
“Such objects have the power to ſoften and tame 


* Severeſt temper, ſmooth the rugged'ſt brow, 
4. « Enerye and with voluptuous hope diſſolve; 


« Draw out with credulous deſire, _ 


"208 At will, the manlieſt reſoluteſt breaſt,” 


freely on every ſubject, ſoon determined me 


Ee 


” DEAR FRIEND, 


In; my laſt * expreſſed ſome 


Alfidence reſpeQing the propriety of com- 
mitting to paper my thoughts on a particular 
ſubject; 1 have ſince weighed it with due 
caution, and the conſideration of my having 


Woke bf 


during the long courſe of my epiſtolary cor- 
| reſp ondence alway J declared my ſentiments 


not 
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not to degrade myſelf by ſhrinking back, now 


it is ſo near ESTES to a concluſion. 


The rabjet then is—that bricks levels 
part of the creation, WOMAN the ſource. 
of all our joys, the aſſuagers of all our 
griefs; deprived of whoſe powerful and at- 
tractive charms, man would be a wretch 
4 indeed. But alas! the utmoſt efforts of my 
2 abilities are far inadequate to do juſtice to 
their merits ; happily that pleaſing theme 
has engaged the attention of the ableſt and 
worthieſt of men, from the remoteſt period . 
down to the preſent time ; and I truſt ever 


will, nay muſt, ſo long as a ſpark of virtue 
HF remains In the human breaſt. 


+." ' Weak tho? her frame, not hers to yield 
MI ſteel, to hre, to dart, or ſhield ; 
« Vain are th embattled warrior's arms— | 
No proof gainſt beauty's heav'ply charms; 
Beauty! whoſe ſmiles, with ſoft controul, 
0 At once can dee him to the ſoul.” | 
2 | Fawkes's Anacreon. Pp 


And when 1 reflect, that 
_ They : are nok coly: on but zer as fair,” | 


E have nought to Tear. 5 e 
I theres 


= ling, &c. there are more really fine women 
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1 therefore proceed with cheerfulneſ; to 
ſay, that in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Ster. 


to be found than in any place Lever viſited, 
1 do not mean to ſay that we have not as 
many handſome women in England; but 
the idea 1 wiſh to convey 8: that we have 
not ſo m many in proportion: that! is, Go to 
any public place where a number of ladies 
are aſſemble ed, in either of the above towns, 
and then go to any place } in England where 
an equal number are met, and you will r no 
7 tice a greater number of fine women among 
the former, than among the latter. It muſt 
be obvious that in making this declaration, 
allude te the genteeler part; for among the 
7 lower claſſes of women in Scotland, by being 
more expoſed to the inclemency of the wer. 
ther, the majority are very homely, and the 
want of the advantages of apparel, (wii ich 
| thoſe in a higher ſphere can avail themſelves 
of; and know how to apply) together with 
their fluttiſh and negligent appearance, does 
not tend in the leaſt to heighten their 
os charms. . : - 
| Having 


5K 
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Having both read and heard much related 
4 the manner of waſhing their linen, which 
I muſt confeſs I could not credit without 
having ocular demonſtration, during my 
continuance at Glaſgow, curioſity led me to 
| the mead by the river ſide. For the poor 
women here inſtead of the water coming nt. - 
N | them, as in London, are obliged to travel 
| loaded with their linen to the water; where 
E you may daily ſee great numbers waſhing, 
E in their way; which if ſeen by ſome of our 
J London prudes, would incline them to form 
3 | very unjuſt and uncharitable ideas of the mo- 
q | deſty of theſe Scottiſh laſſes. Many of them 
| ma a trifle to be accommodated with the 
| uſe of a large waſh- houſe near the water, 
4 Y where about a hundred may be furniſhed 
: with every convenience for their purpoſe. 
But by far the greateſt part make fires, aud 
# heat the water in the open air, and as they | 
@ finiſh their linen, they ſpread it on the graſs 5 
0 dry; which is the univerſal mode of drying 
throughout Scotland, Here the 


2 Maidens bleach their fommer ſmocks.“ 


hh T That 


* 


= ſcene N familiar, : : 
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1 had walked to and fro ſeveral times, and 
began to conclude that the cuſtom of getting 


into the tubs and treading on the linen, 
either never had been practiſed, or was come 


into diſuſe ; but 1 had not waited more than 


half an hour, when many of them jumped 
into the tubs, without ſhoes or ſtocking, : 


with their ſhift and petticoats drawn up far 
above the knees, and ſtamped away with 


great compoſure in their countenances, and 


with all their ſtrength, no Scotchman taking 
the leaſt notice, or even looking towards 
7] them, conſtant habit having rendered the 


On converſing with ſome gentlemen of 
; Glaſgow on this curious ſubject, they affurel 
me that theſe ſingular laundrefles (as t! 1ey aps 

; peared. to me) were ſtrictly modeſt women, 
who only did what others of unblemiſhed [= 
putation had been accuſtomed to for a long 
: ſeries of years ; 3 and added, that at any « other 
time a purſe of gold would not tempt them 
to draw the curtain ſo high. By way of 
_ contraſt, let me obſerve that many of our 
SEED Sa | London 
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nice in other reſpects, would not be ſeen 


3 queſtion. * ſtriking iriſtance of the power- 
b- ful influence of habit! Pomfret ſays, 


* Cuſtom's the world's great idol we adore, 9 8 
* And knowing that we ſeek to Know no more,” 


Moſt of the female ſervants 3 in | Ediobuegh, 


I about the town the fore part of the day with- 


: cepted 5 however, they do not go into kirk, 


| rately, 1 
13 Nor heed the paſſenger who looks that way,” 


Moſt of theſe poor young country-women 


London ſervant-maids, though not always ſo 


E thus habited in public on any terms, leſt 
their precious characters ſhould be called in 


J Glaſgow, | &c. do all their work, and run 


out ſtays, ſhoes or ſtockings ; and on 
Sundays I ſaw the country-women going 
| towards Kirk, in the ſame manner (ſtays ex- 


g till they have dreſſed their legs and feet for 5 
J that purpoſe they ſeat themſelves on the 
graſs, ſomewhere near, put on their ſhoes 
L and ſtockings, and er up: very delibe- 5 


| go without any caps or hats; 3 they have in 


| general fine heads of hair, many plait it, RON 
Hh others 
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others let it bang looſe down their TY : 
and I aſſure you, my T_ they look very 
| agreeable, 


I returned each time through Buxton 


where ſtaying, a week or two, I viſited . 
: Caſtleton, and ſpent ſeveral hours in ex- 
ploring that ſtupendous cavern, called The 
Devil's A— in the Peake, I alſo ſurveyed 


Poole's Hole, near Buxton, and purchaſed 'E 


great variety of petrifaQions. In our way 
home I ſaw the great marble manufacdory at 
Aſton, in the water, ſpent ſome days at 
Matlock, the moſt romantic village that [ 
ever ſaw, but the fight of it coſt me dear ; 
as we were conveyed there in an old crazy 
poſt-chaiſe, i in which I caught a violent cold, 


the lining W very ys” 


_ 
Dear Friend, 


Vous 


LETTER 
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4a 


"TETT ER XLVI, 


6 Good ſeen expaticd, evil unforeſeen, 5 
= Appear by turns as fortune ſhifts the ſcene: 
« Some rais'd aloft come tumbling down amain, 
5 Then fall ſo hard, * bound and riſe again,” 
Darpun' 5 Virgil 


% New turns and changes every day 
„ Are of inconſtant chance the conſtant arts; 
2 Soon fortune gives, ſoon takes away, _ 
« She comes, embraces, nauſeates you, and parts, 
« But if ſhe ſtays or if ſhe goes, 7 
0 The wiſe man little joy or little ſorrow knows 3 3 
45 For over all there hangs a doubtful fate, 
« And few there be that're always fortunate, _ 
* One gains by what another is bereft; 
. Ihe frugal deſtinies have only left 
A common bank of happineſs below, 
= * Maintain'd, like nature, by an ebb and flow.“ 2 
| _ How' 8 Indian Emp. | 


| DEAR FRIEND, 


* 1 Did not iotend to trouble 1 

i you or the public with an account of any 5 
more of my wonderful travels, but being now 
at Lyme, for want of other amuſements this 
4 ng een 1 Aen. that a ſhort ac- 
H h 3 „ 
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4 
count of this journey might afford you ſome 
entertainment. 


My Nate of health being but indifferent 
and Mrs. Lackington' s ſtill worſe, I was in- 
| duced to try what effect a e would] PG 
duce : | 
„When med'cine fails, amuſement ſhould be ſought, 
Though but to ſooth the miſeries of thought,” 
It being immaterial what part I travelled to; | 
and as I had not for a long time ſeen my na- 
tive place, and perhaps might not be fur 


niſhed with another opportunity, we reſolved 
to vilit! it 


LL And many a year elaps d, Nennen to view 
„ Where once the cottage ſtood, the hawthorn grew, | 
* Remembrance wakes with all her buſy train, : 


* Swells at my | breaſt 
I ſtill had hopes, for pride attends us ſtill, 5 
60 Amidit the ſwains to ſhew my bock A d ſeill. 
6 Ves, let the rich deride, with proud diſdain - 
4 The ſimple bleſſings of the lowly train, 
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To me more dear, congenial to my heart, 
66 One nativecharm, than all the gloſs of art; 
60 © Spontaneous j Joys, where nature has its play, : 
2 cc The ſoul adopts, and owns their firſt- born ſway : 
_ *f Lightly they frolic o'er the vacant mind, 


25 «6 \, Uncury'd, unmoleſted, vnconlin' d.“ 
| | Goypommrth, 


1 
ad 2 . 
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Accordingly in July laſt, 1791, we ſet 
out from Merton, which I now make my 


chief reſidence, taking Bath, Briſtol, &c. in 
our way to my native — e a 


In Briſtol, Exbridge, Bridgewater, hut: 

ton, Wellington, and other places, J amuſed 

myſelf in calling on ſome of my maſters, 

| with whom I had about twenty years before 

| worked as a journeyman ſhoemaker. I ad- 

dreſſed each with, « Pray Sir, have you got 

i any occaſs aon * which is the term made uſe 

| of by j journeymen in that uſeful occupation, 

| when ſeeking employment. Moſt of thoſe | 

honeſt men had quite forgot my perſon, EE 

| many of them had not ſeen me ſince : Þ 
worked for them : ſo that! it is not eaſy for 

you to conceive with what furprize and 

aſtoniſhment they gazed on me. F or you 

muſt know that I had the vanity (I call it 

| humour) to do this in my chariot, attended 

; by my ſervants ; and on telling them who 

2 I was, all appeared to be you” happy to 


lee me. 
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| 60 p ſprings, at every ſtep, to be a tear, 
« Some little friendſhip form'd * WS by here.” 
And l affine you, my "20g it afforded : 
me much real pleaſure to ſee ſo many of my 
old acquaintances alive and well, and tolera. 
ble happy. The following lines often oc. 
5 curred to my mind: 
"00" Fax from the he crowds ignoble ſtrife, 

© Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to yt 


« Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 
"op They keep t the noiſeleſs tenor of thei way,” 


At Taunton and Wellington it ſeemed to 
be the unanimous determination of all the 
poorer ſort, that [ ſhould by no means be 
deficient 1 in old ' acquaintance. — 


eee wakes each poll delight, -. 
Each youthful tranſport burſting on the ſight, 
« « Equal i in years when frolic ſports diſplay, 85 

0 And Fhochus bs glagdrus with a brighter ray.” | 


1 GaEen' $ N Rhodius. 
"FR, poor ſouls declared: that they had 
known me for Ain years (that | iS, years before 


I was born; ;) others had danced me in their 
arms a thouſand times; nay, better Mill, 


= one kney 4 — but, beſt of all, 


* 


ſays) from what motive. 
into theſe things. 
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one old man claimed acquaintance with me, 
for having ſeen me many times on the top 
of a ſix- and- twenty round ladder, balanced 
on the chin of a merry andrew! The old : 
man was however egregiouſly miſtaken, as 
I never was ſo precariouſly | exalted, my am- 
35 bition, as you well know, taking a very dif- 
ferent turn. But that was of no conſequence: 3 
all the old fellow wanted was 4 Shilling — 


and 1 gave it him. No matter (as Sterne 


66 His faithful kin, though forty t times remov d. 
« Will let him hear how tenderly he's lov'd; 
Silence when he hacangues will ne'er be broke, 
#6 But ey i tongue — his poares joke. 


I never examine 
; This 1 obſerved, that 
none of them were common beggars, but 
. poor uſeful labouring people, (giving to 
common ſtrollers is but encouraging idleneſs 
and every other vice) and as Sma!! matiers 
made many happy, I was ſupremely ſo, to be 
the means of contributing to their comfort. 
And indeed who would heſitate at being the 
means of diffuſing happineſs on ſuch ealy | 
. terms, and with ſo little trouble! 5 - 


> * 
* o 
. > : 
* * c * 1 8 * 
1 hs © . 2 
LS» oe ; * 
W 
1 *. 4 - * N 
of eh *T- * 8 hs : 
7 »* : * #*, CL . : f : 8 
"os + » AK "© ö * 
d 1 s _ 8 
— W 1 8 MN , 


3e: LIFE Or J. LAcRINGTON. 


The bells rang merrily all the day of my 
e I was alſo honoured with the at- 
tention of many of the moſt reſpectable peo- 
ple in and near Wellington and other parts: 
5 Some of whom were pleaſed to inform me, 
that the reaſon of their paying a particular 
attention to me was their having heard, and 1 
now having themſelves an opportunity of 
obſerving, that I did not fo far forget my- 
: ſelf, as many proud vupſtarts had done; that 


the notice * took of my poor relations and 


old acquaintauce merited the reſpect and ap- 
85 Probation of « every real grntlernars 


: = By deat experience every day v we find, 
« That riches commonly degrade the mind, 
That he, who train'd through wants inflenRiive ſchool, 
Had prov 'da man of ſenſe, becomes a fool. | 
As ditt on all beneath himſelf looks down, | 


8 pr, Nor feels for any forrow but his own.” 
= RopenrsoN' $ Miſeellanie, 


| © They 1 were als pleaſed to expreſs a wiſh, 
y that as ſoon as. F could diſpoſe of my buſi- 4 


. neſs, 1 would come down and ſpend the re- 


_ be realized; + with it may be ſoon. 


mainder of my days among them. Thoſe 
; ideas were pleaſing to me, and perhaps may 


There 
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. « There een 1 trifle careleſly away, 
"= Oy The milder evening of life's clouded day, 
«© From buſineſs, and the world's intruſion free, 
« With books, with love, with friendſhip and with thee, 
% No farther want, no wiſh yet unpoſſeſt, 
cc Could Cer diſturb 1 unambitious breaſt.” F 


This reception was the more pleaſing, as 


n 1e ſometimes obſerved a contrary con- 


duct practiſed by ſome, who have been 
5 pleaſed to ſtile themſelves gentlemen, and 
on that ſcore think that they have a right to 
treat men of buſineſs (however reſpeRtable 
they may be) as by much their interiors ; and, 
it too often happens that one of thoſe petty 
gentry who poſſeſſes but a hundred or two 
per annum, will behave in a haughty man- | 
ner to a man in buſineſs who ſpends as many 
thouſands ; but ſuch ſhould be told, that 33 
real gentleman in any company will never 
either by word or action, attempt 1 make 


the meaneſt perſon feel his inferiority, but 
on the contrary. 


They ſhould be informed alſo Va highly == 


impolitic and unjuſt it is to attempt to fix 
_—_ a liga on trade and commerce, the very 
things 
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ings: that have cauſed England to rife fo 
8 in the 4 ſcale of Europe, | 


e 4 —— . Mighty « commerce hail! 
« « By thee the ſons of Attic's ſterile land, wm 
« A ſcanty number, laws impoſed on Greece, 
as Nor aw'd they Greece alone; vaſt Aſia's king, 
„ Tho? girt by rich arm'd myriads at their frown, 8 
* Felt his heart wither on his fartheſt throne, 
5 Perennial ſource of population thou! | 
4 While ſcanty peaſants plough the flow? ry plains, 
% What ſwarms of uſeful Citizens bring up, 5 
wc Hatch d by * foſteripg wing.“ 


Grainger $ Sugar-cane, 


"Tis true that even in England you may 
lee great numbers of very opulent tradeſmen 
Who have not had an idea but what they 

have acquired behind the counter; but %%% 
may alſo find mauy thouſands of the ſame _ 
_ claſs of life w ho are poſſeſſed of very liberal 
ideas, and who would not commit an action 


that would diſgrace 4 title. -. 


* In England (fays Thickneſſe) « one may 


| truſt the honour of 4 reſpectable tradeſman ; a 
in France and Flanders I never experienced ; 
a fingle inſtance of! 7 hes (He adds) ce and an 


e merchant, who has reſided many . 
years 
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would boaſt alſo all over the town of having 
1 done.“ And 1 think that we may ealily 
account for this very great difference, 11 the 
national characters of merchants and tradeſ- 
men. On the continent, merchants and 
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years at Marſeilles, aTared me that there was 
not a merchant in that great city, who would 
not only over-reach him if he could, but 


8 


tradeſmen are looked upon, in a degrading 
point of view, merely for being of that 
claſs, nor would the moſt honourable or reſ- 
pectable behaviour ever raiſe them in the 
ideas or eſtimation of the nobles or gentry, 
who are taught to treat them with neglect, : 
and even contempt. Thus being deprived of 
that great motive to noble or liberal actions, 
- the love of honour, rank, the notice of the 
great, &c. &c. their minds become de- 
preſſed and degraded; whilſt 1 in England the 
merchants and reſpectable tradeſmen, being 
held in higher eſtimation, and often admitted 
to the company, converſation, and honours £7 
of higher claſſes, the ſordid mind by degrees Des 
imbibes 1 more liberal ſentiments, and the | 


rough manners receive a degree of poliſh, 


For 
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For my part, 1 will endeavour to adhere 


to the advice given. by Perſius as it is 
tranſlated: 


55 Study thyſelf what rank, or what degree 

„ The wiſe Creator has ordain'd for thee : ' 

« And all the offices of that ſlate — 

05 * Perform; and with thy prudence guide thy fate.” 


William Jones, Eſq. of Foxdowne, . near 


Wellington, informed me of a remarkable ; 


progneftication \ in my favour ; he told me that 
when I was a boy, about twelve years of e, 
Mr. Paul, then a very conſiderable whole- 
ſale linen-draper, in Friday-ftreet, London, 
(1 believe ſtill living) paſling by my father's 
houſe one day, ſtopped at the door and aſked 9 
various queſtions about ſome guinea-pig 
which I had in a box. My anſwers it ſeems. 
pleaſed and ſurprized him, and turning to- 


1 wards Mr. J ones, ſaid, 4 Depend upon it, fir, 


' that boy will one day riſe far above the ſituation 
that his preſent mean circumflances ſeem to Pro- 
T9] So who knows what a great man I 
may yet be ?—perhaps 


4 * double pica in che bock of fame. 
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| Give me leave to introduce another pre- 
diction, though not altogether ſo pleaſing as 

that juſt related. An Italian gentleman, and 
if we may Judge by appearance, a perſon of 


rank, was ſome years ſince looking at ſome 


books of palm firy in my ſhop, and at the 
ſame time endeavoured to convince me of 5 
the reality of that ſcience. In the midſt of 


his diſcourſe, he ſuddenly ſeized my right- 


hand, and looking for ſome time with great 


attention on the various lines, he informed 


me that 1 had twice been 1 in danger of loſing : 


my lite, once by water, and once by a wound 


in my head; he was certainly right, but 1 


i believe by chance, as I have many other 


times been in very great danger. He ad- 


ded, that I had much of the goddeſs Venus 


in me, but much more of Mars; 1 and aſſured 


me that I ſhould go to the wars, and arrive 


at great honour. He likewiſe informed me, 278 
that I ſhould die by fire- ar nis pointed over a 
wall —How far the former part of this 
gentleman's prediction may be relied on, 185 


will not pretend to decide, but the laſt part 
of it was lately very near coming to ſuch a 
deciſion 


, 
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deciſion as would have proved the fallibility 1 


of that part of his prognoſtication, though 
even in that caſe he might have pleaded his 
being pretty near the matter of fact, only 
ſubſtituting gunpowder inſtead of fire-arms, 
and I ſhould not have had it in my power to 
contend the point with him. I will endea- 
vour to render this intelligible : : On Tueſday | 
the fifth of July, 1791,1 very nearly eſcaped | 
being blown up with the Ppowder-mills be- 
longing to Mr. Bridges, at Ewell, near Mer- | 
ton in Surry. A quarter of an hour before | 
thatevent took place, I was riding out with- | 
in one mile of the mills, and having en- 
quired of Mr. Roſe, at Coombe-Farm, for the 
way that leads round by the mills, I actually 15 
rode part of the way, with an intent of 
viſiting them. But ſomehow or other, 
ſcarce knew why, I turned my horſe about, 


1 and a few minutes after I had done fo, I ſaw 3 


the fatal cataſtrophe; which happening by 
1 day, reſembled a large cloud of ſmoke, of 
a very light colour, and the report reached 
my cars immediately after. 1 inſtantly con- 
_ it could be nothing leſs than the 

| - powder mill 
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* Waber-milh blown up; and on my return 
to my houſe at Merton, I ſoon learned that 
it was the identical powder-mill that in all 
probability I ſhould have been in, or cloſe 
by, at the time of the exploſion, By this 
accident it ſeems four men were killed, 
ſome of whom had large families. The 
I bodies were ſo much mangled by the explo- 
I ſion, that they could not be diſtinguiſhed 
Z from each other, and the head of one of them 
C | was thrown to a great diſtance. 


: But to proceed with my journey. I eſteem 
myſelf peculiarly happy, on one account in 
particular, that I undertook it; and have 
only to regret. it did not take place ſooner, as 
it tended to undeceive me in a matter a 
2 which I had long been in an error. The 
caſe was this : I had for ſeven years paſt ſup- 
poſed that the parents of my firſt wife were 
dead; and on enquiring after them of Mr. | 
* Caſh at Bridgewater, he confirmed the re- 
| ; port. However, as we paſſed through North = 
| 4 Petherton, being but a mile from the place 
Z where they formerly lived, 1 could not help 
11 ſtopping 


4 Dp 


aoppipgt to 5 find out thc time ichen * died, 
and what other particulars I could learn re- 
lative to them; but, to my very great ſurpriſe, 
1 was informed that they were both living at 
Newton, two miles diſtant. On this in- 
formation J gave the coachman orders to 
be drive us there, but ſtill could ſcarcely credit 
that they really were alive.—But, O my dear 
Friend, it is utterly impoſſible for me to 
| deſcribe the ſenſations of Mrs. Lackingto 1 
and myſelf, on entering 


ee ebe 
$70 Wills ragged wall of mouſe ong mud,” 
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which contained them ! 25 


. > * JF z 


Fi. + BE e pekte nals, 


XLS ” we hy And horror o'er the proſpect threw.“ AMW III. 


"There we found—two 


| 5 ; « 1000 human ruins, totering o'er the gre!” 


| The dim light on our entrance ſeemed: a little 
20: Haſh 1 in the ſocket, and every moment 
5 threatened to diſappear for ever ! while their 


uh pale. wither * hands were ſtretched out 
Ka ts | 25 towards 
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towards me, trembling at once with eager- 
neſs and age.” Never before did I feel the 
full force on — deſcription, 


Ia ſeent of all 

m0 That ends this range eventful hiſtory; 
e Is ſecond childiſhneſs, and mere oblivion : 55 
* Sans wo," ſans wh ad ſans _ ſans rey thing.” 


From weh a Nate of poverty and ERIN 
neſs, good God, deliver ee worthy 
character. 


; The old man is ninety years of. age, and GE 
| the good old woman eighty. The old man "_ 
intellects are much impaired; he for a mo- 

ment knew me, and then his recollection 
forſock him. His behaviour brought to my 
mind, the paſſage in the Odyſſey, where the 
8000 old man meets his long loſt ſon, 


7 He faints, he Galle, wich mighty j joys oppreſt, 
But as returning life regains its feat, 

And his breath lengthens, and his pulſes beat; 
e Yes, I believe, he cries, almighty Jove! 
* Heay'n rules as yet, and gods there are aboye,” | 


1 | 
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The old woman retained her ſenſes and 
_ knowledge during the whole c of he time we 
were with them. 


« They breath'd their prayer, Tue may fack poodnel live! 
5 "Twas all gave, 'twas all they had to give.“ 


On inquiry 1 Wund, that what little pro- 
perty they had poſleſed had been all ex- 


; pended for ſome years. 


te How many once in Fortune s lap high fed, 
« Solicit the cold hand of Charity! 


0 To ſhock us more—ſoliciti it! in vain! 8 br. Youxc, 


Amidſt chis dreary Gs 5 it was ſome alle. 
 vaation to learn that their pious fon had given 


them weekly as much as he could afford from 
his own little family, and I have adde 


enough to render them as comfortable a5 


their great age can poſlibly admit of. But 


for your ſake and my own, I will drop this 
0) gloomy ſubject; which to me proved one 


of the moſt affecting ſcenes that ever J expe-· 


rienced i in the whole courſe of my life ; and 
mY believe that had 5 not afforded them relief 


the dreary ſcene would have followed bw 


7 haunted imagination to my grave, It 154 
fue 
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fine ſpeech that Metaſtaſio puts into the 
mouth of T. tus. 


« What would'ſt thou leave me, friend, if thou deny'ſt me, 
« The glorious privilege of doing good? 
Shall I my only joy forego; 8 

« No more my kind protection ſhew, 

8 To thoſe by fortune's frown purſu'd ; 
3 Neo more exalt each virtuous friend, 
No more a bounteous hand extend, 
Sl T enrich the Toy and the good pp: Hool z. 


During our continuance at : Wellington, I 
one morning rode over to Black Down, on 
e to inſpect an immenſe heap of ſtones 
on the top of the hill, ſtraight before the town, 
1 | which I remembered to have ſeen when "+ | 
3 boy. T he diſtance from Wellington i is about 
b two miles, Theſe ſtones cover about an 
g acre of ground, and riſe to a great height. 
$ The country people informed me with great 
Y gravity, that the Devil brought them 
E there in one night in his leathern apron.” : 
Y But the name of it, as well as the form, 8 
F proves what it was. It is called Sy mmon's 
3 | Borough or Barrow; which, you know, 
# iiguifies a burial-place. 5 ſhould not have 
YH 8 1 3 | taken 
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taken any notice of it here, had I ever en 


any Barrow of tones beſides this, and five 
other ſmaller Barrows, about half a mile 


from the large « one, T he country people ins 
formed me that the devil brought the five 
| heaps there i in his glove. J alſo obſerved the 
remains of a large camp near the ſpot. Cam- 
den has taken notice of - a large camp at 
Roach Caſtle, three or four miles from 


hence; it is ſtrange that neither he not 


Gough ſhould take any notice of ſo. fingular 
Aa Barrow as this certainly is is. 


Tam, 
Dear Friend, 
Yours. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XLII. 


«© Ye who amid this feveriſh world would wear 
«© A body free of pain, of cares the mind, 
| be Fly the rank city; ſhun its turbid air: 
0 Breathe not the chaos of eternal ſmokce 
* And volatile corruption from the dead, 
© The dying, ſickening, and the Fg world 
„ Exhal'd, to ſully heaven's tranſparent dome 
Ch With dim mortality, It is not ait | | 
„That from a thouſand lungs reels back to thine, 
« Sated with exhalations, rank and fell, 
The ſpoil of dunghills, and the putrid thaw 
„Of Nature; when from ſhape and texture ſhe 
* Relapſed into fighting Elements. 5 
« It is not air, but floats a nanſeous maſs | 
Of all obſcene, corrupt, offenſive things, 
% Much moiſture hurts : here a ſordid bath, : 
„ With daily rancour fraupht, relaxes more 
« The ſolids than ſimple moiſture can. 
ARMSTRONG! s Artof Health, 


DEAR FRIEND, 


Brix a now at one "of thoſe 


alike aſually called watering places, that is, 


8 place where invalids reſort in great nuch 
bers for the real or pretended purpoſe of 
drinking the waters for which each particu- 
I 1 4 „ 


e 855 4, 1 179 


„ 
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he 3s tar ſituations is in repute, and bathing 3 in them 


With a view to the reſtoration of their health; 
1 ſhall trouble you with a few ene f 
which have occurred to me on the ſubjed. 
I cannot entertain a doubt but that many 
by this practice have been highly benefited; 
but at the ſame time 1 muſt obſerve that ſuch 
relief is only to be reaſonably expected where 
the parties poſſeſs a ſufficient ſhare of pru- 
dence to conform to thoſe rules which are 
laid down to them by thoſe Who are beſt e 
quainted with the nature of the ſeveral com- 
plaints, the ſtrength or weakneſs of their 
conſtitutions, and the different virtues thoſe 
ſeveral waters poſſeſs, ſo as properly to adapt : 
them to cach particular. caſe, by drinking 
the waters at proper ſtated periods, as well a3 
in proper doſes : ? beſides conforming to ſuch 
a regimen as ſhall co-operate with them in 
producing the deſired effect. But where 
invalids neglect all, or indeed any of thoſe 
rules, is it not rather an abſurdity to expect 
relief —1 will endeavour to explain myſelf 5 


Thoſe waters either poſſeſt powerful vir 


wer or 2 do not. If they do, is it not 
obvious 
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obvious that ſome judgment and caution is 
: neceſſary in the uſe of them? which muſt. 


either produce good or bad effects, {yt cor ding ; 
to the prudence with which they are applied, 


| N If on the other band, they are of ſo inſigni- 


: flcant a nature, that they may be uſed at any 
| time, and in any proportion, without injury; 
and that too in diſorders and conſtitutions 
very much varying from each other, then 
ſurely t the inference muſt be, that no depend- 
ence is to be placed on them, and conſe- 
H quently it matters not if they are never uſed 
b - mt all. For what purpoſe then do ſuch 
5 numbers put themſelves to the i inconvenience, 
expence, and trouble of travelling (frequently 
from diſtant parts of the kingdom) and that 
too when many of them are in ſo debilitated 
a late, that their very removal! 18 attended 1 
with extreme danger, and ſometimes proves 
fatal! But that thoſe waters are not 
inactive, I am well convinced, having 
ſeen the bad effects arifing from the” im- | 


= prudent uſe of them, in many inſtances, as 
well as the happy conſequences attending 
= their being uſed with due caution. 


1 was 


_ 
* x 212 , 
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I was firſt led into theſe refloAtivii- by 
having been highly diverted, when] viſited 


1 5 Buxton ſeveral ſummers, with the prepoſte. 


rous and abſurd conduct of ſome of the com- 
pany who reſorted thither for the purpoſe 
of reſtoring their health. 1 remember ſix or 
ſeven gentlemen informing me, that they 
were violently afflicted with the gout and 
rheumatiſm, and had undertaken this jour- 
ney in hopes of receiving benefit by the wa- 
ters. Theſe gentlemen often rode or walked 
about the cold dreary hills, in very damp wet 
mornings, and afterwards drank claret from : 
three o'clock i in the afternoon to three the 
nent morning: But I did not continue there 
long enough to be a witneſs of the happy 
effects which muſt inevitably be produced! by 
2 ene in ſuch a Jadicious regimen. 


of: als: viſi ted Freeflots, near Boſton. in 
Lincolnſhire : : to which place a number of 
tradeſmen | and farmers reſorted with their 
wives, in hopes of receiving benefit from the 
uſe of the ſalt water, in a variety of com- 
e which — had been adviſed to do 
by 


0 
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by the faculty, for a month, with particu- 
lar directions to bathe every other day, and 
on the intermediate days to drink half a pint : 
of the water in the courſe of that day. But 
theſe wiſe people on duly conſidering the 
matter, were fully convinced that this would 
detain them from their families and buſineſs 
longer than was altogether convenient; and 
alſo (which they ſuppoſed their medical 
friends never thought of) that they could 
bathe the full number of times, and drink 
the preſeribed quantity of the water in a | 
week or a fortnight at fartheſt, and thus not 
only expedite the cure, but likewiſe enable 
them to return to their families and buſineſs 
ſo much earlier, as well as fave the neceſſary ” 
expences attending their continuing for ſuch 
a length of time at the watering place. 
Theſe united conſiderations appeared to them 
ſo conſiſtent with prudence and oeconomy, 


2 that they reſolved to put them into imme- 
1 diate practice. 3 remonſtrated with ſeveral 


* theſe good people on the impropriety of 
their conduct; but whether they concluded 
I was a party intereſted in detaining them on 
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the ſpot, or whether they deemed my judge- 


ment inferior to their own, I know not; but 


I obſerved that ſome of them bathed ſeveral 


times in a day, and drank ſalt water by the 
quart, the conſequence of which was, that 


they left the place, when the time expired 
which they had preſcribed to themſelves, 


much worſe than they came. Some indeed 


were ſo very weak, that I am perſuaded they 
could with difficulty reach their homes alive. 


And in theſe caſes the want of ſucceſs, in- 
ſtead of being attributed to the folly of the 
patients, is generally transferred to the wa- 
ters, and to the want of judgment in thoſe 


who adviſed the uſe of them. 


1597 mt lee) you, my dear friend, this is pretty 5 
much the caſe at Lyme. My rooms com- 
manding a view of the ſea, I have this and 


ſeveral other days noticed many decent look- 


ing men going down the beach three or four 


times in as many hours, and drinking a pint 


of water each time. 4 have made the ſame 
obſervation at Margate, Brighton, Haſtings, 


E. wee, Seaton, Char mouth, and other 


ks — 


places 


La 


| q "a haſtening the cure, and getting out of the 
doctor hands (whom the vulgar charitably f 


places, ſo that the obſervation of Crabſhaw? J 
nurſe, in ee the Adventures of Sir Lancelot 
3 has frequently occurred to me: 
16 Bleſſed be G— (faid ſhe) my patient is in 
4 2% fair way! his apozem has had a blefled | 
4 effect! five and twenty ſtools ſince three 
= clock! in the morning. 3s 


friend, he informed me that ſuch ſpecimens | 


uw confined to the watering places; as he had 
in the courſe of his practice met with re- 


whole box of pills in the ſame manner. The 


1 the violence of the operations they have re- 
BY mained / in his hands a conſiderable time, ſome _ 
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Relating theſe particulars t to a medical 


of 1 ignorance and obſtinacy were by no means 
peated inſtances, where patients with a view 


| ſuppoſe wiſh to retain them there as long as 
poſſible) have ſwallowed a half pint mixture 
intended for ſeveral doſes at once, and a 


conſequences of which have been, that from 


ſo long as life (chus fooliſhly trifled with) 1 
Haſted, : F 


But 
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But here are many of another claſs; ſome 
of whom, though not all, came on purpoſe 
to bathe, but during the whole of their con- 
tinuance here, never found time to bathe 
once. Some haſten to the billiard-room as 
ſoon as they are out of their beds in the 
morning, and there they continue until bed- 
time again. A few of theſe are indeed much 
benefited, being cured of conſumptions i in their 
8 purſes, while others become proportionably 
as much emaciated. And a great number, 
both of ladies and gentlemen, | devote the 
whole of their time to dreſſing, eating, and 
playing at whiſt. Charming exerciſe it muſt 
be! as they frequently fit ſtill in their chairs, 
for eight or ten hours together. 


. Where knights, and beans; ind lords, and tarpers run, 
Wo Some to undo, but more to be undone. 

Of all the plagues that from the birth of time, 
Have rang' d by turns this ſublunary elime, 
And in their various forms the nations curs d, 


"0! The boundleſs love of Play is fare the worſt.” 
| Waser, a Poem. 1 


H . are Ader again, Sho, like the gen- 5 
tlemen at Buxton, ſit drinking (often red 
Fon after Halt. water) until three or four in 
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the morning; making a delightful noiſe, to 


= compoſe thoſe in the ſame houſe who are real 


invalids, and who deſirous. of obtaining reſt, 
retire early, though frequently to very little 5 
5 


1 alſo obſerved, that all the above 


1 places are as healthy for horſes, as they My 


for their maſters. : For as the innke epers 3 
| pend almoſt entirely on the ſeaſon, they take 
great care, and do all they can to make theſe 
; : places comfortable. So that if gentlemen 
have fat, lazy, prancing horſes, and want to 


4 reduce them in ſize and temper, they may 


4 be ſure to bave | it done in ſome of the! inns 
and ſtables at the various watering places: 
where ſuch hay is procured as muſt infalli- 


bly anſwer the purpoſe even though they be 
allowed a double Fan of corn. 


= "Phone. is yet another very great advantage i= 
1 (which I had like to have forgot) reſulting 
? from attending the watering places. Such 
1 gentlemen who happen to have ſervants too 


clean! * 


. honeſt, too induſtrious, too attentive, are W 
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"iy ty, too humble, too ſober, &c. 1 tak. 
ing them to any of theſe places, where they 
have fo much leiſure time, and where theſe 


party- coloured gentry meet together ſo often, 7 


and in ſuch numbers, no one can go away 
unimproved, except he is a very dull fellow 
4 indeed. — This 1 is not merely my own obſer- 
vation: for ſeveral gentlemen of my ac- 
quaintance aſſured me that they had always 
found their ſervants improved Prodigiouſſ 
5 after each of theſe excurſions. 


We purpoſe ſetting out t for 8 in 
a day or two: but as I intend that this ſhall 
be my laſt epiſtle, I will not conclude it un- 


| : til I arrive at t Merton. FX 

: e VF into difant parts I miny ow. 
az And novelty from varied objects try, 1 
* * Ft « My buſy thoughts reſcek their wonted home, | SE : 
BK £2 And ſicken at the vain variety.“ | . { 


BY e Sept. I TY We arrived hi ſt 
 Þ laſt night, being my birth- day. At Wey— 
= mouth we had the honour of walking ſeveral 
- eyenings on the Eſplanade, with their ma 


Jeſties and the four princeſſes. His majeſt 
ſeem 


8 8 "+ 
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7 ſeems in perfect health and ſpirits, and dif-. 
fuſes life and ſpirits to all around him. 
Long, very long may he continue to enjoy 
the ſame degree of health and happineſs | 
But 1 could not help pitying Mr. Hughes, 


the manager of the Theatre there; as the 


company in general ſeem to pay but very 
little attention to plays, while they can par- 
take of the pleaſure of walking and breathing 

the ſea air with ſo many of the royal family. 

9 But his majeſty, whoſe. humanity is by no 

means the leaſt of his many virtues, will no 

fi doubt conſider Mr. Hughes, who 1s induſtri- 
= ous to an extreme, as he is ſcarce a moment 
$ idle. For beſides managing his company, 
F performing himſelf fix, ſometimes eight cha- 
racters in a week, he paints all his own 
ſcenes, and attends to many other ſubjects; ; 
and although he has had a large expenſive 
; family (nine children,) the theatre there, 
N 1 and that alſo at Exeter is his own. Wey- 
| 4 mouth theatre he rebuilt about four years 


» | ſince; | every thing 1 is very neat; his ſcenes | 
are fine, and his company a very good one. 


= "8 


2 I faw them perform four pieces with a deal _ 
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of pleaſure; notwithſtanding I had often 
ſeen the fame in London, I remarked here 
as I had long before done at Bath, that the 
patts were more equally ſupported than they 
often are at Drury-lane and Covent-garden; 
for although at thoſe places we have many : 
firſt-rate actors and actreſſes, yet ſometimes 
parts are given to ſuch wretched performers 
as would not grace a barn, which 1 never : 


: ſaw done at Bath or Weymouth. | 


In our road home, within half a mile of -- 
Dorcheſter, we ſtopt and ſpent half an hour 
in looking round the famous Roman Amphi- 
theatre. It! is cloſe to the road, on the right = 
band ſide, and covers about an acre of ground. 5 
I . It! 18 judged that ten thouſand people might 8 
1 without interruption ' have beheld ſuch exer· 
ciſes as were exhibited in this ſchool of the 
- ancients ; ; It is called Mambury, and is ſup- 
5 poſed to be the deen antiquity c of the 


Kind | in os. 


4 alſo ainvſed On as 1 travelled: 
through Dorſetſhire and W iltſhire, in ſur⸗ 


SR 5 ; MS. | | | | ” f | | vey ing | 
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iz many of the numerous camps, for- 
| tifications, and barrows: which laſting. mo- 
; numents of antiquity are to be ſeen in- abun- 
F | dance in theſe counties, a great number of 


| them. remaining in a perfect ſtate. - 


Nor could I any N omit the opportu- 

Iny of ſeeing that ſtupendous piece of anti - 
Equity on Saliſbury Plain, the famous Stone- 
enge, two miles from Ameſbury. We ſpent 
near two hours there in aſtoniſhment ; and 
b ad not night came on, we ſhould not have : 


| been able to have parted from 1 it ſo ſoon. We : 


| ound a very good inn at Ameſbury, which iS 3 
proves very convenient to ſuch whom cu= AM 
a may detain on this wonderful ſpot 
until it is late. It is remarkable, that al- 
Pough ſo many able antiquaries have de- 
1 Foted their time and attention to the inveſti- 
e ation of Stonehenge, it remains ſtill a mat- 


2 


'S undecided when and for what purpoſe 
| ö is amazing pile was formed ; nor is there 
N ls cauſe of admiration, how gen of ſuch : I [ 
f paguitude were brought hither | I ſhall not fo 
E K k 2 
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preſume, either to decide on this curious 
point, or offer any conjectures of my own. 


1 have now, f ir, not only given you the 

| moſt material circumſtances of my life, but 
have alſo ſuper-added a ſhort ſketch of fome 
of my travels. And ſhould the fine air of 
1 Merton preſerve the ſtock of health and 
9 Z ſpirits which I have acquired in tnis laſt ex- 


| curſion, 1 intend during the ſummer to ſpend 
a fewo hours in the middle of three or four 
| days in every week i in Chiſwell-ſtrect, dero. 


ing, the mornings. and the remainder of the 
IJ evenings to my rural retreat, 
l Where checrfulneſs, triumphant fire 


EM 6 Diſpels the painful cloud of care, 
j 0, ſweet of language, mild of mien, 


i: b 0, Virtue's friend, and pleaſure's queen 
By thee our board with flow'rs is crown'd, 
har „ By thee with ſongs our walks reſound ; 


3 25 «© By thee the ſprightly mornings ſhine, 
EEE And ev'ning hours in Peace decline.” 
AS 


* . Fug A8 1 my houſe at Merton 18 not far from tis 
* church-yard, I was a few evenings fince 
walking in this receptacle of mortality, and 
1 recollecting the ſcene between Sir Luciß — 
=. A Lügen and Acres, Ws to elf „Het; 
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44 js good ſnug lying, in this place,” 


have engraved on my tomb- ſtone. 


LACKINGTON's EPITAPH. 


Good paſſenger, one moment ſtay, 

And contemplate this heap of clay; _ 
"Tis Lack1NGToON that claims a pauſe, 
Who ftrove with Death, but loſt his cauſe ; ; 

A ſtranger genius ne'er need be, 

Than many a merry year was he. 
Some faults he had; ſome virtues too; 
(The Devil himſelf ſhould have his due:) 
. And as Dame Fortune's wheel turn'd round, 
Whether at top or bottom found, | 


= He never once forgot his ſtation, 


Nor &er diſown'd a poor relation; 3 
In poverty he found content, 
Riches ne'er made him inſolent. 

When poor, he'd rather read than eat; 
When rich, books form'd his higheſt treat, 
His firſt great wiſh, to act, with Care, 

The ſeveral parts afſign'd him here; 
And, as his heart to truth inclin'd, 


nue fludy'd hard the truth to find. | 
BY — Much pride he had, *twas love of fame, 


And ſlighted gold, to oet a name; 

But fame herſelf prov'd greateſt gain, 
For riches follow'd in her train. 
Much had he read, and much had Solas, 

And yet, you ſee, he's come to nought; ; 

Or out of print, as he would ſay, 

Io be revis'd ſome future day; 

Free from errata, with addition, 

A new, and a complete edition, 


* 
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80 1 
fat down on one of the graves, and wrote the 
following lines, which I hope when ] am gone 
to heaven (Jam not in haſte) my friends will 
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During the winter I purpoſe ſpending moſt 
of my time in town; where I hope again to 
enjoy the company of you, Hir, and ſome 
others of our old philoſophical friends, and 
when tired of Philoſophizing, we will Again 
ing our old verſes. Ws ©» 


e What tho! the many wholly bend, 
* To things beneath our ſtate, 
* Some poorly to be rich contend, 
— And others megaly great, 


6. There liv'd a few i in ev' ry ſpace, 
Since firſt our kind began, 
0 © Who ſtill maintain'd, with better grace, 
e The ad of man. 


In the mean time, I am, 
Dear friend, yours. 


P S. 1 ſhould deem myſelf deficient | i 
point of juſtice to the ingenious artiſt Who 


painted the portrait from whence the engray- 


ing affixed as a frontiſpiece to this vol ume 13 
taken, if I did not embrace this oppo toni 
of acknowledging the approbation it has bee 
honoured with by all who have” ſeen | it, 851 
ſtriking likeneſs, 


The following circumſtance, though t 
many. it may: appear in a ludicrous point 0 
5 ven 
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view, yet 3 as it is a fact which does not 
depend folely on my allertion, I ſhall nor 


heſitate to mention it. 


Before the portrait was. ed. Mrs. 


: Lackington, accompanied by another: lady, 
| called on the painter to view it. Being intro- 
= duced into a room filled with portraits, her 
E | little dog (the faithful Argus) being with 
| her, immediately ran to that particular por- 
trait, paying it the ſame attention as he 1 is 

always accuſtomed to do the original ; which 
k made it neceſſary to remove him from it, leſt 
He ſhould damage 1 ns though t this was not 
accompliſhed without expreſſions of diffatis« 
faction on the part of poor e 


6 He Koe his ons: he knew and ſtrove to meet, 
And all he could, his tail, his ears, his eyes, 
4 Salute his maſter, and vatiels his j joys. 
For- 8 oy. 


Thoſe who are converſant in Hillary will 


not doubt the fact; ſeveral ſimilar inſtances 


4 being recorded of the ſagacity and nice dif- 


crimination of theſe animals, 


Kk 4 A PRAYER... 
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A PRAYER. 


* 


«0 may my * for ever live! 
; 0 (Dear friend, this ſelfiſh zeal forgive: F 


« May no vile miſcreant ſaucy cook | : 


. Preſume to tear my learned Won, 


«© To ſinge his fowl for nicer gueſt, 
= Or pin it on the turkey's breaſt. 
Keep it from paſtry bak'dor buying, 
1 * From broiling ſteak, and fritters frying ; Y 


From lighting pipes or wrapping f ſnuff, 
e Or caſing up a feather muff; 
Z 2 From all the ſeveral ways the grocer 

Y ES... e (Who to the learned world's a foe, Sir,) 


_ $7.1. 8-2 found in twiſting, folding, packing, 
_— Ki His brain and ours at once a racking: 
WE 2% 4 A2 4 FP And may it never curl the head 


» SED Dn 4 

. * 1 5 act * * 9 2 2 an, 
ESSE, oc - LT 5y, 

* . 2 0 2 2 -* 3 


1 N A 85 125 2 * Of either living block, or dead. 
1 7:7 5 N Wo Thus when all dangers they have paſt, | 
uf teaves like leaves of braſs ſhall laſt. n= 
ro 5 No blaſt ſhall from a critic's breath, 5 
hy viie infection cauſe their death, 
5 3 3 Till they in flames at laſt expire, | 
= _ | _ And bop t to bet the world on — | 
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| 1 motives "The publiſhing dls life 
Author's gratitude to his cuſtomers 0 
Author's thanks to ſome bookſellers ——— 
Additions ſince the firſt edition, my not printed 
5 ſeparately _ | 
All alive, alive O, in Wk ee, 
Author's birth not predicted, nor his nativity Wen 
bound apprentice to a ſhoemaker 
learns to read, is born againnkbkGꝗ - 
his rigid application to ſtudy of divinity : 
—— leaps out of a two ſtory wiadow to hear a me- WE 
5 5 thodiſt ſermon _ — 
 ——+— becomes a backſlider . — 5 
arrives at ri — 8 
forms a friendſhip with Mr. John Jenes 75 


ſtrange mode of life | 4. 
— compoſes ſongs before he could aurite , 
—relapſes into method imm 
— converts his friends ww 
— great talents for controverſy — 
— lucubrations like to prove fatal — 
==—— lives on bread and tea only — 


no travels to Bridgewater, Taunton, Eee and 
_ Kingſbridge 


————— teaches himſelf to write — 
— leaves Kingſbridge — 
returns to Briſtol — | 
falls in love with a b dairy-maid. "his ſpiritual } 

courtſhip 


—attaches himſelf to H annah Allen, another holy 


9 2 


=_  fſifer . 

FRY TEC Kok marrie ancy Smith, the dairy-maid 

= —— —— begins the world with a halfpenny | 

lies on water gruel to ſupport his fi > wife 
— fets off for, and arrives in, London 


is ſhocked at the wicked neſs of London ; his con- 
_ layon. : 
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Authors ſhould be careful i in chooling their publiſhers 386 


T 5 Bakers threatened with damnation for baking 


"P46 e 
Author goes to receive his legacy, loſes part, commils a : 
Fuuæ pas 206 
Turnus bookſeller ; ; Bis motive for /o doin 3 "WER 
——— marries Miſs Turton 5 253 
attention to metaphyſics . 26, 
— quits the methodiſts; ſome reaſons why 26s 
—— — geveral opinion of methediſs — 289 
cannot be rivalled in buſineſss — 394 
—— mode of ſtating his profits and expences 441 
—- viſits his old maſters 441 
Amorcus gentleman and blundering oftler, a ftory e 
Abſtinence taught, but not practiſed, by preachers e 
Apple and old iron ſtall . turn preachers 5 323 
Almanack vender „ 
An old buck tempted by his maid and the devil ---- 119 


A man to ſpeak leſs of himſelſ than he really! 1s, is W. „ 
TY 446 


not modelty | 
A man believes himſelf to be the Holy Ghoſt N 320 
Anecdotes very curious of very ſpiritual ladies — 
+ Adaecdotes of very carnal and very ſpiritual ladies 236 
Authors publiſhing and ſelling their own books never 
op ee anſwers 387 


Addreſs to covetous tradeſmen — 436 
Anecdote of an author's great expectations 389 
5 and genealogy of the author C LECT |: 
. Jack? ad white devil, a ſtory — 97 
| Bowdon family, er of; their library | 5 72-70 
- Bowdon, George and John converted — 1 
Band meetings, account o ß — 118 
—ſelect onfy for ſuch as are perfect— 120 
Bookſellers. are benefited. by our authors cling cheap 449 
» Baldwinz Mr. a ftrange fory of OO — 139 
Bookſelling ſucceeds with our hero —— 220 
_ Botiomly, Shaw and Wheeler, ſave the author from ruin 230 
Buncle's Memoirs enlarges our hero's ming 201 
Bookſeller has his hair dreſſed on Saturday, and 12 all night 
1 his elbow chair — 209 
Biggs, john, a perfect man; his curious hand- bill - 87 


Sundays, a flory, _ —_— - 267 

* Bogkſeliers deſtioy large numbers of books, to fel 1 | 
x Zooks preferved by our hero, and ſold cheap 374 
:Bdokſe!lers: often prevent the ſale of books fold by 8 
eg 2 wo. authors 387 
| e liverality to authors, inſtances „ 380 


Bargain 


Page 
Bargain Bunter learned A0 on Ls 
Bentley eats a/ſs's fleſh for conſcience ſale — 320 
Bookſeller's ſnop an excellent ſchool for knowledge 414 
Book- clubs promote the ſale of books ; 42 
| Books, ſale of, extremely increaſed of late years = 420 
Bank notes ſaid to be found by our author in an old book 435 : 
| Prank, a remedy for ſcolds, deſcribed — 405 
Barrows, camps, fortifications, cc. 328 
Buchanites, a curious ſe of fanatics near Dochftiet TIE 


| Buchan (Lady) thought herſelf the Virgin Mary, &c. 313 
Blair's Sermons have a greater ſale than either Sher- 
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1 2 So 1 
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| lock's or White's _ — -- 383 
Benger, Elizabeth, a very extraordinary 10 aner of females EY 
_ abilities 426 
Books afford real and laſting pleaſures to rich and poor 453 
Black-bird's neſt found in a fkull — 463 
Children, a doubt if they ſhould not be 0 0 to deſp ſe 55 
| unnatural fathers | — 42 þ 
_ Controverſies, curious in the Bowdon family i 79 
Children liable to damnatiuuun —⁊—4ñ— „5 | 
Children in hell! „ + OM 
Claſs meeting, account = : — 115 
Curious library of N ad his friend at Brifol 163 
Chaplain of the auth | | 177 
Cowley's verſes on Envy e 
Chiſwell Street, our hero opens a hop there 0+, 221 
Criminals, bad practice of methodiſts towards them, - 
under ſentence of deten 291 
Cocks prevented from breaking the ſabbath by reading 5 
| hens on Sundays . 297 5 
Conference of Mr. Weſley's preachers _ 2 7 ihe 3 
Converſion at Kingſwood ridiculed  —— 3342 
Credit, inconveniences t to tradeſmen attending it; gr 
hero reſolves not to give a — 362 
Claſſics, tranſlations of, read by our nero 398 
Chariot ſet up by the author, with remarks on it 434 
Crow's neſt, remarkable one at Newceaſtle BT 
Children educated as methodiſts, never remain ſuch - 340 
Cat longs for a fowl, and marks her kitten awith Wings 221 
__ Circulating libraries increafe the ſale of books 422 
Pan ton, John, remarks on his life — 33 
Death of the author” $ maſter haſtened by his ſons turning | 
„ | 
Death of the author's firſt wife during his ines 226 = 
Dom Pernety's wonderful receipii  —— ð2 % ĩ˙ 
Death of Mr. Dines; ; his character 1 359 | 
_ Difficalties attending the author's ready-money plan 363 
pintgere! in travelling from e to Durham. _- - * 408; 2:5, 
2 92 * IE Uo ” 


P — 


INDEX. 


e broom tea, an infallible dy for | 


Droll ſcenes at bookſellers ſhops — 
F Diffuſing through the world immenfe number of books, 
| gives our hero great pleaſure 453 
Feige (poetical) to Mr. Lackington on his Memoirs 31 
Epigram, by our hero, on a methodiſt preacher 178 
 . Education, our author regrets the wantof  — 406 
© Enlightening the minds of the lower orders, makes them 
1 W HADoer- — | 427 
: 148 Expences of our hero proportioned to > his income 431 
E nvious obſervations made on our author's expences 434 
Edinburgh, North Britiſh hoſpitality, cc. — 438 
5 1 10I A term wrong applied, pleaſures, dec. I 
* Enthuſiaſm, its nature 280 
. = Father of the author dies unregretted by his chil ren 42 
P.anatics in every age found their account in -dreadful 
2 ö predictions eee 
313 7 ertunc-taller foretold a perſon's death | 5 143 
* 2 Four hundred thouſand pounds a year collected 1 Mr. WW: fley's 5 
Ke | Preacher 33 
Fendi dere read by our hero 398 


Farmers and huſbandmen now read 8 420 
Four old people and four children fapporeed by our hers. 448 
Father and mother of our author's firſt wife, unexpeRediy 


B BY diſcovered; a dreadful ſcene— 50g 
= 5 anaticiſm worſe than athei m — 1 
1 © Fanatics i in Poland killed their own children "Buy 
A 5 8 od 20! 254 s Title ; multon : —— | 160 
E  - GaaT Slequences to the public of ſelling books cheap 449 


dragd: petty gentry act differently 503 
: , * es 0 Hoy. huſband and children to follow 
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. having learning ne ———ð 425 


Germany, Neven thouſand 3g authors there „ 489- 
Y Ghoſt loved poultry — (:- | an” 
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| Hospital haunted in London 85 — 6 
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RE Huntington procures by prayer a Pair of breeches, ſhoulder : 
5 of mutton, and fiſh &c. — — 107 
Hill, an extraord mary quotation frm — 27 | 
\. Hypocties among the methodiſse —— 290 
3 to the authors of the Encyclopaedia Britannica and 
”  *Biographia Britannia —— 467 


devotion and gallantry — — 124 
. * Sh Humorous | 
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Humorous * on methodif preachers N 329 
Fill, Dr. earned by his pen in one year 180% 5 
Juvenile exploits of the author — 6 
Invalids, abſurd practice of, at watering places 519 
Johnſon, Dr. tea table anecdote f — 477 
— and the Lord Provoſt, anecdote of 480 
— 1 and a lady, e dee of — 480 
and David Hume, anecdote of 482 
— — and a waterman, anecdote of „ 
— — much prejudiced againſt the Scotch 484 
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| coffin five days VV 
Kingſbridge, our hero's life there — 175 
10 Kingſwood ſchool, large ſums collected bor, never 5 
s applied to that uſe 336 
Knowledge of books, how acquifed: by the author 396 
Knowledge of the world, how attained by the author 396 
Lavater, a quotation from, on women e 
Love-feaſts, account of 85 55 
Lackington can afford to give more for libraries than 79 7 
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Ladies allowed to ſcream on certain terme e 12723 
Ladies revenge, a dreadful flory —_ 347 
Learned men are often unacquainted with men and 
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© their prophecy of the world being at an end „ 
5 on a certain day 10% 5%. 8 
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